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Dedication 


The Two Whose causeless mercy made me the recipient of grace 
and mercy of their intimate devotees, the Two Who graced me by giving 
me a permanent residence in Shri Dham, to that very same Rasa Swaroop 
Yugalaradhya. 


And 

The Noble one who after nourishing my body, mind and every single 
pore handed me to the Rasa Bhoomi to get enriched with the Shree of Shri 
Dham, to that very venerable and worshipable Bhaktimati Usha Behen ji who 
is continuously immersed in the ocean of rasa. 


Desirous of Grace 
Bhakti Vijay M. A. 
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Shri Harih 

Publisher’s Note 

‘Braj Bhoomi Mohini is the very first publication of ‘Braj Nidhi 
Prakashan.’ The credit for its publication goes to devout Vijay Baba who 
was dear to our Bhaktimati Usha Behenji, the unprecedented gem of 
Braj’s wealth of saints. In his short life, he composed many literary works 
related to his revered Behenji. Amongst all those books, the usefulness 
and popularity of Braj Bhoomi Mohini has by far been proved the 
most. And that is why since 1985, three editions have been published. 
The fourth edition in the form of its translation in English is getting 
published. Actually it was Vijay Babas ardent wish that this book gets 
translated in English. He continuously strived for the same but it could 
not be accomplished in his lifetime. Now his very wish is getting fulfilled. 

This book with its descriptions of the greatness of Braj, of the 
favourite Leela sites of Braj Bihari Yugal, of their pastimes and sports, 
of the Rasikas of these pastimes, of the environment and the Nature of 
Braj is an unprecedented guide in our spiritual journey. 

In this book, contextual corroborations from many Sanskrit, Hindi, 
Braj bhasha and Bengali books have been included. This composition 
has proved to be extremely useful in the circumambulation of Braj. 

The author composed this extremely useful book after travelling 
to many of the sites, by asking and inquiring, by taking proofs from the 
books, by collecting material certified by the saints and the great ones. 

For the ease of the readers, the book has been divided into 
several chapters so that a thorough knowledge of the sites of Braj can 
be had. These chapters are Mathura, Gokul, Giriraj, Kamvan, Barsana, 
Nandgaon and Shri Vrindavan Dham. 

The language of this book is as per its colourful and rasaful 
subject “Braj”. 

Thakurji, Who continuously and constantly carries out 
every single thing that is in our welfare, made such a beautiful and 
unprecedented opportunity available that we became successful. 

The resident of Nepal Shri Jai Prakash Agrawal accepted the 
challenge of fulfilling the wish of Vijay Baba. How do I describe his 
tireless efforts and continuous absorption. The wonder is that the 
transalation was completed in very short time. 

To what extent should I praise his incredible endeavour, I 
lack words of praise. 


Susheela Sharma M.A. 
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Foreword 

‘Braj Bhoomi Mohini’ composed by revered Vijay Baba is an 
unprecedented book. This book is based on evidence. It is not only 
authentic but also authoritative and that is why this book has become 
a reference book. Three editions of this book have been published in 
Hindi. In the preface of the first edition Vijay Baba has talked about 
the history of the book and its form. English translation of that preface 
has been included in this book without which this foreword would 
have been incomplete. 

Many revered saints and scholars gave their views and opinions 
regarding the Hindi edition. The English translation of these opinions 
that establish the superiority and uniqueness of the book have been 
included in this book. The comments of extremely Revered Bhaktimati 
Usha Behenji and Radha Baba authenticate the greatness of the book 
and the greatness of Revered Vijay Baba. 

The popularity of the book is another indicator of its greatness. 
If such books are translated in other languages, then the book becomes 
useful even for those who do not understand the original language. 
English is one language which is spoken and understood by a lot of 
people all over the world including India. Keeping this fact in mind, 
this translation has been done. In any translation due to cultural 
differences, there is a deficiency of words and expressions. And this is 
quite evident in this English translation. To overcome this deficiency 
to some extent, some Hindi words have been used as it is, and their 
meanings have been provided in a glossary that has been included in 
the appendix. 

I always had an apprehension regarding the grammar and the 
composition which might constraint some readers at few places where 
the impression of Hindi has become evident. 

For this I sincerely tried to get help from three persons. I pursued 
them for more than six months. Despite their good intentions literally 
nothing was done. This for me, in fact is a sign from the Providence that 
the readers should have the book as it is and try to pass on the Rasa and 
joy of Hindi book of Baba irrespective of the perfection of the language. 
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The distinguishing feature of “Braj Bhoomi Mohini” is its 
incidental authentication. It took Baba many years to gather the 
proofs. He collected these proofs from more than a hundred books 
and compositions and verified the facts. Apart from this, using the 
personal experiences of many Rasikas, he made the description not 
only truthful and enlightening but also delightful and savory. He 
himself had experiences by living at many sites for long periods. His 
perseverance speaks from each and every word of the book. 

In the English translation, these proofs in the form of 
quotations have been included in Devanagari script as it is, as they are 
proofs. 

The inspiration of this translation is Revered Susheela Behenji. 
Under her very own guidance and because of the efforts of Nisha 
behenji, Deepa didi and other sisters, the desired refinement in the 
book has been accomplished. Because of the grace of Revered Behenji 
and her direct involvement, the book has attained completeness. 

In spite of this, any mistakes and shortcomings that have 
remained in this translation are only due to our ignorance and for that 
we ask for forgiveness. Despite these shortcomings, our ardent wish is 
that the readers get to read something new about Braj. Only then the 
fruit borne by the hard work of Baba will become even sweeter. 


Jaiprakash Agrawal 
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ShriHarih 

Param Poojaneeya Bhaktimati Shri Usha Behen ji 

The vihar of this Nitya Leela Vihari is eternal, it is everlasting, 
beginning less and endless. This Braj Bhoomi is the eternal rasa filled 
site of His Leela vihar. Nityavihari Yugal appear in this rasaful land 
and perform various pastimes to give bliss and joy to their dear and 
intimate ones. This earth of Braj steeped in rasa with the rasa of His 
touch is bewitching. The forests, gardens, kunja-nikunja, Shri Yamuna, 
Shri Giriraj all are alluring. The Leela madhuri is sporting in the laps 
of all the sites. The holy sites relating the tales of many pastimes create 
an impatience and restlessness in the hearts of the Rasikas to taste this 
very Leela rasa. Even today the Yugal Who are the lovers of vihar 
do various Leelas here. This Leela- vilas is going on even today in 
the kunja-nikunja, at the banks of Shri Yamuna, in the alleys of the 
forests. Even today this fortunate land is resonant with the tinkling of 
their anklets....the sweet sound of His sweet flute is resounding even 
today... our eyes alone are clouded , our ears are filled with the noise 

of the world.and that is why we are not able to experience them. 

Many sentimental devotees have received Leela darshan here and have 
experienced the Leela and are experiencing it. 

In this book you will experience the allurement of the 
bewitching Braj Bhoomi, you will get the joyful rasaful glimpses of 
Leela- vihar and Keli sports. According to my opinion this book will 
be extremely helpful in filling the hearts of the Rasikas with more 
rasa.... in arousing a yearning in them for the taste of that rasa and in 
creating more and more desire to get submerged in that keli rasa. 

I hope this book will remain free of the sectarian narrowness 
and will prove to be the one capable of giving bliss to all equally. 

588, Bankebihari Colony, Nandini Usha 

Shri Dham, Vrindavan, 

Akshaya Tritiya, 2043 
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Param Poojaneeya Shri Shri Balkrishnadas ji Maharaj 

Where the supreme fervour of great rejoicing and celebrations of 
unlimited bliss and auspiciousness is pervasive in the nature, in the 
space, everywhere, that very same land of rasa ranga, of extreme elation, 
of mahabhav and of maharas is the indescribable land of Braj vana. 

This entire rasaful forest region itself, imprinted with the 
beautiful lotus like feet of Shri Radha and Her innumerable followers, 
the kishori vrinda, is the darshan of new Leelas and it awakens from 
the heart, the madhurya state (loving Shri Krishna with tender 
sentiments of a gopi ) of a deserving one who is a complete follower. 

The heart and Braj are not two but one, and this is the 
experienced, unfailing supreme word of the countless great ones. 
Their word is Leela itself, most intimate and secret full of mysteries. 

Only due to the causeless grace and motivated by the inspiration 
one receives the great fortune of wandering in the Nitya Leela sites 
in absorption and entrancement. By going beyond the sentiment 
of unlimited grossness of the manifest, going beyond the dejection 
of perceiving many, possessed with an infinite madhurya bhav and 
getting blissfully absorbed in the most intimate and private madhur 
Leelas only should one wander in these enchanting forests sites. 'Braj 
Bhoomi Mohini ' predominant with Leelas, composed by Shri Vijay 
Kaushal ji by the grace of Shreeji has made my heart extremely happy. 

I believe that all the rasik readers will also enjoy the rasa from 
their hearts. 


Venu Vinod Kunja 

Akshaya Tritiya 2042 
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Revered Shri Radha Baba Gorakhpur 

“I received the fortune to visit many sites of Braj Bhoomi like 
Shri Nandagaon, Prem sarowar, Barsana, Gowardhan and others with 
the editor of Kalyan, Shri Poddar ji Maharaj. I also got the opportunity 
to see and hear about many books and volumes determining and 
defining the significance of the Leela sites of Braj, but Braj Bhoomi 

Mohini is a unique book of its kind.ShriVrishbhanunandini filled 

with Mahabhav and Rasaraj Shri Nandanandan has gracefully sent my 
thing to me." 


Revered Pandit Gaya Prasad ji Maharaj Baisakh Shukla, 

Dashami 2042 
Dan Ghati, Gowardhan 

'Braj Bhoomi Mohini' has turned out to be a great book. One 
by one all sites have been described thoroughly. All are supported 
with proof and are beautiful. I received a lot of joy upon hearing. 
With blessings and good wishes, 


Revered Shri Anandadas Baba ji Maharaj Sita Navami 2042 

Dusayat, Vrindavan 

Braj Bhoomi is the eternal abode of Shyam Sundar, it is His own 
Dham. It is a riitya siddha site and is fully capable of providing the 
causeless grace of Priya-Priyatam. The Leela based experience of the 
sites verily is the enchantment of Braj Bhoomi which is the subject of 
this book. 

On hearing 'Braj Bhoomi Mohini' my mind and speech became 
entranced because in it all the subjects are suffused with the rasa of 
devotion. 
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Shri VrindaBiharine Namah 

Poojaneeya Santa Shri Prabhudatta Brahmachari ji Maharaj 

I saw the book ‘Braj Bhoomi Mohini’ written by Shri Vijay ji from 
here and there. No I didn’t see it, I smelt it. Those who are writers, 
they do not read, just by smelling they take out the essence. I found 
this book very beautiful. I have seen many books on the subject of 
Braj. But the way Vijay ji has written this in such details, it is unlikely 
that anyone else has written it in similar manner. Wherein he has 
evaluated and examined all the famous sites of Braj according to the 
scriptures. He has remained neutral towards the subjects and issues of 
debate. The description of the sites of Braj, of the rasikas of Braj and 
of the saints and the great ones of Braj even if brief, has been written 
beautifully. I congratulate the writer for writing such a beautiful book. 

At the feet of Brajendranandan I pray that Vijay ji keeps writing 
many such books. 

Sankeertan Bhawan, Vanshivata, Vrindavan Prabhudatta Brahmachari 

Adhik Shrawan Shukla Saptami Sam. 2043 Vi. 


After reading the enchanting description of Braj Vasundhara, the 
Nitya Leela Bhoomi of Vishwa Vimohan Lord Brajendranandan, in ‘Braj 
Bhoomi Mohini,’ whose mind (if not the body) will not start wandering 
in the bewitching alleys of Braj. Those who have not even seen Braj, even 
if they become keenly desirous for Braj darshan after reading this book, 
it will not be surprising. According to my opinion even those, who have 
already received the fortune of getting the darshan or of staying in Braj, 
will once again become yearnful to take the tour of Braj. 

A few years ago I had a chance of darshan, travel of Kashipuri, the 
eternal abode of Lord Vishwanath. There on the wall of a dilapidated 
house, it was written, 

TBT W Sjf*T '3T?rf T I 

^llt eft Tiff, rft fTTT II 
Maybe I am not ready to die or become crazy yet, therefore I will 
suggest that you also take a step in that direction only after careful 
consideration. 

Akshaya Tritiya 2042, Shri Vrindavan Dham Biharidas ‘Vrindavani’ 
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Two words 

Many have described Braj Bhoomi but a complete and thorough 
introduction is not found in them. That’s why the author has on the 
basis of Puranas and books written by other great ones and on the basis 
of the spoken words of many reliable saints, protecting the sentiments 
of all, criticizing none, written and compiled this book. 

Some five thousand five hundred years ago at the end of Dwapar, 
Shri Krishna Leela incarnated in a manifest form in this Braj mandal. 
This is the very same Giriraj Gowardhan that had been held by Shri 
Krishna on His little finger for seven continuous days. This is the very 
same Yamuna ji which has become blue by the touch of Shri Krishna, 
who preserving the infinite pastimes of water sports in herself is capable 
of giving the direct darshan to intimate devotees. This is the very same 
Braj raja, touched by the feet of Shri Krishna, for which Uddhav ji had 
begged tearfully. The only difference between now and then is that at 
that time the Prakat Leela could be seen by all effortlessly, that Leela is 
still going on continuously here. The secret of this can be known by 
you by reading the dialogue of Vajranabha ji and Shandilya rishi in the 
Puran. 

Love incarnate Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu brought these sites of 
Braj to light again by sending his intimate devotees to Braj as these had 
almost disappeared in the course of time. Even Shriman Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu came for the darshan of Braj himself and brought the 
extremely rasaful site Shri Radha Kund to light. The writer has quoted 
him at many places. Shri Vallabhacharya ji came to Braj Bhoomi 
and by travelling here and there revealed the significance of Braj. He 
started the tradition of eighty four kosa long circumambulation of Braj 
which is still continuing. 

The effort of the writer is to take you very close to the rasafullness of 
these sites so that you can understand and assimilate the importance of 
the site thoroughly and gain the benefit of life. For the sadhakas of Braj 
rasa this is an invaluable treasure. In my opinion this book has proved 
out to be very interesting, very touching and a guide for the path. 

By reading this unparalleled book, by contemplating and reflecting 
on it everyone is going to gain self benefits. 


Shri Vrindavan Dham 

Akshaya Tritiya 2043 


Baba Manohardas 
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Preface of the First Edition 


Inspiration 

After coming to Shri Dham permanently I received the 
opportunity to wander in the sites of Braj. During this period I also 
received a chance to stay at Shri Radha Kund. There the curiosity 
to know about these sites grew. Baba Shri Manohardas ji gave 
information about a few related books. I found those books easily in 
Shri Radha Kund. I started collecting the details of the sites related 
with Shri Krishna Leela from them. By wandering in these sites the 
actual experience should have happened and to drown in them was 
something that was desirable but this so called compilation started 
looking for an opportunity to get published. 

The bringing forth of this book had commenced in samvat 2032 
itself. When a new press was installed at the place of Pagal Baba, then 
the question of publication of this book was discussed and everything 
was settled. I gave some hand written material for printing. At that 
time Late Shri Ravi Pandit, an aged scholar and knower of Gaudiya 
books used to help in the management of the publication department 
of Baba. Looking at the subject matter of the book despite his keen 
desire to publish the book, he asked me to leave a few incidents 
because of some reasons. Due to the absence of any proofs, I could 
not accept those changes for which I am sorry and that part of the 
book was returned to me after about a month. 

All my guardians were keen for the publication of this book. 
Attempts were made but the issue of money was complicated and 
remained so. Suddenly an opportunity was created. 

Attempts 

This book is not mine, it is yours or it is of those Acharyas, 
Rasikas and the great devotees who helped me in writing this book 
or whose books, words and experiences were used in composing it. 
In this neither is there any effort of mine nor my contribution. I have 
taken no liberties in describing the incidents in the book. All the 
Acharyas and the Rasikas making the principles of path of devotion 
easy to comprehend, offering the material for the sadhakas have made 
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their paths stronger. It has of course been a childish attempt on my 
part to include the Leelas, by expanding a little on those very same 
thought processes, the emotions and the sentiments included in them. 

ijfW ?ft hi? I 
frier tttt Wcl ^PT fttfeT II 

wr 'rit i 

MtftnF^r wi «pt *nW ii 

Just how everybody including the ants cross easily from the 
bridge made by the great men, in the same way using the medium of 
the experiences of the rasikas I have made this attempt. 

If anything is found interesting in this book, the credit for that 
completely goes to my extremely revered Behen and Guru Bhaktimati 
Usha Behen ji, who taught me how to walk and how to speak, soaked 
me with her motherly love. Raised under whose rasaful atmosphere, 
the opportunity to come to Shri Vrindavan was created easily. For all 
the errors that are seen I request the readers to consider them as my 
ignorance and forgive me. 

About the Book 

In the path of devotion, all the Acharyas have unanimously 
accepted that the nam (name of the Lord) is nondifferent from the 
Nami (Lord). Along with the name, importance is given to the 
contemplation of Leela. The way the Nami is nondifferent from nam, 
in the same way these Yugal Rasa Vigraha Priya-Priyatam and their 
bodily personifications, these Braj maidens are present within the 
Leela and embedded in them. The Leelas are connected with the Leela 
sites and these sites give unprecedented help in giving the darshan of 
Priya-Priyatam. In fact the significance of the Leela sites is because 
of Jeewan Sarvaswa Shyam Sundar, His Ahladini energy Shri Radha 
and their bodily manifestations the Braj maidens. And in these Leela 
sites all that which we can see and experience is present and ingrained. 
And that which is to be imbibed, that which is to be desired, is easily 
achieved by the grace of these Leela sites. 

The subject matter of this book is the description of the sites 
connected with the Leelas. 

The book is mainly divided in two parts. In the first part there 
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is a brief description of Braj Bhoomi, origin of the word Braj, Braj in 
Puranas, the boundaries of Braj, the nature of the circumambulation 
and the contribution of the Leela sites in the lives of the sadhakas. 

The second part is divided into seven segments or chapters. First 
one is ‘Mathura, in which the birthday celebrations of Shri Krishna 
and other Leelas have been described. After that the description of the 
Leela sites neighbouring Mathura has been presented briefly. 

In the second chapter there is the description of the arrival of 
Shri Krishna to ‘Gokul ' (Mahavan). At the palace of Shri Nandarai 
ji Vasudev nandan Shri Krishna merges in His other body of Nanda 
nandan and starts enjoying the Braj Leelas, Shri Krishna’s pastimes 
related to this are described in this chapter. Mainly this site is the 
revered holy site of the Vaishnavas of the Pushti sect. 

In the third chapter the appearance of Shri Giriraj, incarnation 
on the earth, arrival in Braj, the appearance of Shri Radha kund and 
Shri Krishna kund - Shri Radha kund, revelation by Shri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu ji and rehabilitation by Shri Das Goswami, and the other 
sacred sites of Shri Giriraj ji have been described in detail supported 
by proofs. The neighbouring sites have also been described. 

The fourth chapter is ‘Kam van.’ The site that fulfills the desire 
of the gopikas of attaining Shri Krishna is famous as Kam van. Where 
all the work (Kam) of Shri Krishna are accomplished (ban na) that has 
been called Kam ban or van. 

The fifth chapter is ‘Shri Vrishbhanupur.’ The story of how Brahma 
ji is virajman in Braj to enjoy the pastimes of Priya-Priyatam, rasaful 
description of Adolescent Leelas and Child Leelas of child Shri Radha 
and along with the description of other Leela sites, the description of 
the surrounding villages of eight sakhis and the Leelas related to Prema 
sarowar and Sankeita etc have been described in this chapter. 

The sixth chapter is our village ’Shri Nanda gaon’. The arrival 
of the cowherds to Vrindavan because of the fear of the atrocities of 
Kansa, despite this the continuing worries of mother Yashoda about 
the safety of her son, the thought of migrating to a new safe place 
(Nandagaon), the cow grazing Leela of Shri Krishna, other Leelas 
with the sakhas of His age and at times after deceiving the sakhas, the 
romp and revelry created by Shyam Sundar amongst the sakhis, the 
conversations of Akroor ji and Uddhava ji with the Braj maidens etc 
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are described. 

The neighbouring site of playing ball game, going inside the 
nikunjas at the bank of Shri Yamuna, the description of Kokila van, 
Chameili van and the union of Shri Radha-Krishna in Bhandeer van, 
marriage conducted by Brahma ji and many other incidents have been 
described in details. 

The seventh and the last chapter of this book is ‘Shri Vrindavan 
Dham.’ The site of the madhur Leelas ofPriya- Priyatam, Shri Vrindavan 
is the life-force of this book. Starting from Kaliya mardan up to Cheera 
haran, Shringar vata, Keishi mardan, Dheera-Sameera ghat, and Ras 
Leela at Vanshi vata all are described in this chapter. Apart from these, 
pastimes of self manifest Thakur Idols and other rasikas have also been 
described. It’s quite possible that the description of a few sites may 
have been left out. That has been done in order to keep the size of the 
book within the limit of the resources. Readers will forgive for that. 

Gratitude expression 

In the compilation of this book the help of many books has been 
taken. How difficult it is to collect the reference books, those readers 
who have had an opportunity like this, would know it. Nonetheless Shri 
Harivallabh ji Sharma, Jatipura, Shri Haridas baba ji, Shri Radhakunda 
and Shri Rakesh bhai, Vrindavan by making the references available in 
time made my work very light. I am extremely grateful to them. 

In the end I am grateful to all those Acharyas, the great one and 
the Rasikas from my heart, taking inspiration from whose invaluable 
books and experiences and making their words the base, the subject 
matter of the book could be written. 

In writing this book my view was to give equal respect to all 
the sects and give a neutral and an authentic account of the sites. I 
have tried to ensure that the description is according to the dignity of 
the sect or the great one, despite that if the language did not express 
accordingly, I request the readers to please give me an indication and 
oblige me, it will make me really happy. 

fq'i'M 'jfk, I 

‘HKffiui’ P^lddH vPfl pRT Tf II 


-Bhakti Vijay 
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Remarks 

oTT, ^ 

Krishnadatta Vajpeiyee 15, Padmakar nagar 

F. N. I. Makaronia, Sagar (M.P.) 47004 

Date 11-8-1991 

Many books have been written on the glory of Braj Bhoomi 
in the modern era. The writer of “Braj Bhoomi Mohini" Shri Vijay 
Kaushal is a person dedicated to Braj Bhoomi. He has acquired a 
thorough experience of the religious and rasaful atmosphere of this 
place. With a lot of effort he has presented an authentic account of 
various sites of Braj in this book. 

The writer Shri Vijay Kaushal deserves to be applauded. 

-Krishnadatta Vajpayi 


Braj or in the broad sense of the word, the eighty four kosa 
soaked in madhurya rasa. 

Braj is a darshan of Self that is self evident, beyond the need of 
proofs, is universal, eternal and which establishes one on the ground 
suffused with all emotions. In other words Braj is a state of emotion. It 
is an internal great journey in which there are no stops. 

In this book within these contexts a chapter wise description 
of the tour of the Braj region has been made that is beyond any 
debate or controversy and which is personal, direct and simple and 
easy to connect with. The method of discussion of this book confirms 
the familiar saying - 

i 

WW #TWT I II 

It is a matter of great happiness that the writer is free from all 
prejudices. 

He has devout faith in ‘Main Kahata Ankhin ki Deikhi' 
meaning I say what I see. This is why he touches the heart again 
and again at various places. For years he has travelled throughout 
Braj several times on foot. He has made a true and genuine effort to 
recognize the essential nature of a site by staying there for long period. 
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By mentioning many unknown sites, kund, gardens or forest land 
and villages, he has made this book worth collecting. He has given 
the original name of each site along with the present name in use, 
and its etymological explanation. This will have to be called a very 
commendable attempt, which has increased the usefulness of the book 
to a great degree. Instead of remaining a book of introduction, it has 
become a book of reference. 

In this book there is of course the private labour of the writer 
but the glimpse of his emotion filled heart can also be had clearly 
at many places. Therefore from the viewpoint of worship, the vast 
peripheries that the various dimensions of writing touch, on the 
straightforwardness of its language, Vrindavaneeya chintan must give 
their attention, this is the necessity of the time. 

Krishna Chaitanya Bhatta 


Head, Department of Hindi 

Institute of Oriental Philosophy, Vrindavan 

Snan Yatra, Jyeshtha Shukla 15, 2042 Mi. 
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Revered Baba Bhakti Vijay 



/ 


The composer of‘Braj Bhoomi Mohini’ and of the biography of 
Saint Ushaji ‘Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorwa Shri Bhaktimati Usha Behenji’ 
Revered Baba was born on 19-12-1938. 

As per the instructions of Revered Usha Behenji, Baba lived at 
almost all the Leela sites and coming in contact with the many saints 
received the desired material required for the book. Nandgaon always 
remained his own gaon. He enjoyed a deep intimacy with the innocent 
villagers of Nandgaon. At the command of Revered Usha Behenji, he 
composed the very first book ‘Braj Bhoomi Mohini’ and dedicated this 
unequalled gift to his guru, mother and ishta Usha Behenji and her 
Thakurji. After the Golokgaman of Revered Behenji, he published 
many books from ‘Braj Nidhi Prakashan. 

On 24 th May 2008, at the age of about 70 years he left his body 
and went near his guru and ishta forever and ever. 


Introduction 


Description Of Braj 


9'Jib'll Wf ^Tf- 
^T¥: ^FOT^r cHpddHM: I 
W. MHAit 

PlR^HlNdlsffc II 1 

10 / 44 / 13 ) 


The site of signals, gestures and messages is ‘Braj’. 

The divine play “The Braj Leela” commences with the signal 
of the Beloved in the form of the alluring music flowing from the 
flute. This message is heard and understood only by the maidens 
of the Braj. They welcome and honour this message with different 
signs and messages of their own, worshipping that ‘Message Sender’ 
they become lost and absorbed in the unlimited ocean of bliss. These 
messages flow in the form of sharp arrow like sidelong glances, 
sometimes in the form of soft silky curly hair with its bumblebee-like 
strands, sometimes they flow from the silky smooth rays of His moon 
like face, not only this, sometimes flowing through the countless sweet 
and charming rays of His smile, they fill the maidens with new breaths 
of life. These signals and messages then striking a friendship with 
each other become steeped in the blissfulness of the Braj Bhoomi, 
become absorbed, become intoxicated. Collecting these very same 
rasa particles, this Braj Bhoomi becomes blessed and content. 

A rasik saint once said, “Neither is there an abode like Braj 
nor its characteristic festivity, romp and revelry readily available 
anywhere else. The noise of the material world is not heard in the 
romp and revelry of Braj. The ears remain filled with the sounds but 
not of the world or its sensory subjects but with the sounds of the 
chirping of the birds, with the sweet soft sound of the gentle flow 
of Yamuna, with the tinkling, chiming anklets of the Braj maidens 


1. Sakhi! If you ask me the truth, Braj Bhoomi alone is most sacred and blessed 
because Shri Pumshottam Himself lives here in disguise of a human being. The One 
Whose feet are worshipped by Lord Shankar and Laxmi ji, that very Prabhu, wearing 
a garland of colourful forest flowers, playing His flute along with Balaram ji, grazing 
the cows and engaged in various games wanders here joyfully. 
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laughing at the ha nk s of Yamuna, with the intoxicating sound of their 
jokes and laughter engrossed in conversations about the beloved, 
with the sweet sound of the playing of the cowherd children, with the 
intoxicating laughter of the Prince of Braj Shri Krishna surrounded 
by his cowherd friends, with the sound of the flute soaked with the 
sweet nectar of Brajraj Kishore standing under a Kadamba tree on 
the ha nks of Yamuna, with the sound of the bangles, the anklets and 
the other ornaments of the Braj maidens running mesmerised towards 
Him spellbound by the sound of this flute, all these sounds and then 

the sound of that rasa vilas .of which the aforementioned sounds 

are only a delectable prelude.the sound of the rasa waves surging 

and erupting in the ocean of divine ecstasy. 

Not only this, the fortune of the beautiful nikunjas of Braj is 
beyond words. Every sand particle is the introducer of a new Leela. 
The trees, the creepers here are swaying drunk with ecstasy even 
today. The Leela vihar here is eternal and perpetual. Even today 
the Leela vihar in the very same unobstructed way and the humour, 
amusement and the rasa ras are flowing in the alleys, in the nikunjas 
and the gardens of Braj. Only the willingness to collect and treasure it 
is absent. The Rasikas are experiencing those Leelas even today. 

In the life of Bhaktimati Shri Usha Behen ji one such divine 
sequence of events unfolded by the wish of Priya-Priyatam (Shri 
Radha Krishna) which was extraordinarily incredible. Shyama 
Shyam sent one of the sakhis of their very own parikar to behen ji 
to reveal the transcendental Leelas taking place in the present. Now 
I wish to present a few pictures of those divine Leelas to the readers 
and introduce them to such an environment which will be called 
impossible in today’s age and time. 

One 

"Sakhi! You had said that after collecting the bounty of rasa 
yesterday, the maddened swings are waiting for us even today, the 
trees and the vines are looking out on the path waiting for our arrival. 
The cloud and the lightning are waiting for us but that supremely 
intelligent Shri Krishna has not arrived up till now. Look! The clouds 
are thundering, the lightning is flashing, and the peacocks are dancing. 

The trees and the vines filled with a blissful frenzy are swaying. 

eagerly waiting for the beloved”, Kishori Radhika said putting Her 
lotus like hand on the shoulder of Lalita who was standing nearby. 
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Second 

"The trees soaked in the rains swayed and shook the vines. 
The intoxicated sashaying of the trees and the vines rocked by that 
swaying filled the hearts of the Braj maidens with sweet intoxicating 
convulsions. Getting a powerful inspiration from the Nature to unite 

with the Priyatam they became restless. The excitement in the 

heart of the Priyatam translating into naughty playfulness in every 
part of His body was provoking and inciting Him again and again. 
The sweet turmoil in the heart of Priya ji filling Her whole body with 
powerful shivers was making Her thrilled. Peeping from the window 
of the flower mansion they saw the grey light of the early morning, 
and then exchanging glances..." 

Another one 

“Rasik Shekhar drew strange pictures today. On the smooth 
forehead, soft cheeks..., beautifully shaped round arms above the 
elbows....of the rasa soaked Kishori. The rasa ranga filled love 
marks of the night vilas were concealed by those drawings of flowers 

and leaves.Priya ji, drowned in god knows which emotions, filled 

with which sweet intoxicating feelings, feeling shy because of which 
naughty plays, was sitting motionless against a huge tree with Her 
lotus like eyes shut and with one feet on top of the other....and ...” 

Another one 

“Through the window one more gust of cool breeze entered 
inside. In order to make themselves warm, it made the rasa crazy Yugal 

more and more., in the colourful pushing and shoving of the union 

of the auspicious bodies.lost.and intoxicated those Yugal. 

plunging in the depth of the ocean of intoxicant and sinking more and 

more those Yugal coloured in rasa .who knows how they were 

delivering each other and taking care of each other. That vilas of the 
intoxication of those moments, oh!....” 

Yes! So this land of Braj is endowed with the Leelas of Priya- 
Priyatam. 

The meaning of the word ‘Braj ’ has to do with all pervasiveness. 

fluilrlld T? ^T?r I 

AT ^frfcT PTdrfll' II 

(TTO rro) 

The Para Brahma, that is beyond the three qualities of satva (purity, 
goodness), raja (activity, passion) and tama (darkness, ignorance), that 
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alone is all pervasive. That itself is called 'Braj'. It is of the form of 
truth, consciousness and bliss, supremely radiant and indestructible 
and only those free from the bondage of action live in it. 

The very form of the Supreme Being, the Braj Dham is the 
eternal abode of Shri Krishna. He is Atmaram and Apta Kam. He 
is satchidanandamaya and becomes effortlessly attainable by the 
devotees here. 

The Ahladini Shakti of Shri Krishna is Shri Radha. Shri Krishna 
manifested Her from the left side of His body to fulfill His desire of 
raman. Because of His raman with the personification of “unlimited 
beauty, sweetness and love” i.e. Shri Radha, Shyam Sundar is called 
Atmaram. The word 'Kam' resonates desires. The things desired by 
Shri Krishna are the cows, the cowherd boys, gopis and Leela vihar 
with them. These are always and perpetually available in Braj, because 
of this Shri Krishna is called Apta Kam. 

Every particle of the earth of Braj is imprinted with the feet of 
Shri Yugal, it is soaked in their rasa-madhuri and remains blissful in 
their keli vilas. The quarrel that breaks out at the river banks or in 
kunjas-nikunjas transforms into a prelude of some blissful give and 
take of rasa. Any season, any time, the rasaftd environment appears 
on its own as per the wishes of Priya-Priyatam. How is this rasa vihar 
that is pervading the land of Braj? 

“The nature changed its curtain in Braj. The cool breeze of the 
spring carrying the warmth of the summer started blowing softly. But 
this warmth was not intense. The admission of fierceness and cruelty 
is forbidden in Braj. Even in that warmth there was a message of new 
vihar. Though the bodies did not become hot but the hearts were filled 
with the heat of Madan (Cupid). God knows which coolness, this heat 
started wishing for. Begging for which blissfulness it arrived here. 
The rasa generous Yugal Priyatam did its worship and set the playful 
endeavours of the spring sports free in the coolness of water sports. 
That sport completely and fully entering in the clean water of the 
lakes, in the beautiful blue nectarean waters of Shri Yamuna started 
generating waves of new and novel pastimes.” 

(With gratitude from the scripture Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorva Shri Bhaktimati 
Usha Behen ji) 

In the Leela of the Lord there is no admission of the gross 
Nature. The Leela of Shri Krishna is divine. Gracing His intimate 
devotees Himself, He makes them taste it. This Leela has been shown 
to be of two types called “Nitya (perpetual) and Prakat (manifest)”. 
Nitya Leela due to being related to His own parikar, is available to 
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and can be enjoyed only by the rasikas and the intimate devotees of 
the Lord. The Leela that takes place before all living beings is ‘Prakat 
Leela’. As the parikar of Nitya and Prakat Leela are the same, the 
Nitya and Prakat Leela in spite of seeming different are in principal 
and form one and the same like the shadow of each other. 

The area around or near Mathura has been given the name ‘Braj ’. 
In that very place the Nitya Leela of the Lord is always in motion. The 
intimate devotees and the rasikas experience it and are experiencing 
it. At the end of the twenty eighth Dwapar when those empowered 
and entitled to see and experience the Nitya Leela and Rahasya (secret 
and mysterious) Leela assemble here, at that time the Lord incarnates 
with His intimate devotees in Braj and provides rasa to them with 
His blissful Leelas. While established in His uninterrupted and 
indestructible blissful form, the Lord with His power of supernatural 
and divine faculties alone can create and destroy effortlessly. But the 
main objective of the incarnation of the Lord is to suffuse His intimate 
devotees with the sweet ambrosial rasa. 

The Lord has three Shaktis or powers. They are Ahladini, 
Sandhini and Samvit. Vrindavan and Braj are the vilds of His Sandhini 
Shakti. 

Vrindavan is the main site of Braj. At some places Braj has also 
been called Vrindavan. Here the enchanting ha nks of Shri Yamuna, 
the beautiful foothills of Gowardhan and the eighty four kosa land is 
perceptible to the physical eyes even today. 

The word Braj has been used in the Vedas also. 

TTFfr IW:’ i.e. the place where cows wander or 

graze is called Braj. 

In Harivansha Puran the word 'Braj' has been used for the area 
around Mathura. That place is now famous as 'Gokul'. 

In Shrimad Bhagwat the names Gokul, Braj, Goshtha and 
Nandagram have been used for almost the same site, where the cows 
live and which is the place of residence of Shri Nandarai ji. 

In Garga Samhita when Lord Shri Krishna spoke about His 
incarnation to Shri Radha, She said that She will not be happy at any 
place where there is no Shri Yamuna, Shri Giriraj and Shri Vrindavan. 
Hearing this the Lord sent the three to the earth. 

^TFT FFHp I 

^ *HpiT, yTTmr-H ^ qft 11 

rn ^O 2/3/24) 
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In the Puranas also 'Mathura Mandal'or 'Braj Mandal' has only 
been used mostly for Braj. 

In the Ashtachhap literature the word 'Braj' has been used for 
the place of grazing, raising of the cows and for the place of vihar of 
the cows and the cowherds. In Ashtachhap, by calling Shri Akroor ji 
and Uddhav ji 'Madhuvaniya' i.e. the resident of Madhuvana, Braj has 
been kept separate from Mathura. 

The modem form of Braj was ascertained only in the fifteenth 
century and even to this day the eighty four kosa land that is around 
Mathura and which is related to Shri Krishna Leela - that very same 
area has continued to be called 'Braj'. 

Shri Bhatt ji Maharaj has expressed his feelings by calling 
‘Braj Bhoomi’ mohini i.e. magical- 

t I 

fi'lffl'Tl *Tt!RT JTtFfi' 'dfidl 1 Tpft II 

sif’ # ^Tt^T ^TFTC Tim Tl$l II 

Shri Hari Vyas ji Devacharya ji Maharaj has accepted the 
significance of Vrindavan and Braj by saying 

“pi 

sjfa % w* mfcii ii 


Ftrl FtrT *1% Tfl" 

(tJO ^O) 

Shri Vithaleisha Prabhu of Vallabha sect, worshipping the Braj 
Bhoomi said that Braj Bhoomi is auspicious and only auspicious. 

‘TRIM +RM ^ sjfa : *T T T^T' 

And how is this Braj Bhoomi, where Shri Nandanandan is 
increasing the joy and delight of Shri Nandarai ji and mother Yashoda, 
where the darshan of the pinnacle of the love with the Braj beauties 
is being had, where the Rds rasa is flowing. This Braj Bhoomi is 
auspicious and worshipable. 

Before the eyes of Bhaktimati Usha Behen ji, who was alive 
with the rasa abundance of Braj Bhoomi and absorbed in the rasa of 
Vrindavan, the blue and yellow Sweetness Incarnates filled with the 
rasa intoxication manifested at the bank of Shri Yamuna- 
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stfRRT WRRT # FRT I 

Cj30M)-Plct5CHJl ^ FqpT'H Ft II 

IWe ef50Mt-Fle|50Ml # Pf><) 'T^T ^TTT I 
-H^Hd <BM=K, FW faFTT II 

F*Ff FRf# F^FRT F^, FRffT «RT FFT I 

F^Ff «K^I<=I^I', WF faFW II 

Wandering in these kunja-nikunja of Braj Bhoomi engrossed in 
vihar even today, Priya-Priyatam are making their intimate devotees 
more and more blissful. 

Shri Roop Goswamipad has described the four abodes of 
Shri Krishna in 'Laghu Bhagwatamrita'. In that 'Gokul' and 'Shri 
Vrindavan' have been shown as the other names of 'Braj'. Shri Shri 
Jeevagoswamipad has called 'Shri Vrindavan', 'Gokul' and 'Braj' 
synonyms of the same abode. 

Saying in Shri Shri Chaitanya Charitamrita- 

sfrFtFRT, FR rRf sift I 
3dd-fPT, d^ldd Hid II 

Therefore 'Gokul 1 , 'Braj', 'Goloka' and 'Vrindavan' are accepted 
as synonyms. 

The region of Vrindavan and the area around it related to Shri 
Krishna Leela (except Mathura) has been accepted as Braj by all the 
great ones. 
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Boundaries of Braj and its Geography 

^ w\ ^ i 

im I, w ii 

From the above couplet it is evident that the boundary of Braj 
comprises of Bara sthan on one side, Sonhada on the other, Bateishwar, 
the village of Shoorsein on the third. Mr. Growse has given the 
description of this very couplet in his book 'Mathura Memoir'. From 
this it is evident that the area between Bara sthan of Aligarh district, 
Saunda (Sonhada) of Gurgaon district and Bateishwar village of 
Shoorsein in Baha sub district is Braj. 

According to Brahmanda Puran, the Hasyavana is considered 
to be in the east, Janhu vana in the south, Parwat vana in the west and 
Suryapatan Vana in the north . 1 

Therefore in the east Hasangarh of Agra district is famous as 
Hasyavana, in the west the hilly village near Kamvana (Parwatvana) 
of Rajasthan is famous as Parwatvana, in the south Jajau village 
of Dhaulpur sub district is famous as Janhu vana and in the North 
Suryapatan vana is considered to be the area near Jeiwar village of 
Aligarh district. 

Many scholars have explained their view by showing Braj 
Mandal as being round like a circle. Based on the word ‘Braj Mandal’ 
it is natural to accept the shape as being round but at the same time it 
does not seem natural that this roundness is of the form of a perfect 
circle. 

The famous poet of Pushti sect, the eminent devotee Soordas ji 
in his scripture Soor Saravali considering the borders of Braj stretched 
up to eighty four kosa has said in the following pada 


l. yuiu'M 

'rwbt iArcT Ti u i i 

'*TFT Ti u l WT 'JlnS'M tocT 

wfi ^ 'tfrsrh eptiir TOiwi fferh i 
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* 1 % fafa %g 5 T If sft f^W STTR- I 
*nj^r ^ «i^mi srf^TTPr ii 

*1«^l?«t, ^<+>d, fef^T^T, «MH«H STFT I 
vftFWT, W, %TTT, FFT II 

#0# f^T 3T?T f^TTnlT #WcT t ^TtFF I 
WT%F, W^, ^ 3 ^ftcT WSf Ft^T II 

In Garga Samhita while proceeding to Vrindavan from Gokul 
Shri Sanand ji replying to the question of Shri Nandarai ji said- 

FPjfpsqf =rfHrt FFt: I 

qft^FTRT 3llfaldH<l--mqt +i u Svl' f^T: II 

(7TO ^TO 2) 

The scholars have called the eighty four kosa land that is to the 
east of Varhishada ( Barahada), to the south of Yadupur (Bateishwar, 
the village of Shoorsein) and to the west of Shonitapur (Sonhada) 
'Braj 'or 'Mathura Mandal'. 

Thus all have accepted the area falling within the borders of 
Bara, Bateishwar and Sonhada as Braj. 
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The Circumambulation of Braj 

The custom of taking the tour of Braj has continued to exist 
in our scriptures since a long time. Akroor ji and Uddhav ji came to 
Braj. The arrival of Shri Balrama ji Maharaj in Braj and his vihar are 
also famous. But for the purpose of manifesting the sites of Leela, the 
tour of Braj taken by Vajranabha ji with the help of great sage Shri 
Shandilya is important. 

It seems the form of the circumambulation of Braj was 
ascertained in the fifteenth century. In those very days the incidents of 
Braj travel done by Shri Vallabhacharya j i Maharaj, Shri Madhawendra 
Puri ji Maharaj and Shri Chatura Naga ji are found. In addition to 
these the tour of the Braj sites and the salvage of the sites by Lokanath 
Goswami, Bhugarbha Goswami, Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji, 
Shri Goswami Vithalnath ji Maharaj, Swami Shri Haridas ji Maharaj 
and Shri Hita Harivansha ji Maharaj is connected to the history like a 
jewel with the string. 

In Braj mainly two methods of circumambulation are popular. 
The route of the followers of Pushti sect starts from Mathura, Vishram 
Ghat and the route of the other Vaishnava sects starts from Vrindavan 
itself. The sequence of the tour and the resting points after that are 
almost the same for both the routes. 

First Rest Point 

The first rest point after starting from Mathura is Madhuvana 
for a day. After visiting the neighbouring sites like Tal vana, Kumud 
vana the tour takes its second rest at Shantanu Kund. After visiting 
the sites here (after two days) the third rest point of circumambulation 
is at Bahula vana (described in Mathura section). After staying here 
for two days and seeing the sites here the tour makes the fourth stop 
at Shri Radha kund or Kusum sarowar for one day. After visiting the 
sites here the fifth stop is made at Gowardhan or Chandra sarowar. 
Here the rest is for two days. The sixth stop of the tour is at Jatipura 
(See Giriraj section).The Vaishnavas of the Pushti sect stay here 
longer. The seventh stop of the tour is made at Deega where the stay 
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is for two days. 

Ghata is the eighth stop of the Braj tour. The ninth stop is at 
Kamvana where three days are taken to visit all the sites (See Kamvana). 
The tenth stop is Barsana. After that Sankeit (see Vrishbhanupur) is 
the eleventh and Shri Nandagaon is the twelfth stop. After staying 
in Nanda gaon for three days, the thirteenth stop is made at Badi 
Baithan. Kotavana is the fourteenth stop of the tour. Fifteenth stop is 
Kosi. Paigam is the sixteenth and Sheirgarh is the seventeenth stop of 
the tour. Cheer ghat is the eighteenth stop and Bachhavana (See Shri 
Nandagaon) is the nineteenth stop. 

The twentieth stop of Braj tour is Vrindavan. Flere the tour stays 
for three days (see Vrindavan). Next the twenty first stop is at Loha 
vana and Baladev is the twenty second stop of the tour. 

The twenty third stop is Gokul (See Gokul mahavana). After 
visiting the sites of Gokul and the neighbouring area, the tour comes 
back to Vishram ghat in Mathura. After the worship of Shri Yamuna 
the tour comes to a complete stop. 

Besides this sometimes certain changes are made in this 
sequence or order as per the convenience. 
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Leela Sites, The Contribution of Nature And 
Bhoomi in Braj 

The intimate devotees of Braj, the sentimental devotees and the 
eminent rasikas have seen Braj as something more than the definitions 
of the grammarians and the scholars of the scriptures and therefore 
they have expressed their feelings accordingly. 

Braj, this very earthly Vrindavan or Braj, which as the shadow 
of the Goloka Dham is being easily perceived by the physical eyes, is 
looking gross or physical only because of the limitation of the eyes. 
For the divine eyes there is no limitation of grossness. There the Leela 
vihar of Priya-Priyatam is always in motion and that very same eternal 
vihar is being enjoyed in this eighty four kosa land every moment. 

In the words of Shripad Jeeva Goswami, Braj has been called 
superior than Goloka because this earthly Vrindavan or Braj is 
capable of providing the darshan and attainment of Goloka Dham to 
its residents. 

The site of signals and messages has been called Braj. The 
site of the Leela vihar of Rasik Pranayi Priya-Priyatam and the 
embodiments of love these Braj maidens has been called Braj, the 
entire nature, living beings and the nonliving insentient world steeped 
in the trance of love has been called Braj. The endless unfathomable 
beauty that is getting scattered every moment and the Leela sites 
savouring that beauty has been termed as Braj. Not only this, where 
the rasa vihar-vilas of Priya-Priyatam with these Braj maidens who 
are Priya-Priyatam’s own forms is always in motion, where there is 
neither a beginning nor an end, where love and only love is scattered 
everywhere, where the rasa of love is always surging in that ocean 
of love, where the Rasik Yugal and their beloveds Braj damsels 
drown and float in the whirlpool of rasa and god knows what else-that 
very place is Braj. Where there is rasa and rasa only and the ones 
empowered and entitled to enjoy that rasa are the Braj damsels, the 
intimate devotees of the Yugal and other emotional devotees who are 
absorbed in them. 
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The Leelas of Priya-Priyatam always remain in motion. Those 
very same sites have been gracing all the living beings, are gracing 
even now and are getting restless to grace more. From where do we 
get those ears empty of the noise of the world which can enjoy that 
divine sweet rasa, those eyes which only see the Leela vihar of Priya- 
Priyatam pervading the eighty four kosa land, above all that heart 
empty of all worldly desires that can collect that sweetness and taste 
those showering rasa drops. 

The Leela sites of the time of Shri Krishna had almost 
disappeared in the course of time and due to other various reasons. 

These almost lost and disappearing sites were salvaged by Shri 
Vajranabha ji, the great grandson of Lord Shri Krishna in the guidance 
of great sage Shri Shandilya. The work of the salvage of many Leela 
sites remained undone and as time passed only the ruins and remains 
were left of them. 

Shri Shri Ramanujacharya ji Maharaj and Shri Shri 
Nimbarkacharya ji Maharaj had already made their contribution. 
Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj made special 
contributionfortheprotectionof dharma. He toured India several times 
and propagated the recitation of Shrimad Bhagwat and the worship of 
child Krishna. He lived inBraj. His son Gosain Shri Vithalnathji also 
remained dedicated to the propagation and promotion of the dharma. 
Many goswamis and acharyas including Shri Gokulnath ji salvaged 
and rehabilitated the almost disappearing sites of Braj. 

In Bengal Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu flowed the river of 
devotion. He sent Shri Bhugarbha Goswami, Shri Lokanath ji, Shri 
Roop ji and Sanatan ji to Braj to manifest the sites of pilgrimage. 
They came to Braj and seeing the sites almost disappearing became 
anguished. Based on the indications received in the moments of 
anguish they went to those sites and lamented poignantly and prayed, 
"O Leela sites! Please manifest and give darshan to us so that the 
living beings of Kaliyuga can be delivered." The same happened. 
Many tirthas and sites of Leela appeared before the devotees and gave 
darshan to them. Those sites by the name of tirthas connected to the 
Leelas have appeared for our physical eyes even today. These are 
the very same sites of Nitya Leela which are connected to one or the 
other Leela of Shri Krishna. They organize Leelas as per the wish and 
interest of Shri Krishna even today. Here even the Nature is conscious 
and eternal. 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 

How is this Braj and the form of Leelas constantly in motion 
here. Given below are some emotions and indications of feelings 
described in the episodes of Leelas seen and experienced by a divine 
saint- 

"Come friends! Let us hide in the vines and bushes in the 
alleys of the Kadamba vana and see the novel ways of the new keli 
madhuri of rasa clever Yugal and then catching those Experts of keli 

and generating new waves in the rasa ocean of humour.organize 

some other new keli." 

An active energy spread amongst the friends. Shaking the hand 
of Shri Lalita they said, "Sakhi! How did you take our side today? By 
accepting the challenge of revealing the private keli madhuri of keli 
adepts Kishore Kishori, you have amazed and astounded us today." 

Episode One 

“Let us go Kishori! There is no point in delaying now. The cool 
white moonlight coming down from the sky is radiating in the kunja- 
nikunja. The winter breeze feeling lazy has gone to sleep, god knows 
where. Who knows when she might get up stretching herself and then 
shaking the vines and the trees, stirring the waters of Shri Yamuna 
start blowing as if intoxicated. Let us go! I have taken your soft shawl 
as well.” Priya ji smiled. She got up from the bed. Taking the shawl 
from the sakhi, She put it on Her shoulder and holding the sakhi’s arm 
directed her to move. 

(With gratitude from the scripture Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorva Shri Bhaktimati 
Usha Behen ji) 

The Nature of Braj is not inert, it is conscious. Leela of Shri 
Krishna is always in motion in Braj. The devotees are savouring it even 
today. The desired way to experience these sites is by contemplating 
the Leelas. Who can say when this contemplation providing the direct 
vision of Shri Krishna and His beloved sakhis will make us experience 
their Leelas directly? 

The Nature of Braj, its trees, its enchanting nikunjas, the banks 
of Shri Yamuna, all these are connected with the delightful Leelas of 
Shri Krishna. These sites are gracefully eager even today to give us 
the taste of those Leelas - for that an intense desire and continuous 
asking are necessary. 

Braj Bhoomi is divine, it is transcendental. The Nature here is 
not just Nature alone. It is the Leela parikar which not only assuming 
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forms as per the wish of Shyam Sundar becomes an assistant in the 
keli of Shyam Sundar but is also a flourishing, blooming instrument 
for the completion of the Leela. This Nature of Braj, a Leela parikar 
is capable of providing the darshan of Shri Krishna to the ones who 
are its devotees. Many delightful experiences of many great ones are 
connected to these blissful nikunjas, trees and vines, the banks of Shri 
Yamuna and many sites of Braj. Shri Jagannath Prasad Bhaktamali 
ji Maharaj often used to say, ' The trees and the vines are capable of 
giving the darshan of the Leela of Shri Krishna and are capable of 
giving complete grace positively.' There is a possibility of contrary 
happening in the case of being in the shelter of someone (in a human 
body) but on taking the shelter of Shri Krishna Leela parikar, the 
Nature of Braj and on praying sincerely, even these trees and vines are 
capable of providing the darshan of Shri Krishna. 'Jan' and 'Ajan' trees 
in the foot hills of Shri Giriraj are the visible proof. Even today many 
such examples can be seen. As proofs, many saints of experience 
virdjmdn in their physical body are guiding our paths even today. 
While visiting a certain Leela site if our heart and mind become 
absorbed and experience blissfulness, it is proof in itself. Do we need 
more concrete proof? 

The sites here sweep their thorny paths, clean them for the 
vihar of Priya-Priyatam and make them useful for Leela. Braj Bhoomi 
dissolves the thorns, pebbles and stones in itself, makes the site 
suitable for vihar and considers itself blessed and content. 

The foothill of Shri Giriraj has given and is giving a form and 
shape to the experiences of many great saints. When revered pandit 
Gayaprasadji, a saint of the highest order, virdjmdn in Dan ghati was 
asked, 'Maharaj! It is the opinion of the experienced people that those 
who come in the refuge of Shri Giriraj ji certainly get the experience 
of his causeless mercy and grace. You have been virdjmdn here for 
long. You must have experienced it.' Whatever was said by him, I will 
try to write the same as it is. His small serious words were, “Rasikan 
nei sanchi kahee hai. Mero kaha hai, main to peta bharabei kee tain 
paryo hun” i.e. “The Rasikas have spoken the truth. As far as I am 
concerned, I live here only to fill my stomach.” You will be able to 
infer what is evident from this humble saying. 

Shri Priyasharan ji Maharaj was deeply dedicated to Braj and 
the sites of Braj. He often used to say, "Brother! To take the name of 
Shyam Sundar is beyond your capacity. Even to make attempts for 
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His attainment is not within your control. Therefore somehow keep 
living in the refuge of these Leela sites, they will give you the love 
for Priya-Priyatam themselves." One mahatma Shri Madanmohandas 
Baba ji Maharaj of Nandagaon had deep dedication for the Leela sites 
of Braj, for its raja, trees and the abode. He used to say, "Brother! if 
the site did not appear for you and did not give you the transcendental 
darshan then what is the point." He had firm belief that these sites 
gave shelter to the sadhakas and were capable of providing the love 
of Priya-Priyatam to them. 

In Sankeit village for the safety of a tree a wall was made around 
it by Shri Radha Madhav Sansthan, Gorakhpur. That Peepal tree was 
there for all to see until three years ago. Last year it was cut once it 
dried. That tree was connected to the Leela experiences of many great 
saints. Many of those who saw the strange incident of the three trees 
in the fields in front of Imalitala about fifteen- twenty years ago are 
still present in Shri Vrindavan. When a branch of the tree was cut 
many had seen the blood drops falling. The Neem tree in the garden of 
Dau ji which used to make its joy and elation felt during the singing of 
the names of the Lord by Ramdas Baba ji is still there and is attracting 
a lot of sentimental devotees by waving its flag of loftiness. 

Nature and Leela are not separate. Nature assists in different 
ways in the keli of Priya-Priyatam by arranging the instruments of 
Leela, since being a Leela parikar it is alive and assuming a form 
useful for Leela, looking beautiful in the blissful keli of Yugal as a 
Leela instrument, it is extremely fortunate. 

The restlessness to meet the Priyatam that is permeating 
the exuberant and blissful crowd going towards Nanda Palace, 
the delectable sweetness of the beauty of the Priyatam, the Leela 
arrangement of a Braj maiden who is setting up a prelude to some 
Leela, the morning languor on the sweet face beautified by the smooth 
curly hair are inviting signals, enough to make anyone emotionally 
helpless and powerless. 

Who wouldn’t get intoxicated by the ambrosial sweetness of 
Shyam Sundar going through the grazing alleys following the cows 
and calling Hee-O, Hee-O, giving rasa invitations by means of 
sidelong glances or by the resonance of His sweet laughter or by 
means of arranging the pitambar and sometimes by means of saying 
amusing things to the sakhas, giving the address of kunja- nikunja to 
His beloveds. O friend ! Today we will not go to the delightful nikunja 
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near the 'Bahak vana' of Nandagram, because although the water there 
is cool but the water for the cows to drink is a little far from there. 
Giving the addresses of the sites of Leela to the sakhis by speaking in 
such a way Nandanandan is giving joy to all. 

Who wouldn’t get yeamful for the rasaful noose of Shyam 
Sundar Who, seeing the crowd of sakhis going in the forest alleys 
to sell milk and yogurt, starts blowing His flute from a distance, 
mesmerising them, gives rasaful invitations and creates a prelude to 
rasa vihar in various kunjas. 

On the pretext of filling the pots at the panaghat (river bank 
where water is drawn) these Braj maidens, with their hearts and minds 
(also called ghat ) filled with love, are not going there just to fill water 
in the pots. "Panaghat Jan Dai Ree, Panaghat Jat Hain" meaning 
O friend! Let me go to the river ha nk otherwise my vow (pana) of 
meeting the Priyatam will diminish (ghat). To protect this promise or 
vow the blissful crowd of the Braj maidens goes to the river bank with 
the pots. Savouring the ambrosial glances of Priyatam as they put their 
pots in the water to fill them, the blissful flute starts resonating. Who 
knows if after that the Braj maidens come back with filled pots or 
empty pots. O Sakhi! All this is the revelation of that river bank only. 

Sometimes He causes these damsels who are selling the milk 
and yogurt to say, "Govind Leihu, Leihu Koi Govind" meaning buy 
Govind somebody buy Govind. 

Who will not become absorbed in rasa after experiencing the 
delectable teasing, quarreling and arguing, twisting and turning in 
pride and ego, the sweet talks and sweet glances in the deserted alleys, in 
the nikunjas at the banks of Yamuna and after savouring the water sports. 

The crowd of sakhas that arrived on the pretext of grazing, 
suddenly stopped the Braj maidens coming down the narrow pathways 
by appearing as if from everywhere and then this Pranayi Rijhawar, 
asking for special rasa on the pretext of asking for milk, sometimes 
gets absorbed in the rasaful planning of Dan-Man and sometimes 
soaking these maidens in rasa, gets submerged in the rasa Himself. O 
Shri Giriraj! All this is becoming possible only because of your grace . 

In the afternoon at Shri Radha Kund and Shyam Kund after 
being in the Lalita-Nandada nikunja Priyatam Shyam Sundar is 
virajman in Madan-Sukhada-nikunja suffusing Shri Vishaka ji in rasa 
and providing bliss to all. 

These solitary and private caves of Giriraj converting into 
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Leelas of rasa vihar remain soaked with the blissful glimpse of 
Shayan keli (pastime of sleeping) and this delectable hustle bustle of 
the milk maids merges quietly in the many blissful Leelas of dan. 

When the narrow alley of ‘Sankhari Khor’ the blissful site in 
Gahawar vana, converting into Dan keli that aggravated due to the 
rebuking, reproving and forbidding of man, gets converted into 
divine rasa vilas in Vilas Gadhi then these sites fill themselves with 
the spillovers of those rasadrops. 

What is this if not the beautiful grace of the sites of Leela 
themselves who becoming soaked and nourished in the blissful solitary 
Leelas of Priya-Priyatam, carefully preserving that very atmosphere 
in their bosoms and distributing the same to us today are making those 
Leelas visible for us and are becoming restless to make us taste those 
Leelas. 
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THE OTHER NEIGHBOURING SITES 

1. Ambikavan 

2. Kumudvan 

3. Ganeshara (Gandheshwar Tirtha) 

4. Talvan (Tarasigram) 

5. Datiya 

6. Madhuvan (Maholigram) 

7. Madhuri Kund 

8. Bahulavan (Vati gram) 

9. Satoha ( Shantanu Kund) 


MATHURA- Chapter One 


^ ^ ^TT^TT^ 

9TFT #TT^MftT =sr^T T^TcU % f ^T^fcT” II 



Almighty Lord Shri Krishna's birth place Mathura is 
transcendental and beyond Maya. Amongst the seven cities of 
Ayodhya, Mathura, Maya, Kanchi, Kashi, Avanti and Dwaravati on 
this earth, Mathura is satchidanandmayi. No kind of catastrophe can 
befall on the divine city as it is protected by Sudarshan Chakra (discus 
of the Lord). The place where Lord Krishna himself manifested how 
can any inauspiciousness ever occur there. In fact Mathura is more 
praiseworthy than Vaikuntha. 

It is a very ancient city. There are proofs of its existence even in 
Vedic times. Killing of Lavanasur, son of king Madhu by Shatrughna 
ji in Treta yuga is a well kn own story. Since it was the birth place of 
Lord Krishna in Dwapar yuga, its importance increased many fold. 
The relation of Shri Krishna Dwaipayan Vyas ji with Mathura (Braj) 
is also well known. According to Varaha Puran Shri Krishna Ganga 
Tirtha located between Soma and Vaikuntha Tirthas in Mathura has 
the honour of being the place of penance of Vyas ji. This place exists 
even today. 

Even today in the rainy season or during floods one can see 
in many places, various water streams flowing towards Yamuna ji or 
merging with her. In the past when the water flow used to be high, 
perhaps this high flow of water was permanently present in Saraswati 
Tirtha, Krishna Ganga and Dharapatan. Till date the importance of 
these places is well known everywhere. 

In the course of time many ups and downs came, the ancient 
sites of the Mathura city were mostly destroyed but the great city itself 
situated at the bank of Shri Yamuna continued to exist as it is. 

The grand houses and sky high lofts of the palatial buildings, 
the banks of Yamuna ji adorned with gems and jewels, the beautiful 
roads and pathways, the palaces of the rich, the beautiful gardens and 
the assembly halls and the houses of common citizens are adding to 
the magnificence and the opulence of the city. 

Even today Mathura city associated with many divine Leelas of 
Lord Krishna, imbued with the experiences of many Rasikas, steeped 





22 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


in the divine miracles of many Thakur deities and preserving the sweet 
memories of many saints and devotees in its womb, is attracting all 
Vaishnavas. 

This is the same city where the Lord of the universe Shri 
Krishna appeared in the prison with His bedazzling beauty, glorifying 
the face of the earth. Shri Krishna and Bahama always wander in its 
alleys, its gardens and the market places. The women folk of Mathura 
fully acquainted with the enchanting and the bewitching beauty of the 
two brothers, have been drinking the same impatiently and restlessly. 

On learning that Shri Krishna was arriving in Mathura these 
womenfolk filled with delirium left behind all the household work 
as it is and doing senseless makeup in a dazed stupor ran to their 
balconies to get His darshan. Beholding the dark beauty of the Lord 
which brings joy even to Shri Laxmi ji and drinking His furtive 
playful glances and the sweetness of His smile, the women of Mathura 
overpowered by their feelings of love for the Lord received Him in 
their hearts by way of their eyes and embraced Him in their hearts 
again and again to quench their thirst from times u nkn own. 

Not just this, every place here is imprinted with His foot prints, 
osculated with His various sports and steeped in His various divine 
Leelas. 

The city of Mathura is not merely a physical place as perceived 
by the physical eyes, it has in fact an eternal and perpetual relation 
with the divine and transcendental Leelas of the Lord. All the places 
here are divine, the river Yamuna is divine, her banks and ghats are 
divine, the sand particles are divine, the houses and palaces are divine. 
The markets, the gardens and the people of Mathura are all divine as 
they are Shri Krishna’s intimate devotees. Therefore Mathura and its 
divinity can be perceived only by the divine eyes. 

Many Leela sites associated originally with some or the other 
Leela of the Lord can be seen by the common people even today. 
The construction at the place of birth of Shri Krishna was first done 
by the great grandson of the Lord, Shri Vajranabha ji. The city was 
first attacked by Mahmood Gajanavi and he destroyed many places of 
Leela. Meer Munshi Ali Utvi writing about the grandeur and beauty 
of the temple of Lord Vasudev ji said that it cannot be described in 
words or in pictures. Writing about the grandeur of the same temple 
Sultan Mahmood said that if anyone wanted to build it today, it would 
require at least 10 crore dinars and 200 years. 

Gradually as peace was established, this temple was rebuilt in 
samvat 1207 by the king Vijay Chandra of Kannouj. Again the temple 
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was destroyed by Sikandar Lodi in samvat 1573. And thereafter built 
again. The French and Italian visitors described its artwork and beauty 
in 1669 AD. King Aurangzeb destroyed this temple in 1669 AD and 
built the mosque instead. In 1815 King Patnimal of Banaras bought 
the entire Katara Keshav Dev area for the construction of the temple. 
With the inspiration of extremely revered Shri Flanuman Prasad 
Poddar ji, the editor of the magazine Kalyan and with the financial 
help of many devotional devotees from all over India, this temple that 
was in ruins, was built once again in a grand manner and now has the 
proud privilege of being called Krishna Janmasthan. 

The ruins of the fort of Kansa are making a declaration about 
its historic antiquity. 

Flow can one even begin to say anything in regard to the city of 
Mathura. It is the central site of Braj and the birth place of the Lord 
Flimself, therefore it deserves to be worshipped. 

Form of Mathura 

farat ^r: ii 

(3TTO ^TO) 

Puranas describe Mathura as being lotus shaped. Shri 
Keshavdev ji is seated on the central pericarp, Shri Hardev ji in Shri 
Giriraj ji is virajman on the western petal, to the north Shri Govindadev 
ji is virajman in Vrindavan. The darshan of Shri Govindadev ji can 
release one from the cycle of death and birth. Seated on the petal in 
the east is Lord Vishranti and on the southern petal is Varaha dev ji 
who is the provider of all boons and fulfiller of all the wishes. 

Importance 

In the universe, India is supreme and in India the importance of 
Mathura is unparalleled. 

TTRt ^ II 

(T^O <TO) 

The merit that is accrued by living in India for many years can 
be achieved by just remembering Mathura city once. All the sins of a 
person are destroyed by bathing at different places in Mathura and he 
earns the merit of performing Ashwamedh yagya at every step. 
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Lord Himself says - 

(3TTO BfTO 40) 

O Vasundharei ! No other place on this earth or the netherworld 
or anywhere in the universe is dearer to me than the city of Mathura. 

f^TTT ^1rTv*fcT# drd’MI I 
STRFTT ^T%^fcT II 

('TO 40) 

Only those people develop attachment to the city of Mathura 
who have steady and unshakable devotion at the feet of Shri Krishna 
and who are eligible for His abundant grace. 

Again the Lord says, “O Vasundharei ! While I sleep, until then 
all the tirthas of the earth assemble and remain in Mathura.” 

^T^PTf q«=!M4 I 
WRTRT ^ TT^: STJRcT II 

(T^O 40) 

People who repeat or chant the names of the Lord or keep fasts 
in Mathura Dham earn the merit equal to that of doing the darshan 
of Lord’s birth place and are freed from all the sins. 

By doing the circumambulation of Mathura one can free 
oneself of the sins that are committed by drinking alcohol, killing of 
a Brahmin or a cow or breaking the vows of celibacy. 

Even the heavenly abodes are freed of all the sins just by 
having the darshan of the people who coming from distant places 
circumambulate Mathura city. 

Moreover, by merely making a resolution that “I will live in 
Mathura” one is freed from all kinds of bondage. 

*T 4^1 'dNcI I 

WRTR T TT^’ ' J F p T '414^ II 

(40 40) 

If anyone with a wish to do the darshan of Mathura dies before 
his wish is fulfilled, he will certainly be reborn in Mathura. There is 
no doubt about that. 
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H<*>l^ R R , T RTRT RftR% I 

f^fr RRR R«? £°RR7RT RR: RR: || 

RRTRRt -h <=M <: RITR^ ^FRt rr<*>: I 
J RRTSRTCRt WFRRRIR^ fanR RTSJT R%R^ II 
RR: ^5RR &R RRRfR I 

Rfa hThH^TT fcll^6cl RRT II 

The word Mathura is formed with the letter ‘Ma’ in the 
beginning, ‘Thu’ in the middle and ‘Ra’ in the end. That is why Mathura 
is like OM. ‘Ma’ represents Shri Maha Rudra, ‘Thu’ represents Shri 
Vishnu and ‘Ra’ represents Shri Brahma and together they constitute 
the word Mathura. Mathura is a superior abode because it exists in the 
form of the Trinity of God. 

3 # Tnjqfr sr^rr RftR# i 

Pddl^d ¥% R%T RRIRcl II 
r=i<i^t*tiM ^ rr ^ rrrt r% 1 

sfcpfRfa fW *i«MHlft f^R^ || 

Aho! How blessed is Mathura Dham greater than Narayana 
Dham Vaikuntha, where just by staying for a single day devotion to 
Hari is attained. And on staying for three nights, Shri Hari provides 
exclusive and intense love and attachment to Him which is a rare 
blessing even for those desirous of liberation. 

RR RS^ ^ RTRRRRtjR’R “nf^a+t, I 
R%R RT%Rf RtRT R^IR RTfoT R RRR: II 

3tsNt% ^ r: rttr Rnftrrt Ptrrrtr: i 

?1%R RraRT RlRR yi^l R RRR: II 
arsbc^ RRT RR RtR> RRf% cl, 

3RTR c[ Rdl RtfRRt =bd fgFRfT: I 
%SPT R^JR «*l$Pi+< %RT II 

(3TTO BfTO) 

The pious place, having the shape of a half moon, in the centre 
of Mathura, has a special significance. People who live here attain 
liberation. Those who die here attain Goloka Dham, the Lords own 
Dham effortlessly. Even those whose last rituals are performed here 
get liberated. 
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^ TFRT: I 

% ^pfRT ^ Wlfaf *FR II 

mo y>) 

Residents of Mathura are Lord Krishna's intimate devotees. 
One should not notice their faults and criticize. One who will find 
faults with them will never awaken to or become aware of his own 
weaknesses and shortcomings. 

The greatness of Mathura is beyond description. The eminent 
devotee Bilwamangal ji saw the son of Nanda and the daughter of 
Vrishbhanu smiling and wandering like an intoxicated elephant, 
helpless in love in the alleys of Mathura and he suddenly broke into 
a song- 

TPT 

fcrr irra - Rsjt wr# i 

=(M: '9p9TT 'stfcTTlT ftTTRTpRfpT- 

ef TT^ f44t wt II 

(4|=btu|+>J|l*td) 

Shri Bilwamangal ji Maharaj became emotionally powerless 
and helpless looking at the vilasmayi state of Shri Priya-Priyatam and 
at their furtive and restless glances. Savouring the rasaful efforts and 
endeavors of Shri Priya-Priyatam, he is going in a trance. Beholding 
Shri Priya-Priyatam, wandering in the alleys of Mathura, he is 
experiencing ecstatic joy. 

The sweetness of the smile of Shyam Sundar crowned with 
peacock feathers cast a spell on him. He had barely recovered from 
it, when the arrow like furtive glance pierced his heart and he sa nk 
into raptures. His heart started aching. After tasting that state of vilas, 
he became intoxicated and lost consciousness. He whispered softly, 
“Aha! The two oceans of sweetness, beauty and grace are wandering 
in the alleys of Mathura radiating the splendour and the effulgence of 
their beauty.” 

Mathura has primarily remained the principal center of 
propagation and promotion of Shri Nimbark sect in the past. In 
early days many teachers of different sects chose Mathura for the 
development and promotion of dharma. 

Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj came to 
Mathura and saw the exceptional and unique Braj Bhoomi that was 
giving joy to the eyes and the mind with its forests, rows of trees, 
lakes, rivers and gardens. 










MATHURA- Chapter One 


2 7 


Shrimadacharya ji offered prayers in the temple of Keshavdev 
ji. He also had the darshan of Bhuteshwar, Mathura Devi and Lord 
Varaha and performed the week long recitation of Shrimad Bhagwat. 

Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji became overwhelmed with 
love upon arriving in Mathura and started dancing in joy losing all 
consciousness of the outer world. The author of Bhakti Ratnakar has 
painted a vivid picture of the rapturous state of the Prabhu. 

3T^ ?ffPWTT ! TR I 

W a 

TFFT eftep T’FFT I 
Trt tHTt Tt? TET II 

WRT5T msq TTT I 

wfrr n 

TFTT ^ TFT '5TFT SET I 

WM 11 W 3RcT RTfe S*T || 

O! Shriniwas, Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu started dancing after 
the darshan of Lord Keshav overwhelmed with feelings of love. Who 
can describe the significance and the greatness of Lord Keshav, one 
circumambulation of whose is equal to the circumambulation of seven 
continents. 

Even today the divinity and transcendence of Mathura influences 
and inspires the hearts of many devotees. 

We are now giving below a sixty year old strange story told by 
Rai Sahib Shri Mathura das ji as it is - 

Rai Sahib was a senior officer of British government and was 
travelling in the first class of a train. A Muslim gentleman was sitting 
on the seat opposite him. After sometime when the train was about 
to start that gentleman took out a silver box from his pocket and 
took a pinch from it and put it in his mouth. Rai Sahib wondered if 
it was some expensive tobacco. Shortly, out of curiosity he asked the 
gentleman about the contents of the box. The gentle man said, “Sir! 
This is a very strange story. This box has the sand particles from the 
ha nk of Yamuna ji in Mathura.” 

He further said, “I am a Muslim, have some belief in God even 
and I live in Delhi. I like to stroll around alone in nights. One night I 
wandered off to the cremation ground and was surprised to see a few 
people singing and making merry at that hour. Coincidently when I 
went to the same place the following night, I found all of them crying. 
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Surprised I asked them, “Brother! You seemed very happy yesterday, 
why are you so sad today?” They said,“We are all ghosts.” I was 
frightened on hearing this but stood my ground. They said further, 
“Yesterday a man was supposed to die and join us but a bull at the 
ha nk of Yamuna ji killed him with its horns. The horns were smeared 
with the sand particles of Mathura. Hence the sand particles were 
transferred to his stomach. So he was liberated and did not join our 
team. This is why we are sad.” I was really surprised to hear this and 
developed a lot of faith and reverence. Since that day I carry the sand 
of Mathura with me all the time.” Rai Sahib said, “This experience of 
the Muslim gentleman influenced me greatly.” 

Many such incidents occur from time to time in Mathura and 
in Braj. 

Holy and Sacred Sites of Mathura 

When Lord Shri Krishna incarnated in Braj His parikar appeared 
with Him. In their memory many places in Mathura are worshipped as 
tirthas. We are now presenting below a short description of the main 
holy sites of Mathura. 


Shri Krishna Janmasthan 

ii 1 

sffFR I 

WIlM fflft PcRlWfl 

M rf? II 2 

It is very difficult to know the objective behind the incarnation 
of the Lord. Only the Lord knows the real reason but it seems that 
the main objectives are to manifest His own Leela form of condensed 
bliss and rasa, to destroy the wicked and to provide happiness to His 
devotees. In Shrimad Bhagwad Geeta the Lord proclaims. 

1. I bow to Shri Krishna, son of Shri Vasudev, provider of bliss to mata Devaki 
through vatsalya prem, killer of Kansa, Chanoor and others, worshipped deity 
of all the demigods and the guru of the whole world. 

2. That child Krishna, who is absorbed in His child like efforts at the bank of 
Kalindi, with the sweet chiming sound of the anklets and the ornamental belt 
around His waist, radiating the infinite beauty, wearing an amulet of lion’s nail, 
with a black dot on the forehead to protect Him from the evil eye, I pray to Him. 
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^rf frriWT ^ 1 

srf ^nF^FRT^T <H*Hlft II 

To protect the righteous, to destroy the wicked and to establish 
and restore the dharma, I reveal myself age after age. 

Mathura received the honour of being the birth place of the 
Lord where He appeared at the end of Dwapar of the twenty eighth 
chatur yuga of the Vaivaswat manvantar (the age of present Manu 
called Vaivaswat), on the eighth day of the dark fortnight of the month 
of Bhadra (Aug-Sep) i.e. the Krishnashtami. 

At that time, the atrocities were on the rise everywhere. The 
practice of dharma was but a facade. All the demigods were being 
tormented. Even the Mother Earth lost her patience therefore all of 
them went to Brahma ji. Brahma ji while praying to the Lord at the 
shore of Ksheer sagar, the ocean of milk went into samadhi. He 
heard a divine voice based on which he gave assurances of the Lord’s 
incarnation to the Mother Earth, Shankar ji and other demigods and 
told them that the Lord was going to appear in Braj at the house of 
Shri Vasudev ji and therefore they should all incarnate to serve Him. 

To serve the Lord and His beloved Radha ji many gopis will 
also appear in Braj. 

Hence, in the prison Vasudevji saw a child with four arms and 
with the mark of shrivatsa on the chest. He had the conch, the disc, 
the mace and the lotus in His hands and was wearing the necklace of 
Kaustubha mani. His complexion was of the hue of the blue clouds 
laden with water. On realising that the Lord Himself has appeared, 
Vasudevji was delighted and making many resolves in his mind paid 
his obeisance at the feet of the Lord and prayed. Devki ji also had the 
magnificent darshan of the Lord and prayed. 

Salutations to the All Blissful Lord Shri Krishnachandra. 

Even today that prison of Mathura is famous as “Shri Krishna 
Janmasthan”. It is located on the north side of Potara Kund. It seems 
the place has been newly constructed but the idols of Vasudev ji and 
Devki ji are grand and ancient. 

King Aurangzeb, who was hostile and opposed to the Hindu 
dharma, destroyed the site of the birth of Shri Krishna and built a 
mosque in its place. Even today one can clearly notice that the lower 
part of the mosque is a temple and an attempt has been made to give 
the upper part the shape of a mosque. In the museum of Mathura 
many such articles exist in the form of evidence that shed light on the 
importance of this place. 
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Even today this place is subtly distributing and transmitting its 
divinity. It was reconstructed as a grand temple on the inspiration of 
Shri Hanuman Prasad Poddar ji, the editor of Kalyan and is a great 
site to visit. 

Shri Keshav Devji 

wfPTT I 

UffeP 3 ?! «£dl II 

If MIM-H-M ^kT^^I 

^ ^ II 

(3TT0 qro qo) 

The person, who has circumambulated Shri Keshavdevji 
virdjman in Mathura, has actually circumambulated seven continents. 
All the sins of this and the previous births are destroyed immediately 
by singing the names of Keshavdevji. 

This temple was constructed by Shri Vajranabhaji. After being 
destroyed several times, the present temple is not very old. 

The Thakur idol currently resides at Rasdhan village of Auraiya 
sub district in Kanpur district. 

When Shriman Mahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji and Shri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu arrived here they were entranced by the 
enthralling beauty of the Lord. 

Vishram Ghat 

cRTt faiRM+t. i 

Ml^R W fasnfrdt 'J u TFT II 

(^rfc qqm) 

Here is located a place called Vishram tirtha which provides rest, 
even from the distresses and afflictions caused by wandering in the next 
world and arid deserts. Those who take a holy dip here go to Vaikuntha. 

Adi Varaha Puran enunciates the special importance of Vishram 
tirtha at the time of sunrise - 

At sunrise in Vishram tirtha, at midnoon in Deergha Vishnu 
and in the evening in Keshavdev ji the brilliance of Lord Vishnu is 
especially present. There is a hearsay that Lord Krishna sat under the 
shade of Giriraj ji and rested (vishram) at this place after killing Kansa 
and since then this place is famous as Vishram ghat or Vishram sthali. 

Vishram sthali has been an important place since a very long 
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time. In the 15th century even this place suffered from the injustices 
and discrimination against the Hindus brought on by the various 
decrees issued by Sikandar Lodi. After the crematory rites no Hindu 
could follow the rules and customs laid down in the scriptures. The 
Yavans had forbidden even bathing and offering libations of water to 
the deceased ancestors at this place. 

When Hindus were under great distress due to the opposition of 
Sikandar Lodi, Acharya Keshav Bhatt Kashmiri of Nimbark sect and 
Shri Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj had the restrictions at Vishram Ghat 
removed by the power of their will and their devotion. 

Shri Vallabhacharya ji’s Assembly Site for Recitation 

When Shri Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj arrived here, this place 
had been reduced to being only the cremation ground of the Hindus. 
Sikandar Lodi had issued orders prohibiting the Hindus from bathing 
and performing any rites so that they could not complete their religious 
duties after the cremation. 

Apart from this the barbers were also ordered not to shave the 
beards of the Hindus. The barbers were generally not available and 
the purpose behind this was to make the unshaven Hindus look like 
Muslims and be called Muslims. When Mahaprabhu ji arrived here he 
took a bath in Yamuna ji and then sent two of his attendants to Sikandar 
Lodi asking him to revoke his orders. It is said that Sikandar Lodi was 
very impressed by the unnatural courage of Mahaprabhu ji and took 
his orders back. The name and fame of Mahaprabhu Vallabhacharya 
ji spread all around. Mahaprabhu ji did the week long recitation of 
Shrimad Bhagwat here and made the atmosphere of this place holier. 

When Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji came to Braj, he stayed at 
Vishram Ghat. 

Gatashramadev 

Ald+HH. I 

^ w ^rr n 

(3TTO ^TO tjo) 

O Devi! The merits accrued by bathing at all the tirthas are 
easily achieved by just having the darshan of Gatashramadev ji at 
Vishram tirtha. Located at the Vishram Ghat, it is the place of Shri 
Ramanuja sect. 
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Bhuteshwar Mahadev 


•hpi^ *ht Tivf ii 


(3TTO BJTO) 


(Shri Krishna said) Dev! You will be the guardian of Mathura 
region. After having your darshan, O Mahadev! People will attain 
my divine abode. 

Based on this name of Shiva, city of Mathura is called 
Bhuteshwar. The idol of Mahadev ji is very ancient. He is considered 
to be the guardian of the west direction. When Lord Shankar came for 
darshan of Lord Krishna in Braj, he resided at four different places, at 
Bhuteshwar in Mathura, at Gopeshwar in Vrindavan, at Nandishwar 
in Nand gram and at Chakreishwar in Giriraj. 

Potara Kund 

Adorned with beautiful stairs this square pond, canopied by 
huge dense trees holding the memories of Shri Krishna’s child Leela 
is making us familiar with that divinity even today. It is located near 
Shri Krishna Janmasthan. It is believed that after the birth of the Lord, 
His clothes were washed and cleaned in this kund. 

Shri Yamuna ji 


apT'rT ftNHi<1^=1 'Kid I 


fa?!® *rqri w ■uinl ^ i 


wnftr #sr?f tht wr. ^ mwt II 



The one who is the ocean of virtues and qualities, who is revered 
by Shiva, Brahma and other demigods, who is constantly shining like 
a cluster of solemn cloud, who is the fulfiller of the wishes of Dhruv 
and Parashar ji, at whose banks is situated the holy and pious city of 
Mathura and the one who lives in the refuge of the Lord of Braj Who 
is the ocean of mercy and Who is surrounded by the cowherds and the 
gopis, O! That Shri Yamune please give happiness to our hearts and 
minds. 

About Shri Yamuna, the saying Yam-Na meaning No Yama is 
very famous in Braj. She destroys all the sins of her devotees and provides 
them with exclusive and intense love and attachment to Shri Krishna. 
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On one hand while Yamuna ji is perceptible to the physical eyes 
as a flowing water mass, on the other hand she is a Shri Krishna Leela 
parikar and is always virajman as sakhi Kalindi. 

While all the sects have unequivocally accepted that there is no 
other like her, the Pushti sect believes her to be the one who gets the 
brahma- sambandha done and who can get the grace of Shri Krishna 
easily. 

Goswami Vithaldas ji in Yamuna Shatpadi has referred to 
Yamuna ji as the bearer of the intimate Krishna devotees whose hearts 
are always adorned with the Lord. 

The devotees of Lord Krishna hold her in a very high esteem. 
After bath and achaman (sipping water from the palm of the right hand 
as a ritual purification) they pray for the attainment of Lord Krishna. 
Being in contact with the devotees who are always absorbed in the 
dark and beautiful Lord, Yamuna ji has become dark coloured herself. 

Sri Yamuna ji is to be served by everyone. Love personified 
gopis have become dearer to Shri Krishna by serving Yamuna ji. 
By her grace Yamuna ji breaks all the illusions of her devotees and 
provides devotion to Krishna, we bow to her. 

'SFT 'SPT sfrftT MKl I 

O Shri Yamune! Victory unto you, you are capable of destroying 
all the fears and the perils. Please accept me. 

Significance of Yama Dwiteeya 

Shri Yudhishthir ji once asked a question to Shri Krishna who 
was virajman in Dwaraka. “O Dwarakadheesh! The destroyer of 
all sufferings, Shri Krishna! I want to know the significance of the 
word Yama Dwiteeya. Please be merciful and shed some light on its 
importance. O Vishwatman! Kindly explain in detail the origin of the 
word and rules and restraints to be followed on this day and please 
shed some light on the viability and the usefulness of this festival.” 

Shri Krishna said, “O Yudhishthir! Yamuna ji had invited her 
brother Yamaraj on this day for a meal. Satisfied and happy with the 
food Yamaraj granted Yamuna ji her wish that was for the welfare of 
the mankind. Since then this day is famously called Yama Dwiteeya 
or Bhratri Dwiteeya.” 

On this day bathing in Yamuna ji is considered to be especially 
significant. If a brother and a sister take a bath together at Vishrant 
tirtha in Mathura, they have no fear left of Yamaraj. What to speak 
of the greatness of the remembrance of Sri Yamuna ji when even 
Mathura city situated at its bank is capable of cutting all worldly 
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bondages. Even today lacs of brothers and sisters take bath in Yamuna 
ji on Bhratri Dwiteeya day and gain the many benefits. 

Avimukta Tirtha 

Wf TpSsfcT || 

(3TTO WTO) 

The person who bathes at Avimukta Tirtha is liberated without 
any doubt and the one who breathes his last here certainly goes to Shri 
Krishna’s divine abode. 

FTT% F^T I 

(40 JO) 

Guhya Tirtha 

3lftrT ^ ^RITT I 

FTRft ^ || 

O Devi! ( Vasundharei ) there is one Guhya tirtha which gives 
liberation from all material bondages and the one who bathes there is 
revered even in Vaikuntha. 

Surya Tirtha 

rRT: TT TPT I 

^Kiftrat: II 

3Tlf^S#r *lsMd) W^t Wn* >h4 41 : I 
FIT# PM W II 

(3TT0 4T0) 

Here is Surya tirtha where Bali the son of Virochan worshipped 
the Sun God. It is capable of dissolving all sins. O Devi! The one 
who takes bath here on a Sunday or on the day of samkranti or during 
the solar or the lunar eclipse gets the same merit that is acquired on 
performing a Rajasuya yagya. 

The other sites close by are Bata Swami Tirtha, Prayag 
Tirtha, Kankhal Tirtha and Tinduk Tirtha. 


Dhruv Tirtha 

'H-dklfWAU Wf cTT I 
cl%F FTHT BT^T *T#ETcf II 
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'TT: I 

fatpK WR^T[ II 1 

(3TTO ^TO tp) 

After being reproached by stepmother Suruchi and inspired by 
his mother Suniti, child Dhruv came to Madhuvan and started doing 
penance for the attainment of the Lord. 

The whole universe was shaken by his resolute endurance 
and steadfast love for God. When the child meditated on the Lord 
withholding his breath with feelings of devotion even the demigods 
were agitated. Dhruvji was so absorbed in his meditation that even 
when Lord Narayana appeared he remained oblivious. When Lord 
Narayana concealed His form from Dhruvji’s heart, only then Dhruvji 
was startled and came out of samadhi. 

The young and innocent Dhruv could not even sing any hymns 
or prayers to the Lord. After he was touched by the conch of the Lord, 
Dhruvji asked from Him the company of the saints which is very rare 
to find so that as taught by them, singing and meditating on the glories 
of His names and His Leelas, detaching himself from the material 
world, his love for the Lord keeps growing. 

The omniscient Lord was aware of Dhruvji’s resolve. He 
blessed Dhruv and gave him the Dhruv pada (permanent status). 
Dhruvji returned home. His father Uttanpad was very happy to have 
his son back and delegated all the responsibilities of the kingdom to 
him. 

The place where Dhruvji did his penance and worship has 
become famous as Dhruv Teela and even today the atmosphere of this 
place carries a certain divinity. 

Shri Hari Vyasdev ji after getting initiation from Shri Bhatt 
ji started living here. He was a great devotee and the story of his 
remarkable contribution towards the propagation and promotion of 
Nimbark sect has been narrated in Bhaktamal by Shri Nabhadas ji - 

Shri Nimbarkacharya ji, Keshav Bhatt Kashmiri, Shri Bhatt ji 
and Shri Vyas ji used to live here. The s amadhis of the three acharyas 
except that of Shri Nimbarkacharya ji are made on Shri Narad Teela. 
This is an ancient place of Shri Nimbark sect. 

Towards the south of Dhruv Tirtha is Rishi Tirtha. To the south 
of Rishi Tirtha are Moksha Tirtha and Koti Tirtha where if cakes or 

1. Here Dhruvji had practiced austerities. Just by bathing in this tirtha one becomes 
venerable in Dhruv loka. Those who offer food to their ancestors in pitri paksha in 
Dhruv tirtha, they liberate all their ancestors. 
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balls of rice or flour are offered to the spirits of the ancestors, then the 
abode of the deceased ancestors is definitely attained. Further ahead 
of these are Bodhi Tirtha and Asi Kund and further north Nav Tirtha 
is located. 

Sanyaman Tirtha 

CRT: WFT APT I 

rPf ^FTTcft ^ ^ II 

(3TTO BfTO) 

Next to this is the Sanyaman Tirtha acclaimed in the three 
worlds. Those who bathe here certainly go to my divine abode. 

It is believed that Lord Krishna took a bath here after killing 
Kansa, thus the importance of this place has become unparalleled. 

Dhara Patan and Ghanta Bharnak Tirtha 

By bathing at Dhara Patan tirtha one achieves the happiness of 
heavens and the one who dies here attains the Abode of the Lord. 

Ghanta Bharnak Tirtha destroys all the sins and the one who 
bathes here is worshipped in Surya Lok. Nag Tirtha and Brahma 
Tirtha are close by. 

Soma Tirtha (Gau Ghat), Vaikuntha Ghat, Krishna Ganga Ghat 
W cT-MItIm') TBjTFli f^RTtSW: II 

(BfTO <JO) 

Between the Soma Tirtha and Vaikuntha Tirtha is Krishna 
Ganga Tirtha. Shri Vyas ji had done his penance here. 

By bathing in Soma Tirtha all kinds of happiness is attained. 
Those bathing in Vaikuntha Tirtha are freed from all sins and go to 
Vishnu Lok. 

Bathing in Krishna Ganga is ten times more meritorious than 
bathing in Naimisharanya, Prayag, Pushkar and other Tirthas. 

Chakra Tirtha 

farnft TlMr at: ii 

fll^ u l fTcTm | 
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In Mathura Chakra Tirtha is very famous. One who takes a bath 
here after fasting for three nights is freed from the sin of killing a Brahmin. 

Nearby is Saraswati Patan Tirtha where river Saraswati meets 
Shri Yamuna ji. 


Dashashwamedh Tirtha 

TMT? «T II 

(3TTO qTO) 

Worshippedby the sages in ancient times, this is Dashashwamedh 
Tirtha. For someone who lives here and bathes in this tirtha, heaven 
is easily attained. 

It is believed that Nag kings performed many Ashwamedh 
yagyas here. 


Gokarn Tirtha 

MO qO) 

After this there is Gokarn Tirtha of Lord Vishwanath, which 
is very dear to Lord Vishnu. Located at the very end of Dhoorkot 
considered to be the ancient border of Mathura this Mahadev idol is 
believed to be the guardian of the north direction. 


Asi Kund Tirtha 


w TTWdT ^ <RTT dTCRFffi W I 
WT W tJrffTT t vfFRft TipiT II 

hd 19 -d dAh q - : WTcT TTTrTT dd 

9F>TRTT £RT I 

rft#1T ■RT^TFTTM TiWTt II 


(dTO qo qsRT 


One who takes bath at Asi Kund Tirtha after doing darshan 
of Lord Varaha, Lord Narayana, Lord Shri Vaman and auspicious 
Langali, he is considered to have done the circumambulation of the 
earth surrounded by four oceans and gets the fruit of having visited 
all tirthas. 
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Shri Dwarakadheesh ji 

Lord Dwarakadheesh is worshipped with lot of love and 
reverence as per the customs of Pushti sect. He is the centre of attraction 
for lacs of devotees and pilgrims. For pilgrims coming to Mathura 
from far and wide the biggest attraction is Shri Dwarakadheesh ji. 

This temple in the middle of Asikund bazar is famous as Seth 
ji’s temple or temple of Rajadhiraj. 

Shri Gokuldas Parikh the accountant of the Gwalior state, got 
this temple constructed in samvat 1871 to fulfill his brother’s wish and 
gifted it to the goswamis of Vallabha sect. 

In the month of Shrawan or the rainy season the festival 
of swings here and the clouds with various hues and colours are 
particularly worth seeing. 

Kansa Kila 

The fort almost in ruins, at the banks of river Yamuna is kn own 
as Kansa Kila. One learns from the statues found here that this place 
was once the palace of Kansa. 

On the basis of the research done recently it has been proved 
that in the square there used to be a temple in the place of present Jama 
masjid. 

Shri Ambareesh Teela 

Serving as the reminder of Shri Ambareeshji’s exclusive 
devotion and attesting to the Lord’s vow of bearing the yogakshema 
(making available and then maintaining that which is in the best 
interest) of His devotees, this Ambareesh Teela is guiding our way. 

Shri Ganesh Ghat 

On the way from Chamunda Devi to Gokam Mahadev this 
place visible from a distance towards the north is on a height and is 
called Ganesh Teela. Here Lord Ganesh is present in a very attractive 
form. 

It is believed that this idol of Lord Vighnahara is very ancient. 
Shri Baji Rao Peshwa, the prime minister of Shiva ji, after defeating the 
mughals and winning the independence of Mathura, had worshipped 
this Ganesh idol. During the same time he appointed the fore fathers 
of present priests Pt Deenanath ji and Kalicharan ji for the worship of 
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Lord Ganesh. As per that order they have been doing the worship and 
service till date. 

Many miracles continue to occur at siddha Ganesh and one 
such incident is being narrated below. 

Vaidya Shri Vinayak Dutta Sharma of Amritsar was ordered 
by this Ganeshji in a dream to get the mask (which had formed due 
to constant application of vermillion to his body by the devotees) 
enveloping His idol removed. Shri Vaidya ji consulted with his family 
members and after coming to Mathura, proceeded to Vrindavan. Here 
he consulted with many noted and renowned personalities and with the 
help of a priest of Vrindavan, called Pt. Deenanath ji and Kalicharan ji 
to Vrindavan and told them the whole story. In the beginning both of 
them refused to remove the mask fearing that some untoward incident 
may come to pass but eventually agreed and proceeded to Mathura 
with many devotees and priests. The first attempt to remove the mask 
failed and all present were stunned. Shri Vaidya ji requested Panditji 
to try again and this time when Pt. Deenanath ji tried to remove the 
mask while praying to Ganeshji, it came out easily and the shining 
Ganesh form was revealed for all to see. When this vermillion mask 
was weighed later, it was found to be fifteen kgs. 

Afterwards the religious ablutions and the worship of Lord 
Ganesh in sixteen ways were carried out traditionally. 

This incident of 1980 was reported in details in a magazine 
called ‘Ishwar Prapti’. 

Malhapura 

The area between Potara Kund and Keshavdev ji is famous as 
Malhapura. It is believed that the wrestlers of Kansa used to live here. 

Durwasa Muni Ashram 

This ancient place is situated in the front of Vishram Ghat 
across Yamuna ji. 

Shri Dau ji Madan Mohan ji 

Near Ram Ghat on the bank ofYamuna ji the temples of Vallabha 
sect are located. The seats of the sixth house of Pushti sect is here. 

Rang Bhoomi 

Rang Bhoomi was constructed by Kansa to show rangotsava to 
Lord Shri Krishna and Bahama ji. 
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Rangshala 

?RT: T f^TFTt STJW: I 

cliVl^ «IWl II 1 

(^frfT4'flFRrT 10/42/15) 

After receiving the invitation of Bhojraj Kansa, Shri Krishna 
and Bahama ji along with the Brajwasis entered Mathura. They kept 
wandering through the various marketplaces of Mathura with certain 
inquisitiveness. The women of Mathura were stunned by their beauty. 
They carried these beautiful forms into their hearts through their eyes 
and pacified their eternal thirst and became absorbed in bliss. 

On the way, the two brothers liberated the washer man and 
gratified Kubja (hunch backed woman) and then came into the 
rangshala. They became happy looking at its beauty. 

After that Shri Krishna asked the residents the way to the place 
of Dhanush yag)’a. On reaching the site He saw an astounding bow 
which was like a rainbow. Kansa had only malice for Shri Krishna. 
Shri Krishna had already killed many of his close aides. Kansa had 
gotten the Rangshala constructed deceptively. Beautifully decorated 
on all sides Rangshala had flowers on all the walls and festoons tied 
everywhere. There were separate places assigned for the seating of 
renowned and valiant warriors and noblemen. Rangshala made like a 
theatre, resplendent with the presence of Lord Krishna and Bahama ji 
was attracting all. 

As soon as Shri Krishna entered He lifted the bow radiant like a 
rainbow with His left hand, put the string on it and broke it in seconds. 
Even the army sent by Kansa could not stop the brothers. 

Kansa was getting increasingly worried. Consumed with the fear he 
started thinking of Lord Krishna day and night while dreaming or awake. 

Shri Krishna killed the elephant Kuvalayapeed and took out 
both his tusks. With these tusks He killed many wicked men and some 
of them fled fearing death. Chanoor and Mushtik challenged the two 
brothers for wrestling. 

The Knower of morals and ethics, Shri Krishna told them 
that the two brothers (Krishna and Bahama) were very young for 
wrestling but Chanoor and Mushtik reminded Him of His many Leelas 
establishing His bravery and became ready for a fight. Shri Krishna 
wanted the same anyway. Chanoor started fighting with the Lord and 
Mushtik with Bahama ji. 


1. After this Lord Shri Krishna asking about the place of Dhanush Yagya from the residents 
came to the Rangashala. There He saw an extraordinary bow looking like a rainbow. 
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All those who were present became sad and anxious at this 
unfair and unjust fight. The women of Mathura started leaving the 
site while talking amongst themselves,"Oh! Brajbhoomi alone is holy 
and blessed where the Lord lives Himself disguised as a human. The 
Lord who is worshipped by Lord Shiva and Laxmi ji, the same Lord 
wearing beautiful flower garlands and playing the flute goes for cow 
grazing with Bahama ji in the forests of Braj and engages in many 
sports wandering around happily. Only the fortunate residents of Braj 
and gopis get to enjoy the beauty and sweetness of the Lord." While 
they were talking as such, both Chanoor and Mushtik were killed and 
liberated by Shri Krishna and Balaramji respectively. Koot, Shal and 
Toshal were also killed. 

On seeing his wrestlers and warriors being killed one after the 
other, Kansa became very angry and ordered his aides to arrest Lord 
Krishna, Balaramji and other cowherds. With people looking at Him, 
Shri Krishna took a few leaps and climbed onto the stage. Kansa 
seeing Shri Krishna in front of him tried to attack with his sword but 
just as the eagle grabs the snake, Shri Krishna caught hold of Kansa 
and killed him. 

As Kansa had been consumed with fear he had started thinking 
of Shri Krishna all the time and had started seeing the Lord everywhere 
therefore as a result of constant meditation he was liberated and 
attained sarupya mukti which is rarely attained even by the great saints 
and yogis. After this Kanka and Nyagrudh Kansa’s eight brothers tried 
to take revenge but were killed by Sri Krishna and Balaramji easily. 

Rangshala is connected with an important incident. Though 
this structure is almost in ruins, still it is relating the story of the 
bravery and the valour of Shri Krishna and Bahama ji. It is famous as 
Rangshala even today. 

Shri Rangeshwar Mahadev 

Out of the four guardians of Mathura, Shri Rangeshwar 
Mahadev is the guardian of south. 

Sapta Samudri Koop 

In ancient times the traders after returning from foreign lands 
used to donate gold here in order to free themselves of the offence 
made due to association with foreigners. There is an old well here. 
During the rule of Nagas it is said that the snake god was worshipped 
here. The newlywed women of Mathura come here on Naga Panchami 
to worship even today. 
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Lotus Shaped Mathura City 

The shape of Mathura as described in Adi Varaha Puran is 
lotus shaped. In the central pericaip Shri Keshavdev ji is virajman, 
Shri Hardev ji of Govardhan is virajman on the western petal, Shri 
Govindadev ji on the northern petal and Shri Varahadev ji is virajman 
on the southern petal. 

The Present Route of Circumambulation and Places of Importance 

The route of circumambulation is as follows : Vishnu Ghat, 
Pippaleshwar Mahadev, Batuk Bhairav, Veni Madhav ji, Rameshwar 
ji, Madan Mohan ji, Tinduk Tirtha, Surya Ghat, Surya Tirtha, Dhruv 
Ghat, Atal Gopal, Rishi Tirtha, Bali Teela, Vaman Dev ji, Hanumanji 
in Kaliyugi Teela, Ranga Bhoomi, Rangeshwar Mahadev. Towards the 
north : Kansa Teela, Kansa Ka Akhada, Kansa Vadha sthal, Ugrasen 
Maharaj, Shivatal, Kankali Devi, Uddhav ji, Gopika Sthal Balbhadra 
Kund, Brahmadev Ji , Shri Narsinhdev ji, Badrinath Ji, Bhuteshwar 
Mahadev, Patal Devi, Potara Kund, Shri Keshavdev ji, Shri Krishna 
Janma Bhoomi, Maha Vidya Devi, Saraswati Kund, Saraswati Devi, 
Chamunda Devi, Rajak Vadha Sthan, Gokam ji, Ambareesh Teela, 
Chakra Tirtha, Soma Tirtha, Ghanta Bharan, Dharapatan, Vaikuntha 
Ghat, Varaha Kshetra, Nag Kshetra, Mahaveer ji, Ganesh ji, Lord 
Narsinha, Manikamika and Avimukta Tirtha etc. 

To the west of Mathura Bhuteshwar, in the east Pippaleshwar, 
in the south Rangeshwar and in the north Gokam Mahadev ji are 
situated. Bhuteshwar Mahadev is located towards Giriraj ji. On the 
left Patal Devi resides. From here after darshan and worship, the tour 
of Braj starts. Nearby is the temple of Kankali Devi. The girl child 
whom Kansa tried to kill but who slipped from his hands and went in 
the sky is known as Kankali Devi. 

Further ahead to the south on this route is Balbhadra Kund. In 
the north of Bhuteshwar Mahadev there is Keshavdev ji. To the south 
of Janma Sthan is Potara Kund. Nearby in a temple there are idols of 
Vasudev ji and Devaki ji. This place is called Karagriha (prison). The 
old Ganga temple is also here. A little ahead is Gyan Badi. To the west 
of Mathura is the temple of Maha Vidya Devi. This is situated on a 
teela. Below it is a beautiful kund where there is a temple of Pashupati 
Mahadev. Further ahead is Saraswati Nala and then Saraswati Kund 
and Saraswati Temple. To the south of Mathura on the road to Delhi 
is the temple of Chamunda Devi. On the way from Masani to Deega 
Gate there is Kubja Koop. Walking from Ganesh Teela towards the 
Yamuna bank is Koti Tirtha. Out of the total twenty four Tirthas, 
twelve tirthas of the north start from here. On Ganesh Teela there is a 
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temple of Ganesh ji. Gokarn Mahadev ji is located in the north at the 
bank ofYamuna ji. Saraswati Sangam is located opposite the garden of 
Neelkanth Mahadev. Nearby is the Dashashwamedh Ghat. Ambareesh 
Teela is near the bus stand of Vrindavan. Chakra Tirtha is at the 
banks of Yamuna ji. At Krishna Ganga there are temples of Kalinjar 
Mahadev ji, Ganga ji and Dau ji. Near Gau Ghat are Ghantakama 
and Mukti Tirtha. Brahma Ghat, Vaikuntha Ghat and Dharapatan 
are near Vasudev Ghat. Asi Kund is also nearby. In Manik chowk 
there is a temple of Lord Varaha. Manikamika Ghat is near Vishrant 
Ghat. Shri Vallabhacharya ji’s Baithak is also here. To the south of 
Vishram Ghat is the temple of Gatashramadev ji. Ahead of Vishram 
Ghat are the temples of Charchika Devi and Pippaleshwar Mahadev 
ji. Kankhal and Tinduk Tirthas are on Bengali ghat. Surya Ghat is 
near the dharmashala (a house for pilgrims) of Maharaja of Avagarh. 
Further down are Dhruv Ghat, Dhruv Teela where there is a temple 
of Dhruvji. Ahead is the place of Saptarishi. Kansa Vadha Sthan is 
near Rang Bhoomi. Close by is the Sapta Samudrik Koop. Shiva Tal 
is under the bridge on the junction road. Here there is a Shiva temple. 
The way to Madhuvan is from here. 

Naveen Sthalis (New sites) 

Some of the new sites are Shri Dwarakadheeshji, Shri 
Govinddevji’s temple, Goverdhannathji, Shri Bihariji, Madanmohanji, 
Shri Radheshyamji, Shri Mathuranathji, Shri Radha Krishnaji, Shri 
Dau ji, Shri Ramji, Swami Keelji Ki Gupha, Tulsi Chautara, Shrinathji 
Ki Baithak. 

There is no place in Braj where Priya and Priyatam do not 
engage in new keli. “ Look! Look that young beautiful maiden after 
adjusting her sari and pushing back the hair lock that came over her 
face had just put her pot in the water to fill it when the mischievous 
Krishna started singing some love song, flooding her with divine 
love so passionate that she dropped the pot from her hand.” “It is 
the pleasant time of early morning, the Braj maidens are churning 
butter in their houses producing a sweet and delightful sound. All of 
them are singing songs glorifying the names, the pastimes, the beauty 
and the fame of their beloved, the Prince of Braj. The sound of the 
churning awakens the blissfully asleep Sanwar Kishore. After all it is 
the time to getup. He certainly went to sleep very late at night.” 

“Aha! This sweetness of love on the beautiful face adorned with 
the look of drowsiness, seem s to be etching the sweet story of love.” 

(Gratefully from "Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorva Shri Bhaktimati Usha ji”) 
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This is the same Braj where many acts and deeds of Shri Krishna 
are revealed, where many Leelas are adding richness to the opulence 
and wealth of Braj. The Acharyas and the devotees nourished by these 
Leelas are continually absorbed in savouring them and are making 
their lives worthwhile. All the great ones have lauded the blissful Braj 
and have made their wish of continuously living in Braj come true. 

“O! Providence I beg of you by spreading the border of my sari 
...” Sri Chheetswami wished to remain absorbed in these Braj Leelas. 

In spite of being two different words, Braj and Vrindavan are 
spreading that same sweetness where Kanhaiya, the life of all Brajwasis, 
with His Leela has made the opulence of Braj venerable to all. 

We have described in short, the main sites of Mathura. Now we 
are going to give a description of the neighboring sites of Mathura. 


Madhuvan (Maholi Gram) 


TRT *PT 

PT 3FPT dlfW WRTPTRT II 


(3TTO ^TO qo) 


O Devi! Madhuvan, the abode of Lord Vishnu is very beautiful 
and supreme. By just doing the darshan, a man enjoys all the desired 
fruit. In the same place there is a kund full of clean water. By bathing 
in this kund and doing charity here, all desires are fulfilled. 

Lord Vishnu killed the demons Madhu and Kaitabh here. 
The child Dhruv had done his penance with much fortitude here. 
Shatrughna ji in Treta yuga had killed Lavan the son of demon Madhu 
here. This is the grazing ground of the most dearest and the most 
benevolent Lord Kris hn a. 

Kanhaiya along with his friends is following the cows calling 
out their names Dhauri, Dhumari, Bhuhari etc and making the sounds 
hee- ho, hee-ho. On His shoulder the pot of buttermilk tied to His 
stick is slinging and with one hand resting on a friend’s shoulder He 
is coming walking like a drunk elephant. Teasing and making fun 
of someone, jerking someone’s hand, He moves on. Oh! This Braj 
Bhoomi is blessed and blessed are the cowherd boys who always 
remain blissful and happy enjoying the wonderful plays and sports of 
their beloved friend Kanhaiya. During grazing while the friends are 
busy in sweet revelry and merrymaking the clever Krishna tricking 
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His friends disappears to meet His beloved gopis who are anxiously 
waiting for Him rewarding them with love and His divine company 
and returns to join His group of friends. This joy is beyond description. 

Shri Shrimahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji also came here. He 
performed a week long Shrimad Bhagwat recitation under the Kadamba 
tree. It is said that the Lord in the form of Madhuvaniya (resident of 
Madhuvan or Mathura) used to come to this recitation every day. 


Talvan (Tarasi Gram) 

3TFt dH«H I 

fecTBT HTTdldl^T 311(41*^4*14 ^ || 

(T^O rjo) 

Oh! This is the same holy Talvan where in the interests of 
Yadavas, Shri Krishna and Bahama ji killed Dhenukasur. This place 
is at a distance of about two and a half miles to the south west of 
Madhuvan. There is the temple of Dau ji and Balbhadra kund. 


4M44 


10/15/27) 


Once while grazing the cows Bahama ji, Shri Krishna and 
their friends went far away. Everybody was hungry. Many times the 
smell of the fruit of Tal trees had tempted them but due to the fear of 
demons they were not able to eat and taste them. They did not like 
troubling Shri Krishna but today everybody became a little restless 
with hunger. A few of them prayed and said to the two brothers, “O! 
Brothers all Brajwasis are aware of your might and valour. We like the 
sweet smell of ripe Tal fruits and feel like eating them but are fearful 
of Dhenukasur.” On hearing this and in order to fulfill their desire the 
two brothers arrived in Talvan with the friends. Upon reaching there 
they started shaking the Tal trees. The noise brought Dhenukasur out 
and he attacked them. Bahama ji caught his hind legs and hurled him. 
Crashing several trees to the ground with the weight of his massive 
body the demon fell down and died. Two brothers killed many other 
small demons as well. 

The happiness of the friends knew no bounds. They started 
eating the Tal fruits and satisfied their hunger. This place is famous 
as Talvan. 


1. Hearing these words of the cowherd boys, Shri Krishna and Bahama laughed and 
to please them started walking towards Tal van along with them. 
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Kumudvan 

*TT TTc^T ?Rt ! *HT vfT# II 1 

(3TTO ^ro qo) 

This place is the vihar site of Shri Krishna. There is a Kumud 
kund filled with countless Kumud flowers here. 

Shri Krishna, Balrama ji and cowherds of same age group come 
here for grazing the cattle. While the calves rest under the shade of 
huge dense trees the cowherd boys take their lunches out and start 
having them. Implored by Subal and Stoke Krishna, Shyam Sundar 
starts distributing yogurt to everyone in leaf cups. Everybody wants 
to eat before the others so they are plundering and snatching from the 
hands of beloved Kanhaiya. Extremely sweet rasa is spilling over and 
flowing. Paramanand das ji witnessed this stupendous sweetness and 
was mesmerized. He wrote his experience down spontaneously and 
started singing in a daze- 

3TM ^ RTT %TTvT I 

STRTT W faSTR I! 

3TFT Hid ddl^ ^TT I 

'T^t ^ II 

*JeTrT fW FR FW frTFl^ I 

FR # ^TT«T II 

3TFT <sMI«ld RTpT ^RT I 

W1R FR- tTFR II 

Parmanand j i has definitely recognized that Lord of the Universe. 
He has come to know about His whereabouts but these cowherd boys 
are feeling grateful and satisfied just by licking the uchchhishta of 
their sakha Shri Krishna. 

Shri Krishna engages in water sports with his friends here. Once 
suddenly remembering their cows, the friends left to herd them back. 
The all pleasing Nandanandan started playing his wonderful flute. 
Attracted by it and following the sweet sound, Braj maidens reached 
this place. Undescribable rasa keli flowed in Kumud kund afterwards. 
This special crowd of Braj damsels drowned in that nectar. 

Relating the story of those very sweet memories, this place is 
famous as Kumud van. 


1. O Devi! This very forest is the third best forest called Kumud van, just by going 
where one becomes worshipable even in my Dham. 
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Ambika Van 







II 


(^fPTT'irrwr io/34/d 


Shri Nandarai ji came to Ambika Van once with the other 
cowherds. After bathing in river Saraswati, they worshipped Lord 
Shiva here. Like other tirthas, Saraswati ji also resides in Braj to serve 
Lord Krishna. Shri Nandarai ji and other cowherds had kept a fast, 
so they decided to rest at the bank of Saraswati. A python used to 
live in that forest. As destiny would have it that python happened to 
be passing by the same place where they were resting. It caught Shri 
Nandarai ji. Shri Nandarai ji started shouting for help. Despite being 
hit with sticks by many cowherds the python did not let go of Shri 
Nandarai ji. Then Lord Krishna went and touched the python with 
His foot nail. Letting Shri Nandarai ji go, the python turned into a 
shining celestial being. That Vidyadhar (a demigod) whose name was 
Sudarshan sang hymns praising the Lord and related how he had been 
disregardful and disrespectful to the sage Angira and the other sages 
out of sheer arrogance because of his divine good looks and therefore 
as a consequence attained the birth of a python. 

There are temples dedicated to Shri Ambika Devi and Gokam 
Mahadev located in the east of Mathura. 


Datiya 


This place is about six miles away from Mathura. Nearby are 
Ayore and Gorwai. 


Ganeshara (Gandheishwar Tirtha) 


This place is about a mile away from Shantanu kund. In the past 
there used to be plenty of fragrant flowers here, which were used by 
Shri Krishna and His friends. Therefore this place became famous as 
Gandheishwar tirtha. There is a Gandharwa kund here and close by is 
the village of Putana, kn own as Kheichari. 


Satoha (Shantanu Kund) 
WT3TT uppr eprrg' *jTd4<H I 


TpflT tft dH'HlK-TTTT II 


rirffrr 


1. Once Shri Nandarai ji along with other cowherds on the occasion of Shivratri filled 
with joy, curiosity and eagerness travelled to Ambika van on the bullock carts. 
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Here Maharaj Shantanu had worshipped the Sun God for a son 
and his wish had been granted. Since then this place is called Shantanu 
kund. Even today many Brajwasis come to this place in the month of 
Bhadra with a wish to get a son. 

There are temples of Shri Girdhar ji and Baldev ji and Baithak 
of Shri Vithalnath ji. The Girdharpur village is nearby. 

Bati Gram (Bahulavan) 

?TT EcfT ETt ! STfhFT^fET II 

(3TTO BfTO tjo) 

There is a fifth forest named Bahulavan. Anyone who bathes 
here attains Agni loka (abode of fire) easily. 

q^l Toff ?TT fcTESfrT I 

^ II 

1JO) 

Wife of Shri Hari called Bahula always resides here. The one 
who bathes in and drinks from the Padmavan located in the kund of 
Bahulavan receives a lot of merit because Lord Vishnu lives here with 
Laxmi ji. 

The Baithak of Shriman Mahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji is here. 

It is said that once a lion confronted a cow called Bahula at 
this place. When the lion was about to kill the cow, she asked for the 
permission to go and feed her calf and promised to return immediately 
afterwards. Believing her the lion allowed her to go. When the cow 
actually returned later, the lion was so impressed by her adherence to 
the truth that he left her unhurt. 

Here there are two large lakes famous as Balrama kund and 
Man Sarowar. 

An ancient temple of Bahula Bihari ji is here. There is darshan 
of Bahula cow and the lion. This is why the place is famous as 
Bahulavan. 


Madhuri Kund 

Madhuri kund is about two miles from Adig village in south¬ 
eastern direction. This is the place of Madhuri ji, the sakhi of Shri 
Radha ji. This is a Leela site very dear to Lord Krishna. Shri Madhuri 
das ji also stayed here for some time. 
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MAHSVANGOKUL 

Chapter Two 


f^'^TWFTR ^f^rr II 








THE OTHER NEIGHBOURING SITES 

1. Anandi - Bandi 

2. Karnaval 

3. Devanagar 

4. Rawal gram 

5. Lohavan 

6. ShriDauji 
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rRTt Tn% ^TRTf I 

T|WT ^ TTt^ WclT ^ II 
TRT *F*ETT I 

tt^tt fl'fltr trit l^it 11 

(WTO 30 W*rfrTT hWRT) 

If one visits or journeys through the forests of Gokul on the 
tenth day of the bright fortnight of the month of Bhadra (Aug-Sep), 
the merit equal to visiting Goloka is attained. By incarnating here as 
Shri Krishna, Lord Vishnu has made Gokul the second Vaikuntha. 
Mathura is enchanting only because of the birth of the Lord. 

Gokul and Mahavan are synonyms. The Puranas actually speak 
of “Brihadavan”, the same has also been referred to as “Mahavan”. 
The word “Gokul” has also been used now and then in Puranas and 
scriptures. But the Gokul of today is considered to be a separate town 
under Mahavan where Yamuna ji flows. The place where the Acharyas 
of Pushti sect lived and had experiences has come to be known as 
Gokul. In reality Gokul and Mahavan are next to each other and are 
one and the same. 

How can the good fortune of “Mahavan” be described? 

As soon as Shri Krishna incarnated, He made Gokul his home. 
Shri Nandarai ji found Gokul favourable for living after surveying its 
beauty, the private solitary forests and pastures suitable for raising the 
cattle. The charm of Gokul drew the Lord to this place immediately 
after His appearance. The site here is the very same site that is related 
with the Prakat Leela of the Lord. The atmosphere of this place, giving 
darshan of those very Leelas is submerging everyone with rasa. 

Even Maharshi Veda Vyas ji while enjoying the pratyaksha 
Leela here said 

WEJRrf WII 

(#FTTyTFRcT 10/8/21) 

In a few days Lord Shyam and Bahama started crawling around 
and playing in Gokul. 

Sri Krishna is crawling. Sometimes He tries to move quickly 
and sometimes He sits down and then tries to get up. On seeing the 
rows of cranes flying away in the distance, He beckons at them. 
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Sometimes He goes near a peacock and puts His hand on it and tries to 
embrace it. Blessed by the divine touch and the company of the Lord, 
the peacock forgets everything. Sometimes He pleads stubbornly with 
mother to give Him butter and sugar candy. And while attempting to 
eat with His own hands, smears the butter all over the face thrilling 
Brajwasis and giving them goose bumps. Mother Yashoda picks up 
her Lala Kanhaiya smeared with yogurt and butter and hugs Him to 
her heart. Beholding the same beautiful form, the eminent devotee 
Soordas ji sang- 

-=Md cFT 3% %T fa^ I’ 

Not only this, taking the butter in his hands, He is feeding his 
friends and dropping some on the floor here and there. 

Kanhaiya ornamented and dressed stunningly, carrying in His 
hands the bejhar chapati with butter on it, sometimes taking a bite 
from it, is tottering in the courtyard of Shri Nandarai ji’s palace. 
His eyes carrying a look of amazement are displaying not only the 
childlike innocence but also seriousness. He is searching for some 
one. Wearing a yellow lower garment He is wandering quickly 
sometimes and sometimes slowly. Kagbhushundi ji perched on the loft 
is watching Ram Lala (in Treta Yuga ) who now in Dwapar is sporting 
as Nand’s Lala, smeared all over with dust and running around the 
courtyard wearing anklets that are producing a sweet sound and is 
experiencing a joy that is beyond words. He is absorbed in enjoying 
this child Leela. Suddenly a thought crosses his mind, that in Treta he 
had been blessed by the graceful Lord but why is he being ignored 
today. Reading his devotee’s mind Lala Kanhaiya gestures at him to 
come and snatch the chapati away from His hand. Kagbhushundi ji 
comes and snatches the uchchhishta morsel. When Raskhan ji saw this, 
he was entranced. Thrilled at his fortune- he depicted this beautiful form 
in the following words. 

R^ 31% Tltf^RT TRTR '5J, R/R? RtSt I 

fat 3FJRT, RR RTRR M II 

RT ^fa favil+d, W flRR =PRT faftBFtfT I 

<+>lfl RFT q>SI sK^I, % flql RRsTT II 

Now Kanhaiya has become a little older. Looking at the moon 
in the sky, He is asking maiya Yashoda to bring it for Him. Maiya 
tries to make Him understand in different ways but finally failing to 
convince Him, promises to get Him a bride as beautiful as the moon. 
Hearing this Kanhaiya becomes adamant that they should both leave 
right away to get the moon like bride for Him. 
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“t rft 3Hf^ I” 

Kanhaiya has now grown a little more. He has started going to 
the houses of the neighbours and has started stealing yogurt and milk 
from there. One milkmaid has come to maiya to complain. Seeing her 
He runs to maiya, hugs her and defends himself by saying that He is 
a little child with little hands too small to reach the butter pots kept 
on high slings. His friends have forcibly rubbed the butter on His face 
out of spite. Maiya is taken in by Kanhaiya’s charm and believes His 
words and even the milkmaid goes back content and filled with divine 
joy- 

While this milkmaid left after making her complaint, another 
showed up. When Lala sees her He becomes apprehensive. Somehow 
He had gotten rid of the first one but this time if He is caught, mother 
is certainly going to scold Him. The milkmaid tells Yashodaji to rein 
in her Lala. Kanhaiya gets frightened and starts praying to God for 
help. But when maiya asks the milkmaid about the problem without 
getting serious, He is relieved. Today maiya was on His side. After 
some contemplation, maiya said, “You and all the milkmaids come 
back with a scale and after measuring, take the same amount of butter 
and yogurt that Lala has eaten at your house. I am going to put all 
the butter out in the courtyard for you.” Soordas ji who was standing 
nearby saw this beautiful form and his heart was filled with happiness- 

TTTft W fNfr, ^ I I 

TrffcT ZR ^ I I 

^ TRpfl TR afrpTT ^ ?fPT Sjfl II 
tftvf tffcr 11 

WR - RT* W Ffa II 

3RT5T ^ WT # I II 

Wow! The residents of Gokul, we envy your fortune as you are 
always engrossed in enjoying the child Leelas of Shyam Sundar. 

Mahavan, witness to all these child Leelas of the Lord is blessed. 
Kanhaiya is eating mud, maiya stops him. Kanhaiya opens His mouth 
and says, “See maiya there is no mud in my mouth”. Maiya looks 
and is astonished to see the entire universe (brahmanda) inside Lala’s 
mouth. This place has become famous as Brahmanda Ghat. 

The memories of child Leela with sakhas are connected with 
Gokul. Oh! The silent sites here, who can speak about them and 
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say what. The Muslim devotees like Raskhan, Taj and Alikhan etc 
have seen their precious beloved Shyam Sundar performing different 
Leelas here. 

Moreover, Gokul worshipped by Shri Shriman Mahaprabhu 
Vallabhacharya ji, Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji, Shri Vithalnath 
ji, Shri Sanatan ji and many other Acharyas and devotees is attracting 
all even today. 

Shri Nagaridas ji describing the romp and revelry of the Holi 
celebrations in Gokul has said beautifully- 

<414 'TF' | 

'FlrT Wft Rtf # *J4I4, 'df 14 ^ ^ Slffcrq'Rt II 

6K<1 ^1 % FT? FRT % <r IIM<’ 314 k1 I 

Mfaf Tff4 Tff^ ept ft II 

Isn’t the romp and revelry of Braj unique? Kanhaiya’s holi is 
steeped in rasa. Actually the road to Gokul itself is unique. 

These Leela sites of Gokul are related to the Prakat-Kal Leelas 
(Leelas during the time of incarnation of the Lord). Cowherds, sakhas, 
Brajwasis are all His intimate devotees, His parikar. The Braj maidens 
are His sole and exclusive beloveds who are always ready to share 
with us the rasa of the Leelas of Shri Shyam Sundar. Bhakta Raskhan 
has asked to be reborn amongst the rustic sakhas of Gokul to enjoy 
Shri Krishna Leela. 

‘RT^T it # 4fl PTrT WW # II’ 

When Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji arrived in 
Braj for the first time on the banks of Yamuna, a very beautiful and 
divine looking woman appeared who told him that this place was 
Govind Ghat and Gokul and that he should stay here. This woman 
was Yamuna ji herself. 

Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu upon reaching Mahavan and 
after having darshan of Shri Krishna Janmotsawa Sthan and Shri 
Madan Mohan ji started dancing overcome with love for the Lord. 
Tears of love started streaming from the eyes. We are describing that 
incident in the words of the author of Bhakti Ratnakar below- 
3ft ! ^piT I 

ffT4Fni 

^r4, +H4 fv|T I 

^rqT ^ ^ far! sn^TTT II 
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Mahavan (Gokul) is ready and willing to share its divine 
atmosphere even today but to see the same one needs divine eyes. If 
only the Lord showers His grace then even with these physical eyes 
all that can be witnessed. Gosain Shri Vithalnath ji has considered 
Shri Gokul to be everything and worthy of absolute and total service. 
According to him Gokul has the Lord Himself dwelling in it- 

WTt, 7ftcg5T4lcHH.il 1 

All the Acharyas saints and great ones have agreed on the 
superiority of Gokul or Mahavan. Let us now tour the main sites of 
Gokul and experience the divinity permeating them. 


Sites 


In Brahmanda Puran the depiction of the sites of Brihadavan is 
as under- 

irtf^Rlfcr I 

cHN 1 II 

tol^ 9 lfH|u^ ^ «K 4 dd rT«TT I 

d^d^ II 
TftWf ^ I 

W 1 ! <T|U|^|d || 

dTHTWfiWd d^lA'dl^Mldd'h I 
W wwi; II 
P'qTTfiTdt^Td SpT W WTTTTPHT I 
^pTT-'^IFT tj ¥tWT dlddmi II 

t TTT tj T) 


Shri Rohini Temple and Shri Baldev Janma Sthan 

3T«T Td ^1% 4dld1 ^ ^ fact “ft ^ I 

^h«i 4 ^ i 

M dd^dlc^l f^TRT d-i'-HI?! II 

(#rn ^ffktr 1 / 10 / 27 - 28 ) 


After this on Wednesday, on the sixth day of the bright fortnight 
in the month of Bhadra in the constellation called Swati, five auspicious 


1. Obeisance to Shri Krishna, Who is the be all and the end all of Gokul, Who is its 
ornament, Who is the describer of its greatness and Who is the life of Gokul. 
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stars came together. In Tula Lagna (when sun entered Libra) at noon 
time the demi-gods started showering the flowers. The rain started 
drizzling. At such a time Baldev ji took birth from the womb of Shri 
Rohiniji the wife of Vasudevji and started illuminating the house of 
Shri Nandarai ji. 

While escorting Devaki ji on the chariot, when Kansa heard a 
voice from the heaven and learnt about the possible birth of Devaki’s 
child destined to kill him, he imprisoned Vasudev ji and Devaki ji. 
One by one he killed the six newborn babies of Devaki ji. While 
waiting for the seventh child, Kansa started losing sleep in anxiety. 
Lord’s partial manifestation Sheish ji descended in the womb in the 
seventh pregnancy. 

Lord instructed Yogamaya- 

smr ■riwr i 

(^tWTTWT 10/2/8) 

At present a part of Me known as Sheish is placed in the womb 
of Devaki ji. Take him from there and plant him in the womb of Shri 
Rohiniji. 

This is how Lord Sankarshan appeared from the womb of Shri 
Rohiniji. As he was pulled out (karshan) from the womb of Devaki 
ji, he is called Sankarshan and for delighting the world (lokaranjan) 
he is known as Ram and for being supreme amongst the strong and 
powerful, he is kn own as Balbhadra. As soon as the Lord Sankarshan 
appeared, the demi-gods showered flowers and a wave of bliss swept 
everywhere. 

This place of appearance of the Lord Sankarshan is known as 
Shri Rohini Temple. 

Shri Nandarai ji Temple 

(=rro <to) 

O! The holy abode of Shri Nandarai ji ! Obeisance to you. You 
are capable of giving even the position of triloki (the three worlds) 
easily. You have appeared only for the sake of vatsalya sukha (the 
bliss resulting from parental love) and for the supreme celebration. 

This is the residence of Shri Nandarai ji. The eighty four pillars 
can be seen even today. 
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Shri Yashoda Shayan Sthal 

HyKlI'N KAMI *11*1 TjTRt SR II 

O! Yashoda- shayansthal (the place where Yashodaji sleeps)! 
Capable of giving all delights, joys and bliss. You have appeared for 
the benefit of having the son, we bow to you. 

With hundreds of gopis Yashodaji used to sleep here. 

Kole Ghat 



3MKlld II 


At midnight on his way to Gokul, Shri Vasudev ji entered the 
over flowing waters of Yamuna ji with child Krishna. Yamuna ji is 
attached to Shri Krishna. In order to touch the feet of the Lord she 
started surging her waves higher and higher. The force of the current 
made Shri Vasudevji worried. Helplessly he started crying, “Koi le, 
Koi le, Mere Lala ko Koi le”, i.e. “Somebody please take my son”. 
Noticing the labour of Vasudev ji, Shri Krishna moved His leg a little 
and touched the waters of Yamunaji. The touch of her beloved Shyam 
Sundar, made Yamunaji happy and she was pacified. Vasudevji then 
entered Gokul with Shri Kris hn a. 

This place recounting the memory of the sweetness of its Leela 
is famous as Kole Ghat or Kole gram. 

Shri Krishna Janmotsawa Sthal 

flR*RI<TM WRTTIyfKt H*I*HI: I 

3n^T f'Csfl'L FTRT: \|fcl<vl c hd: II 1 

io/5/i) 

Slowly the news of the birth of Lala at Shri Nandarai ji’s home 
spread all over Gokul. Cowherds, their women folk and children all 
started dancing with joy and delight. The streets and the crossings 
were decorated. The festoons made of flowers and leaves were put 
up. All the Brahmins, bards, minstrels and other learned men came 
rejoicing to Shri Nandarai ji’s house. 

1.There was no limit to the good fortune of Shri Nanda baba. On learning that a son 
has been born he became very joyful. After bathing etc he called the Brahmins and 
satisfied them by donating grains, cows and gold to them. 
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Women started singing songs of congratulations. There was 
glee, delight and joy everywhere. 

Braj maidens heard this sweetnews. They were elated. Bedecking 
themselves and taking gifts and presents they arrived at the house of 
Shri Nand ji to sing songs of congratulations and auspiciousness. Oh! 
This colourful crowd in Braj, it seems as though the enthusiasm and 
fervour has personified and is flowing in the streets and alleys. 

The vine of the hope of Braj gopis bore fruits. Every part of 
their body was pulsating with excitement. One gopi looking at the 
beautifully painted and decorated streets and alleys and the Nanda 
palace asked the other gopi, 

#pT I fygT # frspIT <5T3 W# I 
M'JHIlfa'Tl % 'I'tSK ^ RPlt ^STPft II 

3|q zipersp SET ^ % vjZPft I 

T4FT 4? 4rlT, 3% «M< U I ISPft II 

Each and every limb of the second gopi started dancing. Not 
only were her feet dancing, even her voice started dancing, her eyes 
became filled with playfulness. Lifting one hand and resting the other 
on the waist, and jerking her hip sideways she said, “O mad woman 
what will you know, if you haven’t understood even now”- 

slFT *pft JERTT ^ 3 I 

STPT 8ft ^PT % frpp# affc 3TTR? sfPT^TTT ^ TPlt II 
RfT spfF 3tfcf TPT 3pr|r^ ijpfF1 

«j> fcu i «+>k u i 'f?#3ii'i«f tiidl ii 

In Gokul Lala has appeared. All are delighted and euphoric. In 
colourful dresses all the gopis are rushing to congratulate. Everything 
that is auspicious and favourable has aggregated in Braj. Gopis are 
blessing Lala and praying for His welfare. 

Holding Kanhaiya in their laps, they are becoming lost in bliss. 
Kanhaiya sometimes breaks into a smile upon listening to the sweet 
conversations of Braj maidens. At times He raises His eyes to look at 
someone and at other times He covers His face with the border of the 
sari suffusing everybody with boundless bliss. Waves are erupting in 
the ocean of rasa. Kanhaiya raising His small dark hands is calling. 
See! He is becoming restless to come to your lap. Let us also go to the 
courtyard of Nanda palace and join this colourful crowd by flowing in 
the waves of divine emotions of Bhaktimati Usha Behen ji- 
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3Trf*T ’ERft wt ^ TR | 

’TFT ’ c plfl W f^pr %5T-ftTjr cR II 
^pr 3n% ^ *it ?t ms wspR i 

3i% grjter m ^r wf mm %t row msjt 'wt ii 

^tT 3T^RT 3R? T|% ^T3 cT %tT =1^91 %TtT 3R5R I 

%<4%1 *rj?t w\ m% m m; ^r <r n 

R^T fw cifridp # ^ +i^Nd MtRT HPfK I 

[mm 

Shri Parmanand das ji saw this Jamnotsawa (birth celebration) 
Leela with his divine eyes and started singing with ecstasy. 

9=R F% Tf I 

'Irtd MPft MP? 9TMR 3TRP^ ^ ft LPT TfII 

^ 3pr t tMt m wm m wt sfmt 1 

TTRUR? ^TST # WITt mt *RT%T MfT # II 1 

This same place is getting impatient to tell us its pious story and 
is famous as Shri Krishna Janmotsawa Sthal. 

Putana Uddhar Sthali 

RTPT-vflTP eCM&ft - 7T5T# ?%TRRT I 
%wqi% IR^ MRT R3TSST || i 

(’IpTRTTWf 10/6/35) 

Shri Krishna is all auspicious. While the root cause of the 
incarnation has always been to make His devotees experience divine 
love, at the same time He also killed many demons for the welfare 
of His devotees. The providence of Shri Krishna, His every action 
and plan is all auspicious. In reality the demons that were killed by 
His hands were liberated on receiving His touch. The deaths of the 
demons turned out to be a boon for them. 

There was a very cruel demon by the name of Putana. She 
would go to the towns, villages and habitats of cowherds and kill the 
little children mercilessly. One day she came to Gokul. Using maya 
she turned into a beautiful woman. With Yashodaji and Rohiniji 
looking, she entered the house of Nandarai ji and lifting Shri Krishna 


1. Pootana was a demon. Her work was to kill the children and drink their blood. 
She had fed her breast to the Lord also only to kill Him. Nonetheless she attained the 
supreme position which is attained only by the righteous. 
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in her arms, she started acting loving and affectionate. She had applied 
deadly poison to her breasts. Kansa had sent her to kill Shri Krishna. 

The great saints have concluded that those who have the four 
kinds of purities, they become capable of meeting the Lord. These 
four purities are that of name, actions, species and food. Her name 
Put-na meant sacred-not, she would take the Brajwasi infants away 
from their mothers on the pretext of feeding them milk and would feed 
them poison instead. Her actions comprised of killing innocent babies. 
She belonged to the demon species and her food consisted of drinking 
blood. She was full of intense vices. In spite of this Nandanandan 
by the virtue of His grace gave her the status of mother and set a 
high moral example. He granted the same place to Putana which was 
reserved for mother Yashoda. Wishing for the same grace of the Lord, 
Shri Uddhav ji is saying to Shri Vidur ji - 

RFT W5T frTEtRBlT I 

U I THpci n I I I 1 

3/2/23) 

As soon as Shri Krishna saw Putana, He understood her 
intention but pretended to be unaware. Despite knowing the motives 
of the demon, Shri Krishna started sucking on her breasts. Along with 
the milk, the Lord angrily started sucking the life force out of Putana. 
Putana started crying because of the unbearable pain. Her eyes rolled 
out. Loudly wailing “O Krishna! Leave me, please leave me”, she ran 
out and assuming her original demon form fell down. While falling 
she sent many trees of a wide area crashing to the ground. 

Shri Yashodaji and other gopis saw child Krishna playing on the 
breasts of Putana. Maiya ran and picked Him up. She started kissing 
His face again and again with love and affection. Performing various 
rites, she started praying for the well being and safety of Kanhaiya. 

When Shri Nandarai ji returned from Mathura and leamt about 
the incident, he started praising Vasudevji’s prophecy in his mind. He 
became very happy to see Kanhaiya safe and unharmed from the cruel 
plans of Putana. 

The cowherd boys cut the giant dead body of Putana into pieces 
and burnt them in a remote place. While her body was burning, it kept 
emitting a divine smell. All her sins perished at the touch of the Lord. 
She attained a divine body. 

That same place is still famous as Putana Moksha Sthali. 

l.The sinner Pootana had applied poison to her breasts and fed Shri Krishna with the 
intention to kill Him. Even to her the Lord gave the same position that a foster mother 
gets. Besides Lord Shri Krishna who else is as merciful whose refuge we can take. 
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Shakat Bhanjan Sthal 

3T6T: eiMflcl I 

(sftwnwr 10/7/7) 

Child Shri Krishna has grown older. He can now turn to His 
side by himself. He is now able to raise His hands and silently beckon 
at maiya. Braj is the land of festivals and the people of Braj always 
find some or the other pretext involving Kanhaiya to celebrate. When 
Kanhaiya turned to his side, maiya sent this news to the neighbours. 
People started singing songs. In the auspicious time for charities and 
offerings, all the bards and the minstrels came making preparations to 
dance. Brahmins recited swasti vachan (well wishes in mantras) and 
prayed for the well being of the Lord. 

All go pis assembled at the house. That day’s ruling constellation 
was the same as the birth constellation. Yashoda ji performed the 
religious ablutions of her Lala and made offerings to the Brahmins. 
After giving a bath to child Krishna, maiya noticed that He was sleepy. 
She put Him under a shakat (cart) to sleep and became occupied with 
welcoming and serving the guests. Krishna woke up in some time. He 
was hungry so He started crying and flailing His arms and legs around. 
As maiya was busy she did not notice anything. When maiya had put 
Kanhaiya under the cart to sleep, a demon 1 2 had come and entered it. 
He was sent by Kansa to kill Kanhaiya. Kanhaiya was aware of it. 

When maiya did not pay attention to Lala for a long time, He 
kicked His foot forcefully and hit the cart. The cart broke and all the 
things kept on it scattered to the ground. Many pots filled with rasa 
broke to pieces. The yoke of the cart split and the wheels went awry. 

All Brajwasis who had come to attend the celebrations were 
astounded by this. Brahmins prayed for the wellbeing of Kanhaiya. 


1. Child Shri Krishna was sleeping under a cart. His feet were very tender and small 
like tiny red buds. But with the touch of the small feet the huge cart turned over. 
There were many pots and pitchers filled with milk kept on that cart. All of them 
broke. The wheels and the axle came apart and even the yoke of the cart split. 

2, Utkacha was the son of Hiranyaksha. Once he trampled the trees of the ashram of 
sage Lomasha. Becoming angry the sage cursed, “O the wicked one, go and become 
bodiless. Immediately his body started falling like a slough of a snake. He fell in the 
feet of the sage and started asking for forgiveness. Getting pleased Lomasha rishi 
said, “In Vaivasvata manvantara you will be liberated by the touch of the feet of Shri 
Krishna.” That very demon had come and sat in the cart and had gotten liberated by 
the touch of the feet of Lord Shri Krishna. 
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As the words of Brahmins who always speak the truth, never fail, 
therefore Lala was saved. 

This place in Gokul still relating the story of Kanhaiya’s might is 
known as Shakat Bhanjan Sthal (the site of the breaking of the cart). 


Trinavarta Uddhar 


totfr spncRf: r: I 1 

(sftwiTWT 10/7/20) 


One day Shri Yashodaj i was feeding her beloved Lala. Suddenly 
she was unable to bear His weight so she put Him on the ground. 
Shakatasur had already been killed. Kansa sent his aide Trinavarta 
to Braj. He arrived in the form of a tornado and shrouded Braj with 
dust storms blinding everyone with the dust. When Yashoda ji went to 
check on Shri Krishna and could not find him where she had left Him, 
she was aghast. She panicked and started looking for Him frantically. 
Once the tornado calmed down, the other gopikas heard Yashoda ji 
crying. When they found out that Shyam Sundar was missing, they 
were all devastated. All were deeply anguished. 

In the meantime Trinavarta carried the Lord to the sky. Lord 
increased His weight and grasped his neck tightly. Trinavarta became 
unconscious and fell down in Braj with a loud explosion and died. 
When the women went closer, they found the child Shri Krishna 
playing normally on his body. 

Finding Shri Krishna safe, Shri Yashoda ji, gopis and Nandarai 
ji were overjoyed and felt proud of their good fortune.Even today this 
place reminds visitors of the child Leelas of Shri Krishna and is famous 
as Trinavarta Uddhar Sthal (site of the liberation of Trinavarta). 


Gaushala Namkaran-Sthal 

far: ^ i 

^ siTvBit: It 

10/8/it) 

Shri Gargacharya ji was an eminent scholar. He was the family 
priest of Shri Nandarai ji. One day he came to Gokul. Shri Nandarai 


1. There was a demon by the name of Trinavarta. He was a personal servant of Kansa. 
By the inspiration of Kansa he came to Gokul in the fonn of a tornado and took the 
sitting child Krishna in the sky with him. 
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ji welcomed him and honoured him graciously and then said to him 
humbly, “What else could be the reason of your visit but to secure our 
well being?” 

Shri Gargacharya ji is capable of knowing the past and the 
future. So when he arrived unexpectedly, Shri Nandarai ji requested 
the Acharya to perform the naming (namkaran) rites of both the 
children. 

Shri Gargacharya ji knew everything. He told Nandarai ji that it 
would be his great fortune to perform the ritual, but it was known by 
all that he was the priest of Yaduvanshis (descendants of Yadu race). 
Because of the words of Yogamaya, Kansa was already suspicious. If 
Kansa found out, he will deem Lala to be the son of Vasudev ji, which 
will only cause trouble. 

Shri Nandarai ji said imploringly, “Please perform the rites in 
the gaushala (cow bam) privately. I will make sure that no one finds 
out anything about it.” 

Shri Gargacharya ji himself was very keen to perform the 
naming ceremony. All preparations were done. A few close relatives 
also assembled. Pointing towards the elder Lala, Shri Gargacharya ji 
said, “Since he is the son of Rohini ji, he will be called Rohinaiya. 
As he will bring pleasure to his friends and relatives because of his 
virtues, he will also be known as Ram. Because he will be mighty and 
powerful, he will also be called Bala. As he will remove differences 
amongst people and establish friendships, he will be called Sankarshan 
as well. 

This little dark Lala incarnates in every yuga. In the past yugas 
He had taken the white, red and yellow complexions respectively. 
Now He has taken krishna complexion hence he will be known as 
Krishna. Those who know that He was bom in the house of Vasudev 
ji will call Him Vasudev. This son of yours has many other names and 
virtues. 

Those who feel love for this dark child of yours, such people are 
very fortunate. Actually this son of yours is equal to Lord Narayana 
in terms of fame, influence, virtues and wealth. He will be dear to 
Brajwasis, cows and everybody. He will protect them all. All types of 
sins and afflictions will disappear from Braj.” 

‘TT WF11 RFRT: I’ 

This cow bam where the naming ceremony took place 
reiterating its unprecedented history is worshipped by all Vaishnavas 
and is famous as Namkaran Sthal. 
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Ukhal -Bandhan- Sthal 

■r ^ 'Trf^r i 


Tgfai «lfe>NM'>M Wf: II 



wr Tupr w ii 1 

( J £tRT4TWT 10/9/13-14) 

Kanhaiya is growing up every day in the house of Nandarai ji. 
Every day new festivals are being celebrated. Now Kanhaiya gives 
joy to maiya sometimes by teasing her and sometimes by pleasing her. 
Sometimes His ways of pleasing and teasing astound maiya. Maiya 
gives butter to Kanhaiya in breakfast every day. Now Kanhaiya has 
started crossing over the threshold. Sometimes He runs with the little 
children and sometimes He embraces them tightly. Unique is this 
ma nn er of love. 

One day Shri Yashoda ji assigned different duties to the maids 
and started churning the yogurt for Kanhaiya herself. Shri Krishna 
was hungry. While playing He went to maiya. She held Him tight 
and kissed Him and after expressing her love in various ways, started 
breastfeeding Him. On the other side in the kitchen the milk was 
boiling. Suddenly remembering that, maiya ran towards the kitchen 
leaving Kanhaiya behind. He did not like this and became angry. His 
red lips started quivering. Kanhaiya picked up a piece of stone lying 
nearby and broke the milk pot and ran off from there. When maiya 
returned and found the pot broken to pieces, she was stunned. She 
started looking for Kanhaiya. 

Kanhaiya Himself was eating the butter and was also distributing 
it generously to the monkeys. Maiya chased Him with a stick in her 
hand and caught Him. She started scolding Him. Kanhaiya started 
crying. He started rubbing His eyes with His little hands. The black 
ink of kohl mixed with tears spread on His face. Yashoda ji realized 
that the Lala has become very frightened. She threw the stick away 
and decided to tie Him with a rope. 

The One Who is the ruler of the universe, Who is omnipresent, 
Who is the eternal and the fortuitous cause of the world, Yashodaji can 


l.In whom there is no inside and no outside, no beginning and no end, who existed 
before the creation and will exist afterwards as well; Who is not only inside this 
world, but also in its external forms; in fact it is He Himself in the forms of the world; 
not only this, the one who is beyond all senses and who is infinite; considering that 
same Lord because of his human form to be her son, Shri Yashoda Rani ties Him to 
the mortar with a rope as though He is an ordinary child. 
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tie that Shri Krishna only with the cord of love. 

When maiya tried to bind Him with the rope it fell short by 
two fingers. Maiya tied another piece of rope to the old one to make 
it longer but it fell short again by two fingers. Despite tying several 
ropes together, maiya was unable to bind Lala. She started perspiring 
all over. When Shri Krishna saw how tired maiya was, mercifully He 
let Himself be tied. 

^WSS#^ I' 

Shri Krishna Who is supremely independent, subdued by the 
love and affection of maiya let Himself be tied. Gopikanandan Lord 
Shri Krishna is easily attainable by the devotees whereas He is very 
difficult to attain for the yogis, sages and ascetics. 

This place where the Lord was tied to the mortar (ukhal) is 
known as Ukhal Bandhan Sthal. 

Deliverance of Yamalarjun 

TTKf^fhrdiffT^- 

II 1 

10/10/27) 

Shri Kuber ji had two sons, Nalkubar and Manigreeva. One 
day both of them were wandering intoxicated at the ha nks of river 
Mandakini in a beautiful garden of Mount Kailash and were engaged 
in vihar with women while naked, blinded with lust. Narad ji came 
over there suddenly. Afraid of being cursed the women put on their 
clothes, but the two of them drunk and blinded by lust did not even 
look at Narad ji and continued to remain naked. 

Narad ji thought that indulgence in sensory pleasures has 
degenerated their minds and intellect. They have been blinded by the 
pride of wealth and affluence and they are drowning deep in sensual 
enjoyments. Therefore their arrogance should be destroyed. 


1. On the waist of Damodar Lord Shri Krishna a rope had been tied. As soon as 
He pulled the mortar that was rolling behind him with a little force, the trees were 
uprooted. With a little force of ‘the center of all the power and might’ the Lord, the 
trunk, the branches and all the leaves shook up and both the trees fell on the ground 
with a loud bang. 
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Narad ji looking at their behavior that was contrary to the 
scriptures, for the sake of their welfare, cursed the sons of the demigod 
and said, “Go attain the birth of an insentient being as it is”. Even a 
curse given by a saint in the end proves to be a boon. Therefore showing 
mercy and being graceful he also said that they will attain the proximity 
of Lord Krishna in that birth. In truth this was actually a boon. 

Both of them became famous as Yamalarjun in the birth of 
Arjun trees. 

Shri Krishna was aware of all this. Bound to the mortar because 
of the love of maiya, child Krishna dragged the mortar to these two 
trees and started passing between the two. As the mortar was aslant 
it got stuck between the trees. All this was only Shri Krishna’s Leela. 
Just as the Lord tugged the rope a little with force, the two trees 
were uprooted and crashed to the ground, shaking the branches and 
the leaves. Lrom the trees appeared two effulgent beings that started 
praying to the Lord. They were Nalkubar and Manigreeva. 

Even today two Arjun trees stand as symbols at the gate of 
Nanda Palace in Mahavan. 

Mallamalla Tirtha 

’H'JlId II 

(fW 

Here Shri Krishna and Bahama ji engaged in various wrestling 
sports with their friends therefore it is famous as Mallamalla 
(wrestling) Tirtha. 

Gopeshwar Mahadev ji established by demigods is virajman in 
Mahavan. 

Tapta Samudrik Koop 

TPTRf fMd fatnflRR I 
fWwr II 

WT 

To dissolve the sin related to abortions or killing of fetus (bhruna 
hatya) and the sin related to playing with insects and worms, this 
Tapta Samudrik Koop had appeared for Yadavas and the demigods. It 
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can pacify cold and vata (rheumatism, gout). By bathing here hundred 
times one certainly gets liberated. 

Doing charity here has a special significance. 

Yamalarjun Kund 

Built in the memory of the salvation of Yamalarjun trees, these 
two kunds are making the victory declaration of the unlimited and 
causeless mercy of Shri Kris hn a. 

Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji in Mahavan 

When Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhuji arrived in Mahavan 
and did the darshan of Shri Krishnajanmotsawa Sthan and Shri Madan 
Mohan ji, he started dancing in ecstasy overwhelmed with love for 
the Lord. Tears started flowing from his eyes. 

3# ^tf’Tnrr ! 1 

fsBTFT II 
Tpny fm | 

^ fan #^rr 11 

Shri Sanatan ji 

'HHIcM I 

ASI^ TTtqi # II 

(RO TO) 

Shri Sanatan Goswami ji, the follower of Shri Shri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu ji is well known by all Vaishnavas. He was the 
embodiment of fortitude. He constantly experienced the grace of Shri 
Radha and Krishna. 

One day Shri Sanatan ji seeing an extraordinary child playing 
on the beautiful sandy beach of Shri Yamuna ji was enthralled and 
mesmerized. He also started playing with the child. His mind was 
spontaneously getting attracted to the child again and again. After the 
game was over, he started following the child. When he reached inside 
the temple he could not see the child anymore. Shri Sanatan ji became 
overwhelmed with love. 

Shri Madan Gopal ji Himself had come to give darshan to Shri 
Sanatan ji in the form of a child. 











68 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


Brahmanda Ghat 

*PTI^ «T^?RT^ T?: I 
rTFW d^KI^STF^BPi; II 1 

(^RTTPRcT 10/8/34) 

All cowherd boys were once occupied in playing. Tied to 
the cord of love of many gopis, Shri Krishna in the form of child 
became intoxicated with love. Bound within the limits of ‘Tatsukhe 
sukhitvam ’ i.e. in your happiness lies my happiness, the Lord who is 
the supreme lover-beloved always remains under the subjugation of 
the Braj maidens. Today He is getting restless to have the dust of the 
feet of these gopis so He starts eating and enjoying the same secretly 
in solitude. 

srftoFi; T$:’ 

Lala Kanhaiya has eaten mud. When maiya asked Him, He 
denied it. Maiya was stunned and said it is your elder brother who is 
saying so. When Kanhaiya heard Baldau ji saying that He has eaten 
the mud, He felt a little disheartened and spoke, convulsing maiya’s 
feelings to the core. 

WljcT PsTH>l4V 

irr# ^ wTfcT ^ 11 

O! My maiya ! All the cowherd boys snap their fingers and 
laugh at me. They say that both you and baba are fair but they call me 
dark. Please you tell me, maiya ! Am I dark? I am also fair, isn’t it! 
Please say yes maiya. They ask me again and again who my mother 
is and who my father is and maiya you also harass me with or without 
any reason. Sometimes even 1 become doubtful. 

Maiya could not hear more. She ran and took her darling 
Kanhaiya in her arms and embraced him tightly. Lala is also 
hugging her tighter and tighter. He is not getting satisfied and 
wants to hear again and again from maiya, ‘I am your mother and 
you are my son.’ 

Shri Krishna had eaten the mud but when asked by maiya 
He denied it. Maiya asked Him to open His mouth and show her. 


1. ‘Why O naughty,you havebecomevery stubborn. Why didYoueatthemud? Seewhat 
your friends are saying. Your elder brother Baladau is also testifying from their side.' 
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Kanhaiya opened His mouth and asked maiya to see for herself. Maiya 
was stunned. She saw many universes in His mouth. After seeing all 
sentient and insentient beings in the mouth of Kanhaiya, she became 
doubtful. She started wondering if she was scolding the Lord of the 
whole universe considering Him to be her son. Kanhaiya realizing that 
she was getting overpowered by His magnificent grandeur concealed 
His maya immediately. Maiya was taken aback. Slowly, she forgot 
everything and picked up Lala. The fountain of her motherly love 
swelled forth. 

Maiya had become astounded upon seeing the universe in the 
mouth of Kanhaiya. She told Nand baba, “Mahar, today 1 saw colossal 
mountains, rivers, the earth, the whole universe in the mouth of your 
Lala.” Baba was listening without reaction and replied when asked, 
“When one grows old, such delusions occur.” Maiya fell silent. Baba 
used to perform the ceremonial bath of Shaligram ji every day. One 
day when he was meditating after the ceremonial bath, Lala picked 
up Shaligram ji and put it in His mouth. When Baba opened his eyes, 
he found Shaligram ji missing. When he asked Lala about it, Lala 
said He didn’t know. Baba asked Kanhaiya to open His mouth and 
show. Seeing the whole universe in the mouth, Baba was amazed. He 
went running to Yashoda ji and told her that he just had the strangest 
darshan in the mouth of Lala. He saw all the rivers, mountains, sun, 
moon etc inside His mouth. Maiya repeated what baba had said to her 
about old age and delusions. Baba started smiling. In such a way our 
Lord through many child Leelas provided bliss and delight to maiya, 
baba and all other Brajwasis. 

Because of giving the darshan of the universe (brahmanda) in the 
mouth after eating the mud, this place became famous as Brahmanda 
Ghat. It is repeating the story of Shri Krishna’s godhood even today. 

This place is especially enchanting during rainy season. 

Chintaharan Ghat 

m sWI'tfldl 11 

f<tf}=MA|) 

This is a bathing place of Brajwasis. It removes all worries. 
There is a temple of Mahadev ji here. 








Gokul 


70 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


Gokul and Mahavan are basically the same place. The place 
of residence of Shri Nandarai ji has been given the name Gokul. At 
some places even Nandagram has been referred to as Gokul by some 
devotees. Gokul of today is a settlement under Vrihadvan. Amongst 
the many Leela sites of Shri Krishna, the place held by Gokul is 
unequalled. Immediately after His birth the Lord Himself inspired 
Vasudev ji to move to Gokul. This is enough to prove how dear Gokul 
is to the Lord. Many Leelas of Shri Krishna are associated with Gokul. 

The main credit of bringing the present day Gokul to light goes 
to Shriman Mahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji. This city with natural 
scenic beauty at the banks of Yamuna ji, many significant ancient sites 
and related to many sweet experiences of Acharyas and devotees is 
famous as Gokul today. 

This place is especially significant to the followers of Pushti 
sect. Shri Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj stayed in Vrihadvan during his 
first visit to Braj. While he had just begun surveying a Leela site, 
Yamuna ji appeared as a beautiful woman and told Mahaprabhu ji that 
the place was Thakurani ghat. Shri Vallabhacharya ji after experiencing 
the site likewise, rested here and performed the recitation of Shrimad 
Bhagwat. 

In the same place, for the deliverance of living beings of 
Kaliyuga, the Lord instructed the Acharyia to promote devotion and 
grant bramha-sambandh. The ocean of compassion Shri Krishna 
assured Mahaprabhu ji that for the welfare of the world, He will accept 
anyone who will be brought before Him by Acharyashri. 

The very first time Mahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji initiated 
Damodardas Harsani at this place. 

The present day Gokul was settled by Goswami Vithalnath ji. In 
samvat 1627 securing a benefit from Emperor Akbar he got sufficient 
land earmarked for building a temple. The following year the 
construction of the grand temple of Shri Navneet Priya Shri Thakur ji 
and many other mansions was completed. Since then Shri Vithalnath 
ji with many relatives, disciples and attendants started living here. The 
management of the temple and the mansions of the Pushti sect was 
done by Shri Champa bhai and Shankar bhai Kothari. 

Since this was the main site of Pushti sect, all the seven idols 
bestowed by Shri Vallabhacharya ji for service remained here only. In 
due course of time because of various reasons they were moved out 
of Gokul. 
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Even today, the matchless grandeur of Shri Gokulnathji, the 
longing of Vaishnava devotees for His darshan, the peaceful ghats 
of Yamuna ji and the deserted forests becoming vocal are soaking us 
with their ambience. 

Actually the settlement of the cowherds has been given the name 
Gokul. The exact location of Gokul at the time of Shri Krishna may be 
unclear for the intellectuals of today, but so much is certain that Gokul 
at the time of Shri Krishna was a forest division within Vrihadvan 
situated at the bank of Yamuna. In the present, the surrounding and 
the neighboring area from Mahavan to Gokul, has been referred to as 
Gokul by Acharyas, devotees and Rasikas based on their experiences 

The site famous as Gokul has continued to remain the principal 
center ofVallabha sect. Shri Vallabhacharya ji, Gosain Vithalnath ji are 
the founders of Pushti sect. They were the scholars and the devotees 
of the highest order. They would frequently visit Gokul and stay here. 

Shri Shri Vallabhacharya ji 

Shri Lakshaman ji Bhatt and mother Ilammagaru stayed in 
Kashi for a few days during their pilgrimage. They were proceeding 
to the south from there. On the way, in the region of Champaranya, a 
son was bom to them under a lupine tree. From the time of its birth, 
the child was still and unconscious. The mother considering the 
newborn to be dead, wrapped him in a piece of cloth and left him 
under the same tree. They then rested at Chauranagar for the night. In 
the morning when the fear of Yavans subsided, they came back to the 
same tree and found their son alive. That same child Vallabha Bhatt 
later became the propagator of the principle of Shuddhadvaita and 
the founder of Pushti sect. His name was Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu 
Vallabhacharya j i. 

Later Shri Vallabhacharya ji became the Acharya of Vishnu 
Swami Sect. He travelled extensively for the propagation and 
promotion of dharma. During his travel of Jharkhand, propelled by 
some unknown inspiration he arrived in Braj. It was about samvat 
1550. When he arrived, he sat down on his grass mat in a solitary 
place at the ha nk of Yamuna ji absorbed in deep thoughts. It is said 
that a beautiful woman came there and reading his thoughts, pointed 
at a place and said that- this is Gokul and the ancient Govind ghat. 
This woman was Yamuna ji herself. At this very place Lord Shri 
Krishna instructed him to grant hrahma-samhandha for the liberation 
of human beings. Shri Damodardas Harsani was the first blessed one 
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to get initiated by Shri Mahaprabhu. Shriman Mahaprabhu went on 
several long tours and met many learned scholars. He defeated many 
of them in scriptural debates and propagated Vaishnava dharma. 

He returned to Braj again and stayed in Gokul and established 
Pushti sect at Govind Ghat. Many Brajwasis expressing their gratitude 
took initiation from him. The appearance of Shrinathji in Gowardhan, 
the construction of the temple, the revelation of the service, all of this 
became available to the common people due to Acharyashri’s grace. 

The propagation of the worship of child Krishna was also 
mainly done by Shri Vallabhacharya ji. Although His personal form 
of worship was principally that of madhurya, as evident from the 
scriptures written by him. Even today the kind of service, worship, 
relationship and profound feelings towards Thakurji that is seen in 
Pushti Sect Vaishnavas, such adoration and indulgence is rarely found 
anywhere else. 

Acharyapad went to many places and performed the recitation 
of Shrimad Bhagwat and propagated devotion to Shri Krishna. 

Shri Gosain Vithalnath ji 

Goswami Vithalnath ji Maharaj is considered the pillar of 
‘Vallabha sect.’ He was bom near Kashi. He completed his studies at 
a very young age and became qualified. 

After the death of his elder brother Shri Gopinath ji, he came 
over to Braj. A family dispute regarding who should be given the seat 
of Acharya involving Gopinathjis’s son Purushottamji was ensuing. 
Based on the qualifications, Shri Vithalnath ji was most deserving but 
the conflict increased to such proportions that due to the influence of 
Shri Krishna Das Adhikari, Shri Vithalnath ji was barred from having 
the darshan of Shrinath ji. During that time Shri Vithalnath ji lived 
in Parasauli gram (Chandra Sarowar). During those unbearable six 
months he wrote ‘Nava Vigyaptiyan’. It seems as though they are the 
very expressions of the fire that blazed in his heart. 

The place Gokul near Mathura had become the pious and merit 
giving place of the Pushti sect at the time of Shri Vallabhacharya ji 
itself. The new community of Gokul was built by Shri Vithalnath ji 
Maharaj. He used to live mostly in Gokul. The construction of the 
temple of Sri Navneet Priya ji was done here for the very first time. 

It is said that Shri Vishnudas ji, the doorkeeper of Shri Vithalnath 
ji was very learned. Anybody who used to come for a debate with 
Gosain ji, he would be rendered speechless by Vishnudas ji and sent 
back from outside itself. 


MAHAVAN-GOKUL- Chapter Two 


73 


On assuming the responsibility of the sect, he expanded upon 
the service and worship of Shrinath ji and the other Thakur deities. 
The service sequence of shringar, offering of food and the singing of 
padas that is being followed currently, was started by him. 

The Ashtachhap was also constituted by him. Shri Chheet 
Swami had come to Gokul to get initiation from Gosain ji. 

Therefore Gokul remains the principal place of veneration for 
the Vaishnavas of Vallabha sect even today. 

Thakur Shri Gokulnath ji 

This is the main temple of Gokul. In the beginning the 
worship of this Thakur deity was being carried out by the in-laws 
of Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji. Later Gosain ji entrusted 
this service to Shri Gokulnath ji. Two Swaminis are virajman with 
Shri Thakur ji. On one side Shri Priya ji and on the other side Shri 
Chandrawali ji are virajman. 

The sandals, the rosary, the upper garment and the signatures of 
Shri Acharya Mahaprabhu and Shri Vithalnath ji are kept here. 

Goswami Harirai ji 

(^kwT'qNiq^l) 

Acharyaprabhu has spoken about the great significance of 
the satsang (associating with that which is pure and virtuous). The 
satsang can be attained in the company of the saints and by following 
their words. The life of Shri Harirai ji was steeped in the two. 

He was the son of Shri Govindrai ji, second son of Shri 
Vithalnath ji. He was born in Gokul. He got the initiation of brahma- 
sambandha from Shri Gokulnath ji and in his company he studied the 
scriptures and acquired the knowledge of the principles of Pushti sect. 
He became famous at a very young age. In his sect he is known as 
Prabhu Charan. 

He led a disciplined and regulated life. He had even ordered his 
followers to shun the company of those Vaishnavas who were slack in 
following discipline. He had devout faith in his guru. Only after Shri 
Gokulnath ji had taken his prasad, would Harirai ji take his prasadi. 
l.The self surrender that a person has done at the feet of Prabhu that becomes 
fruitful only by remembering the satsang (association of good and pious) of similar 
people. 
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If during his travel, a Thakur ji bestowed for service by Shri 
Vallabhacharya ji or Shri Vithalnath ji used to be in the vicinity of two 
miles from the place where Shri Harirai ji was staying, he would not 
partake anything until he had had the darshan. He was deeply anguished 
after the mahaprayan (death) of Shri Gokulnath ji. In that very state, 
he was instructed to do the japa (chant the name) of Sarvottam ji. He 
started doing the japa resolutely. Shri Vallabhacharya ji gave him 
darshan after three days and blessed him with the bliss of the Self. 

He has written many scriptures in Sanskrit. In ‘Shiksha Patra’ 
which are only forty one in number, he has described the difficulties 
and poignant incidents of the life of sadhakas and also given the 
solutions to their problems in a beautiful way, which are serving as an 
ideal for all the Vaishnavas. 

Goswami Gokulnath ji 

Goswami Gokulnath ji was the fourth son of Shri Gosain ji and 
remained a guiding light for the followers of Pushti sect. He was a 
great scholar, with deep knowledge of the core principles of the sect, 
famous and kind hearted. In the life time of Shri Gosain ji itself, his 
fame spread far and wide. After Shri Gosain ji left for the heavenly 
abode his importance multiplied. All the members of the seven 
families considered him the foremost regarding any family matter. 

Shri Girdhar ji in spite of being elder used to act only as per the 
instructions of Shri Gokulnath ji. He is famous as ‘Prabhu Charan’ in 
Pushti sect. 

The ‘Mala prasang ” or the rosary incident of his life is 
incredible and famous. During the time of Mogul emperor Jahangir 
the Vaishnavas living in Braj were forbidden by the law from putting 
tilak and wearing bead necklace. All Vaishnavas were upset because 
of this order. But the Muslim rulers were fanatically obsessed with 
opposing the Hindu dharma. The state employees used to break the 
bead necklace and wipe off the tilak. Injustice prevailed everywhere. 

The people were very unhappy with the behaviour of the state 
employees. It is said that when Jahangir was in Kashmir, Goswami 
Gokulnath ji travelled all the way to Kashmir on foot and citing proofs 
from Vedas and other scriptures, gave him the knowledge of dharma. 
Jahangir was very impressed with the knowledge and personality of 
G oswami j i. After returning from Kashmir Jahangir revoked this order. 
This incident is described in detail in the scripture named ‘Maloddhar’ 
written by Shri Gopaldas ji. 
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Up until today his descendants are doing the service in the 
temple of ‘ Shri Gokulnath ji\ 

Shri Shri Raja Thakur 

The main deity of Gokul is Shri Navaneetlal ji. In the past, the 
Gokul village was the estate of Shri Raja Thakur. The taxes, rent, 
lease, custom duty were all collected in the name of Shri Raja Thakur 
and for Raja Thakur. 

After Gokul became a municipality, this system was done away 

with. 

Shri Gopal lal ji, More wala temple, Katara wala temple, Dau 
ji’s temple, Brajeshwar ji’s temple, Ganga beti ji’s temple, Shri 
Mathuresh ji, Shri Nathu ji, Shri Parwati bahu ji, and Bhamini bahu 
ji’s temple, Shri Vallabha lal ji, Kam van wala temple etc are famous 
sites worth seeing. 

Shri Thakurani Ghat 

This is the main ghat of Gokul. Shri Yamuna ji manifested 
here before Shri Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj and showed him the 
divine transcendental Thakurani Ghat. Shri Mahaprabhu ji gave the 
very first initiation of brahma sambandha here, thereby blessing this 
place. Therefore this place is especially important to the Vaishnavas 
of Vallabha sect. 

Even today the beauty of the ghats of Yamuna ji here is 
enchanting. 

Govind Ghat 

During his first tour when Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya 
ji was in Jharkhand for the propagation and promotion of dharma, 
suddenly experiencing Lord’s grace he proceeded to Braj. Once 
he arrived at the beautiful ha nks of Yamuna ji, he started inquiring 
about Leela sites from the locals. The elders based on what they had 
heard from their ancestors, pointed at a certain place and said that it 
was famous as the cow bam of Nand Baba and the place located to 
the right of Gosain ji was known as Govind Ghat. Acharya Prabhu 
became virajman there and performed a week long Shrimad Bhagwat 
recitation under the lupine tree. 

After seating his Thakur deity, Mahaprabhu ji started 
worshipping and praying to the Lord. When the Lord did not appear 
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even after the first three hours of the night had passed, he became tired 
and sad. The Lord could not bear to see him like that. In the midnight 
He appeared. Wearing pitambar and glittering earrings with flute in 
His hand and Vaijayantimal on his chest, with dense curly hair and 
peacock feather, spreading the effulgence of his radiant blue form He 
appeared and touched Mahaprabhu ji with the edge of His pitambar 
moistened with love, giving him a new lease of life. He ordered the 
Acharya Prabhu to grant brahma sambandha for the salvation of 
worldly beings and then became invisible. 

Acharya Mahaprabhu ji and his attendants Damodar Harsani 
and others were very happy. Mahaprabhu ji asked Damala whether 
he also heard and saw the Lord. Respecting elders and also wishing 
to hear from the mouth of Mahaprabhu ji, Damodardas ji said that 
he heard some and saw some but did not understand it. Mahaprabhu 
ji recounted the whole incident in detail at this place. After that he 
initiated Damala on Pavitra Ekadashi (eleventh day of the bright half 
of the month of Shrawan). He wrote the scripture ‘Siddhanta Rahasya’ 
that brought this incident to light. 

TSt (T6f>(sf!pqf H^ifdjVr I 
rTCSHTT II 

facjftlfg <?Ht: TRrP II 

( ftPSPrT 1-2) 


Shri Yamuna ji 

We have already mentioned that Gokul has continued to remain 
the place of reverence and worship for the followers of Pushti sect. Shri 
Yamuna ji was the first to give information to Shrimanmahaprabhu ji 
about the sites by appearing to him in person. 

Although Yamuna ji is revered in all the sects, but in Pushti 
sect she is more than just an ordinary body of water. Her importance 
lies in her capability to provide the darshan of Shri Krishna to the 
devotees. Acharya Mahaprabhu has said in the first shloka of Shri 
Yamunashataka- 


'TRlf^T TRTRT fafe Irj I 
>fcd>dl II 
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wPrg: fcPT f^pfl^ II 1 

Yamuna ji is called ‘Sakala Siddhi Hetu ’, meaning the one who 
can fulfill all kinds of wishes. These wishes or siddhis are not the 
petty worldly siddhis but such siddhis that help in attaining a divine 
body that is useful for service and necessary for the attainment of 
Shri Krishna, siddhis that help in perceiving the Leelas of the Lord, 
in experiencing and tasting the rasa thereby nourishing and sustaining 
the sadhaka. Siddhis that let us drink the nectar flowing from the 
lotus feet of Shri Krishna, that flood us with its sweetness and give 
us absoiption. They enable us to taste and perceive the Leelas taking 
place in the forest groves at her ha nks between Priya Shri Radha and 
Her bodily manifestations, the gopis and Priyatam Shyam Sundar and 
even enable us to gain admission in those Leelas. 

Yamunaji in Pushti sect is the deity to be served, as the chief 
queen of Shri Krishna and as Pushti Shakti, she is venerable and 
worshipable by all. 

She is considered as “ Krishna Turya Priya”. She is virajmdn 
as the fourth chief queen in Dwaraka and even in Braj bhav she is 
accepted as the fourth mistress amongst the beloveds of Shri Krishna 
because He sports at her beautiful hank s and immerses in her waters. 
To propitiate Shyam Sundar she assumes His beautiful form. Shyam 
Sundar said to Priyaji once, “Darling! Whenever you assume man and 
sulk, it takes a lot of effort to appease you.” Priyaji said naturally, 
“Beloved you assume man and I will appease you. I want to experience 
the bliss of doing so.” Shyam Sundar assumed man and went and sat 
in a nikunja. Shri Radha tried all Her means to appease and mollify 
Him but to no avail. Even Shri Lalita, Vishakha and other sakhis tried 
but weren’t successful. When Shri Yamunaji assumed the form of 
Shyam Sundar and went before Him, He broke into laughter and was 
placated. Priyaji embraced Shri Yamunaji and gave her the boon that 
henceforth she will be worshipped in this form and for this reason. 
Therefore Yamunaji is virajmdn in this form and guides the sadhakas 
of Pushti sect even today. 

Govind ghat is next to Thakurani ghat. 


1. (Body useful for the service of the Lord) The cause of all the siddhis, filled with 
the continuous dropping of the nectar like bright sand particles from the lotus feet of 
Murari ( Shri Krishna), with the water and the manifest joy of the green forests at its 
bank in the form of flowers, and having the beauty of Shri Krishna, the father of Kamdev 
( Pradyumna) who is worshipped by all Sura-Asura, I joyfully bow to that Yamuna. 
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Assembly Sites for Recitation Or Baithaks 

The oldest baithak of Shri Shri Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj is 
located under a Chhonkar tree at Govind Ghat up until today. The 
very first credit of the salvation of the worldly beings by Mahaprabhu 
ji goes to this place. Here Mahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji gave the 
very first initiation to Shri Damodardas Harsani. 

Apart from this there are Shaiyya Baithak and Sandhya Vandan 
Baithak in Dwarakadheesh temple. 

Three baithaks of Goswami Shri Vithalnathji and one baithak 
each of Shri Giridhar ji, Gokulnathji, Raghunathji and Goverdhannathji 
are worth seeing. 

Raskhan Teela 

m are epfRfon <r Tm faf ^ ^ i 

3||4£ ^sl II 

FTT # cFT FFT cTFPT fafRt I 

# SIFT =H<1 II 

The eminent devotee Raskhan’s detachment from the world and 
his love and attachment for Braj, its forests, his deep adoration even 
for the Kareel (a thorny bush) kunjas of Braj, the luster of Krishna’s 
beautiful form, the enchanting form of Krishna returning from cow 
grazing with His friends, all these scenes of Leelas have cast a spell 
over him and made him crazy about Kanhaiya. 

After looking at a picture of Shri Krishna and hearing about 
Him, Raskhan came over to Braj. From the rugged forests, the grazing 
grounds, blissful nikunjas , the banks of Yamunaji, under the refuge of 
dark Tamal tree, from the vine and creepers soaked in blissfulness, in 
remote herds of cows, in the sweetness of the sound of cuckoos, in the 
sound ‘pee kalian ’ of papiha bird and from the Braj damsels, he started 
asking the whereabouts of the Rasik Rijhawar, aching and yearning 
for His darshan. After attaining His darshan he was aptly called Ras 
Ki Khan or the mine of rasa. Hankering after Him, wandering in the 
nikunjas of Braj he started singing, ‘Ladilo Chhaila Wahi Ta Aheer Ko 
Peer Hamare Hiye Ki Haraigo’ i.e. my adorable and dashing beloved, 
only He can take away the pain of this cowherd heart of mine. 

The faith that the remover of his pain Shri Krishna will appear 
before him in His sweet form spreading His effulgent beauty was 
enough reason to sustain him. The faith was ultimately victorious. 
The God of his love appeared before him in person. Raskhan became 
overwhelmed and started singing ecstatically- 
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Shri Krishna can be attained only by the grace of great saints. 
Taking refuge of Shri Vithalnath ji he surrendered his life to Shri 
Krishna. The Braj damsels gave him the whereabouts of the Lord and 
Raskhan entered the nikunja with a divine body. There he saw the 
splendid form of his beloved Shri Krishna steeped in love. 

The beauty of Priya and Priyatam adorned with a mesmerised 
lazy look at the gate of the nikunja maddened Raskhan who was in 
the body of a sakhi. The crazy bewildered woman forgot her way, 
lost awareness of her body, did not even realize when the pot on her 
head fell down. She didn’t care about any shame or modesty. The 
modesty and social decorum flowed away on its own in the waves 
of love of Shyam Sundar. Sakhi bhav bhavit Raskhan started singing 
with abandon- 

<^<911 RR tgfe RRt ^R, RR R!? RR R% ^TRTt I 
H>Pi RRt ftR =FT RTRR, ^dPd RTR R>t nidi II 

Even Rds became effortless for Raskhan. He sang beautiful 
songs of the sweetness of Shri Krishna and His Leelas with abandon. 
Entering Rds in the body of a sakhi Raskhan made his eternal desire 
come true and felt blessed- 

RTR RR RR ft RR # RT, RR # RTRt RR T^Rt ft I 
^nPn HflPi ^nPn ft R% R’tRf RRtfTT RTR R^Rt ft II 
'jpypt <l<9d R*t ef’dR’lPd, R% RRRTRR RTR d"^ ft I 
cfqfa RT TRHlffl # 3TR faRRR aft 3fRT ^ ft II 

Treasuring the love songs of Raskhan in their womb, the sites 
and alleys of Gokul are making his presence feel so real. This site is 
famous as Raskhan Teela and worth a visit. 

Ali Khan Pathan 

In spite of being the governor of Braj Bhoomi as appointed by 
Emperor Akbar, Ali Khan became the follower of Shri Vithalnath ji. 
He developed love for Shri Krishna and used to come to Gosain ji’s 
recitation every day. 

Once by being especially graceful to him Shri Vithalnath ji 
made him eligible and deserving of Bhagwad darshan. 

A dilapidated site near Vallabha Ghat is famous after his name. 
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Taj Ki Chhatari 

t *lfd* 

Devotion is the subject matter of heart. Though community and 
caste are important, yet devotion cannot be bound by such limitations. 
Many Muslims and sadhakas of other castes have more than proved 
themselves in the test of devotion. History is a witness to this fact. 
Whoever has the emotion, the attachment of the heart and the deep 
love for the beloved naturally, they have been called the intimate 
devotees of the Lord. 

The two sisters Hameeda-Haseena, Raskhan, Ali Khan and 
Bhaktimati Taj in spite of being Muslims remained absorbed in loving 
Sri Krishna intensely, exclusively and relished the sweet nectar of His 
Leelas. 

Bhaktimati Taj belonged to the Mogul royal family, this fact 
is indisputable. One day she asked the Muslim religious heads and 
priests, “Is it possible to see God ?” After getting a reply in affirmative, 
she started for ‘Kaba Shareef’. On the way they camped at Mathura. 
On hearing the sound of the bells and the loud sounds of chanting of 
the names of the Lord, she asked the people who were accompanying 
her what that was. The court minister told her that the smaller god 
of Hindus lived there and they were praying to Him. Taj decided to 
proceed only after seeing the smaller god. The Muslim priest tried to 
desist her from doing so, but she remained resolute. 

Just as she was about to step in the temple for the darshan of 
the Lord, the Hindu priest forbade her from entering saying that she 
was not a Hindu. The yearning borne out of love is not subject to any 
confinement. Reciprocating her intense desire for His darshan, Shri 
Thakur ji also became impatient to meet His devotee. 

Becoming restless and impatient, Taj started singing - 

^pii ^ for cjr, 

?T% If I 

Unable to withstand the intensely poignant call of her love, 
attracted by her total surrender and moved by the intense pangs felt by 
her, Nandanandan without delaying any further went over to Taj. She 
was captivated by the beautiful form of the Lord, her voice resonated- 
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*TBRT ^TcfhTT <KdM cjjsf^K, 

^ %T TRT f^KRT Tifjfr I 

*1«t # '+ 5 <vj|n; w# <J<d 

fit t[w^ ftRprn?r ?t ^Nft 11 

Shri Krishna gave darshan to Taj and she felt blessed. She gave 
up her religion and became a Hindu deciding to stay in Braj to serve 
Shri Krishna. She was embraced by the Lord. Taj became immortal 
forever. She wandered in the streets of Gokul absorbed in the blissful 
beauty of Shri Krishna. 

This site called Taj Ki Chhatari (umbrella) surrounded by small 
trees near Raskhan Teela is giving the whereabouts of that very love 
story. 

There are a few who believe that the raised platform where Taj 
used to do her prayers is in Jatipura. 

Ramanreti 

This is the principal center of recluse Karshni Panthi saints of 
Udaseen sect. 

Shri Gopaldas ji and Shri Hamamdas ji have been the saints of 
high order in this sect. Both of them preached detachment. Even today 
many recluse ascetics live here and remain engaged in the service of 
saints. 

Other Nearby Sites 

Until now we had been enjoying the Leela sites of Gokul and 
Mahavan related to the child Leelas of Shri Krishna. Let us now 
tour the other Leela sites located nearby and sing the glories of Shri 
Krishna. 


Lohavan 

'TFT I 

T-f II 

(3TTO ^to tjo) 

O Devi! (Prithivi), the ninth forest called Lohajangh guarded by 
Lohajanghasur is capable of destroying all kinds of sins. 

This is Shri Krishna’s cattle grazing site. Shri Krishna and 
Bahama bantering and joking with their cowherd friends and grazing 
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their cattle come over to this secluded place. In the hot summer 
afternoon, the cowherd children receive immense pleasure in enjoying 
the shade of the dense trees. 

The cave of Lohasur and Gopinath ji are worth visiting. 


Anandi Bandi 




Two women named Bandi and Anandi are virajman here as 
Devis. They were the heads of the women who collected cow dung 
in Nanda Palace. 

The norm of love is strange. The vine of love nourished and 
nurtured within the bounds of ‘Tatsukhesukhittvam ’ is the embodiment 
of true love. The shining example of this are the damsels of Braj who 
surrendered everything that belonged to them for the happiness of 
their beloved Shri Krishna. Uddhav ji yearned to be bom as a leaf 
or a vine in Braj just to receive the dust particles of the feet of these 
dam s els. The eminent devotee Raskhan ji bound by the cord of love 
became ready to be bom as a stone in Braj, even lower than a blade 
of grass. When such was their feeling, then who can describe the 
greatness of these love intoxicated Braj damsels. Telling Uddhav ji 
about their devout exclusive faith in the Lord the Braj maidens said - 

ftfr t ftr ¥ft # w®rr # fr i 

tTep eppF «ft t II 

At one place overpowered by love they spoke with resoluteness 
and firm conviction- 


% cfr tf, "Hi"^ ft, fiftK ft, ft i 
fr oft t ii 

Bound by such steadfast love and unflinching conviction, 
Nandanandan has become indebted to them for a handful of buttermilk. 

The gopis, who are the rasa waves of the ocean of love that is 
Shri Krishna, are the personifications of love. They are happy in the 
happiness of the Lord. They have no hesitation in doing any kind of 
service of the beloved. Service to them is service, in that there is no 
awareness of small or big. Embracing the total and complete service, 
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they have shown us the pinnacle of love. They are also the beloveds 
of Shri Krishna. In the eternal sport of rasa, they are the sakhis who 
are emotionally identical to Shri Krishna, having deep insight of rasa. 
They happily accept any task in Nanda Palace to get an opportunity to 
enjoy the sweetness of the Lord every second. 

This place is famous after the names of those Braj maidens. 
Two kunds in the name of Bandi and Anandi are also here. 

Dau ji (Baldev) 

%nFif 1 

3P=#=ir ^ 1 11 

(3TTft TO) 

O! Revatiraman! O! The granter of the boons to the cowherds! 
You both are keenly eager to look at each other. Our obeisance to the 
both of you. 

The Importance of the Origin of the Site 

The spontaneous love found in Braj is difficult to find anywhere 
else. A special kind of love and intimacy is scattered everywhere in 
Braj and why not since Brajwasis are Shri Krishna’s intimate devotees. 
They are Shri Hari’s adornment, ‘Brajwasi Te Hari Ki Shobha’. 
Bound by their true love and affection Shri Krishna is readily and 
easily available to them. The feeling of a natural intimacy for Shri 
Krishna is filled in them. They have the great fortune of being Shri 
Krishna’s life and soul, His everything and they are proud of this fact. 

Shri Nandarai ji invited the Yadavas once. He collected the milk 
of one hundred thousand cows here. Variety of sweets and delicacies 
made of sugar, milk, clarified butter and honey were prepared for 
Baldev ji. Since Baldev ji came here and was welcomed here, this 
place has become famous as Baldev or Dau ji. 

Dugdha Kund 

cl II 

(TTT WT) 

O! The kund of nectarean milk ! O! The kund produced by the 
blessings of Haladhar ji ! Giver of long life! Obeisance to you. 
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This is the place where the milk was collected and stored and is 
known as Dugdha Kund. 

Baldev Bhojan Sthal 

WR fW I 

fsRTf fWd 'TR II 

(3fTO 40) 

O the fiilfiller of all wishes! O the site of the eating of food of 
Haldhar ji! You are for the welfare of demi-gods and human beings, 
obeisance to you. 

Baldev ji along with the other invited Yadavas had food here 
satisfyingly. This is why the place is called Baldev Bhojan Sthal. 

Trikone Temple 

=Hc1l4R r34d lJ Kh IJ lf4Tr I 
%RTWFlk ^T: II 

O Trikone Raman Sthal! You are for the fulfillment of the 
wishes of the cowherds. You are here for blessing Shri Nandarai ji and 
other cowherds. Circumambulating you I pay my obeisance to you. 

Dau Ji’s Temple 

The deity of Baldev ji here is black in colour and is very 
pleasing and attractive. In front of him Revati ji is seated with her eyes 
lowered down, respecting decorum. Both of them are looking at each 
other lovingly. Even the Yavan King was impressed by the miracles of 
this place. Like many other Thakur deities Dau ji remained here even 
during the attacks of the Yavans. 

One miraculous incident given below will help in understanding 
the specialness of Dau ji¬ 
lt is said that Aurangzeb destroying many other temples was 
on his way looking for the temple of Dau ji. His whole army kept 
looking for it the whole night but could not find it. After getting tired 
and frustrated he returned to his camp with the army. This was Dau 
ji’s miracle only. 

It is said that Dau ji appeared from a kund during the rule of 
Akbar. Goswami Shri Gokulnath ji had delegated the responsibilities 
of service and worship to Shri Kalyan ji. Until today, the service is 







85 


MAHAVAN-GOKUL- Chapter Two 


being done by the descendants of Shri Kalyan ji. 

Shri Dau ji is revered by all Brajwasis. For any auspicious wish 
they offer butter and sugar candy here famously known as Dau ji ka 
handa and pray for its fulfillment. 

Sankarshan Kund 

Nearby is Ksheer Sagar (Sankarshan Kund) and closer is 
Flathoura gram considered to be the baithak of Shri Nandarai ji. 

Devanagar 

The place of Divaspati cowherd is ten miles to the north of 
Baldev gram. Ram sagar and Gowardhan hill are here. Divaspati 
cowherd had done the worship of Gowardhan here only. 

Karnaval 

Kamaval village is near “Koi lo” village. It is said that the ears 
of Shri Krishna and Bahama ji were pierced here. The idol of Thakur 
Shri Mathuresh ji is believed to have manifested from here. 

The Kama Bhedya Koop, Ratan Chowk, Shri Mathuresh ji Ki 
Baithak and temples of Shri Madanmohanji and Madhavrai ji are here. 

Rawal 

Tl% TTWRT iM# TR 3ERT 3^: RT: I 
fa TIER TRRWRT II 

(WRtTcf WT ?ro ?jo) 

Shri Krishna and Shri Radha are essentially one and the same. 
Shri Krishna Flimself appeared as Shri Radha in order to experience 
His madhurya or sweetness. In order to explain the subject more 
clearly, we are sharing the experience of the great saint Bhaktimati 
Usha Behen ji below which will shed some light on the cause of the 
appearance of Priya ji. 

Priyatam’s desire for rasa manifested itself in the form of Priya 
ji. Shri Shyam Sundar remains continuously absorbed in savouring 
this ambrosial sweetness. Priyatam treasures the embodiment of this 
ambrosial sweetness in His eyes, mind and heart tenderly and lovingly 
with utmost care. The shyness and the rasa testiness that appear in this 
“golden vine embellished with a yellow tinge” seem to increase the 
new and novel keli of dark Tamal. Both are getting suffused with love 
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but are not getting satisfied. These blue and yellow bodied incarnates 
of love are forever absorbed in the desire for more and more. 

sit ftm sir rt httrit i?t i 

TRT f^T RT5RTT % t RT wfl II 

RT % qPlWd "*JRicr R?T f=RT rh?! I 

%r trt sr? y i u i *u£i ii 
fv*T dfd«M # <j ) e{’’ 0 l sffr Wl RT dd^ 3fT^t I 
f^TRT RR RW ^5% ftfc! t 'ftR rR d>IMdl it II 
RR iNt ’Rt t WR it feiT f^SRT ^eiil I 
WT #1 RRPR fwt'Hf'RRRR^lftll 

Manifesting from the left part of Shri Krishna, His Ahladini 
Shakti, in the form of Shri Radha, is venerated and worshipped by 
all Vaishnavas and is their heart and soul. Shyam Sundar and Shri 
Radha are two bodies and one soul. Priyatam Shyam Sundar cannot 
stay without Shri Radha and Kishori Shri Radha cannot stay without 
Shri Shyam Sundar. They are always united but insatiability always 
remains. 


‘ftRti RcT ^sr| ftpPr RT’ 

This insatiability alone is Love. Subjugated by this very love 
the rasa crazy Yugal become two chakor (Indian partridge who is 
enamoured of the moon) and two chandrama (moon). It is difficult to 
say whose beauty is more luminous. Both drink the sweetness of the 
beauty of each other continually, but their thirst is never quenched. 

From times unknown the lofty tides of sweetness rise in the two 
oceans of love, Shri Shyam Sundar and Kishori Radha and they both 
remain continuously absorbed in enjoying them. 

‘3ITfe T 3RR r=le!K ^ ^Rj7- 
ftRTT ftPRRT # R PxIRlfl I' 

From the beginning of the creation this aggregate mass of 
sweet rasa is flowing. Steeped in its colour, the Yugal intoxicated and 
unconscious in its absorption are engaged in drinking this rasa. 

Those Who are forever united, do not separate even for a 
second and Those Who remain immersed in the river of their inherent 
sweetness, where is the question of their manifestation? However 
they still manifest and incarnate to give their devotees a taste of the 
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extreme bliss resulting from love. Describing this utmost principle, 
Soordas ji says- 

rut rutw i 

STfiftT flTR II 

^6 Rf ' J U' r R RTF Rd T|y| vfid | 

<5ie-HI # ^TRT 5 ®R vtii y^Pd RBT II 

RvE ttj 3TWR ST# ¥3T ^JT^T VI •HU I 

^RT TraT-RTSTf W\ ^ I TR II 

Shri Radha ji is Shri Krishna’s Ahladini Shakti. She is also 
His primordial Shakti. In fact Shri Krishna Himself has assumed the 
form of Shri Radha and is performing the divine Leela of love for 
His devotees. The One who has surrendered Her all for the Beloved, 
She is the reflection of the feelings, indications and signals of Shri 
Krishna. Her happiness lies in the happiness of the Beloved. Narad 
Bhakti Sutra describing that Love devoid of any self-gratification 
that is found in these Love-Incarnate Braj damsels as ‘yatha 
Brajgopikanam’(like that of the gopis), has unreservedly declared it 
as being supreme. Shri Radha, the friend and the mistress of these 
maidens is the personification of that glorious Love. 

She concurs and contributes in every wish of the Priyatam Shri 
Krishna. She is always engaged in arranging means that will bring 
happiness to Him and thus make her happy. 

Subjugated by this love, Shri Krishna says - 

*T W^SfT *PpTT, RRTSJ W. I 

RT RT rsr RsgRT:, Rtp-R if; yfcIRR RT2RT II 

(sflR^HMMd 10/32/22) 

Therefore He cannot free Himself of the debt of the love of 
the gopis. Such is the nature of Shri Krishna, the Emperor of Love 
and the embodiment of Mahabhav Shri Radha, who lives only for the 
happiness of the Priyatam. 

The memory of the twenty eight chaturyugi of Shweta Varaha 
Kalpa is before Shri Krishna. Shri Radha willingly concurs and 
assuming any reason, a prelude to manifest on the earth, is set up. Shri 
Krishna, His parikar, Kishori Radha with sakhis incarnate in Braj to 
give bliss and delight of Leelas to their devotees. 

King Suchandra after receiving a boon from Brahma ji appeared 
as Vrishbhanu cowherd in Braj and his wife Kalavati appeared as 
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Kirtida milkmaid with him in Vrishbhanupur. Supremely fortunate 
Kirtida Rani received the supreme fortune of being the mother of Shri 
Radha. 

It was the brahma muhurta (the time three hours prior to 
sunrise). In a divinely intoxicating atmosphere in a nikunja at the 
banks of Shri Yamuna ji Kishori Shri Radha took incarnation. Bliss 
and happiness flowed everywhere. The happiness of the cowherds and 
the gopis knew no bounds. The residents of Vrishbhanupur ran to each 
other in elation to share this happy news. The auspicious instruments 
began playing everywhere and 

3#T I 

arfcT Tuft W-'ER flTft TOT tiTFfr II 

Aha! On hearing that Shri Radha has appeared, the maidens 
of Braj were swept with exhilaration and started shouting victory 
slogans. 

^RRT # WT-WWR I 

srrir 11 

?pr *pT cl ^RT % ttt^t I 

yefi 4 )hi TiftT ^i< II 

f^RW flRRT wt, ^ 31%, IR I 

TTRRR? «jtfr fl^-^lR II 

The site of the appearance of Shri Radha is famous as Rawal. 
Even today a temple at the ha nks of Yamuna ji is flying the flag of its 
history. Shri Radha appeared in the home of her maternal grandparents 
and then She arrived in Vrishbhanupur. 

One more story related to the appearance of Shri Shri 
Vrishbhanunandini based on the experiences of many Vaishnava saints 
and goswamis is famous. In the palace of Shriji in Vrishbhanupur, 
appearance day is celebrated according to this tradition. 

Shri Vrishbhanu ji arrived at the Vrishbhanu sarowar on the 
eighth day of the month of Bhadra, just like he used to every day. 
There he saw a girl child floating in the lake on a lotus flower near a 
drooping tree of a dense nikunja. She was Shri Vrishbhanunandini 
Shri Radha. 

There is no doubt about the truth of this as well, due to the 
difference of kalpanta (end of a kalpa or an aeon equal to 1000 yugas). 
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lifter ! SRcTT Tfm^TtSWf: 

f^pd ^RT #: W ^r: II 

(#fRW) 










THE OTHER NEIGHBOURING SITES 

1. Sakaraya 

2. Neemagaon 

3. Konai gram 

4. Kunjera gram 

5. Surya Kund 

6. Jasondi (Jasomati) 

7. Basonti (Basati) 

8. Mukharai 

9. Tosha gram 

10. Jakhin gaon 

11. Adeeng gaon 

12. Paintha 

13. Bachchha gaon 

14. Gantholi 

15. Toad Ko Ghanon 


The sites other than the ones mentioned 
above like Radha kund, Govardhan, Parasauli, 
Yamunavato, Anyora, Punchhari, Shyam Dhak, 
Jatipura and Sakhi-sthala gram have already 
come in the description of Shri Giriraj ji and 
therefore not covered seperately. 
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TT^RTTTtFiTST: ^TsrKft ! cR^ftS^T PT 'NddH I 

Trsnf^Rtw^pr, 

TTHTT: ^RT«RWRi; TT?T W. II 1 

(«ftwt) 

Oh! This sweet noise of festivities, the startling sound of 
exhilarated cheers in between, the sound of loud victory slogans 
sometimes, the feet of devotees dancing in exuberance and exultation, 
all these are indicating to the presence of a very special place. Lo! 
The collective mass of smooth, shining dark and pale boulders, 
Shri Giriraj ji is before us. The thick dense trees surrounding the 
fourteen miles long boundary of Shri Giriraj ji can be seen. He is 
full of trees surrounded by vines and climbers and inhabited by wild 
animals. Somewhere the herds of deer with a look of yearning are 
wandering here and there. Wonder what the gaze of the cows and the 
calves doused in love, are searching for? Somewhere there is a crazed 
peacock standing on his tiptoes, wonder who he is looking for? 

Yes-yes! Everybody is getting stirred by a wave of sweet sound 
coming from their precious darling Giriwardhari. See, the cuckoo just 
cooed and the papiha has started repeating “Pee kahan.” From the 
branches of the Kadamba tree, sounds of the chirping of the birds were 
heard. Nearby a herd of wild deer in the grove of dark Tamal trees are 
looking innocently with wide opened eyes. Far away somewhere, the 
flute has resounded. Lo! The dense alley nearby has started resonating 
with the tinkling sound of the anklets. On receiving the invitation 
of their beloved, these Braj damsels in colourful ornaments and 
dresses have arrived at the secluded blissful foothills of Shri Giriraj 
ji. The chiming sound of their anklets while they are searching for 


1.0 slim waisted Radhei! Move away from the eyes of Shri Krishna who is holding 
Shri Gowardhan as this Gowardhan can fall down from His hand because He is 
attached to your face. May the sound of long deep breaths, on listening to these words 
of the gopis preventing Shri Radha, released by Shri Krishna indicative of the labour 
of holding the mountain, protect you. This means just as a weak person after a little 
labour starts taking deep breaths, similarly as soon as Ahladini Shakti Shri Radha 
moved away from His sight, Shri Krishna also started taking deep breaths. 
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Him is resonating from many solitary thickets of Shri Giriraj ji. In 
these moments of search, noticing His sakhis unbearably restless 
and impatient, from a nearby dense grove, a laughter reproaching a 
thousand veenas was heard. Following this sound of laughter in the 
same dense grove, the bells of the anklets fell silent. 

Shri Krishna with His beloved Shri Radha and His own forms, 
the Braj maidens come to the foot hills of Giriraj ji every day. Shri 
Giriraj ji is the witness to the solitary and secluded sports and pastimes 
of Braj maidens. He is not only the witness but also the creator of it. 
He is the chief amongst the devotees of Shri Hari. Shri Krishna is 
saying Himself- 

(^jtWTTWT 10/24/35) 

The Lord has revealed this mammoth form in order to inspire 
faith in His intimate devotees. By saying ‘I am myself Giriraj,’ and 
taking the responsibility of protecting His intimate devotees Himself, 
He is strengthening their dependence and reliance on Him. 

Shri Krishna comes here with His sakhas every day to graze the 
cattle. They get absorbed in various games and the cows graze nearby. 
Deceiving His sakhas, sometimes Kanhaiya, adept at loving, leaves 
from there unnoticed and goes over to where the Braj maidens are 
waiting for Him anxiously and creates a romp and revelry of rasa- ranga. 

The dark and pale boulders here, the water falls, the silence 
of the dense caves and the rocks covered with new grass, blissful 
nikunjas decorated with colourful flowers and surrounded by beautiful 
creepers. Oh! Every Leela site is alive. All the six seasons reside here. 
According to the wishes of the Priyatam, Vrindadevi gathers all the 
equipments and as per the requirement of the Leela, a delectable 
environment gets created by itself. The intimately private site of 
divine sports and enjoyment becomes blissful with rasa-ranga. 

Shri Chaturbhujdas ji saw this form of the Leela site. He became 
overwhelmed with bliss, his happiness started swelling. He saw the 
devotional and the divine form of these smooth and silky rocks and 
he sang- 

¥^T DlR<M TT# I 

^ #R\T?r SRT cUT 3FFT vITt II 

^tt ^ ^ i 

*#TrT ^ ’5T3T WHlTT II 
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The rasa flows during the cattle grazing with the sakhas in 
the daytime and during solitary vihar with the sakhis at nights and 
during group rasa vilas. Soaked in these rasa particles, these caves 
receive unreserved happiness. Looking at the unparalleled splendour 
and beauty here, even the Kamdev and Rati feel embarrassed and 
ashamed. The beauty permeating the entire nature becomes blessed 
by absorbing the rasa particles of this very place. And why shouldn’t 
it be? This place is becoming beautiful with the lustre of the divine 
bodies of Shri Krishna, Shri Radha and their sakhis. 

The foot hills of Shri Giriraj j i has been the main place of sadhana 
of the Ashtachhap poets. Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharyaji 
and Goswami Vithalnath ji blessed this place by staying here. The 
poignant and rasa filled account of the experiences of the Ashtachhap 
poets is a subject matter of practical experience only. 

Nandanandan has come to Shri Giriraj ji for grazing. On the 
top of the mountain while the cows are grazing, the Lord is engaged 
in playing various games with His sakhas. After playing so much, the 
tender bodied Kanhaiya has become hungry. He is calling out to His 
sakhas to come nearer. “O! Brother Subal, Shridama, please come 
and bring the cows also, they can rest here a little bit. O! Friends, you 
all come here now. O! Brothers, it is getting late, we should have 
our meals now as we haven’t had much to eat except a little yogurt 
since morning.” Shri Krishna sits on a rock and starts eating with His 
friends. Sometimes the Lord snatching a bite from Shridama’s food, 
starts eating it and then gives the leftover to Shridama in his mouth 
to eat. He picks up a few sweets and offers them to Madhumangal 
and once he eats them, the Lord snatches the leftovers and starts 
eating Himself. The sound ‘Give me, give me’ for butter and yogurt 
is reverberating everywhere. Witnessing this pastime of merrymaking 
and amusement Parmanand das ji started singing- 

PlT< TT ■'HpS Pttttsr ^ I 
3 ^r 3# sfor m Aft ^ 11 

gpf 3 pt wr 1 

flTRFF? tfe ftlvlpT AT SffapT eFTrf ^ 11 

On one hand the sakhas becoming intoxicated with joy in 
the company of their Kanhaiya started dancing, on the other hand, 
Shyam Sundar appeared in His eternal adolescent form before the 
Braj damsels and started asking for butter and yogurt. Declaring 
Shri Giriraj ji as His property, He is demanding toll in the form of 
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butter and yogurt. Sometimes these Braj maidens readily agree to His 
demand and drown in bliss by doing so. Sometimes the demand turns 
into a quarrel steeped in love, creating a prelude for far sweeter rasa. 
One such milkmaid upon being asked for toll gathers her courage and 
reprimanding the Lord says, “You consider Giriraj ji as your property 
Kanhaiya and that is why you always ask for toll from us. You say that 
you belong to an eminent family, but wandering in the forests grazing 
the cows is not something done by the people of eminence. You do not 
have any ornaments on you, so on what basis you want to be called 
noble.” And after rebuking with the words, 

FH4 vlcbfddl as she raised her eyes and looked at Shri Krishna, 

she became His forever and ever. She became lost in some sweet wave 
of rasa of her beloved. 

By presenting a delightful depiction to the readers, from the 
many experiences of the great saint Shri Bhaktimati Usha ji, I would 
like to make their faith steady- 

“Priya and Priyatam are standing atop Giriraj ji in a special 
stance and looking at something. They are slowly getting absorbed 
while looking. The wind flirting with the clothes of the motionless 
Yugal Shri is feeling proud at its fortune. In an effort to conceal 
Herself from the teasing looks of the Priyatam, Shri Kishori ji is 
pulling the blue border of Her sari in order to form a veil. Priyatam has 
understood. He is humming sweetly and softly and bending Himself 
a little He looks at Priya ji. Priya ji pulls Her blue sari even more. 
Priyatam also bends further to look at her. Priyaji keeps pulling the 
border of the sari until it completely slips over. The ocean of beauty 
gets revealed. The two moons rising together started enhancing the 
beauty of that place.” 

(Gratefully from Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorva Shri Bhaktimati Usha ji) 

Memories of many Leelas, sweet tales of rasa vilas, complaints 
steeped in that rasa and the solutions to those complaints and the 
various ways of solving them are resonating in every site of Shri 
Giriraj ji. 

Shri Gowardhan hill, the crest jewel of Shri Vrindavan is 
not different from Shri Krishna. Braj Bhoomi, Shri Giriraj ji and 
Yamuna ji soaked and nourished by the divine touch of the Lord, have 
maintained their existence like before even today. 

Shri Giriraj ji is that very same Giriraj where the keli vilas and 
the rasa vihar of Priya-Priyatam, Shyama-Shyam has been flowing 
on one pretext or the other-it is flowing even today. There is no 
beginning and no end to this flow. This vihar is visible and manifest. 
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The experiences of many great ones have become the cause of the 
direct vision of the Lord . 

“It is beyond the capacity of words (written or spoken) to 
describe the love steeped glory of Shri Giriraj ji, the beautiful and 
enchanting place of divine pastimes. This is the same sacred site where 
Shyam Sundar engages in various sports with His beloved Priyatama. 
This is the same pious site revered by the sages where drunk with 
love, amongst His beloveds, the Madan Vilasi, Manmohan Chitchor, 

Chatur Shiromani.” 

* * * 

This Giriraj, who was held by Shri Krishna on His little finger 
for seven days to protect the Brajwasis, is extremely fortunate. The 
embodiment of love, Shringar Rasa Raj Shri Krishna is extremely 
delicate. He is getting bent due to the weight of His flute. That same 
Shri Krishna in order to protect His intimate devotees held Shri Giriraj 
ji and made him worshipable. 

% eptft # W # ^pnr I 

PdP PHI S'd'Jl’l ^ fat, TT iKyh WIT II 

Tft fafar w wf, t wr wtr i 
fafaR ^ wfMt *r i ii 

TTFlfa ^ffaclT *PI ITT fafa # WF I 

tpr facRTi Phi 3 ffr ^tf 11 

As described in the Puranas, Shri Giriraj ji is diminishing little 
by little every day. Despite this, fourteen miles long in the present, 
Giriraj ji is worshipable and venerable to all the devotees. The blue 
and bright rocks, surrounding dense trees, many kunds and lakes are 
attracting devotees even today. Such blue and bright colour, such 
smoothness and softness like that of the rocks of Giriraj ji are rare to 
find in any other mountain rocks. There are many caves in Giriraj ji. 
In various places the foot prints of Shri Krishna from the time of His 
incarnation are present. 

Shri Giriraj ji is Brajwasi’s own deity. He fulfills their wishes 
easily. Many devoted bhaktas regularly circumambulate Shri Giriraj ji 
on every full moon day and no moon day. In the foothills many saints 
and sadhakas are engaged in worship and penance. 

Significance 

Shri Giriraj ji is blessed as Shri Krishna continuously lives here. 
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fWd Tra^rr ?>ft: i 

y'HKIct ^eMi^un^ || 

In the nikunjas of Giriraj ji Shri Krishna engages in vihar with 
Shri Radhika everyday. By doing the darshan of and devotedly serving 
such Giriraj ji and upon His happiness nothing remains unattainable. 

!P3T ^ jfHidl «pT: I 

( <JO) 

Lord Shri Krishna in the form of Shri Gowardhan, lifted 
Gowardhan hill at this place and protected the Brajwasis from the 
catastrophic rains sent by the furious Indra, the king of demigods. 

TTWfJT #£[ W*EETT 

^T: ?R f^TRT faW ZTEF^TRf^ I 

E WTTT ^ 

i#rafr sheer: 11 

(bfo rto) 

In the caves of that Giriraj ji, where the skillful Shri Krishna 
drank the nectar of the lips of Shri Vrishbhanu Nandini with the cups 
of His eyes and despite being offered food etc appropriate to the time 
by Shri Lalita sakhi, did not even notice the passing of many days and 
nights, that same Shri Gowardhan ji adorned with jewels is looking 
radiant and splendid even today. 

ftfE E% ^ ftlET 

e# eteret eee I, eeek i 

rim 

^rsnfWd^i^ fWit Tfr^r: tor?; 11 

cufo rto) 

O! Dear friend! I forgot my ball at home, please get it and O! 
Devprastha can you please get my dear flute from the Pushpa sarowar 
and O Subal! Can you go to the forest to get Bahama ji. Deceiving 
His friends in this manner, the hill that Shri Krishna goes to, in order 
to meet His beloved Shri Radhika ji, let that same meeting place (Shri 
Giriraj ji) attain victory. 

Just the touch of Shri Giriraj ji is enough to destroy the sins 
of many births. Even if a brahma rakshas (Brahmin who becomes 
a demon after death) touches Giriraj ji suddenly and involuntarily, 
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he gets liberated and attains a divine body. As Shri Giriraj ji is Shri 
Krishna Himself, the merit that is received by touching the Lord 
Himself or by having His darshan is gained by touching Shri Giriraj 
ji or having his darshan. 

^ R: II 

d<Mlcfj d*dA'Hl^l<?l I 

9T*lftr ^^Hir^TRr II 

(3TTO JfTO <TO) 

If a person in spite of being a killer of a deva (respectable 
person). Brahmin or a man or in spite of being a smuggler, touches the 
idol of Giriraj ji anywhere with or without reverence even once, he 
attains his ishta and goes to Vaikuntha loka at his death. 

The One who is wearing pitambar on His waist which is putting 
the lustre of lightening to shame, the One who is wearing necklaces 
of jewels and pearls and the garland of five different coloured flowers 
on the chest and the One who is beautifully bent at three places and is 
playing the sweet flute held in His hand. Behold! That Shri Krishna, 
the beloved of Shri Radhika, on top of Shri Gowardhan hill looking 
beautiful and resplendent. 

It is impossible to describe completely, even in thousands of 
yugas, the greatness of the caves of Shri Gowardhan, where the Abode 
of keli vilas vaibhav, the Ocean of nectar of sweetness Shri Radha- 
Madhav, being served by their sakhis, becoming rasa intoxicated in 
the dance of Ras are receiving joy and delight in a special way. 

TOT SJcTT =F S] T: | 

HIM.g'l TRTtf>) 

In the early hours of the morning, on top of Shri Gowardhan, 
where Shri Krishnachandra smiling faintly with His left arm around 
the shoulder of Shri Radhika and looking at the red colour of the east, 
starts smiling again, such Shri Giriraj ji is my ishta. 


Appearance 


RTcftTRT: WRl TFrTTPT: II 













Braj 


Bhoomi Mohini 


t%F wm w g«r ii 1 

rfFT ^Tf^cTT 3/9/43-45) 

After he heard about the greatness of Shri Giriraj from Shri 
Narad ji, King Bahulashwa expressed his curiosity to hear about the 
incident of the appearance of Giriraj ji. Shri Narad ji who is called, 
the heart of Lord Krishna, said that first of all, the gigantic Shri Sheish 
Nag ji appeared. In his lap appeared, the most revered Supreme Loka 
Goloka, after attaining which the devotees do not return to this material 
world. Similarly as per the wish of the Lord, from the left part of His 
body appeared His own Ahladini Shakti incarnate Shri Radha ji. From 
the two arms of Shri Radha ji appeared Shri Lalita and Vishakha and 
from every pore of Her body manifested many sakhis and sahacharis. 
There itself, Shri Krishna entered the Ras mandal with His beloved 
Shri Radha and Her bodily manifestations, the sakhis. 

The sweet sound of the anklets was resonating there. The 
courtyard was resplendent with beautiful gemstones. Because of the 
shower of nectar, the beauty and splendour had multiplied. The breeze 
rich with the fragrance of malati, juhi and other flowers was blowing. 
In such an atmosphere Shri Radha filled with tender thoughts spoke 
solemnly to Manoj Mohan (the one who allures Cupid) Shri Krishna, 
“Please manifest a private and beautiful place suitable for Ras adjacent 
to a divine nikunja, at the ha nks of Yamuna in Vrindavan, O! My 
beloved, this alone is my wish.” 

Shri Narad ji says, the Lord said ‘so be it’ and while meditating 
on a solitary place suitable for Leela, He looked at His heart with His 
lotus eyes. A condensed brilliant light, like the personification of love 
in the form of a sprout, appeared from His heart in the presence of 
gopis. Falling in the land of rasa it grew in the shape of a mountain. 
The entire divine mountain was full of jewels and minerals. The 
beautiful waterfalls and the caves were adding to its beauty. Birds 
were chirping on the Kadamba, Bakul, Mandar, Kunda and other trees 
that were growing abundantly on that exquisite mountain. The learned 

1. (This sakshat giriwara has been brought to the Braj Mandal by Shri Krishna.) This 
superior mountain having a shyam lustre due to the vines and kunjas growing on it, 
is shyam like the clouds and very dear to the demigods. Shri Gowardhan took birth 
from the womb of the wife of Dronachal in the middle of Shalmali Island situated in 
the west of India. Maharshi Pulastya brought it to the Braj Mandal. Videharaj! I have 
already told you about the arrival of Gowardhan. 
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scholars have called this very mountain, Shata Shringi Parwat. 

In this way, this Giriraj ji has come to Braj mandal inspired by 
Lord Krishna. Giriraj ji contains all the tirthas. Surrounded by groves 
of creepers and beautiful with dark rocks, Shri Giriraj ji is dear even 
to demigods. 

Shri Giriraj ji has come to Braj only for the devotees. Shri Hari 
Himself is present in the form of Shri Giriraj ji Maharaj. 

Shri Soordas ji is saying - 

3tlf4<4l<L hP<1<P <0*1 I 


Arrival in Braj 


<il<4 ^-nsdMifWd 

f dfrMl *4^#! I 

$fciP^i4 uddi sjftrnr ^ 

+<l^l4 tf faWT 

4tf|cT: I 


(R-^O 2/2/38-41) 


Once sage Pulastya ji while travelling came to Shalmali 
island and was very happy to have darshan of Shri Giriraj, son of 
Dronachala. Dronachala ji after respectfully welcoming Shri Pulastya 
ji asked him about the purpose of his visit. Shri Pulastya ji said, ‘O 
Drona! You are great amongst the mountains and worshipped by all 
demigods. You have different kinds of divine medicines growing on 
you. I have come to you with a request from Kashi where I live. Please 
give me your son Gowardhan. The city of Vishveshwar, Kashi has a 
great significance. Even if a sinner dies there, he gets liberated. Shri 


1. Lord Shri Hari is going to perform the Dan Leela and Man Leela here, therefore I 
should not go anywhere from here, as this land is holy, sacred Shri Yamuna is here. 
Lord Shri Krishna along with Shri Radhika will incarnate right here from Goloka. I 
will become blessed by their great darshan. Thinking in such a way, Shri Gowardhan 
increased his weight on the palm of the sage. The sage became tired. As he did not 
remember the vow of Shri Gowardhan, He put the mountain down on the ground in 
Braj Mandal. 
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Vishveshwar himself is virdjmdn there. Kashi has no mountain. I want 
to install Gowardhan there.’ 

Although the thought of separation from his son saddened 
Drona ji, but out of respect for the guest, he told sage Pulastya that he 
will convey the sage’s intent to Gowardhan. 

After hearing the complete account from Drona ji, Shri Giriraj 
ji asked sage Shri Pulastya that since he is eight yojan long, five yojan 
wide and two yojan high, how was the sage going to carry him. 

Upon hearing this and then thinking about his yogic powers, 
Shri Pulastya ji spoke delightedly, “O son! Please become virdjmdn 
on my palm and come happily with me.” 

Gowardhan ji said, “Alright but if you put me down on the 
ground anywhere because of my weight then I shall not go further 
from there. This is my vow.” 

Shri Pulastya ji agreed and started for the great city Kashi after 
seating Shri Gowardhan ji on his palm with the help of his yogic 
power. Eventually they arrived in Braj. 

Shri Gowardhan, thinking about the incarnation of Lord Shri 
Krishna and His Leelas of Dan, Man with gopis and His sports with 
his friends, made a resolve that he will never leave the Braj Bhoomi 
situated at the banks of Yamunaji, so he gradually started increasing 
his weight. Sage Shri Pulastya got tired and placed Shri Giriraj ji on 
the ground in Braj. After finishing his daily rites, when he decided to 
proceed from there, he tried to lift Shri Giriraj ji with the power of his 
yoga, but he couldn’t. The sage prayed to Shri Gowardhan ji to find out 
the reason. Shri Gowardhan ji reminded the sage about his vow and 
then paid obeisance to him. Remembering this, the sage was stunned. 
His lips started quivering in anger and cursing Shri Gowardhan ji 1 
he said, “You have created an obstacle in the fulfillment of my wish, 
therefore from today you will start diminishing little by little every 
day.” After that the sage left for Kashi. 

Thenceforth, Shri Gowardhan ji is diminishing every day. The 
form of Shri Giriraj ji that is visible today is different from what it was 
fifty or hundred years ago. 

Note - 1.Bharat is a country predominated by Dharma. Here gods and goddesses are 
worshipped on all the occasions. Our Shri Ganga- Yamuna are present in the form 
of rivers and also virajman as personified goddesses. Where Shri Tulsi maharani is 
seen as a plant, she is also a goddess with a body dressed in white clothes. The 
incident of Himachal parwat and Maina ji is famous in the world. Therefore the 
incident of the birth of Shri Gowardhan as the son of Dronachal is completely logical. 
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Apart from this, there is another incident that is famous based 
on the Adi Varaha Puran. This is related to Shri Ramawatar in Treta 
yuga. We are presenting it below. 

During the time of setubandha, on the orders of Shri Ram 
ji, Hanuman ji was bringing Shri Giriraj ji by carrying him on his 
shoulder. When he was flying over Braj , Hanuman ji heard the voice 
from the heaven, “Setubandha has been completed.” 

Upon hearing this, Shri Hanuman ji put Shri Gowardhan ji 
down right then and there. 

Shri Giriraj ji said to Hanuman ji, “You have deprived me from 
getting the dust particles of the feet of the Lord which is not befitting 
of you at all.” 

Hanuman ji asked for forgiveness and then said to Shri 
Gowardhan ji, “When Shri Krishna will repudiate the worship of 
Devaraj Indra, Indra will get infuriated and will send devastating rains 
on Braj. Lord Krishna will lift you on His little finger and hold you for 
a week to protect the Brajwasi. So please wait for such a time.” 

Understanding the disappointment of Giriwar who was brought 
for service, Shri Ramchandra ji reassured him and said, “All mountains 
brought for setubandha have been liberated by the touch of My feet. 
Since Gowardhan hill has been deprived this time, I will make him 
the best amongst the devotees of Hari by giving him the touch of 
all the parts of my body during various Leela vilas, cow grazing and 
exclusive Ras vilas with the gopis in Dwapar.” 

And that’s what happened. During Krishna incarnation, Shri 
Giriraj ji was called ‘Shri Hari das vary a" (best amongst the devotees 
of Shri Hari). Even today, like Shri Krishna, he also is the goal of the 
devotees. In Kaliyuga Shri Giriraj ji is the fulfiller of all the wishes 
like a Kalpa vriksha. Shri Krishna accepting him as His other form 
has called Giriraj ji ‘ Vrihadvapuh ‘ (huge or a large body). 

Tirtha Sites 

Let us now enjoy the significance of the various tirtha sites of 
Giriraj ji- 

Shri Shri Radha Kund ( Arita Gram ) 

RR: 5>«I<RIR|RFT II 


(TRTF <JO) 
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O! Shri Radha and Shri Krishna kunds, the two of you are 
capable of destroying all kinds of sins and of giving liberation in the 
form of attainment of Shri Hari. Obeisance to you. 

The greatness of these two kunds is described in Puranas. 
The great ones, who presented the tradition of the knowledge of 
the sages and saints before us in a new form, have been Shriman 
Nimbarkacharya ji, Shri Ramanujacharya ji, Shri Vishnu Swami 
and Shri Madhawacharya ji. Their thoughts and feelings were 
simplified and made intelligible and presented before us by Shri 
Harivyasadevacharya ji, Shri Ramanand Ji, Shri Vallabhacharya ji and 
Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji. 

The two kunds have been revealing and making their nitya 
(eternal) and prakat (manifest) forms known to the Acharyas and the 
devotees. Those that are nitya have remained imperceptible to the 
common people, but they have always remained manifest to the great 
saints and the devotees and have remained the cause of Leela enjoyment. 

Shri Nimbarkacharya ji made his disciple Shri Niwasacharya 
ji aware of the greatness of this kund and instructed him to recite 
a particular stotra (hymn) regularly at the bank of Shri Radha kund 
which would gain him the total grace of Shri Radha- Krishna. And this 
happened as well. We are giving a part of the stotra below- 


^TPT M(l 



^ flsRT II 


Let the name of Shri Radhika be at the tip of my tongue, the 
form of Shri Radha before my eyes, the glory of Shri Radhika in my 
ears and let Her emotion and virtues flash in my heart. 

Those devotees who steep their daily lives in contemplation of 
the Leela routine of Priya-Priyatam, how can they remain deprived 
of it. 

Greatness and the Significance of the Two Kunds 

W 7M ftm fasoff: cR*TT: 3?^ ftpj W I 
fawikcM-THwim II 

(tRyr wn 

The way Shri Radha ji is most dear to Shri Krishna amongst all 
the gopis so is the dear kund of Shri Radha ji extremely dear to Him. 
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(3TT0 ^TO tjo) 

The merit that is gained on performing a Rajasuya or 
Ashwamedh Yagy’a, is gained simply by bathing in Arista Kund (Shri 
Krishna Kund) and Shri Radha Kund. There should be no debate about it. 


TT£lleh u s ftPT I 
FI|HF^RT cTT ^TTcFT ftRf: II 
flfr ydl^ui^ n 


(TTR Wt) 

Shri Hari’s favourite, the beautiful Radha Kund, is located in 
the foothills of Gowardhan hill. Those devotees who bathe here on 
the eighth day of the dark fortnight of the month of Kartika (oct-nov) 
attain the devotion of Shri Radhakundvihari Shri Hari. 


frrtwt w nsrnpf 1 
farr 11 

(TTU Wt) 

On the day of Kartika Deepawali all universes are seen in Shri 
Radha kund by the Vaishnavas who are devoted to Vishnu. 

x|cH^d: 11 
I 

RArTTr: TTTfl-FrarMR: ?TRTII 

Shri Radha kund and Shri Shyam kund filled with beautiful 
water and surrounded on four sides with excellent ghats drawn with 
pictures made of gems and jewels are looking extremely beautiful. 
The flock of khanjan birds is dancing on the lotus flowers in the 
kunds. By bathing in these kunds and by staying near their banks and 
by performing charities here, all worldly sufferings are destroyed. 


The Appearance of the Two Kunds 

There are proofs in Puranas regarding the appearance of the two 
kunds. Shri Jeeva Goswamipad has given the following account related 
to the killing of Aristasur and appearance of the kunds in Gopalchampu. 

After many of his demons were killed, Kansa grew more 
worried. He called his trusted aides Aristasur and Keshi demon and 
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once again made an unsuccessful attempt to kill Shri Krishna. 

Aristasur entered Gokul in the form of a bull. He looked like a giant 
mountain on the move. Lord Krishna uprooted his horns and killed him. 

Tlftl+lrJkb) HfadlfllfM'kKI I 

3TW % II’ 

(9TST f^TRT) 

When Aristasur died, many cowherds accused Shri Krishna of 
killing a bull due to which even Shri Radha and the sakhis had to stay 
away from the Lord. 

When the demigods could not even see the swiftness of the 
speed with which Shri Krishna killed Vrishasur who had come during 
the spring time Ras Leela, then how could they fathom the exertion 
involved in killing him. Aristasur who had come as an obstacle was 
killed by Shri Krishna. The force of the Lord had not subsided. Shri 
Krishna struck the ground with his heel splitting it as a result. This site 
became a tirtha capable of giving righteousness, desires and liberation 
and became famous as Shri Shyam kund or Shri Krishna kund. 

Shri Krishna took a bath with sakhas in this and gave a lot of 
donations afterwards which made the Brajwasi Brahmins very happy. 

There a site appropriate for Ras was already ready. During the 
time of union, the rows of Braj maidens in colourful flowing clothes 
were looking beautiful. It seemed as though they were the victory 
flags of Kamdev. 

Shri Krishna after calming down a little, pointed at the Shyam 
kund created by Him and said to Priya ji jokingly, “Dear! This lake of 
mine called Shyam kund like an ocean uniting with Shri Giriraj ji, is 
producing a variety of lotus flowers. The way I am the destroyer of the 
sinner Aristasur, similarly this kund also is the destroyer of extreme 
sins and sufferings. Thus by doing a virtuous act of creating this lake, 
I have attained the satisfaction but dear! You have not done any such 
skillful act of merit then how will you be counted amongst the people 
of virtues.” 

The sakhis laughed and taking the side of Kishori ji said, 
“The sin of killing the bull was incurred by you. So if you made the 
atonement for it that is only fair.” 

Shri Krishna spoke jokingly, “The bull was against righteousness 
and the cows. Since Priya ji always favours righteousness, this sin 
applies to Her. Any sin committed by the subject is incurred by the 
ruler. Your Kishori ji is the ruler of Vrindavan and I am Her subject.” 

In the following morning of that night of spring Ras Vilas, Shri 
Radha ji who was worshipped by countless sakhis, who are nourished 
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and sustained by Her, created a kund with Her bangle. With every one 
looking, it became filled with water. 

The giver of devotion and all kinds of happiness, this enchanting 
Shri Radha kund became joyful with the fragrance of the extreme 
happiness of Priya and Priyatam. 

All the tirthas manifested and entered Shri Krishna kund in 
person. Since the water of Shri Krishna kund flowed into Shri Radha 
kund, it brought all the tirthas with it and now they reside in Shri 
Radha kund also. 

Shri Radha and Shri Krishna Kund in Goloka Dham 

Eternally manifest Shri Krishna and Shri Radha kund are the 
tirthas of not just the Prakat Leela, they on the contrary are related to 
the Nitya Leela. In fact the place of manifestation of these two kunds 
is Goloka Dham, the eternal abode of Priya and Priyatam. 

Priya-Priyatam are virajman with their dear sakhis in the 
beautiful nikunja of Goloka Dham. The pleasant breeze carrying the 
soft fragrance of malati, ketaki, juhi, mallika, kunda, mandar and other 
flowers is blowing gently. The parrots, mynahs, peacocks and other 
birds are making the atmosphere blissful with their sweet sounds. The 
flocks of black bees following the fragrant breeze, looking bewildered 
can be seen here and there. The foothills of Shatashringa hill and the 
proximity of Viraja, it is beauty beyond imagination. 

Shri Radha- Krishna are seated. Some sakhis are fanning them, 
some are waving the chamvar (a whisk made of the tail of Yak which 
is waved over the head of a deity). The atmosphere is resonating with 
the sounds of various musical instruments. Suddenly, Shri Krishna 
becoming Shri Radha bhav bhavit starts thinking of Himself as Shri Radha. 

Controlled by the accomplishment of Her intents and wills, Shri 
Radha also becomes Shri Krishna bhav bhavit. Tears start flowing 
from Her eyes incessantly. 

Seeing the state of mind of their beloved mistress, the attentive 
and alert sakhis tried their best to console Shri Radha. Gaining some 
consciousness Shri Radhika started saying “Oh! Shri Krishna is 
always treacherous like this. He has probably gone to the nikunja of 
Viraja but I cannot stay alive without Him.” 

Seeing the state of Shri Radha one sakhi went to Shri Krishna 
and said, “O Priyatam! In your separation our Mistress and friend Shri 
Radha is becoming extremely distraught. The only way to console her 
is by having You go near Her.” 
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In the meantime a voice from the heaven was heard. 

“O Krishna! You are grieving in vain. Repeat the nine lettered 
mantra of Shri Radha. Bound by the mantra She will come to you 
Herself.” 

That is what happened. Shri Radha came over to Shri Krishna 
with Her sakhis. Despite going near Shri Krishna, Shri Radha kept 
Her eyes lowered due to man. Shri Krishna said, 

“O Darling! I am your offender. I am your servant. You can 
punish me if you want. I have caused you pain which was definitely 
not right. O Beloved! Even I felt very distressed. In this state of 
separation, these two kunds made from your tears and my tears can 
be seen. O! Manini! The kund filled with your tears will be known as 
Shri Radha kund and the one filled with my tears will be famous as 
Shri Krishna kund. We will engage in water sports here.” 




^piT5P¥ RlWd II 

«lld II 

'ddStPlfl foUMlfo I 

ftifewnftT ^nnw 4 Wi rr ii 

CHUR 3t%7Tt 6/34-36) 


On being made to understand by the sakhi, Shri Radha forego 
Her man but the state of being absorbed in each other’s mood remained. 

In this way Priya and Priyatam with their sakhis came to Shri 
Radha kund for a bath. There the Yugal took bath first in Shri Radha 
kund filled with the tears of Radha ji and then again in Shri Krishna 
kund filled with the tears of Shri Krishna. After that Shri Krishna 
absorbed in the mood of Radha attained His own form and Shri Radha 
absorbed in the mood of Shri Krishna attained Her form. All the 
sakhis witnessed this spectacle. 


9f5Wl ^ || 


Hirdhikil <?r i 





RtJcRRTRRt I 


Wl: II 


(Wt Rfktt 7/57-59) 
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These two kunds of Goloka Dham incarnated in Vrindavan 
during the Prakat Leela. 

Revelation By Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 

snftz tttt snftr f?r 11 

snftt TrfT HjeM* I 

tflT ^ffT WK WfFT *T II 



During his tour of Braj, singing and dancing, Shri Shri 
Mahaprabhu gained consciousness upon reaching Arita Gram. There 
he inquired about Shri Radha Kund from the locals. Nobody could tell 
anything. Even the accompanying Brahmins who were guiding His 
way were unaware of it. 

Mahaprabhu experienced it and looked at the two paddy fields 
nearby. He took achaman (sipping water from palm of the right hand 
as a ritual purification) from there and put the dust particles of that 
place on his head. 

From the story above, one thing is clear that Arita Gram was 
already famous from before. After killing Aristasur, the kund that was 
created by Shri Krishna was also called Arista kund. The description 
of Arista kund has been there from before. The common people 
definitely remained unaware of it but for the Acharyas, the always 
manifest Leela site has remained a medium of Leela experience from 
before. 

The two kunds that incarnated in Prakat Leela had almost 
disappeared with time. Shri Vajranabha ji with the help of great sage 
Shandilya established these tirthas in the form of kunds but they were 
lost again with time. They were then revealed by Shri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu ji. 

The question arises that on the instructions of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhuji, Shri Bhugarbha Goswami and other goswamis had 
identified and manifested many lost tirthas of Braj, then what was 
the reason that only this site remained unmanifest. There is only 
one answer to this, that since the site is extremely profound in rasa 
and extremely intimate and private, it remained hidden from the 
accessibility of their minds. When Chaitanya Mahaprabhu came to 
Braj himself, intoxicated in the love of the Lord, only then these kunds 
were revealed. 
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Prayer To Shri Raghunath Das ji 

*T: ^ddlvA ^15^^11 

JfWI'W'-f <f«>lftd I 

VU^I 3 4 lMd<'R1ei ^f^TeFTTfW^ II 

The one who is always established in samadhi on the north side 
of Shri Radha kund, the one who engages in worship and prayers 
taking only about 156 gms of butter milk in the entire day, due to whose 
wish alone inspired by a divine incident, Shri Radha and Shri Krishna 
kund were restored, the one who had the Gopa well constructed on 
the east side of Shri Krishna kund, to that Sri Raghunath ji I pay my 
obeisance again and again. 

Goswami Raghunathdas ji’s Acceptance to Start Living in a Hut 

Shri Raghunathdas ji used to live under the trees in the forest. 
He used to be in a trance twenty four hours. Shri Sanatan Goswami 
ji came to Shri Radha kund once. He went to the Manas Pawan Ghat 
for a bath. There from far he saw that Shri Raghunath ji was absorbed 
in meditation and a tiger had come close to drink the water. After 
drinking the water, the tiger went past Shri Raghunath ji. 

When Shri Das Goswami came back to consciousness, he saw 
Shri Sanatan ji standing before him so he bowed to him effacingly. 
Shri Sanatan ji narrated the entire incident to him and insisted that he 
live in a hut in future. 

IfRT IpJ ^ I t I 

<iU«ll4U 3TT5TT Rcl II 

mo jo) 

Shri Raghunath ji agreed to live in a hut as per the order of Shri 
Sanatan ji for the benefit of the other sadhakas. 

The Improvement and Restoration of the Two Kunds 

Shri Raghunath ji, disciple of Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji, 
used to live near Arita Gram, at the ha nk of Shri Radha kund which 
was revealed by Mahaprabhu ji. Shri Radha and Shri Krishna kund 
had almost disappeared and turned into two paddy fields known as 
Kari and Peeri in the local vernacular. They contained some water. 
But there was no well containing sweet water in the neighbourhood. 
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Shri Raghunathji would use the water of these fields for bathing etc. 
One day while doing worship and prayers, a thought came to his mind, 
“If these kunds remained filled with water, how nice would it be.” 
Later when he remembered his wish, he felt repentant. 

An incident took place as destiny would have it. A rich person 
went to Shri Badrinarayana ji for darshan. He offered a lot of gold 
coins there. The Lord graced the devoted rich person that night in the 
dream and ordered him to take the money that he had offered to His 
devotee Shri Raghunath ji who lived in Arita village near Gowardhan 
Hill and said that if Raghunathji refuses to accept the money, then 
remind him about his wish and tell him the whole story. 

That devoted rich merchant came to Arita gram and narrated the 
whole incident to Shri Raghunath das ji who was stunned. Realizing 
that it was the wish of the Lord, he praised the merchant generously 
and said that he had Lord’s special grace. Instructions were given to 
dig the two kunds. 

Shri Radha kund was dug. When Shri Krishna kund was being 
dug, there were five Pipal trees on its northern side. It was decided to 
cut them the next morning. That night in the dream Shri Yudhishthir 
ji appeared and said to Shripad Raghunathji, “We five Pandavas are 
living in the form of these five trees and doing penance to receive the 
Braj raja (dust particles). Please don’t cut us. In due course of time we 
will dry up ourselves.” 

In the morning Shri Raghunath ji went to the site and saw the 
five trees just like in the dream. He was awestruck by the trueness 
of the dream and ordered not to cut the trees. The work of digging 
was completed. Even today one can see that Shri Krishna kund is not 
square in shape like Shri Radha kund. The north side of Shri Krishna 
kund is not even straight. 

Kund Dwaya (The Two Kunds) Leela site 

pTgTcI HI # TRrfr 

TRfrT Trai'^TH'd'Isrqt II 1 

(Sfr TtSTPP 0 ^ TTW) 

l.That Shri Radha Kund which is filled with enchanting water fragrant with the 
fragrance of lotus, where the Yugal Shri Radha-Krishna along with the love filled 
sakhis, always engage in rasa ranga vihar intoxicated in love, let that enchanting 
Shri Radha-kund be my shelter. 
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The Radha kund extremely dear to Priya and Priyatam is filled 
with divine rasa. The water of the kund is getting fragrant with 
the fragrance of the lotus. Or maybe the keli of the Yugal itself has 
transformed into this kund. The kund is fragrant with the fragrance of 
the bodies of Priya and Priyatam. With their sole beloved sakhis, Shri 
Radha Krishna are always absorbed in vihar vilas here. 

The composer of Vrindavan Mahimamrita says that Shri Radha 
kund assists and contributes in the divine rasa filled keli of Shri 
Yugal. During the water sports it is getting fragrant with the smells 
of sandalwood, saffron, musk that is applied on their bodies and also 
getting coloured with the colours of pictures painted on their bodies. 

tot, 

TOTHJTOirr WTO-TOcf/flHl' Mtr; I 

to: ii 1 

P%TmTcT 5/11) 

Ah how divine! How sweet! How beautiful is this Shri Radha 
kund. Its stairs are adorned with gems and jewels. Its ghats are 
decorated with drawings and paintings. Seated here Priyatam plays 
the flute, His eternal companion, calling upon the Braj maidens and 
gets absorbed in various sports with them. 

TOTTO Trf^TTT- 

yuj^r*H TOTOTO PdHlwi4K- 

TO RTTO5 Oflli^Hdl RTTO: II 

<T° RO 5/13) 

Ah! The crest jewel of Shri Giriraj ji, its greatest gem, is this 
very Shri Radha kund. Look! Look its sides are shinning with the 
light of the glittering earrings that began swaying when the thrilled 
Man Mohan moved His head in a fit of rapture. Worshipped by the 
rays of light, how enchanting is the beauty of this divine kund. Sitting 
at its bank, the beautiful Kishore taking the sweet flute in His hand 
and transmitting the sweet nectar of His lips to it, extols its supremely 
intoxicating qualities. The kund that is extremely dear to that very 
Madhav Whose body is thrilled, Whose eyes are like lotus, Who is the 

1. I bow to that divine Radha Kund which is becoming extremely wonderful getting 
endowed with the infinite madhur keli skills of Shri Radhika. Aho! Which is very 
bright, extremely fragrant and is very dear to the Vrindavanadheeshwari Shri Radhika 
who is intoxicated with madhur keli, yes, I bow to that very divine Radha Kund. 
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beloved of the beloved Shri Radha, this is that very Shri Radha kund . 

Ah! How amazing is the form of Radha Sarowar? Has the 
beauty of Shri Krishna, the bewitcher of the three worlds, taken the 
form of the kund or has the love of Shri Radha personified in the form 
of the kund or is their divine sport becoming victorious. In this way 
remaining uncertain and receiving immense happiness, the love filled 
sakhis of Shri Radha keep wandering here and there. Obeisance to 
that Shri Radha and Shri Krishna kunds that are venerable to all. 





% Tjfcr: II 

The kund in whose kunjas, surrounded by Vrinda and other 
sakhis, happy Shri Radha and Gokul Nagar Shri Krishna with their 
hands around each other’s neck, keep sporting, the kund located in 
Shri Vrindavan adorned with enchanting stairs and ornamented with 
the Yugal keli, let that Shri kund be my gati (shelter, recourse, fate) always. 

Tirtha Description 
Shri Krishna Kund, Manas Pawan Ghat 

^IiRh+I I 

Tmrfr^KiT rfrt ii 1 

(Tfro #o 7/114) 

Shri Radha bathes at this ghat everyday. Shri Priya ji has a 
special fondness for this kunja. Just like Shri Krishna this kunja is 
very dear to Shri Radha ji. 

In the north of Shri Radha kund there is a kunja called 
Madhumangalanandada which has been adopted by Shri Lalita ji. 
Different kind of paintings has been drawn in it. In the north east quarter 
is the Ujjwalanandada kunja of Ujjwal sakha. This has been adopted by 
Shri Vishakha ji. Likewise there are kunjas of Arjun and other sakhas. 

Jihwa Temple 

Nearby a rock is worshipped, venerated as the tongue of Shri 
Giriraj ji. It is famous as Jihwa Temple. 


1. In the northwest comer of Shri Shyam Kund the Subalanandada kunja of Subal 
sakha is virajman. Shri Radha considers it as Her own. The tirtha virajman here is 
called Manas Pawan. 
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Shri Radhavallabha Ghat 

After arriving in Vrindavan Shri Hitharivansh ji Maharaj did 
not go anywhere else. The attraction of Shri Radha kund brought him 
to the kund site. When he came here, he seated himself at this ghat 
only. Nowadays in Shri Radhavallabha temple here, the idols of Shri 
Priya-Priyatam are virajman. 

Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji’s Baithak 

dHIvR II 

mo jo) 

There is a Tamal tree on the right side of the path of 
circumambulation. When Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu came to 
Braj, he stayed and rested here. How Shri Radha kund was revealed 
by him has already been narrated. 

Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya’s Baithak 

On the Vallabha ghat under a Brahmachhoker tree there is a 
baithak of Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji. Acharya pad 
stayed here for a month and performed a week long recitation of 
Shrimad Bhagwat. 

Nearby is the baithak of Gosain Shri Vithalnath ji. 

Vajra Kund 

PpcJTl f I 

=l'*l u l PnWcl II 

The way the sitting of the son in the lap of his father is joyful, 
similarly Shri Vajra kund built by Shri Vajranabha in the lap of Shri 
Shyam kund ji is looking beautiful. 

There are many temples around Shyam kund. Shri Bankebihari 
ji, Shri Madanmohanji, Shri Radhamadhav ji, Shri Sitanath ji etc are 
worth seeing. 

Shri Lalita Kund 
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On the left side of the path of circumambulation of Shri Shyam 
kund there is a huge kund of Shri Lalita ji. The way Shri Lalita ji is 
very dear to Shri Shyam Sundar, the same way this kund is dear to 
Him. 

Just by touching the water of this kund, all sins are destroyed 
and exclusive and intense love and attachment at the feet of Priya- 
Priyatam is attained. 

This is the place of penance of Shri Shri Niwasacharya 
ji, the principal disciple of Shri Shri Nimbarkacharya ji. This is 
where Shri Niwasacharya ji composed ‘Vedanta Kaustubhabhasya,’ 
‘Laghustavaraj’ and other scriptures. 

Shri Lalita Vihari ji 

This temple is situated above the kund and is the place of 
Nimbarkees. 


Shri Shri Radha Kund 


crrmr 



^ fax|KU|| 
Tfl IFT fToTRT: TFT f^TST f^R'^rfcT I 


(^ro y >) 

Near Shri Krishna kund, Shri Radhika ji suddenly embracing 
Shri Krishna, the doer of all actions, created this kund having Her name. 

Destroyer of all sins this tirtha is famous as Shri Radha kund. 
By bathing in Arista kund i.e. Shri Krishna kund and Shri Radha 
kund, the sins of killing a cow, a man or a Brahmin are all destroyed 
quickly and the person without doubt gains the merit of Ashwamedh 
and Rajasuya yagya. 


Ashta Sakhi Kunja 

TTfrlRII 
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viP-h^i: II 

?#T: ^d'kld 

<K$di % ii 1 

(Tfto ^rro 7/26-27) 

The beauty of these kunjas is infinite. Different kinds of fragrant 
lotus flowers grow in them. Attracted by the enchanting natural beauty 
all around, Priya-Priyatam engage in blissful keli continuously. The 
resplendence of these kunjas can only be experienced. 

The main amongst these kunjas are the kunja of Shri Lalita ji 
called Shri Lalitada and the kunja of Shri Vishakha ji called Madan- 
Sukhad. The beauty of these kunjas is unparalleled. There are pillars 
studded with gems and jewels, stairs adorned with gems and jewels. 
Many beautiful and fragrant flowers are blooming. The three fold 
breeze is always blowing here. The Nature here is conscious. The 
sweet sound of the birds is making the solitary secluded place more 
enchanting and intoxicating. Sometimes Priyatam visits the nikunja of 
Shri Lalita ji and gives bliss to all with His rasa keli and rasa kautukas. 
Sometimes He rewards Shri Vishakha ji by going to her nikunja. 
Under the leadership of Vrinda devi, in all the nikunjas the atmosphere 
favourable to the Leela enters spontaneously and becomes pervasive. 

In whichever nikunja the Priyatam enters, all the six seasons 
arrive and become present there. The flowers making the already 
blissful atmosphere more and more intoxicating with their fragrance, 
bloom spontaneously. The chirping of the birds, the resonating sounds 
of parrots and mynahs, the whole environment favourable to the Leela 
becomes pervasive. 

Sometimes in the swing festival, the Pranayi Rijhawar becoming 
the garland himself (by putting His arms around the sakhis), sometimes 
the Yugal inventing many new sports to pick flowers, at the time of 
ball game strike each other lovingly with flower balls, somewhere in 
the dance, in the sound of the anklets, they sing in different notes and 
become mesmerised with rasa and get engaged in vihar with their 
beloved sakhis. 


1. Surrounding the Radha Kund and the Shyam Kund (connected with each other) 
bom from the lotus feet of Shri Krishna, from the north corner to the northwest corner 
there are eight kunjas of Shri Lalita, Vishakha, Chitra, Indulekha, Champaklata, 
Rangadevi, Sudevi and Tungavidya. In these Priya-Priyatam are always engaged in 
vilas vihar. All the sakhis keep them in order. 
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cRTTTFT: ^ I 

obHI^I +udfe.dl* TRjpqPldlrKKfldJI 


(Tfto #0 8/11) 


The radiant lotus eyed Shri Radha at the mere touch of the 
garland and the champak flower drowned in the rasa of nearness of 
beloved. Finding beloved so close to Her, She shivered and became 
thrilled and kept sitting there motionless. Was this emotionally helpless 
state of rasa due to overwhelming love or was Shri Radha convulsed 
by the waves of rasa, drowned in it and lost all consciousness. Who 
can say for how long this rasa absorption kept stirring Her rasa pining 
heart. All Her sakhis looking at this rasa state of Shri Radha fell silent, 
everybody was absorbed in the unconsciousness of a rasaful trance. 

In the east side of Shri Radha kund is the kunja called Chitrada. 
There are beautiful swings decorated in this kunja. In the south 
eastern quarter the kunja of Shri Indulekha ji called Pumendu Kunja 
is located. On the day of lull moon Priya-Priyatam become virajman 
here dressed in white clothes. Hema Kunja of Shri Champaklata ji is 
in the south. Proficient in cooking Shri Champaklata ji has set up a 
kitchen here where Priya and Priyatam have meals together. 

In the south west quarter, the dark black kunja of Shri Rangadevi 
ji called Manohar Kunja is located. In the west the Arun kunja of Shri 
Tungavidya ji is located. In the north-west quarter, the Harikunja of 
Shri Sudevi ji is famous for dice game. 


Lagamohan Sthan 

ftr dddPkl WTHT I 

^ AT: ftPlFiT: m II 

(fbo mo 3/21) 

In the east side of Shri Radha kund a little further away is 
Lagamohan Sthan and kund covered with Kadamba trees. During 
cattle grazing Shri Krishna comes here frequently to meet Priya ji. 


Ratna Vedi Peetha ( Shri Radha Kund Sangam Sthal) 

(fbo mo 3/22) 


Those who do darshan of Shri Ratna Vedi Padpeetha, the 
meeting place of Shri Shri Radha Madhav at the confluence of Shri 
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Radha and Shri Shyam Kund and give donations after bathing in both 
the kunds they certainly attain the love of the Yugal. 

Shri Radha Krishna Temple 

sir'll *TrfrqT I 

^ ^TPpi II 

(3TTO JTTO <TO) 

After bathing in Shri Radha and Shri Krishna kund and having 
darshan of Shri Kundeshwar Mahadev and thereafter worshipping 
Shri Radha and Krishna, all the wishes of the person are fulfilled. 

It is said that the same idol of Yugal is virajman here nowadays 
whose service had been entrusted to Baba Gopaldas Jatadhari by 
Goswami Shri Vithalnath ji. The local Goswamis are continuing the 
service even today. 

Other Places 

The temple and ghat of Janhavi devi, wife of ShrimanNityanand 
ji, the samadhi of Shri Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami, temple of 
Shriman Nityanand ji, temple of Mahaprabhu ji, Shri Vrishbhanu 
kund (where Vrishbhanu ji stayed during the Giriraj worship) are 
worth seeing. 

Malyahari Kund 

This kund is situated in the west of Shri Radha kund. While 
sitting in the Madhavi kunja Shri Radha Rani had braided a necklace 
of pearls. The delightful experience of Shri Raghunath Goswamipad 
related to this wonderful Leela is as follows. 

All Brajwasis gathered at Shri Gowardhan ji to celebrate 
the festival of Deepawali. They were dressed and ornamented 
in various ways. The Braj maidens dressed in colourful dresses and 
ornaments sat on a platform near the Malyahari kund and started 
stringing a pearl necklace for Kishori Shri Radha. Shri Krishna’s 
dear parrot Vichakshan went and told Him everything. Shri Krishna 
became restless to savour the sweetness of the beauty of Shri Radhika. 
Shri Krishna went there and asked for some pearls from the sakhis. 

Adept at making ever new rasa plans, Shri Kishori and Her 
Sakhis refused to give the pearls. 

Shri Krishna pleaded again for the pearls for His swan and 
the two cows. When He was refused several times for the sake of a 
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rasaful pastime, Shri Krishna went to Shri Yashoda maiya and got 
some pearls from her. He then planted the pearls in Yamuna ji. Soon 
they germinated and grew into pearl vines with beautiful pearls all 
over them. 

Everybody was astonished. Shri Krishna showed this miracle 
to maiya Yashoda. 

Slowly this news spread everywhere. When the gopis heard 
this, they were astounded and asked Shri Krishna for some pearls. 
At first Shri Krishna refused but after several requests He agreed to 
give the pearls on one condition. The eminent devotee Soordas ji has 
spoken about that condition in a delightful way- 

% ft ^PT SPT-SPT I 

vIM +jrbM< ftR T|Tf epf || 

t ifeHT rift iPT ftT fTFpFT WT ) 

ws ftrafl - frc arf^- ttt wt 11 

'•'Kl'* # ^ # I 

fPPT %ft ftrftTT TftT ^ 3PT 3PHT ept II 
WT WHT "l+V* RT% Rftt Tp^-R^T I 

'Jllsi’l 3HT TTcTRT *Tf SHFT II 

Shri Radhakanta Temple (Kusum Sarowar) 

On the way back from Shri Radha kund this temple adorned 
with grand lofts is built by Shri Balwant Rao Maiya Sahib. The idol of 
Shri Radhakanta Thakur ji is enchanting. 

This has been a home to many dispassionate ascetics since a 
long time. The neighbouring deserted area is the vihar site of Priya- 
Priyatam. 

Kusum Sarowar (Darshan of Uddhav ji) 

II 1 

(^TTTT'HMNd Ulfllc«l 2/30) 
Beautiful buildings peeping through the dense trees, the dense 


1. The collective chanting of the names of Shri Krishna has started at Kusum Sarowar 
located near Shri Gowardhan within the border of Shri Vrindavan, which is the site 
of vihar of the sakhis. 
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foliage in their courtyards are giving an impression of some divine 
place and ambience. Lo! A large kund in the front adorned with 
beautiful stairs is suffusing all with its secluded and rasaful ambience. 
Uddhav ji always remains virajman here in the form of a leaf or a vine. 
The great grandson of Shri Krishna, Shri Vajranabha ji, after receiving 
the direct grace of Shri Uddhav ji in person, organised a month long 
Shrimad Bhagwat recitation and made the queens of Dwaraka achieve 
the darshan of Shri Krishnachandra. 

This is Kusum vana. After picking various flowers from here 
the sakhis with Shri Radha ji go to Surya kund to worship the Sun. 
Just by bathing here Shri Narad ji had attained the body of a 

gopi. 


Context 


W rTRft TTPUt ll 

W T ^ SR II 1 

WTcRT 2/9) 


After Shri Krishna concealed His Prakat Leela, the queens of 
Dwaraka were deeply distraught by the separation of the Lord and 
came to Braj. They told about their state of mind to Shri Kalindi ji. In 
reply Shri Kalindi ji said, “1 have the entitlement to being the servant 
of Shri Radha so the separation of Shri Krishna does not touch me. 
You also do the same. When Shri Krishna went away to Mathura with 
Akroor ji, all the gopis were distressed. Shri Uddhav ji had given them 
the solution. He alone will give you yours. Shri Uddhav lives near the 
Gowardhan hill with a desire to receive the dust particles of the feet of 
the gopis. Go there with Shri Vajranabha ji and sing the names of the 
Lord. Uddhav ji will appear and give you the solution.” 

The queens of Dwaraka did as they were told. Shri Uddhav 
appeared from the cluster of creepers and shrubs. Everywhere the 
euphoric sounds of ‘Gopijana Vallabha’ started resonating. After 
regaining some consciousness, everybody welcomed Shri Uddhav ji. 

He told them that they were blessed and were full of love and 
devotion to Shri Krishna. That is why the Lord instructed Shri Arjun 
to ask them to come and live in Braj. You are sixteen thousand queens. 
The total brilliance of Shri Krishna itself has divided into one thousand 


1. Sister Kalindi! The way we all are the wives of Shri Krishna, His beloveds, so are 
you. We are burning in the fire of His separation. Our hearts are distraught with the 
pain of separation. But you are not feeling any such dearth. What is the reason for 
this? Kalyani! Please tell us something. 
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parts. That is why the division of sixteen parts has taken place. 

‘The place of Shri Vajranabha ji is at the feet of Shri Krishna. 
As you have forgotten your own nature because of Yogamaya, you are 
experiencing grief and pain. This pain cannot be relieved without the 
revelation of Shri Krishna. 

In the final part of Dwapar yuga of twenty eighth chaturyuga of 
Vaivaswat manvantar, when the Lord will remove His maya Himself, 
it will be possible to have His darshan but this will happen after 
some time. The other way is ‘Shri Shrimad Bhagwat’ which is the 
Vangamaya Shrivigraha Swaroop (word form) of Shri Krishna. I also 
live here only because of the grace of the Lord. 

Addressing Shri Parikshit ji and others, Shri Uddhav ji recited 
Shri Shrimad Bhagwat and said that only Parikshit ji will be able to 
restrain Kali. 

Replying to the query of Shri Parikshit ji, Shri Uddhav ji said 
that Shri Shukadev ji will recite the whole Shrimad Bhagwat for him 
and after that he will attain the eternal abode of Shri Krishna. 

Shri Parikshit ji went away for the conquest of the world and 
Shri Vajranabha ji along with his mothers stayed back at Kusum 
Sarowar and listened to Shrimad Bhagwat for a month. 

They started seeing some light of Shri Krishna. Lo! The Lord 
has appeared. Shri Vajranabha ji clearly saw his place at the feet of 
the Lord. The mothers were also delighted to see their respective 
positions. 

All of them entered the Nitya Leela. After attaining the nitya 
siddha deha they entered the nikunjas of Shri Giriraj ji and Shri 
Vrindavan. 

At the bank of Kusum Sarowar there is a bush of Ashoka vine 
where Priya-Priyatam engage in vihar in the middle of the night. This 
whole area is called Kusum vana. 

Shri Vrishbhanunandini Shri Radha comes here daily to pick 
flowers and gets blissfully absorbed in vihar with Shri Krishna. 

Many saints live here amongst the leaves and vines in sanctified 
bodies. On the western side of the kund is the samadhi of Shri 
Narayana Swami. 

Shri Narayana Swami 

Swami ji was born in Rawalpindi. Since childhood he had faith 
in devout people. After hearing about the greatness of Vrindavan, 
he came here. He started living a detached life full of austerity and 
forbearance. His deep and intense love at the feet of Shri Radha 
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Madhav kept growing. He used to say openly with unflinching 
conviction that for a sadhaka it is possible to meditate on the Akhanda 
Brahmajyoti (God in the form of light), only until he has not had a 
glimpse of the sweet form of Nandanandan. Once he beholds the form 
of Shyam Sundar, he becomes His and only His. 

The world of the lovers is strange. Whereas on one hand they 
are absorbed in the thought of beloved’s happiness, on the other hand 
due to excess love and humility, they are also forced to make love 
filled accusations. Shri Narayana Swami once said very naturally in 
the moments of separation. 

RpfT I 

fo tpiW t TlffopT frRrT follit II 
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He used to wander in a state of ecstasy. He had devout faith 
in Ras, Ras Vihari Viharini. It is said that when his daughter used to 
perform Ras, Shri Krishna used to appear Himself and engage in vihar 
with her. 

He entered the Nitya Leela in samvat 1957 at Kusum Sarowar. 

Right here behind Kusum Sarowar is Shri Uddhav kund and 
nearby Shri Uddhav ji lives amongst creepers and leaves. 

Shri Narad Kund 

In front of the Kusum Sarowar across the road, canopied by 
dense trees, a beautiful secluded place is famous as Shri Narad kund. 
Shri Narad ji did his penance here and attained the siddha gopi deha here. 

Context 

The experience of Nitya and Prakat Leela of Shri Krishna is not 
easily available to everybody. The darshan of Ras and vihar with His 
own forms, the Braj maidens is possible only for those devotees who 
are absorbed in the bhav of a sakhi. Shri Krishna is the only man there 
and the rest are all His beloved Braj maidens. Shri Narad ji who is 
called the heart of Shri Krishna, even he was able to see the Ras only 
after attaining the gopi deha. In the same way Lord Shiva assuming 
the form of a gopi lives in Vrindavan as Gopeshwar even today. 

When Narad ji asked Shri Mahadevji the way to attain the gopi 
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deha, expressing His inability he told Shri Narad ji to find out from 
Shri Vrinda Devi as without her grace nobody can become entitled to Ras. 

In between Shri Gowardhan and Shri Radha Kund, in a place 
near Kusum Sarowar Shri Narad ji started his penance with the Gopal 
mantra that he received from Shri Brahma ji to attain raga marg gopi 
bhav. As the result of the penance, an extremely strong desire for the 
darshan of madhur Leela of Shri Krishna with gopis arose in him. 

He prayed to Vanadevi. Vanadevi told him since he was a sage, 
his admission in the Leela was not going to be easy. For that a gopi 
deha is required. Saying this Vanadevi left the desire of Leela darshan 
of Shri Narad ji unfulfilled. 

When asked for the way to attain gopi bhav, Shri Kusumadevi 
told Narad ji to take a bath in Kusum Sarowar. 

As soon as Shri Narad ji took a dip in Kusum Sarowar with the 
desire for gopi deha, he attained a beautiful gopi deha. Shri Vanadevi 
gave him admission in the Leela of Shri Radha Govind. After receiving 
this great fortune, Shri Narad ji became content and blessed. His place 
of penance is famous as Shri Narad kund even today. 

Shyam Kuti 

Shyam Kuti is in the midst of dense trees near Kusum Sarowar. 
The surrounding dense trees and quiet atmosphere convulses the mind 
with the memories of Shri Krishna Leela. Here when Shri Krishna 
entered the nikunja in shyam (dark) clothes, shyam ornaments 
and shyam coloured musk anointment even the sakhis could not 
recognise Him. 

There is also a kund here called Ratna kund. There is a rock 
called Vadini Shila, beating which a melodious sound is produced. 
Nearby are the foot prints of Shri Kris hn a. 

Ratnasinhasan 

The Ras vilas is always in motion in the foothills of Shri Giriraj 
ji. During the days of spring season Priya-Priyatam come and become 
virajman here. This place is near Shyam Kuti. 

Shri Gopal Kund (Gwal Pokhara) 

On the way to Gowardhan ji from Kusum Sarowar, Shri Gopal 
kund is situated on the right side amidst thick dense trees. The solitude 
and the silence of this place is worth experiencing. 

During cow grazing, Shri Krishna comes here at noon to rest. 
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Giving a shape to the interesting experiences of many saints, repeating 
the story of mutual snatching and grabbing of Shri Krishna and His 
sakhas this Gopal kund is famous as Gwal Pokhara. 

Shri Krishna came here with Subal, Madhumangal and other 
sakhas once. Mutual joking and bantering kept taking place. 

Noticing something tied in a piece of cloth that was with 
Madhumangal, Shri Balrama ji asked him, ‘’Madhumangal what is 
this?” Madhumangal said embarrassingly that it was something that 
he had received from the Brajwasis at Suryakund. Shri Balrama ji said, 
“Why don’t you distribute it amongst the sakhas.” The group of sakhas 
was waiting for just this. In spite of being forbidden by Madhumangal, 
on getting the signal from Shri Balrama ji, they snatched the little bag 
from Madhumangal and started eating from it. Meanwhile the clothes 
of Madhumangal became disheveled. 

He became annoyed but being the devout sakha of Shri Krishna 
he calmed down immediately after being consoled by the Lord. 

Holding such rasa filled stories in its womb, this site continues 
to feel proud even today. 

Sant Niwas 

On the way to Gowardhan ji from Kusum Sarowar, this place 
of Shree sect is on the right side. This is an excellent place for the 
service of saints, sages, guests and those who circumambulate Giriraj 
ji. Everybody is provided with food and facilities as needed without 
any discrimination. 

Shri K. P. Ramanujadas ji, the founder of this place is very 
generous and devoted to the ascetics. 

Shri Hari Gokul Tirtha 

This place is near Gwal Pokhara. Shri Nandarai ji had stayed 
here along with his aides. 

Kilol Kund 

Kilol kund is situated to the east of Shri Hari Gokul Tirtha. Just 
like its name, this kund is the witness and the creator of the various 
kelis of Priya-Priyatam and a symbol of pampering and indulgence. 
Even today the chiiping sound of the birds at this kund situated amidst 
the thick Kadamba trees is very pleasing to the ears. 

There is darshan of Shri Kilol Bihariji. It is a place ofNimbarks. 
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Gowardhan Gram 

This is situated at about thirteen miles from Mathura. Nowadays 
it has become a famous and a prime place of interest. There are several 
tirthas in its vicinity. 

Gowardhan is a very ancient religious site of Braj. Here the 
main attraction is Shri Giriraj hill which is venerable from the time 
of Shri Krishna. Previously a stream of Shri Yamuna ji used to flow 
through the foothills of Shri Giriraj ji. That stream can be seen many 
times during the rainy season. 

Equally attractive and venerable to all the sects, this place is of 
great significance even today. 

Manasi Ganga 

FTIW TTFRBTfrqf I 

3T5T^ sftsbTii f¥ WT: II 

(3TTO ^TO) 

After bathing in Manasi Ganga in Shri Gowardhan and having 
darshan of Shri Haridev ji and after circumambulating the Annakoot 
Kshetra, which sin of a person will remain? 

The Context of Manifestation 

After killing Vrishabhasur when Shri Krishna met Shri Kishori 
ji and other Braj maidens then for the sake of a pastime and for the 
manifestation of the tirtha they said, “O Shyam Sundar ! The penance 
for the sin is compulsory for you”. To absolve Himself of the sin 
of killing a bull the Lord manifested Manasi Ganga from His mind 
(manas) which is full of milk, pious and capable of destroying all sins. 

In a different incident, once all cowherds began preparations 
to go for a holy dip in Ganga. They rested at this very place, for the 
night. Showing that all the tirthas live in Braj, Shri Krishna said to 
Shri Nandarai ji and other cowherds, “When all the tirthas live in Braj, 
why are you thinking of going out of Braj to bathe.” They did not pay 
attention to Him thinking He was just a child. 

With all the relatives looking, Kanhaiya summoned Shri Ganga 
ji in His mind. Shri Gangaji the destroyer of all sins manifested in 
person before all of them. Everybody took a bath. It was the day of 
Deepawali. Everybody offered lighted lamps. In the form of the eyes 
of Shri Giriraj ji, this Manasi Ganga, is the destroyer of all sins and 
sufferings. Offering of lighted lamps is especially significant here. 
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Even today, sometimes many miraculous incidents occur at Shri 
Manasi Ganga. Many old aged Vaishnavas who have witnessed them 
are still alive. During the days of Annakoot a stream of milk comes 
out of the crown every year and flows through the middle of Manasi 
Ganga till the very end which is perceptible even to the common man 
for many hours. This year also many devotees saw this stream of milk. 


Nauka Leela in Manasi Ganga 


One day Shri Krishna and His beloved Kishori Shri Radha 
became eager to engage in water sport. The ways of the rasa keli 
of these infatuated lovers fond of constant novelty are always new. 
Nauka (boat) vihar started. 





(WcinPhi 


Shri Krishna becoming a boatman is rowing the boat. Looking 
at the constantly renewing and refreshing beauty of Shri Radha, Shri 
Krishna jokingly started rowing the boat faster and faster. Priya ji 
became frightened. She was sitting a little far earlier but now She 
came closer and sat down next to Priyatam. Priyatam very cleverly 
made the boat rock. Getting extremely terrified Priya ji clung to Her 
Priyatam who is the remover of all fears. Priyatam had already been 
floating in the waves of the ocean of love and rasa. Who can describe 
that rasa keli. Those who beheld that form full of rasa, they also 
drowned in rasa. 

Shri Gangaji, the eternal witness to the exclusive moments of 
this rasa dan-pan (give and take of rasa) is the destroyer of all the 
defects of the heart and the giver of devotion to Shri Krishna. 


Shri Hardev ji 


% flR: II 


(T^O 40) 


1. The mischievous boatman, Shri Madhav, after making rasa abounding Shri Radha 
sit in the boat, took it in the middle of the water that was surging with lofty waves. 
Frightened Shri Radha started begging and pleading in various ways and paid Her 
desired rent. The place where that very Manasi Ganga as the second form of the New 
Couple is flowing, who will not take the shelter of such Shri Giriraj? 
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O Hardev ji virajman in the form of seven years old! You 
are holding Sri Giriraj ji and you are the protector of all cowherds, 
obeisance to you. 

The Gowardhandhari form of Shri Krishna is virajman here as 
Hardev ji. 

Even during the attacks of Yavans, this idol remained here. The 
idol of Shri Hardev ji appeared from Bilchhu Kund. It is said that a 
saint called Shri Keshavacharya used to live in Gowardhan. In a dream 
he was told to reveal the idol of the Lord from a particular place. Next 
day Shri Acharya ji went to Bilchhu Kund with many Brajwasis. Once 
the idol appeared, nobody was able to move it. After getting a signal 
from the idol itself, Shri Acharya ji carried it and installed it in the 
temple. Until today the service of Shri Haridev ji is being carried out 
by the descendants of Acharya ji. 

Brahma Kund 



TTtT: WfrTf II 


(3m° to) 

O Tirtha created by Brahmaji and others! O pure and the site of 
the religious ablutions of Shri Krishna! O Kaiwalyanatha! You are the 
giver of liberation even to the demigods. 

Here Brahmaji and other demigods had presented themselves 
before Shri Krishna. Brahmaji had performed the religious ablutions 
of Shri Krishna as per the rules of Sam Veda for the fulfillment of 
all objectives. The place where the water of religious ablutions was 
collected came to be known as Brahma Kund. 

Any virtue done here, even mentally, bears fruit. 

Manasa Devi 

MI eWH'fl^'l MMTt I 

MT: gfrT fJTM II 

(=rro tjo) 

O Manasa Devi! Fulfiller of wishes, obeisance to you. O Devi! 
O Maha Devi! Giver of prosperity and fruit, obeisance to you. 

On the southern ha nk of Manasi Ganga, the temple of goddess 
is located. Very ancient regional goddess of Braj is virajman here. 
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Chakra Tirtha 

w #4 «hiIW i 

p=r 4 ^r faWdn, 11 

(^TO TJO) 

O Chakra Tirtha obeisance to you! You are marked with the 
chakra (disc) of Shri Krishna. O destroyer of all sins! O the site 
created by Shri Krishna, obeisance to you. 


Shri Chakreishwar Mahadev 


WWW *PT Rjft II 




O Chakreishwar Rudra! Obeisance to you. You have five faces. 
You are an idol of auspiciousness. You are for the protection of Braj 
Mandal. O the personified festivity of the cowherds, obeisance to you. 

Here the demigods established Shri Chakreishwar Mahadev, 
who is capable of fulfilling all wishes. 

The darshan of Shri Chakreishwar Mahadev is at the northern 
bank of Manasi Ganga. There is a famous hearsay - 

When the king of demigods Indra was flooding Braj with 
devastating torrential rains, all Brajwasis with their cows and other 
belongings seeking refuge of Shri Krishna went under Shri Giriraj 
ji safely. At that time the chakra or the discus of the Lord kept 
hovering over Shri Giriraj ji and kept absorbing the rain water with 
its fiercely intense heat. Since then, this place became famous as Shri 
Chakreishwar Tirtha. 

In Braj there are four famous idols of Mahadev ji. In Gowardhan 
ji he is virdjman as Chakreishwar Mahadev. On the night of Shiva 
chaturdashi, the festival here is worth experiencing. 


Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharyaji’s Baithak 

Shrimadacharya stayed here for a week and performed the 
recitation of Shrimad Bhagwat. It is believed that Mahadev ji used to 
listen to the recitation in his divine form. 

(84 Baithakan Ko Charitra) 
The eminent devotee Nandadas ji is called the chief of the 
seventh entrance (near Manasi Ganga) of Shri Giriraj ji. 

(84 Vaishnava Ki Varta- Bhav Prakash) 
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Shri Sanatan Goswami’s Prayer and Meditation Hut 

Shri Sanatan ji used to do the worship and prayers at a deserted 
place near Shri Chakreishwar Mahadev. The place was infected 
with mosquitoes which started disturbing his prayer and meditation. 
Feeling helpless he thought of leaving this place. Mahadev ji who 
gets easily pleased with His devotee came in the form of a Brahmin 
and gave darshan to Shri Sanatan ji. He asked Sanatan ji not to leave 
the place and assured him that the mosquitoes will not harass him 
anymore in future. And that’s what happened. Even today this miracle 
can be seen here. There might be lots of mosquitoes all around but 
Shri Chakreishwar is usually free of them. 

Shri Sanatan ji used to live here with forbearance. He used 
to circumambulate Shri Giriraj ji as a rule every day. Even after 
getting old he followed his practice of doing the fourteen miles 
long circumambulation although it was getting difficult. One day a 
supremely beautiful child came and said to him, “Baba! Now you are 
old. Stop going for circumambulation and just do your prayer and 
meditation here.” Shri Sanatan ji was committed to his practice so he 
continued circumambulating. 

One day that child came again and gave a rock of Shri Giriraj 
ji marked with His footprint to Shri Sanatanji and said, “Baba! 
Henceforth just circumambulate this rock, you will get the same 
merit of circumambulating Shri Giriraj ji.” When Kanhaiya revealed 
His form and made Sanatan ji aware of all this, Shri Sanatan ji was 
overwhelmed. His voice choked, eyes brimming with tears remained 
wide opened. He could not speak. Seeing the state of Sanatanji the 
Lord made him aware of Himself- 

f^wr f?rr srsrsfr 1 
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The darshan of this rock marked with the footprints of Shri 
Krishna can be done in Shri Radha Damodar temple in Shri Vrindavan 
even today. 

The samadhi of Siddha Shri Krishnadas Baba is nearby. 

Siddha Shri Krishnadas Baba 

The early life of Siddha Baba who got the people acquainted 
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with the method of contemplation on the Leelas of the gaudiya 
saints and sadhakas was spent in Jaipur and Nanda gram. There after 
experiencing the grace of Shri Radha Rani, he came to Chakreishwar 
and started living there. The keen desire to study the scriptures shook 
him. Realising his inability, he found his life hopeless. 

In such strange circumstances, the experience of Shri Sanatan 
Goswami and Shri Lalita ji gave him the support and removed all the 
obstacles. The scriptures and the Vaishnava literary works and books 
started flashing in his mind instinctively. 

Along with the Ashtakaleen Leela in the honour of the scriptures 
of the sect, he defined the Ashtakaleen Leela Smaran Paddhati (the 
method of twenty four contemplation and remembrance) of Priya- 
Priyatam and made it prevalent in the form of a ‘gutika\ manual or 
handbook). 

Many of his experiences of the grace of Priya-Priyatam have 
become a pillar of light for the sadhakas. 

Shri Laxminarayana Temple 



O Laxminarayana! Obeisance to you. You are virajman in 
Gowardhan in order to give happiness and bliss. O the personified 
festivity and celebration of the cowherds, obeisance to you. 

The seat of Shree sect is virajman near Shri Giriraj ji since 
the sixteenth century. The first Acharya of the seat was saint Shri 
Shathakopa. He composed ‘Sahasra Geeti Sara’ in which the rasaful 
depiction of Shri Giriraj ji has been made. 

Saint Shri Shathakopa 

Most of the Acharyas of Shri Ramanuja sect have been from 
South India and they continued living in that region only. In spite 
of this they had great attachment and love for Vrindavan and Shri 
Vrindavanvihari. 

Saint Shri Shathakopa has been an especially renowned Acharya 
of this sect. He used to live in Shri Giriraj ji. In his scripture ‘Sahasra 
Geeti Sara’ he has portrayed the Vrindavan Leela of Shri Krishna in 
details. At one place he has clearly mentioned that the result or the 
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fruit of remembering the name ‘Shrimannarayana is the causeless 
mercy of Shri Krishna, the admission in His Leela and the attainment 
of the Lord Himself. 

STFj dKtPcMM W. I 
IW-ffW W 'TFT ^TRFFT Sfa II 1 

(TFF fflfh FF 10/5/1) 

Profound love for Shri Krishna has remained one part of the life 
of the Acharyas. Despite being the worshipper of Shri Laxminarayana, 
saint Shri Shathakopa remained extremely dedicated to Shri Krishna. 

Indradhwaja Vedi 

Tirq- || 

CFO JO) 

This is located to the east of Gowardhan village. Shri Nandarai 
ji used to worship Indra at this place. Every year on the day of Indra 
dwadashi (twelfth day) in the month of Bhadra this worship is done. Later 
Shri Krishna arranged for the worship of Shri Gowardhan in place of the 
worship of Indra which will be narrated later in the topic of Govind Kund. 

Rinamochan and Papamochan Kunds 

These two kunds have almost disappeared. The condition of 
one of them is very miserable. The other has been filled and an office 
of electricity has been constructed on it. Close to these another kund 
called Dharma Rochana kund has also disappeared completely. Only 
a memorial stone is there in its place. 

Dan Ghati 

On the path of circumambulation from Gowardhan to Anyaur 
gram, this place is in the beginning itself. Even today this site is 
resonant with many rasaful conversations of Shri Krishna that took 
place on the pretext of dan. The enchanting rows of trees looking 
beautiful are repeating the stories of the past. 

When Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhuji arrived for the 
circumambulation of Shri Giriraj ji, he inquired about the context of 
dan etc. 


1. By continuously remembering Lord Shri Narayan, the love and devotion at the 
lotus feet of Shri Krishna happens easily and effortlessly, this is an absolute truth. 
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Nandanandan is best amongst the takers of dan. To fulfill the 
wish of the Braj maidens who are on their way to sell milk and yogurt, 
Nandanandan asks them for dan. 

To honour and to caress the feelings of these Braj maidens, he 
reviles and chides them in order to increase the rasa more and more. 
And these Braj maidens on the pretext of saying no actually wish to 
say only yes. How this delectable helplessness steeped in the dan of 
milk and yogurt transforms into colourful pastime and the madhur 
rasa gets flowing, it cannot be described in words. 

f I dRpdMfl A I dBl^t R?Rt, 

(fd^NpH) 

The custom of selling milk and curd has been prevalent in 
Braj since always. But one excuse of these Braj maidens to sell the 
milk and yogurt is to savour the sweetness of the beauty of Shyam 
Sundar, to savour the nectarful conversations with Him and to enjoy 
His nearness filled with colourful memories. Although they go out to 
sell milk and curd but their eyes in the search of Shri Krishna always 
remain restless. Enchanted by the spell of that Magician they return 
home many times with all the milk and yogurt as it is. The exclusive 
beloveds of that Magician of Love perform all actions only to give 
happiness to Him. 

They walk on the trails between the rows of dense trees of Shri 
Giriraj ji, in colourful dresses, with pots on their heads resonating the 

1. O Shriniwas! Here is the site called Dan ghati. Shri Krishna had demanded dan or 
toll from the gopikas here. At this very site Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu during his 
visit of Braj had asked the Brahmins accompanying him about the incidents of dan etc. 

2. At this very site Naveen Nagarraj Shri Krishna restless with curiosity because of 
the pastime of taking Dan, disguised as a toll collector surrounded by sakhas goes and 
stops Shri Radha surrounded by sakhis, on the pretence of taking milk etc for Madan 
mahipati, I pray to that Shri Krishna Vedi (Dan Ghati). 












SHRI GIRIRAJ- Chapter Three 


131 


paths and the alleys with the sounds of their ornaments. And these 
caves of Giriraj ji bide their time to be rewarded for their auspicious 
fortune. Upon hearing the tinkling sounds of the anklets how and 
when the Pranayi Rijhawar Rasikeindra Danveera jumping from the 
nearby rocks, blocks their way and starts demanding the dan, nobody 
comes to kn ow. So yes these maidens go out to sell milk and yogurt 
but instead, as the pots from the heads fall down, a slush of milk and 
yogurt is created. And in their way comes Nandanandan. 

^1 TFT “MIS TFT ^6% ff I 
r-lR'lci fWl II 

Just as the prelude for taking the dan was setup, the milkmaid 
started walking 

’Tift ^TFT I 

TfitT WT 'T ^TFT II 

This site suffused with the rasa flowing in the mysteries of dan 
and man and proud at its fortune is beautiful and blissful. 

31% W$ TFTt TpTft, %FFT I 
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Blessed are these Braj damsels and their Jeewan Sarvaswa Lord 
Shyam Sundar. 

Shyam Sundar comes and stands in their way sometimes and 
when this crowd carrying the milk and the yogurt comes through the 
narrow alleys of Giriraj then- 

3 %T TIFifr ! #- 

Fit 1 TTt F%T I 

He does not allow them to pass without giving the dan. 
Resonating with the fights of yes and no, the unusual ways of settling 
dan and clever utterances, the solitary sites and the dense alleys of 
Giriraj ji blessed with these incidents, are feeling proud at their fortune. 

This site of blissful keli mysteries is famous as Dan Ghati. 

Hathras Wala Laxminarayana Temple 

The Lord Vishnu and Laxmi ji are virajman here. In its courtyard 
one devotee of God, extremely dispassionate saint called Revered Pandit 
ji Maharaj remained engaged in worship and Leela contemplation. 
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Respected Pandit Gaya Prasad Ji 

It will not be an exaggeration to consider Pandit Gaya Prasad ji 
the foremost amongst those great ones who were completely detached 
from the world but at the same time completely attached to Priya- 
Priyatam. The form of supreme desirelessness and dispassion that 
remained the ornament of the life of Revered Pandit ji was unequalled. 
Such desirelessness, vigilance, idealism and affection will have to be 
called rare. 

Maharaj ji was bom on 15.11.1893 in Kalyanpur village of 
Khaga revenue district in Fatahapur district. From there due to some 
reason his father migrated to Hathras. The early life of Maharaj ji was 
spent there. He got married. A son and a daughter of Maharaj ji are 
still making this earth proud. He did service with honesty. When the 
owner of the factory moved the factory to Punjab, he asked Panditji 
to come with him but Panditji refused. He started teaching Shrimad 
Bhagwat. With meager means, he continued to raise his family in an 
ideal way. 

The renunciation and dispassion of Revered Shri Udiya Baba 
became his ideal. Living in the same way, he became engaged in the 
adoration and the remembrance of the Lord. Pandit ji Maharaj used 
to love Ras. Once he was absorbed in Ras. Shri Thakur Swaroop of 
the Karahala troupe gave him a signal by throwing a flower at him. 
Leaving young children at the mercy of God, he came to Vrindavan 
on foot. Standing on the other side of the Panighat just when he was 
thinking about entering Vrindavan, Shri Shyam Sundar enticed him 
with His alluring exquisite bent form. Pandit ji spent the rest of his 
life in Vrindavan. 

He lived in Shri Laxmi Narayana temple until the very last 
days of his life. He kept following the rules of circumambulation and 
madhukari till he was able to. He used to go to Vrindavan on foot. 
After doing darshan of Shri Guru Maharaj and Shri Bihari ji he used 
to come back. 

Once the Ras Swaroopas put on their crowns, he would consider 
them same as the Lord. He would make them sit in his lap and treat 
them like children with love and affection. He would feed them and 
feel very happy. 

Vatsalya remained his primary bhav. He would usually not 
discuss the Braj maidens and the sakhis. Bhaktimati Usha behen ji, 
whose rule was to go to Barsana on Radhashtami day (birthday of 
Shri Radha) via Giriraj ji, would definitely go for his darshan. On 
one such visit, in some context while describing the incarnation of 


SHRI GIRIRAJ- Chapter Three 


133 


Kishori ji, incarnations of ashta sakhis and other gopis and the nature 
and the form of the service of Shri Lalita, Vishakha etc in the vihar 
of the Yugal, Pandit ji became choked with emotions. When many 
people came to know about this, they were stunned. It was actually 
very strange. He had a feeling of great intimacy with revered Behen ji 
and her meeting with him was also a special coincidence. 1 Prompted 
by it this discussion sprang forth without his awareness. 

He would strongly emphasize to the sadhakas to remain vigilant 
about - obedience to sadguru, refuge of the great ones, being careful 
of the women, collecting or storing only the bare necessities, deep 
faith in the name of the Lord, self examination, silence, self restraint 
etc. He himself used to follow them very strictly and vigilantly. 

After the sakhshatkar of Shri Krishna he remained virajman in 
the foothills of Giriraj ji engrossed and absorbed. Revered Usha Behen 
ji asked him once, “Maharaj ji according to the scriptures and also 
endorsed by the saints it is said that those who take the refuge of Shri 
Giriraj ji, for them it becomes very easy to get the sakshat darshan of 
Shri Krishna. You have been living here for many years.” Revered 
Pandit ji gave a very precise and controlled reply self effacingly, “The 
saints have spoken the truth.” Humility and modesty had become his 
nature. 

He used to lay a lot of emphasis on total surrender and on the 
name of the Lord. He used to definitely give the following example 
on the subject of devoutness. There was a slave system earlier. Slaves 
used to be sold. Once someone bought a slave and brought him 
home. He asked the slave, “What is your name.” The slave replied, 
“Whatever you decide to keep.” He asked again, “What work will 
you do?” The slave said, “Whatever you say.” Maharaj ji used to say 
that this should be the form of surrender. 

In this way he continued leading his life totally absorbed in the 
Leela of Shyam Sundar. On the fourth day of the dark fortnight of the 
month of Bhadra, samvat 2051, he joined the Nitya Leela. 

Yamunavato 

This place is about one and a half mile away from Gowardhan. 
At some time, Yamuna ji used to flow here. This is why it is called 
Yamunavato. During floods even today a stream of Yamuna ji flows 


1. Please see the page 461 of the book, Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorwa Shri Bhaktimati Usha 
Behen ji. 
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from here. This is the birth place of Shri Kumbhandas ji and Shri 
Chaturbhujdas ji. They used to live here. 

‘Kumbhan talai’ and ‘Shyama Gaya Ki Baithak’ are the main 
attractions of this place. It is said that a Pipal tree under which 
Kumbhandas ji and Shrinathji used to meet often is still here. 

Parasauli (Chandra Sarowar) 

This place is about one and a half miles away from Gowardhan 
gram. In the Gowardhan region the description of this very place in 
the form of Ras site is found. According to the Vaishnava scriptures 
this site has also been accepted as the site of Maharas of the Saraswata 
kalpa. Shri Vallabhacharya had done pratyaksha darshan of Ras Leela 
here. Shri Gopaldas ji accepting the entire area near Chandra Sarowar 
to be the Ras site has addressed it as Adi Vrindavan. Describing the 
beauty of this place in a pada he is saying- 

‘All around there are dense nikunjas, where the vines and 
creepers offering the flowers as gifts and making the site fragrant have 
made the site fit for Ras. The bees are buzzing on the flowers. The 
golden vines taking the support of Tamal trees are looking beautiful. 
The sweet sound of many instruments is resonating listening to which 
the peacocks have gone crazy. In these rasa steeped nikunjas, Priya- 
Priyatam with their own forms the sakhis are drowning in Ras vilas.’ 

4>"4 R44 R^FFIT 3TfRT ATT I 

f^TST ?TR || 

The eminent devotee Soordas ji describing Adi Vrindavan in 
his scripture ‘Soor Saravali’ says. 

WT 3fjR *fjrf ejpjf vRTT te I 

?nrf ftnrf-ftrwR ^ n 

Every site of Braj is related to one or the other Leela of Shri 
Krishna. On one hand where Shri Giriraj ji is extremely suitable for 
cattle grazing on the other hand its caves are most befitting for solitary 
Ras vilas with Braj maidens. Parasauli, Chandra Sarowar gives all 
help in the creation of private rasa steeped Leelas of Shri Krishna. 
Nearby is the baithak of Shri Vallabhacharya ji. 

®TT| faRW «E a <§t R# RTT^t I 

RUT RW RRcT RT W I 
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W. ^fftl TJft&i ’TT^TT II 

(w=n=irH) 

Parasauli has been the Ras site in the foothills of Shri Giriraj ji. 
The Ras that happens here in the spring has especially been described. 

The intoxication of the spring season has filled the whole Nature. 
Everywhere the bees crazed by the fragrance of flowers have started 
flying. It seems the exuberance of the trees has burst forth in the form 
of buds and blooms. The cuckoo cooed and the breeze aiming the five 
arrows started sashaying filled with intoxication. It started swelling 
the impatience of the Braj damsels to meet Shyam Sundar and started 
making them emotionally powerless and helpless. At such a time, the 
flute the constant companion of Shyam Sundar began playing. 

All the crazy Braj maidens restless to meet Priyatam Shyam 
came near Him with alacrity. This rasa keli merged in the rasaful 
waves of the sounds of anklets and the bangles. 

Some Fortunate One’s Rasa Filled Experience Seven Years Ago 

“Sakhi let us go to the beautiful ha nk of Chandra Sarowar and 
get the darshan of Shyam Sundar. I have heard that the handsome and 
charming ruler of the land of love, the Prince Shri Krishna is virajman 
in a nikunja at the ha nk of Chandra Sarowar because of some special 
event. Priya ji and other sakhis are also with Him. Come let us also 
go-” 

Aha! Aha! They saw in front of them, “ He is wearing a crown of 
precious gems and a peacock feathered head ornament on His blessed 
head. The bangles on His smooth hands emitting a sweet sound are 
giving a signal for Ras. The golden kardhani (jeweled chain) around 
the waist is looking beautiful. Kardhani is making a sound. With 
the flute tucked in the waist, this fathomless accumulation of beauty 
adorned with all kinds of ornaments is looking resplendent. Not just 
this, He is creating a romp and revelry at the strand of the lake. At 
times He jumps into the water and at times He throws the water out 
of the lake. At times exchanging rasa with His beloveds through the 
movements of His eyebrows, he is being naughty and playful. Nectar 
is flowing from the eyes of Shyam Sundar. The hearts of the beloveds 
are getting soaked with this stream of nectar. The Shyamalendu Neel 
ghan is caressing their love steeped feelings.” 

(Gratefully from Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorva Shri Bhaktimati Usha Behen ji) 

This Ras vilas with the sakhis! What can the pen say.... The 
flawless beauty Shri Radha, worshipped by Shri Laxmi ji filled with 
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intoxicated expressions and gestures of love is feeling content upon 
getting Shri Krishna’s shelter. The longing for those very rasa particles 
filled the crazy lovers with rasa intoxication, some of which fell and 
got scattered, which were collected by this site in the foothills of Shri 
Giriraj ji. 

Mahaprabhu Shri Vallabhacharya ji Ki Baithak 

The Baithak of Shrimadacharya is under a Chhonkar tree near 
the sarowar. 

One day one Vaishnava expressed his desire to Shrimadacharya 
to have pratyaksha darshan of Shrinathji. Mahaprabhu was sitting 
in some contemplation, he simply said, “If you circumambulate Shri 
Giriraj ji thrice without stopping, you will get the sakshat darshan 
of the Lord.” The Vaishnava started the circumambulation earnestly 
with faith and dedication. During the circumambulation he first 
saw a white snake. The Vaishnava considering it to be a bad omen 
stopped suddenly. When he moved further towards Punchhari he met 
a cowherd who said that there was a lion standing ahead and that 
he should not proceed further. The frightened Vaishnava remembered 
Mahaprabhu ji. When he went further he met a cow. After completing 
the circumambulation he came back to Mahaprabhu ji and expressed 
his disappointment. 

After listening to the whole story he said, “You did have the 
darshan of the Lord, but without His wish one does not get the 
knowledge of it, so you could not experience.” Mahaprabhu ji then by 
his mercy gave him the darshan. 

Shri Goswami Vithalnath ji Ki Baithak 

Shri Gosain ji is considered the pillar of Pushti sect. He was a 
great scholar and also very sensitive and reflective. A family dispute 
involving the position of Achatya was going on. Though he was the 
best choice but a few Vaishnavas wanted Shri Purushottamji, son 
of Shri Gopinath ji, to be given the seat. Shri Krishnadas ji was the 
in charge of the temple of Shrinath ji. He was quite influential and 
inclined towards Shri Purushottamji. Because of the dispute he had 
the doors of Shrinathji closed to Shri Gosain ji. During that period 
Gosain ji lived at Chandra Sarowar. 

Without the darshan of Shrinathji he became extremely 
restless. Deeply anguished, his heart overflowed. In those very days 
he composed ‘Nava Vigyaptiyan’ addressing Shrinathji. It seems as 
though his anguished heart has entered the writing itself. Raja Birbal 
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was the follower of Shri Gosain ji. When he came to know about the 
prohibition on Gosain ji to visit Shrinathji, he proposed to punish Shri 
Krishnadas ji but Gosainji stopped him from doing so. 

Shri Soordas ji 

This is the place of worship and adoration of the ship of Pushti 
sect, Shri Soordas ji. Soor’s hut and Soor samadhi are both within 
the compound of the baithak of Shri Vallabhacharya ji. The state 
government has reconstructed them. 

Shrinathji was totally visible and manifest to Soordasji. He 
continued living at this place. He would write his experiences down 
in the form of padas and sing them. All these padas are available in the 
form of a collection called Soor Sagar. Shri Soordasji used to go for 
the daily service of Shrinathji from here only. 

His love and attachment for Shri Krishna was firm and resolute. 
His longing for darshan kept growing more and more intense and he 
kept sinking deeper and deeper in the love of Shri Krishna. Soordas 
ji saw his beloved in the guise of a cowherd clinging to His stick. His 
sweet gaze, faint smile abducted the heart and the mind of Soor. The 
dangling of the crown cast a spell on him. The sweet voice of the 
Priyatam reproaching hundreds of veenas entered his ears. It is beyond 
the capacity of the pen to describe the sweetness of the beautiful form 
of such a Tribhang Sundar. 

In the following pada he is describing the state of the mind of a 

gopi- 

3R rft TO TOT '*U*Tl I 

TTtenr if farorc fa^ 4) wit 1 

'RTfrf ?TT ^TRlit I 

fa+'Hd ^ 3ppr>Tit I 

m ft faTdifa wr?r I fMt tst *4f Tfat 1 

^t wit I 

Look at the state of the mind of the poor innocent gopi. The 
limitless ocean of beauty and sweetness penetrated her eyes. In spite 
of trying very hard, she is unable to take the beautiful form out. That 
akhandajyoti (God), which the yogis and the ascetics are unable to 
attain even after trying for several yugas, attaining that very sweet and 
beautiful form effortlessly the milkmaid is trying to remove it from 
her heart but is getting more and more entangled. Oh! how was this 
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state of her mind going to remain hidden from Sanwar Kishore. He 
came to her and filled her life with more blissfulness. 

Humility and modesty were Soordas ji’s wealth. Shri 
Chaturbhujdas ji said to Soordas ji once that he has sung a lot about 
the glory of the Lord but has hardly said anything about the glory of 
Shri Acharya Mahaprabhu. Soordas ji replied, “I have only sung the 
glory of the feet of the Acharya. If I had seen any difference in them, I 
would have sung separately for him, but before you I say”- 

SRt# FT #fl | 

'IH f^T *FT *THT5‘3T 7 ^' I 

aftr *rr t stcr fatfr i 

ftf^T 3TTSRt f^TT *TRT I 

One day, knowing that his last time has come, Soordas ji came 
back to Parasauli gram after the mangala arati. Gosain ji came to 
know of everything. He told his followers and attendants, “Today the 
ship of Pushti sect is about to depart, whoever wants to take whatever 
should take it.” 

As per the order of Gosain ji everybody went to Shri Soordas ji. 
After the raj bhoga (food that is offered to a deity at noon time) Shri 
Gosain ji also arrived. Soor absorbed in Leela contemplation at that 
time was looking unconscious. Gosain ji holding the hand of Soordas 
ji asked, “Soordas ji! What is the matter?” Soordas ji opened his eyes 
and bowed to Gosain ji and singing the following pada entered the 
Nitya Leela- 

srfrRTtT xfR srfW W PRRT ^ WrT I 

’Trsrt i 

Tjor 3idej> ^ 3RT ^ 'dlrl II 

Many incidents of his life are famous. 

There are temples of Shri Chandra Bihari and Dau ji. Nearby is 
the Gandharwa kund. 

Anyaur 

About two miles away from Chandra Sarowar this village is in 
the foothills of Shri Giriraj ji. Shri Shrinathji had appeared here from 
underneath a rock of Giriraj ji. 
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Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji Ki Baithak 

This baithak is in the house of a Vaishnava called Shri Saddu 
Pandey. His family members do the worship and service here. The 
Pandey family always had the grace of the Lord. The character of 
Shrimati Bhawani, daughter Naro and Shri Saddu Pandey are 
extremely righteous, devout and astonishing. The main credit of the 
appearance of Shrinathji goes to this family only. 

(84 Baithakan ko Charitra) 


The Story of The Appearance of Shrinathji 

Shri Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj was travelling for the 
propagation of dharma. He arrived in the Jharkhand region. There 
Shri Gowardhannath ji gave him darshan and said, “Go and reveal me 
from a certain place and bring the service to light.” 

Shrimadacharya ji came to Braj after some time for this purpose. 
Based on the indications received earlier, he stayed at the house of 
Shri Saddu Pandey in Anyaur gram. They started discussing about 
surrender to the Lord. Shri Gowardhannath ji came in the form of 
child to the house of Shri Saddu Pandey and started asking for milk 
from his daughter Naro. Naro asked the child to wait for sometime as 
she was busy serving the guests. But why would Shri Gowardhannath 
ji tolerate any kind of delay. Naro gave him milk. When the child returned 
after drinking the milk Mahaprabhuji asked Naro who the child was. Naro 
gave an innocent reply that he was the mountain god, Deva Damana. 

Shrimanmahaprabhu was reminded of the entire incident of 
Jharkhand. He became overwhelmed with emotions. All satvika bhav 
appeared in his body He drank the leftover uchchhishta milk from the 
pot immediately. 

Next day Mahaprabhuji said, ‘You all are Brajwasis. As the 
love that you have for ‘Deva Damana’ is intensely profound, there are 
no restrictions of actions and thoughts for you. Tell me in details the 
story of the manifestation of Deva Damana’. 

The story told by Shri Saddu Pandey is as follows- 

There was a cowherd. He used to graze the cows. Amongst the 
many cows that He used to take for grazing there was one which had 
plenty of milk. Once, after not getting any milk from that cow in the 
evenings for several days, the owner of that cow, a Brahmin, inquired 
from the cowherd about it. 

The cowherd replied, “I don’t milk the cow however this cow 
goes alone to a site in Giriraj ji every day. There the milk of the cow 
flows out by itself.” When all villagers in their curiosity went to find 
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out the truth the next day, they found that the cowherd was right. When 
the rock from that place was removed, a Thakur idol manifested from 
there. That idol became famous as Shrinathji. Beholding that beautiful 
enchanting form, all of them were astounded. Everybody felt thrills 
and shivers running through them. 

All those Vaishnavas went to that place again with 
Shrimanmahaprabhu ji. Mahaprabhu ji had already been instructed 
to bring the service to light. He got a small temple built and started 
the service. Later the responsibility of service was taken over by Shri 
Krishnadas Adhikari. 

(84 Vaishnava Varta) 

Another rasaful story about the appearance of Shrinathji is 
famous amongst the Vaishnavas. The story is as follows- 

Shripad Madhavendrapuri ji Maharaj came one day during his 
travel and stayed near Govind kund in Giriraj ji. Since he used to lead 
his life without begging for anything, he kept lying in the afternoon 
under a tree hungry. In the evening a Brajwasi child came to him with 
a cup of milk and said, “Baba! My mother has sent some milk for you. 
Please have it.” 

Puri Maharaj became a little lost looking at the exquisitely 
beautiful radiant blue form of the child. After drinking the milk, as 
told by the child he began waiting for Him to give the empty cup back. 
The child did not return for a long time. Maharaj Shri fell asleep. 

In the dream the child after giving His introduction, gave him 
the darshan of the idol of Shri Gopal ji and revealed the secret. He also 
said that due to the fear of Yavans the priests had left after burying 
Him under a rock. You make arrangements for my service. Shripuri 
Maharaj started the service. It is said that the same Gopal ji was the 
idol of Shrinathji only. 

(Shri Chaitanya Charitamrita) 

From the above two stories at least this much is evident that 
Shrinathji is a self manifest Thakur. He manifested from Shri Giriraj ji, 
even this is indisputable. Shri Shrinathji is Leela kautuki. Many of His 
Leelas becoming pratyaksha experiences of the devotees are guiding us 
even today. The kautuka of his manifestation is also a matter of His hands. 
That the manifestation remains a riddle, this is also His kautuka. He is 
not bound by any rules. It is also possible that Shri Shrinathji gave the 
darshan separately and at different times to both Shrimanmahaprabhu ji 
and Shri Madhavendrapuri ji Maharaj. Shri Vishwanath Chakrawartipada 
singing praises about both of them has said - 
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y^r<irir4^9lTh^l c (wrHM!4''HTh^l, 

^jfe ¥ ^ ^rfNratw: II 

Come let us leave the history of manifestation here and savour 
and sing the divine acts and deeds of Shrinathji. Shrinathji is yours, 
mine and everybody’s. 

Sankarshan Kund 

This kund attached to the Anyaur gram is on the right side of the 
circumambulation route. On the northern bank is the temple of Lord 
Sankarshan. The eminent devotee Shri Kumbhandas ji had a special 
relationship with this place. Raja Mansingh had come here to have 
darshan of Shri Kumbhandas ji. The samadhi of Shri Kumbhandas ji 
is also here. 

Nearby there is the ‘Bajani Shila’ on Giriraj ji. On beating this 
rock, a sweet sound is produced. To the west of Govind kund on a 
Giriraj boulder, there is the print of the signature of Shri Krishna and 
the print of His stick. In the middle of Anyaur and Jatipura on top of 
Shri Giriraj ji is the Sindoori Shila. 

Gauri Tirtha 

This tirtha is located on the left side of the path of 
circumambulation a little ahead of Anyaur. Shri Chandrawali ji comes 
here to meet Shri Krishna on the pretext of worshipping Devi Gauri. 
She is the exclusive and devout beloved of Shri Krishna. 

Canopied by Neepa (kadamba) trees this place is extremely 
beautiful. 

Annakoot Sthal 

II 1 

(#RT/TFTTT 10/24/35) 

l.In order to convince the gopas, Lord Shri Krishna assuming another huge body, 
appeared on top of Shri Giriraj ji, and saying, "I am Giriraj" started eating all the 
items that were offered. 
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At the inspiration of Shri Krishna, Shri Nandarai ji and the 
other cowherds offered all the items prepared for the Indra worship to 
Shri Giriraj ji. Brahmins performed the yagya and did swasti vachan 
(to read out well wishes in mantras). 

Afterwards all the Brajwasis went for the circumambulation 
of Shri Giriraj ji. The joy of the Brajwasis kn ew no bounds. They 
saw that their sakha virajman in the form of the Deva was eating all 
their offerings with relish. The place where Shri Krishna accepted the 
offerings ofAnnakoot is famous as Annakoot sthal. The same tradition 
of worship is continuing here even today. 

Nearby is the house of Shri Saddu Pandey. The place of 
manifestation of Shrinathji is near Shri Giriraj ji. 

Govind Kund 

ctfaRPT ^ II 1 

(3TTO BfTO) 

Seeing the enthusiastic preparations of Indra worship in every 
house of Braj, the child Kanhaiya was very surprised. Preparing 
many dishes and delicacies, the Brajwasis are going to worship Indra 
leaving behind the deity at home. This did not look very becoming of 
Brajwasis. Seeing the simple hearted Brajwasi ready to worship Indra, 
Shri Krishna asked Nanda baba, “Baba! What big task is before you, 
which festival has arrived? What is the fruit of this? With what intent, 
which people and by which means is this yagya performed? Please 
make me understand in details.” 

What could Shri Nandarai ji say to the innocent queries 
of Kanhaiya, he just said, ‘Son! Indra is the master of the clouds 
responsible for rains. Clouds are his own form and when they rain, 
only then the lives of the living beings are protected on this earth. 
Whatever is left from the yagya, we use that for the accomplishment 
of three goals of life: righteousness, riches, desires. This has been 
continuing as our family tradition.’ 

Lord Krishna said, “Baba! A human being takes birth and dies 
according to his actions. He is under the control of his nature. There 
are four means of subsistence for Vaishyas but we have only been 


1. The tirtha called Govinda Kund that was revealed by Devaraj Indra is near the site 
of Annakoot. By bathing and offering libations to the ancestors here the fruit and 
merit of perfonning hundred yagyas is achieved. 
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raising cows. Baba! We do not have a big kingdom to afford this 
yagya. We dwell in forests and mountains are our home. That’s why 
my advice is that with the items prepared for Indra yagya, we should 
worship Shri Giriraj ji, cows and Brahmins.” Nanda baba and other 
cowherds accepted the suggestion of Kanhaiya happily because they 
were already familiar with His incredible acts and deeds. Therefore 
all the items collected and prepared for Indra worship were offered to 
Shri Giriraj ji with love and devotion. 

After taking the blessings of the Brahmins, the cowherds and 
the gopis wore different clothes and ornaments and became eager to 
do the circumambulation of Shri Giriraj ji. 

Shri Krishna assuming a giant form on top of Shri Giriraj ji 
ate all the items that were offered. Everybody was convinced that the 
Deva had manifested himself and was accepting the offerings. 

When Indra came to know about this, he was very furious and 
ordered the clouds called Samvarttaka to rain over Braj severely. The 
torrential rains came down heavily on Braj. There was no place left 
for the Brajwasis and their cattle to be. They started shivering with 
cold. They told Shri Krishna about their suffering. 

They said, ‘ Dear Krishna you are very capable. We can be saved 
only with your fortune. You are the sole master and the protector of 
the whole Gokul.’ 

Shri Krishna had to crush the pride of Indra in any case. 

II 

(*TTWT 10/25/19) 

Lord Krishna casually uprooted Shri Giriraj ji with one hand 
and held it on his hand the way the children uproot mushrooms and 
put them on their palms. 

The Lord asked all the Brajwasis to come under Shri Giriraj ji. 
He held Shri Giriraj ji on his little finger for seven days. Even Indra 
was stunned to see the might of Yogamaya. 

Some vatsalya bhav bhavit cowherds and the mother Yashoda 
addressing the sakhas said, ‘O boys! Can you not see that Kanhaiya 
is holding Shri Giriraj Gowardhan on His little finger. Don’t you feel 
anything.’ The sakhas said, ‘Maiya! You are always naive. Can’t you 
see that we all are holding Shri Giriraj ji with our sticks. There is not 
even the slightest weight of it on Kanhaiya’s hand.’ Hearing this Shri 
Krishna started smiling. 
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Once the rain stopped, Shri Krishna asked all the cowherds to 
come out with their cows and other belongings and before everyone’s 
eyes established Giriraj ji just like before. 

The hearts of the Brajwasis filled with love. They came running 
to their Kanhaiya and embraced Him. With love and delight they 
worshipped Shri Krishna with yogurt and rice. The demigods started 
blowing conch. Celestial musicians etc showered flowers. 

Devaraj Indra did the religious ablutions of the Lord and sang 
hymns of praise. The place where the water of the religious ablutions 
got collected, it came to be kn own as Shri Govind kund. This kund is 
capable of giving deep love for Shri Krishna even today. 

There are Baithaks of Shri Madhavendrapuri ji, Shri 
Vallabhacharya ji and Shri Vithalnath ji. There are darshans of Shri 
Govind ji and Shri Shrinathji. Many dispassionate ascetics engage in 
prayer and remembrance of the Lord at the bank of the kund. 

Dhoka Dauji 

A little ahead of Shri Govind kund in a temple atop Shri Giriraj 
ji, Shri Dauji is virajman. 

Naga ji’s Samadhi 

This is the samadhi of Shri Chaturanan Naga. Shri Naga ji 
breathed his last here. This place is a little ahead of Govind kund. 

Punchhari 

The back part of Shri Giriraj ji is called Punchhari. The shape of 
Shri Giriraj ji is believed to be in the form of a cow. Shri Radha kund 
and Shri Krishna kund are supposed to be the eyes and the tail of Shri 
Giriraj ji is considered to be in Punchhari village. Just as the tail is 
important to the cow, so is the importance of this tirtha. 

Nearby are Narsinha Teela, Nawal kund, Apsara kund where 
Apsara Bihari Thakur ji is virajman. 

Punchhari Ka Lautha 

The idol in the shape of a wrestler in the temple outside 
Punchhari village is famous as Punchhari Ka Lautha. He is believed 
to be a sakha of Shri Kris hn a. 
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Shri Raghav Pandit’s Gupha or Cave 

Living in the foothills of Shri Giriraj ji, Shri Raghav Pandit 
used to engage in the prayer and the remembrance of the Lord here. 
At present the entrance to the cave is closed. 


Shri Ramdas ji’s Gupha or Cave 

Shri Ramdas ji a great devotee of Vallabha sect used to engage 
in the prayer and meditation near Apsara kund. 

Surabhi and Airawat Kund 

uii h m h ^ i| yrytTr: RWTSSrRT: | 

II 

VK ^hldJ^T: I 

(#RT?TTWT 10/27/22-23) 

Indra felt ashamed upon seeing the Godhood of Shri Kris hn a. 
He performed the religious ablutions of the Lord in different ways. 
All those places of religious ablutions became famous kunds. Surabhi 
kund and Airawat kund are two of them. 

Nearby is the place where the meal consisting of fifty six items is 
prepared and the place where that food is offered to Shri Giriraj ji. This 
is where Shri Paramanand das ji used to sit and do service of Shrinathji. 

Kadamba Khandi 

TTT -fW'TT RpfRf TR[STIf^RTT?X I 

cKHlsR: dlWl II 

wr ii 1 2 

yypji) 

1. Parikshita! Saying this to Lord Shri Krishna, Kamdhenu with her milk, Devaraj 
Indra on the inspiration of the Deva mothers along with the sages did the ablutions 
of Yadunath Shri Krishna with the water of Akash Ganga brought by Airawat in his 
trunk and then addressed Him as Govind. 

2. This is that very enchanting site of dense Kadamba trees. Shri Krishna engaged in 
raman with the gopikas in many rasa ras Leela-vihar here. Hearing the sound of the 
flute, His eternal companion, entranced Braj maidens receiving the special invitation, 
get absorbed in rasa. 
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The foothill of Shri Giriraj ji, its caves, and its solitary private 
nikunjas are touched, soaked and nourished by the vihar vilas of 
Priya-Priyatam. Intoxicated by the fragrance of Kadamba flowers, 
these rasa crazy Yugal have nourished every site of Braj with their 
sweet rasa. 

The attendant and the friend of Shrinathji, the eminent devotee 
Shri Govindaswami used to live here. At the fourth entrance of Shri 
Giriraj ji, Govindswami ji sits in service. (84 Vaishnava Varta) 

Rudra Kund 

This is a solitary and uninhabited place. Shri Mahadev ji became 
virajman here for the darshan of Shri Krishna. This is why the place 
became famous as Rudra Kund. 

Nearby is ‘Harji Ki Pokhar’ It is a beautiful place. There is 
darshan of ‘Budhe Babu Mahadev ji’. 

The fifth entrance of Shri Giriraj ji is near Rudra Kund where 
Bhakta Shri Chaturbhujdas ji is engaged in the service. 

(84 Vaishnava Varta) 


Shyam Dhak 

T^TPT STT # ^hTT, ^TT WR *l4^T I 

This saying is very famous in Braj. This site covered with many 
clusters and thickets of black Palasha trees is famous as Shyam Dhak. 
It is about one and a half mile away from Punchhari village. Even 
today in the rainy season the bee like mind becomes crazy by the 
fragrance of Kadamba flowers. Many memories become alive in the 
atmosphere of blissfulness and endearment. This solitary and deserted 
place is soaked and nourished with Shri Krishna’s cattle grazing 
Leelas. 

It is said that once while having His meal, Shri Krishna felt the 
need of a dauna (leaf cup). He plucked a leaf from a Kadamba tree 
nearby. It was in the shape of a cup. The proof of that leaf cup that 
acquired its shape at the wish of Almighty Shri Krishna can be seen 
here even today. 

Shrinathji used to come here quite often to play. He came here 
with Shri Govindswami once. Shrinathji started playing the flute 
sitting on a tree. They were delayed a little. In the temple, it was time 
to awaken the Lord. Shri Gosain ji arrived at the temple. Shrinathji 
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jumped from the tree in haste. His pitambar got entangled in a branch 
and tore. The tom end remained on the tree and Shrinathji managed 
to reach the temple in time. Gosain ji was astonished to see the tom 
pitambar. Later Govindswami ji came and told the whole story and 
took everybody to show the tom piece on the tree. 

The bhav of Shri Govindswami ji was siddha. Shrinathji had 
come to Shyam Dhak to play with Govind ji. 

There are Gopi Talaiya, Gopa Sagar, Jalaghara and baithak of 
Shri Vithalnath ji. 


Jatipura (Gopalpur) 

Every rock of Shri Giriraj ji has been osculated by the touch of 
Shri Krishna and His Leela. On one hand where Anyaur village has 
been blessed with many Leelas, on the other hand the place called 
Jatipura treasuring many delightful memories of Shrinathji in its 
atmosphere is extremely venerable to the Vaishnavas even today. 

This is one of the special sites amongst the principal places of 
Vallabha sect. Shrinathji who is kn own as ‘Deva Daman’ and ‘Gopal 
ji ‘ used to be virajit here. Although due to the fear of the Yavans, 
Shrinathji was taken to Shri Nathadwara, nevertheless His old temple 
in the form of a symbol, is making the ancient memories come alive 
for all of us even today. 

Braj has continued to be blessed by the novel pastimes of 
Shrinathji, who is fond of sports. Shrinathji thought of a new play. 
Shrinathji said to Shri Acharya ji, “Cows are very dear to me. Get 
cows for me.” Acharya Mahaprabhu said alright and related this to 
Shri Saddu Pandey. After hearing it, Shri Pandey ji said, “Acharya 
pad! All these cows belong to Shrinathji only but in spite of this if it is 
His wish to have more cows, they will certainly come.” It is said that 
since then everybody started calling Shrinathji ‘Gopal’. Considering 
all this Gosain Vithalnath ji later renamed this place Gopalpur. 

About five hundred years ago the river of devotion was 
flowing. Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharyaji, Shri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu, Goswami Shri Vithalnath ji, Shriman Nityanand ji, and 
the eight devotee poets of Ashtachhap, the six Goswamis, Mira Bai, 
Kabir, Tulsi and others appeared on the earth and doused everybody 
with the spring of devotion. The rasa particles scattered from those 
very waves of the age of devotion are guiding us even today. 
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Shrinathji 

Shrinathji radiating the splendour of His all enchanting form has 
been and is attracting millions of devotees with His beauty, darshan in 
person and Leela madhuri. The service of Shrinathji that is being done 
dotingly and indulgently is worth experiencing and savouring. 

It is an indisputable fact that Shrinathji manifested from a cave 
of Shri Giriraj ji. After installing Him in a temple, Mahaprabhu ji 
started the service. (This ancient site is still present in Jatipura.) 

Due to the hostile and anti Hindu views of Aurangzeb, Shrinathji 
like many other idols, went away by His own will. 

The places where Shrinathji became virajman during the period 
of His service, His charan chaukis are marked there. In Jatipura and 
‘Satghara’ (Mathura) the charan chaukis are virajman. The baithaks of 
Shrinathji in Shyam Dhak, Gulal Kund, Toad Ko Ghano and Parasauli 
gram are venerated until today. 

Shrinathji is charmingly sweet and beautiful. The various marks 
and ornaments on His body are made on their own. On His back there 
are marks of a parrot, a ram, the sun and the cow. This is mentioned 
in the Varta Sahitya. 

The acts and deeds of Shrinathji are incredulous and filled with 
intimacy. He would talk to His intimate devotees in person, play with 
them and express His wish and will. 

By giving darshan in person to many of His devotees He has 
made them the subjects of His causeless mercy. Whereas on one hand 
He ordered Shri Mahaprabhu ji to bring His service to light, on the 
other hand the causelessly merciful Shrinathji came down from the top 
of the hill to receive Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and gave darshan to 
him. Shri Madhavendrapuri ji Maharaj, Goswami Vithalnath ji, Shri 
Soordas ji, Shri Kumbhandas ji, Shri Govindswami ji and other great 
saints received darshan of Shrinathji in person. 

When Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu came here while 
touring Braj, he did not go atop Shri Giriraj ji, considering his body 
to be non-different from Shri Krishna. But his desire for darshan was 
intense. That very day somebody came and gave the information 
that there was a fear of an attack by the Yavans and advised them to 
move Shri Gopal ji to some other place. (It is said that Shri Gopal had 
come in the form of the messenger himself.) The people in charge did 
accordingly. The omniscient Shrinathji had to fulfill the desire of Shri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Shri Mahaprabhu ji says- 
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TTt^TT 3TT* snf^T W*l *TT ’3^1 I 
TfWT^T TT^T <TT^ II 

V'h WT 3ffftT <1^ ill*Tl % I 
#RK ¥FT Rlftt tT^FtnfT ^T5T II 

#IMI 'Ul^< pclfnld fT^T I 

( il^M vi^mi mi 6^i Trr^ 11 
TTHT PlMI ^vr ^fr I 

M^M II 1 

(«fr 


Second Context 

Shri Ramanand ji was a disciple of Shri Vallabhacharya ji. 
He was a great scholar and very learned. Shri Ramanand ji very 
reverentially requested Shri Vallabhacharya ji once to come to his 
place, Thanesar. Shri Mahaprabhu ji arrived at his place. 

One day early in the morning Shri Ramanand ji told his wife to 
collect the cow dung quickly otherwise the Vaishnava will take it after 
getting up. Shri Vallabhacharya ji was really hurt upon hearing this. 
Knowing this to be a Vaishnava offence, he disowned Ramanand ji to 
teach him a lesson. 

The level of the mind of Shri Ramanand ji fell but his faith 
in Shrinathji remained the same. Before eating anything he would 
unfailingly offer the food to Shrinathji first. One day he was going 
somewhere. On the way he saw someone making jalebis (A kind of 
sweet meat). He could not control himself. He bought the jalebi and 
offered it to Shrinathji. Shrinathji accepted it. 

When Shri Mahaprabhu ji came to Shrinathji, seeing the jalebi 
he asked, “Lala! Where did you get this from.” Shrinathji said, “Shri 
Ramanand ji offered it so I ate it.” Acharya Shri said, “Lala! You don’t 
kn ow that I have disowned him.” Shrinathji replied, “That maybe so. 
But you have disowned him, I haven’t. I am bound by my words that 
whosoever will be brought before me by you after granting him the 
brahma sambandha, I shall not leave him. I have kept the honour of 
my word.” 

1. I will never climb on Shri Gowardhan but then how will I receive the darshan of 
Shri Gopal ji. That same day in the night a messenger came and informed that the 
Yavans are going to attack the village. The villagers became worried. They went to 
Ganthauli gram with Shrinath ji. Mahaprabhu ji went there and had the darshan and 
started dancing and doing keertan. 
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Such have been the acts and deeds of Shrinathji. Shrinathji and 
Govindswami were intimate friends. They used to eat, play and wander 
together. One day Shri Govindswami told the incharge of the kitchen, 
“Give me food before it is offered to Shrinathji.” The incharge did 
not like the feeling of disrespect towards Thakur Shrinathji. He went 
and told Gosain ji, “Maharaj! Govind has gone crazy. He is asking 
me to give him food before Shrinathji.” Gosain ji understood the 
mystery. In order to reveal the truth before everyone, he called Shri 
Govindswami and asked him the reason for this. Govindswami ji said, 
“If the food is offered to Shrinathji first, He eats it quickly and comes 
to me and asks me to hurry up and go with Him to play. If I don’t get 
up He pinches me. I have to leave my food half way.” 

Many such acts and deeds of Shrinathji are famous. 

Shrinathji’s Kirtaniyas 

The service of Shrinathji started but many other arrangements 
had to be made. Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji left for the 
propagation of dharma. Shri Gosain Vithalnath ji appointed four 
disciples of Mahaprabhu ji and four of his disciples for the as lit a prahar 
service (the twenty four hours service) of Shrinathji. Whichever Leela 
they savoured everyday, they would write it down and then sing it to 
Shrinathji in the temple. It is no secret that Shrinathji used to manifest 
in person and talk to them. They used to live in the neighbouring 
areas and be present in the service of Shrinathji turn by turn. Not only 
would these kirtaniyas (singer of devotional hymns and couplets) get 
happiness by singing padas to Shrinath ji but also Shrinathji would 
remain eager to listen to their padas. In fact without listening to the 
padas Shrinathji would not eat or sleep. By providing bliss to his 
devotees, Shrinathji has also been getting happiness. 

Shri Kumbhandas ji 

Gosain ji was leaving for a tour once. He asked Kumbhandas 
ji if he would like to accompany him. Kumbhandas ji did not like 
this. He used to be so vigilant in the service of Shrinathji that to get 
deprived of it was not something he liked. As it was the command 
of the guru he could not refuse. He said, “Master! If I am ordered, I 
will certainly go.” The thought of separation from Shrinathji started 
pricking him. He became sad. He started singing in front of Shrinathji 
engrossed in emotion. 
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for ^ f^r 1 

WT fe^TlT ^ ^ || 

FF 'RTt^TT FF cmP^I FFF ^tfcp : F ? F I 
IF fad«H FF FRT *FTtFT FF T2FT F^ ## II 
FTFFFFT ^FT fafa %*FT 3iNd ftFF 3|^ I 
'F&FTFR1'’ WFT f^T97 Iff #FT || 

He could not get a handle on himself. The separation from 
Shrinathji even for a moment was not bearable to him. He did not 
want to stay without drinking His beauty. Noticing the state of mind 
of Kumbhandas ji, Gosain ji told him not to come with him. Shrinathji 
heard his heart’s plea and mercifully kept him in His service. 
Kumbhandas ji unable to handle the countless waves of the beauty of 
His form started singing- 

‘feyT -ferT qiRieh ## 3^r’ 

He saw the beauty full of newness. Savouring the sweetness of 
the beauty that was changing every second, he did not know which one 
to describe. Mesmerised by one single wave of beauty itself, he went 
into a trance and after gaining some consciousness, when he beheld 
His form again, then the sweetness was something else. He could only 
say, “Aura, aura, aura...” meaning something else, something else, 
something else. Shyam Sundar is not ‘dine-dine navam-navam’ but He 
is ‘Kshane- kshane navam-navam’ meaning He is not new everyday 
but He is new every moment. 

In this way serving Shrinathji, one day under a Pipal tree, near 
the Sankarshan Kund in Anyaur gram Shri Kumbhandas ji attained 
the eternal service of Shrinathji forever. 

Shri Soordas ji 

cjvR?r TT 3KK’ 

Shri Soordas ji is considered to be the incarnation of Shri 
Uddhav ji. To consider him blind is to mean that such a person has no 
knowledge of the spiritual world. Soordas ji possessed eyes that most 
of us do not have. With our eyes we see what is not worth seeing. Shri 
Soordas ji saw the divine and transcendental Leela of Shrinathji and 
was blessed. Like a brilliant sun, he became a pillar of light to us. 

Soor Sagar, the collection of ever new padas of Soordas 
ji is actually the collection of the experiences that he had. Shri 
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Vallabhacharyaji showered grace on him and gave him the ability to 
sing the praises of the Lord. The vivid way in which Soordas ji has 
portrayed vatsalya, sakhya and madhurya, such depiction is rare to 
find. He served Shrinathji. He had many blissful experiences with 
Him. These experiences were composed in the form of padas by him 
and accepted by Shrinathji. 

After getting the darshan of Shrinathji in person he said- 

ft tww teftr i 

HWT Wf vtMdiq 31% WW ITT WtT II 

WIT WtWW ffa # fERT WlT I 

Wt?W wnTTWTT WTfo TjgT WW^tT II 
«®M TTC fildd WTW 4>U I 

TJT 3ff PlT? TJWT aft Pn<Rg WfT II 

The sweet form, embracing His stick, playful eyes, cheerful 
smiles, the dangle of the crown, all of them abducted the heart and the 
mind of Soordasji. 

Soordas ji used to sing what he used to see. This daily routine 
used to go on. Everybody used to get astonished at the description 
of Shrinathji’s beauty in his padas. Once out of curiosity, a question 
arose whether Soor was singing the padas after experiencing them or 
was someone describing the shringar to him which was then being 
composed as padas by him. The priest dressed up Shrinathji lightly 
with only flowers. When Soordas ji came for darshan, only then the 
doors for darshan were opened. After the darshan Soor remained 
standing. The priest asked, “How is the shringar today?” At first 
Soordas ji kept quiet then he laughed loudly and sang- 

‘3TTW 'HIH TTT I’ 

All Vaishnavas were stunned on hearing the pada. Shri Soordas 
ji had surrendered everything of his in the service of Shrinathji. Till his 
last days he continued living in Parasauli. His prayer and meditation 
hut and samadhi are still there. 

At the time of his death, Shri Gosainji asked, “Where is your mind?” 

Soordasji sang- 

‘WWW TW TW TT% I' 

STfcTWRT WIT WTvf srf’lWft W f%WTT T Ti-HIcf I 

Gosainji said, “Oh! The ship of Pushti sect has departed.” 
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Shri Parmanand Das ji 

He was from a Brahmin family of Kannouj. Once he went to 
Prayag. One of the disciples of Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya 
ji took him to Shri Mahaprabhu ji. Acharya ji kindly asked him to 
describe some Leela. Parmanand ji said that he did not understand 
these things. Mahaprabhu ji initiated him and read the index of 
Shrimad Bhagwat. Power was transmitted to him and he joined the 
service of Shrinathji. 

After having darshan of Shrinathji he sang- 

htf itfr srfenrr 1 

sftere; WE wi, Ft FflfrpfT FflBlf II 

¥FTF eh'H'H FF <HHH HlFd'F) FPFF'fT I 

tfrftT FTF 3RR FfcT FF FTFT, FTFft TFFF?f II 
Ffal^tTTFFF^FTTFFrFHFFtFFftftr^FTTtl 
WTFFF FFpft fWH FF FRFt Fit II 

‘Parmanand ji in the body of a man in this world was sakha 
bhavit and with the siddha deha becoming gopi bhav bhavit savoured 
the gopi prem. How will the milkmaid climb the stairs of the ghat with 
the pot filled with water until Shyam Sundar gives her the support 
of His arm. Laughingly Priyatam held her hand and the ocean of 
rasa overflowed. Filled with rasa that milkmaid intoxicated in love, 
looking forgetful and lost drowned in the rasa.' 

What do we say about the splendid beauty and sweetness of 
Shri Krishna? Shri Krishna who chums the mind and the heart of 
Cupid himself, was robbed by the love of gopi. Seeing this Parmanand 
das ji sang- 

<h)d TF Fflfl ^3 I 
FFF FflFF fWfi FRF ^tF 3FF FiJ II 
r|r<;r1r^r1 ^ TTBP FM 'Ft I 
WTFFF WR # FFfel Ft EE II 

The boundaries and the restraints of the ocean of Veda flowed 
away in the river of love of the gopis. 

Not only this, immersing in the ocean of Ras rasa he collected 
many jewels. His life was only to please Shrinathji. 

It is said that once after listening to his pada, ‘Hari Teri Leela Ki 
Sudhi Ave’, Mahaprabhu ji remained entranced for three days. 
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In this way while pleasing Shrinathji he entered the Nitya Leela 
at the bank of Surabhi Kund. 

Shri Krishnadas ji 

Shri Vallabhacharya ji was sitting at Vishram Ghat. Shri 
Krishnadas ji came there while wandering. Mahaprabhu ji called him 
and after learning everything, initiated him. Krishnadas ji recollected 
Shri Krishna Leela and joined the service of Shrinathji. 

Shrinathji was so pleased with the service of Shri Krishhnadasji 
that once when he sang - 

‘sfofpTFi; w\ r 

Shrinathji and Swaminiji started dancing. 

Soordas ji used to always say to Shri Krishnadas ji that “Your 
padas have my mark and impression. Compose one such pada that is 
absolutely new and original.” In solitude Shri Krishnadas ji composed 
three lines of the pada but could not compose further. Leaving the 
composition half way he went to have prasad. Shrinathji came and 
completed the pada Himself. Shri Krishnadas ji sang this pada before 
Soordas ji- 

STRcT efjpjT Tfpq- CIMCM ^ | 

"“TTT tTtT Fntl^ I 

ipft TO I 

3TTO ^FRT 3FR <PSfcT ^^P ^FPferT ffcr I 

SRUT ^RIvI FTM fcTPFP FFP ^3 ^FT fefFT# I 

FFT 6ld«P <3^4 Ff^eppT T TffcT T JPT3> ■H s xt>I =1 II 

Up until this line Soordas ji remained quiet but when Shri 
Krishnadas ji sang the next few lines he understood everything. 

4TOT epepir 41^4 31F>IFJ SjwT TH fa<M4 W# I 

cp^FT ^fa+l FtffFI fatFT TftfFPT *FT I 

fTT 'fiuidl^ Pir<4<SK u lv|l4 TO 11 ! = =ff^PT fFfrl II 

Soordas ji said, “My deal was with you and not with your 
patron.” 

In this way Shrinathji would manifest in person and do many 
Leelas with Shri Krishnadas ji. 

Shri Krishnadas ji went to Agra once for some work. There he 
saw a dancer singing sweetly. He stopped and went to her. He said to 
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her, “My Shyam is a great rasik of music. Will you come to please 
Him?” She agreed. Shri Krishnadas ji brought her with him and took 
her before Shrinathji and said, “O Nawal Rasik! Who gets pleased by 
leaves, flowers and Suit. Please accept this living gift.” The dancer sang- 

Tft TRT tffe T7 3)d c Wl I 
^rf^RT mfa HT ^ffvT tlFft SSTFTt II 

WR TPT R7R ft faiT fRR 3RRT R RSRRT I 
^>RRT M WT fa*5RR RR RR RR fa? R3RRT II 

Why wouldn’t Shrinathji accept a gift brought by His devotee. 
He was pleased and accepted her. As soon as the dancer raised her 
head after singing the pada, she went to Shrinathji for ever. 

For his whole life Shri Krishnadas ji remained engaged in the 
service of the Lord. Once he was getting a well constructed in the 
foothills of Shri Giriraj ji. He started peeping into it and fell in it and 
entered the Nitya Leela. He used to live in Bilchhu vana. One raised 
platform is made there in his memory. 

Shri Nandadas ji 

Nandadas ji had left from his house to get the darshan of Shri 
Ranachhora ji but arrived in Gokul instead. Gosain ji sent for him. He 
came and surrendered himself to Gosain ji. After the darshan of Shri 
Navneet Priya ji he joined the service of Shrinathji at Gowardhan and 
started living at the bank of Manasi Ganga. 

Once Tulsidas ji came to meet him and said, “Brother! if you 
like mountains you can live in Chitrakoot, if you like a village then in 
Ayodhya, if a city then Kashi and if a forest then Dandkaranya, there 
are many holy abodes of Shri Ram. Come with me.” 

Shri Nandadas ji spoke about his faith and said- 

Rt fafa RRt RRt^R, RTR Ref Rt RRf TRWT I 
RRT Rt Rt RRt sffaSj^tlj RfaT Rfa Rfa?TR II 
R^RT TR Rl R?if RRRT RR, RRRT RRlTR TTR W I 
HR'fl'H WRR Rt Rt RTlt Rf*T UTR II 

Such was his deep faith in name, form, abode and Ishta. 

He used to always savour the beauty of Shri Krishna and sing 
padas in the service of Shrinathji. Once after tasting a sweet Leela he 
sang- 
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Rft ft RR7 3 RTRR sfa Rf RRR fa><Md I 
aftTR # dd<Hd Rt RR RcJ? RftRR tw-lw ^Nd II 

RRRR RR^R RRR IrR R*JR>Md «HNd Rfe R<oMd I 
d^ld R*j ci)d> RTR sfflt % tfRR RTRR II 

Intoxicated by the luster of the beauty of this Leela Vihari, how 
could the milkmaid remain calm? He was talking to someone else, but 
looking at her. Neighbours started talking about it. By sending signals 
from the eyes, with His sweet talks, the Pranayi Rijhawar submerged 
her in His Leela madhuri. Intoxicated with His beauty, she couldn’t 
care less for modesty. 

Shrinathji was his Ishta. He surrendered his whole life in His 
service. He presented many Leela pictures by experiencing them. At 
one place he is saying- 

I Wff RRt% RIR I 

3fTi Ij[ ^ dTfT R eplgeft efjfTR ■$[ RJR || 

^FRR PhTT^TR %T dRRR RlRR ^ 1JRFTR I 
# RR RR R^ RXRt *Yr Sd<ld II 
RR 3R|T t RRRf R RTR I 

d^ld RTR^ #R ^ rr RR RRTR II 

Recently I saw my Priyatam standing in the cow bam. With 
lotus in His hand, He looked at me with playful and naughty eyes. Oh! 
Looking at this beautiful form it seems as if the Kamdev himself has 
become playful. After savouring such beauty, what could anyone say? 
And how much would somebody be able to say? 

Roop Manjari was an intimate friend of Nandadas ji. She was 
a servant in the court of Akbar. It is said even Akbar came for his 
darshan after listening to the line of his pada, ‘R^RRT RT% R?T PFTS 

Pp-hd WP 

He used to live under a Pipal tree near the temple of Manasa 
devi. There itself singing the following couplet he entered the Nitya 
Leela forever. 

RtRR PlR # W+Pd, RtT RR[d # I 

RTT RRt RR RT RN^Pd PtrY RR II 

Shri Chaturbhujdas ji 

Shri Chaturbhujdas ji was the son of Shri Kumbhandas ji. The 
day Shrinathji gave darshan to Shri Kumbhandas ji in four armed form 
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(chaturbhuj), the same day he was bom in Jamanavato village. He was 
raised in an atmosphere of devotion from his childhood. Kumbhandas 
ji got him initiated in brahma sambandha by Shri Gosain ji in his 
childhood itself. 

Once he grew up, he joined the service of Shrinathji. Shri 
Kumbhandas ji and Chaturbhuj das ji were both sitting together once 
in the house in their village. The light of the lamp of the temple of 
Shrinathji was getting filtered through the window. Engrossed in the 
Leela rasa and looking at the rays of the lamp Shri Kumbhandas ji 
sang- 

"FF M FTP imt- 

far *nfr I” 

Shri Chaturbhujdas ji sang in the next line - 

FFF f'lSKP TT% t FFTT 'FTET T3 TTfl” 

Hearing this, Shri Kumbhandas ji felt very satisfied and got an 
idea of the depth of his son’s devotion. 

His devotion and love was that of a friend. Shrinathji and he 
had a deep friendship. 

One day Shrinathji took him to the house of one Brajwasi to 
steal butter. Shrinathji ate a lot of butter. In the mean time the mistress 
of the house came. She only saw Shri Chaturbhujdas ji. Shrinathji 
ran away. Chaturbhujdas ji was caught and beaten by the gopi. 
Chaturbujdas ji later complained to Shrinathji, “You got me beaten.” 
Shrinathji replied, “If you had the capacity you should have run.” 

Savouring the perpetually new beauty of Shrinathji he says- 

3TTF ET5F 3^7 f^T f^T yftl 3^7, 

3^7 SRVT I 

ferf srfcT EF F7% Ft 
Ftp f^TrT 11 < FFt FTP F7F II 
TTHlT 3HT-3FT +Flp'i e^lfd SEPT 

FTE fa7F «FT TRFTF I 

Frpfw tar # tfwt ^srr 

TFT II 

After hearing this, one Vaishnava asked Shri Gosain ji, 
“Maharaj! The Lord’s Leela is eternal and everywhere. Then why did 
Chaturbhuj ji sing, something else, something new” 
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Gosain ji replied, “This is the incredibility of the Lord’s Leela 
that in spite of being eternal, it seems new every moment and creates 
new interest and desire.” 

Getting a glimpse of shay an (sleep), Chaturbhuj ji was stunned 
and he sang to Shrinathji- 

T^Fft TLST fj't'Ml eft <lft II 

wt m wft n 

WT WF& SFT Wf *TFT wft II 

ftRSR T?T ^nfcT TFT RF?T II 

The sweat drops started glistening on the face of Kishori Shri 
Radha due to the exhaustion caused in the nights filled with vilas. 
The eyes were getting closed. Not only this, the delicate and tender 
body had become loose due to the drowsiness caused by intoxication. 
The flirtatiousness and playfulness must have reached their peak 
and then slackened. How complete and vivid are the padas of Shri 
Chaturbhujdas ji. 

Gosain ji went out on a tour once. His son Girdhar ji brought 
Shrinathji to his residence in Mathura. Chaturbhujdas ji would sing 
padas of separation losing consciousness of himself and the world. 
Shrinathji would also come to Giriraj ji everyday to give him darshan. 
One day he was singing very restlessly. 

^Fft TTFT rJR, fftr ?FTt F WFT ft I ’ 

Shrinathji also could not bear to see his state. He inspired 
Shri Girdhar ji to start for Shri Giriraj ji immediately. After Shringar 
bhoga (offering of food after shringar) in Mathura they came to Shri 
Gowardhan ji for noontime food offering. The amount of grace of 
Shrinathji that Shri Chaturbhujdas ji had cannot be described. 

He was in his house at Yamunavato. He was distraught by the 
news of the passing away of Shri Gosain ji. He came to Shrinathji and 
started singing hymns of praise of Gosain ji. Singing the padas he left 
his body under a tamarind tree at Rudra kund and entered the Nitya 
Leela forever. 

Shri Chheetswami 

Chheetswami of Mathura was naughty since birth. He came 
to test Shri Gosain ji but he himself was tricked. The fame of the 
miraculous acts and deeds of Gosain ji was spreading far and wide. 
Shri Chheetu choubey heard, “Everybody falls under the spell of 
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Gosain ji.” With a fake coin and a dry coconut he came to Gosain ji. 
Gosain ji asked him to break the coconut. When it was broken there 
was kernel in it and even the false coin made a tinkling sound. 

«T i 3TcT f*TW # H*-=|h I 

Sift 311%, *1% 'JIM II 

1FT TFTt I 
w# ^rt 3 tw^t ftor ^prr ftarr 11 

After sometime he came over to Gowardhan permanently. He 
started living under a black Tamal tree in Punchhari. He used to go to 
sing padas to Shrinathji every day. 

Chheetswami was extremely dispassionate and desireless. 
Being the family priest of Raja Birbal, he used to get a fixed pension 
from the Raja to support his family. Once when he went to collect the 
pension, Raja Birbal used some inappropriate words for Shri Gosain 
ji. Chheetswami used to consider Gosain ji as the manifest form of 
the Lord. He stopped taking the pension from Birbal for the rest of 
his life. 

The dedication of Chheetswami to his guru was admirable. 
Birbal was also a follower of Shri Gosain ji. So when called by him, 
Chheetswami went to Agra once and sang the following pada- 

% feRt 'JT'T cPT, RTvT II 

% iftw ifftpr 3r, di* 3nfa ftF ii 

^ % ifpr ^ ^r, ta ftaff ?r^ ipr | 

#cTw»fr tan ta, ta H ii 

Birbal reacted, “Is it necessary to be so effusive about Gosain 
ji?” Chheet Swami was hurt and he distributed the money that he had 
received from Birbal amongst the dancers and the prostitutes saying 
that it did not deserve to be used for Vaishnava service as Birbal’s 
faith lacked conviction. 

Poetic talent was natural to him. He had deep faith in Shrinathji. 
He composed many of his Leela experiences in delightful padas. Once 
he saw Shyam Sundar with Priya ji in a dense nikunja. It was early 
morning. Savouring the beauty he became intoxicated. ‘The turban 
is loose, the garland is getting loose, looking at the broken garland 
and the staggering steps it seems that the rasa crazy Yugal engrossed 
in night-vihar had been resting in the lap of sleep in some nikunja.’ 
Seeing this he sang- 
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WlT ^ efpF cf STTWrf ?fTTT ■ | il , =l4l EfTfT I 
^TFT WT^t RRT P#FI 3Tf 5WT II 

f®F[ ^pT RFT f^TTjRT TJ7 ^ ^ t*T sp^lfr | 

^ font *fr cft tfi it M^r mt srfWt 11 

For Braj he had deep faith. Living here wishing for Dan keli, 
Man keli, cattle grazing, panaghat and Ras vilas with Priya ji, he 
experienced them. He depicted those very experiences and made our 
path stronger. At one place he writes - 

Silt f^SFTT eft ^ 3f5RT HIT RRt , 

'jFHT ^FRT » qi£l I 

3t#k 'infer ^■hIm wrj 

^fr ^ eT^ql i 

f^RT ww # #^F?r 
*f>cF*Ud 3FT 3FT | 

i&tt 

trt ^ f^RT II 

Losing consciousness and knowledge of the outside world 
and himself, he used to wander in the nikunjas of Shri Giriraj ji. In 
Punchhari near Apsara Kund under a Tamal tree in the foothills of Shri 
Giriraj ji he entered the Nitya Leela. 

Shri Govindswami 

Govindswami was already acquainted with Shri Gosain ji’s 
divine acts and deeds and knew of his attainment of the Lord. When 
he came to Gokul for the darshan of Gosain ji, he saw that Shri Gosain 
ji was performing the daily prayers at the ha nk of Yamuna ji. Shri 
Govind ji was amazed and said, “You are displaying a deceptive 
form. In spite of being the Supreme Being, you are performing tarpan 
(offering of libations of water to the deceased ancestors) etc as per the 
Vedas. The common people will only get confused by this.” 

Shri Gosain ji replied, “Brother! The path of devotion is a tree 
of flowers and the path of action is the fence of thorns. Without the 
fence of the path of action, the flowers of the path of devotion cannot 
be protected.” 

He had already surrendered his mind to Shri Gosain ji. He 
surrendered his body as well. On the orders of Shri Gosain ji he joined 
the service of Shrinathji and started living in Shri Giriraj ji. 












SHRI GIRIRAJ- Chapter Three 


161 


Even Tansen used to praise his pada singing. It is said that 
Tansen had taken music lessons from him. There was a deep friendship 
between Shrinathji and Shri Govindswami. They used to talk and play 
together. 

It is said that once Govindswami went to Vrindavan to have 
darshan of Shri Haridas ji. Shri Haridas ji was not only a great adept 
of music but also a devout rasik and foremost amongst the devotees. 
Haridas ji had already heard praises of the singing of Shri Govindji. 
He asked Govindji to sing. Swami Haridas ji was immensely pleased 
to hear the pada sung by Shri Govind ji and asked him, “Govind! 
Does Shri Krishna only listen to your pada or does He sing as well.” 
Govindswami replied, “Prabho! Shri Krishna sings the pada also.” 
(meaning Govindswami had heard Shri Krishna sing) On the request 
of Govindswami, Shri Krishna sang a pada. Hearing which Swami 
Haridas ji was entranced. He asked again, “Brother! Have you ever 
heard the singing of Shree ji?” Govind sakha said that he hasn’t and 
requested Haridas ji, “Prabhu pad! If you consider me worthy, please 
oblige and gratify me by making me hear.” It is said that upholding 
the wish of Swamiji, in some context Shri Priya ji sang the prelude of 
a song sweetly. On hearing that nectarean voice reproaching hundreds 
and hundreds of Veenas, Shri Govindswami fainted and went into a 
trance. 

Some other great ones have told this story differently. We 
are giving their version below. It is also possible that these are two 
separate incidents. 

‘The friendship of Shrinathji and Govindswami was not hidden 
from anyone. Gosain Shri Vithalnath ji also knew about it. One day 
Shri Krishna was singing. In between Priya ji sang. Hearing that 
melodious voice Govindswami was astounded. Gosain ji understood 
everything. In some specific context, Gosain ji asked, “Govind! How 
does Shrinathji sing?” Govindji went into a trance. After regaining 
some consciousness he said, “Prabho! You know everything already. 
What am I? It seems that Shrinathji sings very melodiously but when 
Priyaji sings, the singing becomes much sweeter.” 

At one place describing the beauty of Shri Krishna, Govindswami 
is saying- 

3i®r^r fr ■4l<q sift ¥Ft ¥ ^fl i 

¥^ Ft¥ ft ¥f?T ¥51 ^ TPT 5| II 

$ cutfi $ ^ if wfrr w?, 
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iWft 3 T^# 7 ft | 

FtfaR W # t^T RT #5R RTR ^ rHT II 

The Lai of Shri Nandarai ji is a child, only in the laps of Shri 
Nandarai ji and maiya Yashoda. The Braj maidens have seen Shri 
Krishna in the adolescent form from day one. Lo! Today itself in the 
very early morning in the dense nikunjas of Shri Giriraj ji He begged 
for dan from His beloved. 

3pntr , ^rr amoil+fa ^pt % ft i 
fasr ^ ^ ft i 

ftPT ^TT°T iPFTt WFPP % fl II 

Shri Govindswami had many such experiences and he pleased 
Shrinathji by singing them to Him. 

In the end he also entered the cave of Shri Giriraj ji with Shri 
Vithalnath ji. That cave entrance repeating the story of his faith full 
of devotion is guiding our ways even today. Until today this place in 
Jatipura is worth a visit. 

Shri Shri Vallabhacharya ji’s Baithak 



FRiTlRTRWT* TFRT PRcTTTT II 


TRIWR MfR t I 





Shriman Mahaprabhu ji came here. Kadamba Khandi is here 
only. There is a cave of Shri Giriraj ji and the place to worship 
Shri Giriraj ji. After looking at all these sites Shrimanmahaprabhu 
ji performed the week long recitation of Shrimad Bhagwat under a 
Chhonker tree. He also celebrated Annakoot and Deepawali here. 

When Shri Mahaprabhu ji was doing the shringar of Shri Shyam 
Sundar, all of a sudden he heard the sound of the anklets. When he 
looked up, he saw Priya ji standing with the shringar items. It is said 
that Shri Mahaprabhu ji did the shringar of Shyam Sundar all over 
again with the items brought by Priya ji. 

The darshan of all the seven idols of Vallabha lineage was here. 
Many times all of them used to be virajman together in the temple of 
Shri Mathuranathji. In the course of time due to some reasons, all of 
them separated and went out. 
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Dandauti Shila 

Here there is the darshan of Dandauti Shila. All the Vaishnavas 
prostrate on the ground (, dandauta) to Shri Giriraj ji here before going 
for the darshan of Shrinathji. For the cleansing of the sin that occurs 
due to climbing Shri Giriraj ji, this practice was adopted. Nearby is 
Sundari Shila. 

Entering of Shri Vithalnath ji in Nitya Leela 

The devotion of Goswami Shri Vithalnath ji is famous 
worldwide. He remained virdjman in the foothills of Giriraj ji in the 
service of Shrinathji. All the devotees of Ashtachhap have sung his 
glory. While experiencing a Leela he stood up and entered the cave of 
Shri Giriraj ji. Shri Chaturbhujdas ji was present there (in his subtle 
body) at that time. He sang poignantly - 

sftfagoMW % JPJ *(%, ^ t I 

^ SffTf, ftp- e(% | II 

SR f I 

t II 

It is said that Shri Chaturbhujdas ji requested Gosainji, “Prabho! 
Please take me along with you as well.” He also entered the cave and 
joined the service of Shrinathji forever. 

This place is worth a visit even today. Stirring the emotional 
devotees with its poignant context, it is worth seeing in (Jatipura) 
Gopalpur. 

Bilchhu Kund 

This is on the left side of the circumambulation route about 
one mile away from Jatipura. This is the place of residence of Shri 
Krishnadas Adhikari. Here Shri Krishna used to play the ball game. 

Kishori Radha was wandering in the garden here with her 
sakhis once. She would pick the flowers sometimes, make garlands 
and keep them aside carefully and sometimes hit the sakhis with the 
flowers. She was so submerged in the memory of the beloved that She 
had no consciousness of the external world. 

Priyatam standing atop Giriraj ji saw the sakhis from a distance. 
He went over to that place with sakhas and started playing with the ball 
nearby. Sometimes He would throw and catch the ball Himself. And 
sometimes He would ask the sakhas to catch. Once He deliberately 
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threw the ball in such a way that it went into the garden. He started 
imploring the sakhas to get the ball back but they did not show any 
enthusiasm. Finally He went inside the garden Himself where Priya ji 
was and started looking for the ball. 

The bichhua or the toe ring of Vrishbhanu Dulari was lost. 
Sakhis were already looking for it but were not able to find it. While 
searching for it, a few sakhis came over to where Shyam Sundar was. 
They asked Him if He had seen the bichhua of Kishori ji. Without 
looking at them He replied, “Bichhua, what do I know about bic hh ua. 
I am looking for my ball.” Then looking at them He said, “It seems 
you have hidden my ball. If that is not so then let me search you.” 
Poor Lalita and Vishakha were embarrassed by this false accusation 
and agreed to be searched. 

Priyatam searched them but could not find the ball. He said, “It 
seems you have hidden the ball with your mistress. That is why you 
are wandering here fearlessly and on top of it you are accusing me that 
Kishori’s bichhua has gotten lost.” Shri Shyam Sundar had already 
tied the bichhua to the end of His pitambar. The sakhas went away to 
herd the cows and Shri Nandanandan went over to Shri Radha with 
the sakhis on the pretext of looking for the ball. 

The rasa filled touch of Priyatam shook Kishori Radha from 
the depths of some blissful memory. Who knows afterwards if they 
looked for the ball even. Reminding about the bichhua, Priyatam 
said, “Darling, if I find your lost bichhua, what will you give me as a 
reward?” Kishori Radha agreed to give Him anything that He asked 
for. Priyatam immediately took out the bichhua from his pitambar and 
slipped it on Shri Radha’s toe and then said, “Rain niwds Priya 
ji blushed. Taking advantage of the shyness of Priya ji, the Pranayi 
Priyatam became absorbed. That delectable rush and overflow of 
emotions of Priya ji and Pranayi Priyatam’s rasaful efforts! The 
madhur keli of rasa vilas continued incessantly. In the dense caves of 
Shri Giriraj the Yugal Sundar and their own forms, the Braj maidens 
became absorbed in rasa. 

Reiterating those conversations of rasa, this place is famous as 
Bilchhu vana. Shri Hardev ji manifested from here. 

Jan Ajan 

TfpftfMt WRlt ^ 3f?TRT: I 

<nvil+*ll<sMi<nl II 
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When Shri Krishna hid Himself, the gopis asked the trees, 
“Where has Shri Krishna gone”. One tree said, “Hum Jane” i.e. “We 
kn ow.” Another said, “Hum na jane” i.e. “We don’t kn ow.” Therefore 
these two trees of the same species became famous as ‘Jan’ and ‘Ajan.’ 

Many devotees have had the darshan of the hide and seek Leela 
of Shri Krishna here. 

Sakhi Sthali 

TTPT I 

■"KMcR MrJ ttT-T1#-£RT || 

(¥TO JO) 

In the present this place is famous as Sakhi-Thara. It is situated 
to the north of Manasi Ganga and to the north west of Shri Gowardhan. 

This is the favourite place of Chandrawali ji, a beloved sakhi 
of Shri Krishna. Sakhi Van is nearby. A site in Sakhi Van is famous as 
Sakhi sthal. 

Sakhi Kund is here. 


Sakaraya 

It is one and half miles away from Gowardhan gram in the west. 
It is said that when Devraj Indra came for the religious ablutions of 
Lord Shri Govind, he had descended at this place only. 

“Shakra aya” (Shakra or Indra has come) became famous as 
Sakaraya in the rural language. 

Neema Gram 

Shri Niyamanand ji was bom in Vaiduryapattan at the bank of 
Godawari in south India. There is no proof available regarding how 
and when he came to Braj. He came to Braj and started living at 
Neema gram near Giriraj ji. It is said that Shri Narad ji initiated Shri 
Niyamanand ji himself with the Gopal mantra. 

When Sri Niyamanand ji was in Neema gram, one day an ascetic 
came to him to discuss dharma. It was a union of two devotees. They 
were so engrossed in the discussion that they did not realise that dusk 
had fallen. Shri Niyamanand ji requested the ascetic to eat but as the 
sun had set, he refused to partake anything. The thought of sending the 
guest away hungry pained Shri Niyamanand ji. At that very moment, 
light was seen behind a Neem tree and the Sun god appeared. Looking 
at this the ascetic had his prasad. It is said that the light was from the 
chakra of the Lord. After this incident Shri Niyamanand ji became 
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famous as Nimbaditya or Nimbarka. All this was the revelation of the 
divine power of Lord Nimbark. He is considered as the incarnation of 
the Sudarshan Chakra (discus) of the Lord. 

He expounded the Dwaitadwaita Siddhanta. He composed 
‘Vedanta-Parijat Saurabh’, ‘VedantaKamdhenu’, ‘Rahasya Shodashi’, 
‘Prapanna Kalpavalli’, ‘Shri Krishna Stotra’ and others. 

The greatness of Shri Radha ji is same as Shri Krishna’s was 
first of all accepted in the Nimbark sect, and the credit for this goes 
mainly to Shri Nimbarkacharya ji as it is evident from the following 
Shloka of the Dash Shloki. 




According to Shri Nimbarkacharya ji if a sadhaka adorned with 
the virtues of humility and mee kn ess contemplates on Priya-Priyatam 
in the manner given above, he attains their causeless devotion. 

A few of the main disciples of Shri Nimbarkacharya ji were Shri 
Niwasacharya, Shri Audumbaracharya and Shri Gauramukhacharya. 
Shri Audumbaracharya ji had the darshan of Shri Nimbarkacharya ji 
in the form of Shri Rangadevi in the close company of Priya-Priyatam. 

He continued living mainly in Neem gram. There is a temple of 
Shri Sudarshan ji and Sudarshan Kund here. 


Konayi Gram 

# mi * sfrfsir i 
*5Rf ^ ^ ii 

WO JO) 

Once Shri Krishna in a particular Leela became a little restless 
waiting for His beloved Kishori Shri Radha. Shri Radha ji did not 
come even then. He sent a sakhi to find out the reason. When the 
sakhi returned and as soon as she took the name of Kishori Radha, 
then without even waiting to listen further, Shyam Sundar started 
asking again and again, ‘Kyon na ayi, kyon na ayi? (‘Why didn’t She 
come, why didn’t She come). That is why this place became known 
as Konayi. 

This is about three and half miles away from Shri Radha kund. 
There is an ancient temple of a Devi and Gwal kund here 


l.Shri Radha is always virajman on the left side of Shri Krishna. She is served by 
thousands and thousands of sakhis possessing beauty and virtues similar to Her. I 
remember that Devi Shri Radha fulfiller of all desires. 
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Kunjera 

^ ^<1 UFT I 
^TT Tim ^0)7 f^TRT 3f^qFT II 

WO JO) 

Thoughts of new games always occur to these Maddened 
Lovers who always love newness. In many different nikunjas 
savouring new and novel rasa, Naveen Keli Priya (one who loves new 
keli) Shyam Sundar gets intoxicated. In certain secluded and more 
private nikunjas, this rasa keli flows with some special rasa. Amongst 
those keli mysteries, the Ras Vilas of nuthct matang (a great elephant) 
Shyam Sundar with karini swaroopa (she-elephants) sakhis is the one 
that is capable of entrancing everyone. Whoever saw it was filled with 
divine intoxication. Hiding the secrets of that rasa in its womb, this 
site became famous as Kunjera. 

It is about two miles away from Shri Radha kund. A picture of 
the Leela of this place (matta matang and karini swaroopa sakhis) is 
in the temple. It is said that the nikunjas of Shri Radha Kund begin 
from here. 

Surya Kund (Chhota Bharana) 

ci 11 1 

Upon hearing about the manifestation of Shri Krishna in 
Braj, all demigods, sages, Brahma, Shankar and others came for His 
darshan. Looking at the devotion of his daughter Yamuna ji even the 
Sun god came to Braj to get blessed. Always respecting the feelings 
of His intimate devotees, the Lord with Shri Radha ji and other Sakhis 
gave darshan to the Sun and obliged him. 

Shri Radha ji comes here every day to worship the Sun and 
this Skillful Trickster comes here disguised as a priest to conduct the 
worship. This site of ‘playful union’ becomes a prelude to some other 
kind of rasa worship. 

This is about five miles away from Shri Radha kund. There is 
a temple of Sun god here. Surya kund is here. The prayer and the 
meditation site of Siddha Baba is here. 


1. The father of Shri Yamuna ji, destroyer of all diseases, provider of devotion at the 
feet of Shri Krishna, the one who is auspicious, I pray to that Suryadev. 
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It is said that Shri Madhusudandas Babaji Maharaj used to do 
prayer and meditation here. Once in a dream Shri Kishori ji told him, 
“My chandrika (head ornament) has fallen into the kund. You go and 
take it out from a certain place in the kund.” Baba went there first 
thing in the morning and took it out. Even today a rock in the form of a 
chandrika is carefully kept with the local saints, the darshan of which 
can be had by everybody. 

Jasondee (Jasumati) 

Jasondee is about three miles from Shri Radha kund on the way 
to Vrindavan. This is the village of Jasumati sakhi of Shri Krishna. 
Surya kund is worth seeing here. 

Basonti (Basati) 

Basonti is about two miles from Shri Radha kund on the way to 
Vrindavan. This is the place of residence of Basumati sakhi. 

Main attractions are Vasanta kund and Raj Kadamba. 

Mukharai 

This place is about one and a quarter mile to the south of Shri 
Radha kund. Mukharadevi, the maternal grandmother of Shri Radha ji 
used to live here. She used to feel very happy to see the sudden union 
of Shri Radha and Shri Krishna. 

Tosha gram 

This village is about two and a half miles away from the Bahula 
van (vati) in south west quarter. There was a dear sakha of Shri 
Krishna named Tosha. This is his village. He was proficient in the art 
of dancing. It is said that Shri Krishna had taken dancing lessons from 
him as well. 

Tosha kund, the sites of Gopal ji and Radharaman ji are 
especially worth seeing. 

Jakhin Gaon 

This place is about four miles away from Tosha gram in the west 
south direction. There is Rohini kund and a temple of Shri Baladev ji 
here. Nearby is Balbhadra Kund. 

Adeenga 

This place is about three miles away from Gowardhan on the 
way to Mathura. This is the place of Shri Baladev ji. It is believed 
that after the death of Kansa his eight brothers had fled to this place. 
Balrama ji killed all of them. 
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In the south-eastern quarter of the kund, there is the temple of 
Shri Kilol Bihari. 

The gopis used to go from this way to sell their milk and 
yogurt. Shri Krishna would not let them pass without taking the dan 
(toll) of milk and yogurt. The Braj maidens were going once with 
pots of milk on their heads. In spite of being asked for dan by Shri 
Krishna they disregarded it. Shri Krishna also put his foot down (ada 
gaye). Stopping someone by extending His arm, forcibly spilling 
somebody’s pot, pulling the end of someone’s sari, forcibly stopping 
someone by standing in her way, He started soaking all of them in rasa 
in various ways. This place of taking the dan obstinately i.e. ada ada 
kara became famous as Adeenga. 

Paintha 

This place is about one and half miles away from Parasauli gram. 
There is a hearsay that the sakhas wanted to test Shri Krishna before 
He lifted Shri Giriraj ji. They told their beloved sakha, “Kanhaiya! 
If you uproot this Kadamba tree then we will be convinced that you 
can lift Shri Giriraj ji.” As soon as Shri Krishna tried to uproot the 
Kadamba tree, the sakhas showing their confidence in their beloved 
sakha Shyam said, “Brother! You are right, you can lift Shri Giriraj 
ji.” That tree reminding of its memory is worth seeing even today. 

There is the darshan of the four armed form of the Lord here. 
Ksheer sagar, Narayana Sara, Balbhadra kund and Laxmi koop are 
worth a visit. 


Bachha Gaon 

Bachha gaon is about three miles to the south of Paintha. 
Kanaka Sagar, Sahasra Kund, Ram Kund, Rawari kund, Makhan Chor 
Thakur and Vatsa Bihari Thakur the protector of his calves are worth 
seeing here. 

Ganthauli 

trqj fTlfa tfa 3 ft It I 

^#1 "Htfe fevfT II 

(¥TO JO) 

The romp and revelry of Holi in Braj fills everyone with 
intoxication. Children, young boys, old people, young girls filled 
with renewed enthusiasm become ecstatic and elated. The wave of 
love and passion of Holi spread in the whole Nature becomes crazy 
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by absorbing within itself some rasa wave of these crazy rasikas. 
Someone has said- 

fr ^ wt, far ir wr i 

SR' eft 3i^<H| II 

Drums started playing. Shyam Sundar came over with the 
colour filled pichakari (a syringe or squirt filled with colored water) 
drenching the hearts of the Braj maidens with rasa. Getting the darshan 
of this wonderful scene, Bhaktimati Usha behen ji expressed- 

3FT% t R SfffTf ^ 
fvfir II 

31% R% ?k MNd t, 

% ’H U uRsl’1 I 

^ ki ■^r^Fr t, 

H’ddH spfrc %XT || 

Shyam Sundar came over with the sakhis. Euphoric with the 
exuberant waves of Holi the Braj maidens with these two crazy 
Rasik started swaying. The rasa crazy Yugal coloured with red and 
pink powder became new and different. Knowing that the tender and 
delicate Kishori was fatigued Priyatam calmed down for a while. A 
pause was seen in that romp and revelry of colours. Priya ji came and 
sat down on a rock. The wave of exuberance in Priyatam was still 
active. Being emotionally helpless in rasa, He also came and sat next 
to Her. Sakhis thought of a game. Quietly they tied a knot in their 
clothes and kept savouring that sweetness. When both of them tried 
to get up, noticing the knot and understanding the play of marriage 
celebration, both were filled with the colour of love. The love of 
the heart erupted. Shri Radha lowered Her eyes in embarrassment. 
Because of the gantha (knot) that was tied in the clothes, this place 
came to be known as Ganthauli. 

The devotee of Shrinathji, ‘Patho Gujari’ was from here. The 
fields of this milkmaid were in the foothills of Shri Giriraj ji. When 
she used to go to her fields, Shrinathji would steal her bread and eat. 
She was the recipient of Shrinathji’s grace. 

‘Jahan Ashtachhap Gawe, Tahan Lalita Been Tatha Shyam 
Pakhawaj Bajawe’ As per this saying pakhawaji ( drummer) Shri 
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Shyam ji and his daughter Lalita both of them used to play their 
instruments during the padagan of Shrinathji. It is said that Shrinathji 
used to come to Ganthauli to listen to Shyam pakhawaji and to the 
lute of Lalita. 

Nearby is the Gulal kund. 

Gulal Kund 

^ tr ipvnrr ^ 1 

AAAlT II 

WO JO) 

The festival of Holi causes the emotions to swell and overflow. 
It intoxicates the Rasik Shekhar, His beloved Shri Radha and Her 
bodily manifestations, these Braj maidens with the colour of intense 
love and passion. The intoxicated stupor caused by the colour of 
intense love and passion became more and more radiant after getting 
soaked with the colour of rasa. The sky was covered with the clouds 
of red and pink powder. The mind, body and clothes were drenched in 
them. Sakhis invited their beloved Shri Radha for Holi. 

‘3T% %f^T # tt WT I 

With water syringes filled with colored water and pink powder 
(gulal) in hand, filled with renewed exuberance and with an intense 
yearning to meet their Beloved, these maidens dressed themselves up. 
Colours of Holi began colouring them. They moved on. 

tfl ftxMMRn Fft rFT tfrfi I 

flfevT tFETSI rfR Tfi SKfcT II’ 

As the syringes started spraying the colours, the hearts of the 
maidens started overflowing. Filled with a novel rasa upon getting 
the closeness of the Priyatam, their hearts began wishing to loose 
themselves in it. Filling their hearts with the nectarful exuberance 
dripping from the wicked sidelong glances of their beloved, they are 
etching it there. 

^ Tjft SRA ^mPh SpT At AFSAt ! Tfl 3HK I 
^FT flPl 4Hcl AfcRT Tfl Av^l< II 

In the game of Holi these damsels are looking intoxicated, 
drunk and their love intoxicated Rasik Shekhar, in the mood of Holi, 
restless to unite with His beloveds is gushing and erupting. Looking 
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at such colour soaked Yugal and the Braj maidens, Shri Nandadas ji 
said- 

<£r ifc i’ 

These playful players entered the water to take a bath. That 
romp and revelry of Holi did not get restrained even now. Due to the 
continuous spraying of water, stained by the colour of their blessed 
bodies, this kund became coloured with the colour of gulal. Since then 
it is called Gulal kund. 

Even today during Holi, the intense love and passion scattered 
here soaks the devotees with rasa. 

Toad Ki Ghano 

This is a dense forest. Due to the fear of the attacks of the 
Yavans, many times Shrinathji was brought and hidden here. 

Ridiculing sweetly for going to this thorny forest Shri 
Kumbhandas ji complained to Shrinathji 

Wlfa cfl% Htf ^ *ETT I 
cpfST ^ ^ I II 

vfarfr ^ i 

ar w? # tf^r n 

Due to being a dense forest, this place is called Toad Ki Ghano. 
This place was very dear to Shrinathji. 
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THE OTHER NEIGHBOURING SITES 

1. Dyoserasa (Deva sheersha sthan) 

2. Samarikhera 

3. Paramdara 

4. Adi Badri 

5. Navaneeta parwat 

6. Godrishti van (Guhana) 

7. Budhei Badri 

8. Kanwaro 
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eMWj+eH I 

?HT iT^T ^Rt ! TTR - *fl# II 1 

(3TTO JTTO qo) 

Describing love in Bhakti Sutra, Shri Narad Ji has shown the 
highest form by saying ‘ Yatha Braj Gopikanam’ i.e. like that of Braj 
damsels. Gopis are the embodiments of love. Their love is selfless 
love. Their love has become refined and pure only for the happiness 
and pleasure of Shri Krishna. <i)t<l+U u ll ^l+i ^T^FTfRT T^THT” 

The Love of Gopis that has blossomed and become nourished within 
the boundaries of ‘Tatsukhe Sukhitwam’ (in your happiness lies my 
happiness) has been called Kam. This word Kam is neither worldly 
nor produced by passion or desire. Kam had already been burnt to 
ashes by Lord Shankar. Shri Krishna has in fact given him a new lease 
of life. Hundreds and hundreds of Kamdev start rolling on the ground 
just at the darshan of Shri Krishna. This ‘Kam’ is extremely pious and 
pure. Shri Krishna Leela can be experienced only by the sadhakas 
of siddhawastha. Love exists where there is no trace of worldliness, 
no entry of selfishness, no desire for self happiness and where there 
is surrender and only surrender for the beloved. After becoming 
surrendered to Shri Krishna completely and totally, that love only has 
been expressed as “Kam” in the worldly language. 

One saint from Shri Krishna’s Leela parikar showing the glory 
of Shri Krishna love has said, ‘Only and only he, who has renounced 
all the worldly desires, can be the enjoyer of Shri Krishna Kam.’ He 
further says- 

“This Kam is beyond description. There is no trace of worldly 
desire or passion in this. The entire chastity and the purity of the 
world roll at the feet of this Kam. Even the yogis beg for this Kam 
which is rare even for the demigods. Upon getting even a single drop 
of this, a being becomes content and satisfied. The One who grants 
‘Kam ’ (desire) even to ‘Kam\ Cupid) is only Madhurya Rasa Sagar 
Ananda Kanda (an ocean of the rasa of sweetness and the source of 
bliss) Nandanandan. Countless worlds are created and destroyed by 


1. The fourth vana called Kam van is best amongst all vanas. O Devi! The one who 
goes in this van is venerated in My Dham. 
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the movement of His eye brows. That Rasik Shiromani Nandanandan 
remains engaged in vihar with these milkmaids intoxicated with 
rasa. The fulfiller of the Kam of these Kaminis (beautiful women) is 
this Kamneeya (desirable and beautiful) Krishna alone. The worldly 
intellect has no access there. There is only the divine group of Kaminis, 
divine Kam Kishore and the flow of divine Kam. It is an unfailing 
weapon to destroy the material Kam 

This Kam grows constantly because the nature of love also is to 
grow constantly. To imagine the presence of even a trace of any kind 
of material Kam in Braj damsels is profoundly sinful and will cause 
one’s downfall. There is no selfish interest in these Braj maidens. All 
the actions that they perform are for Shri Krishna alone. They dress 
and adorn themselves only with the intention to please Shri Krishna. 
They store milk, yogurt and butter carefully, only because Shri Krishna 
will savour them. The purpose of going to the ghats, to the pathways, 
to the ha nks of Yamuna or to Vanshibata is only to give happiness to 
Shri Krishna. They are Krishnamayi, ‘Jit dekho Tit Shyammayi Hai’ 
i.e. anywhere they see, they only see Shri Krishna, they are so fully 
immersed in Him. They live and breathe only for Shri Krishna. In 
one voice it will have to be said that any emotion that naturally aids 
in leading towards Shri Krishna, only that is love or the purest Kam, 
everything else besides that is impersonation and is worth renouncing. 

Shri Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami says- 

tfrfcT cIK «FBT •TPT I 

^'flftr WIT ^TTR II 

I 

wm 3TSRTR WWf II 

3R!TTcr TfpftTFT R ^ faRK I 
^ RfR II 

The selfless kamana (desire) of these Braj gopis falls within the 
pure Kam because their main objective is only to give happiness to 
their beloved. 

In their Love, there is not even a trace of the desire of satisfying 
their own senses. Therefore showing their pure love as the total and 
absolute surrender of the feelings of their hearts, it has been expressed 
as ‘Kam’. The Kam of the gopis is the pleasing desire to attain Shri 
Krishna. At one place Shri Vallabha Rasik ji is saying, “Kam roop bin 








177 


KAMVAN - Chapter Four 


prema na hoyi. Kamroop jahan prema na soyi.” i.e. until and unless 
all the desires of a sadhaka get focused at one place, how can that be 
love. And without Kam there can be no love. When Love happened, 
then the desire for self satisfaction and self pleasure dissolved, at that 
time the question of Kam itself did not remain. Therefore the love 
can last only on the foundation of ‘Tatsukhei sukhitwam The shining 
examples of this are the Braj maidens. 

This is the place where the Kam or the desires of the Braj gopis 
are bom and the place where those desires are pacified by Shri Krishna 
in various ways, therefore it is called Kamvan. 

Where the desires or the Kam of Braj maidens and others bear 
fruit that is Kamvan. 

This is one of the main Leela sites of Braj. ‘Kamvan’ has 
also been called the Adi Vrindavan. Vrindadevi resides here. The 
boundaries of Shri Vrindavan are stretched far and wide. Shri Giriraj 
ji, Barsana, Nanda gram are considered within the boundaries of Shri 
Vrindavan. All the sites of Braj connected with one or the other Leela 
are related to Shri Krishna. 

The Kamvan described in the Mahabharat is also believed 
to be this one. The Pandavas had stayed here during the agyatwas 
(residence at an unknown or a secret place which no one can discover). 
Many such sites can be seen in the present Kamvan that prove their 
connection with Mahabharat. The statues of five Pandavas are here. 

Dharma Koop and Dharma Kund named after Dharmaraj 
Yudhishthir are famous. This place seems to be connected with the 
Pandavas. 

This is also believed to be the site of the siddhi of King Kamsen. 

There are many tirthas, lakes, and kunds here. The temples of 
Shri Gopinath ji, Gokul Chandrama ji, Madan Mohan ji are worth 
seeing. 

The Lord of Kamvan is Shri Gopinath ji. 

Significance 

CRT: HTTRPTT farat I 

(^FO <JO) 

O Maharaj ! After that there is Kamyavan, where you had 
arrived in your childhood. Just by bathing in this vana all desires are 
fulfilled. 
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Where all the desires are fulfilled easily, that alone is Kamvan. 
As per Vishnu Puran there are countless tirthas here. Eighty 
four tirthas, eighty four temples and eighty four pillars built by king 
Kamsen are here. It is also believed that the demigods and the demons 
had built the one hundred and sixty eight pillars together. 


Vimal Kund 


faTRTRT ^ 5=T | 

Wtm H^lcl W°TF^ RR ^ II 1 2 

(3TTO mo) 


'Rf TTH 


(wo mo wo) 


ii 3 

(TFT 4/7/25) 


The name of the king of Champak city in Sindhu kingdom was 
Vimal. He had no child. By the grace of Shri Yagyavalkya ji, the six 
thousand queens of the king gave birth to many girls. All these girls 
were the women residents of Ayodhya during Shri Ramawatar who had 
been reassured by the Lord. On the suggestion of Shri Yagyavalkya 
ji King Vimal sent his emissary in search of the suitable groom (Shri 
Krishna) for his beautiful daughters. The emissary came to Mathura 
city. 

Everybody lived in terror in Mathura because of the fear of 
Bhojraj Kansa. Secretly that emissary learnt out about the killing of 
the six sons of Vasudev ji and the going of the seventh daughter in the 
sky. 

Bhisma ji arrived there suddenly and revealed the entire 
incident. The emissary then went and had the darshan of Shri Krishna 
at the bank of Yamuna ji in Vrindavan and felt blessed. 


1. Vimal Kund is the destroyer of all sins. The one who dies at this Kund certainly 
attains my Dham. 

2. All tirthas live in Braj. In Kamyavan the very best Vimal Kund is there, by bathing 
in which one attains the Vaishnava pada. Therefore Vimal kund is endowed with 
qualities as per its name. 

3. In this way liberating the king Lord Shri Krishna Himself came to Braj mandal 
along with the king’s daughters. 
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Upon getting the invitation of King Vimal, Shri Krishna reached 
Champak city and taking the daughters of the King with Him came 
back to Braj mandal. All these girls became engaged in playing the 
ball game with Lord Krishna in this beautiful Kamyavan. After that 
Shri Krishna assumed as many number of forms as there were the 
daughters and performed Ras with them. 

In that Ras mandal, this kund filled with the tears of joy of these 
Vimal daughters became famous as Vimal kund. 

All the sins of a person is destroyed by having darshan of, by 
worshipping and by drinking from the Vimal kund. 

Besides this there is another famous hearsay about the 
appearance of Vimal kund. 

During chaturmas (the four months of rainy season) all 
tirthas live in Braj. Once when Pushkar ji didn’t come, Shri Krishna 
remembered Yogamaya. It is said that, at once water appeared in 
the earth and one beautiful woman appeared from that water. This 
beautiful woman was vimal i.e. pure and free from any kind of 
blemish or flaw (mal). Therefore Shri Krishna gave her a boon, “You 
will be worshipped as Vimala devi from today and this place taking 
the shape of a kund will become famous by your name. Whosoever 
will bathe in this kund will become free from all the sins and his mind 
and intellect will become pure. He will receive the fruit of bathing in 
Pushkar seven times.” Since then this kund has become famous as 
Vimal kund. 

This is in the south west quarter of the village. The sight is 
beautiful. Around the kund are the temples of Dau ji, Suryadev, Neel 
Kantheswar Mahadev ji, Shri Gowardhannath ji, Shri Madangopal 
ji, Shri Kamvan Bihari, Shri Vimala devi, Shri Muralimanohar, Shri 
Ganga ji and Shri Gopal ji. 

Shri Jaikrishnadas Baba (Vimal kund) 

He was a devotee of the highest order. He used to live at Vimal 
kund and lead his life on madhukari. His mental service had become 
siddha. Once he was engaged in his service. Suddenly he became 
restless. He came out of his hut. He saw cows and cowherds all 
around the kund. He was stunned to see such an enchanting sight. 
Shri Krishna, Bahama and the other cowherd boys insistently asked 
for water from him and drank it. He went back inside the hut. Once 
inside, the intense desire to see that sight again started making him 
restless. 

When he came out to see them again, there were no cows or 
the cowherds. He felt distraught and sad. While he was dwelling in 
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these thoughts, he had a feeling that Shri Krishna is saying, “I will 
come to you tomorrow.” That is what happened. An old lady came 
with an idol of Gopal next day and expressing her inability, entrusted 
it to Baba. That idol of Shri Gopal continued to gratify him forever. 
His worship of madhurya rasa had become siddha. It is said that when 
he entered the eternal abode, his last words were, “Where is my long 
skirt, my phariya (short shirt worn by the girls)?” 

Charan Kund 

Shri Shyam Sundar and Shri Shri Radha Rani, who are the 
embodiment of the essence of shringdr rasa, once suddenly during a 
Leela came and sat down here and started throwing the water out of the 
kund with their legs and kept playing games. After washing the legs 
they became engrossed in rasa, steeped in some blissful memories. 

Since then this place anointed and besprinkled with the dust of 
the feet of both Yugal is famous as Charan kund. 

Nearby are Vaidyanath Mahadev ji, Vishnu Sinhasan, Garud ji, 
Chandra Bhasa Kund, Chandreshwar Mahadev, Varaha Koop, Varaha 
Kund, Yagya Kund and Dharma Kund. 

Dharma Kund 

trf spf spf WT HI<M«| I 
t^TT RTNT *TT II 

l*TO JO) 

Here Lord Narayana is virajman in the form of dharma and 
expounds on dharma. This beautiful tirtha is very famous. Bathing 
here on the eighth day of the dark fortnight of the month of Bhadra is 
particularly significant. 

Nearby are Narayana Kund, Panchapandav, Neel Varaha, Shri 
Hanuman ji and Panchapandav Kund. 

Manikarnika 

The power and influence of Vishwanath Lord Shankar at 
Manikarnika is known to all. 


Shri Yashoda Kund 

RtHJTfiTT cprg- I 
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Shri Vallabhacharya ji saw Shri Madhusudan and Shri Yashoda 
kund. Shri Krishna, the son of Shri Yashoda ji used to come here from 
Nanda gram. 

^ ^ WT I 

('fro jo) 

In Prakat Leela, cattle grazing is a daily practice of Shri Krishna. 
To go for grazing is not necessary for Brajraj, but it is of course an 
excuse. Once one sakhi describing her mental state said to another- 

*nt wi ! w wfe i 

3FsRRT, °icK4l, RfT II 

Shri Krishna goes for grazing to acknowledge and caress the 
feelings of His beloveds and to provide happiness to them. And these 
maidens come to the forest nikunja making various excuses to savour 
the beauty of their Jeewan Sarvaswa, sometimes on the pretext of 
selling the yogurt and milk, sometimes on the pretext of fetching 
the water from the river bank. And then this Braj Jana Manranjan 
(One who delights the mind of Brajwasi) Shri Shyam Sundar drowns 
himself and drowns them in the sweet waves of rasa. 

After getting up in the morning, Shri Krishna gets engaged 
in the preparations of cattle grazing. The cows, cowherds, cowherd 
children, everybody’s eyes remain restless to savour the beauty of their 
Jeewan Sarvaswa Krishna. How can the maiya full of love bear His 
absence for so long? She sends the meal with one or the other sakha 
or sakhi and sometimes she herself comes to see Kanhaiya in order to 
quench the thirst of her eyes. The love of the mother forcibly attracts 
Shri Krishna and from where ever He is, He comes to Maiya. He 
blesses her restless waiting by running and clinging to her. Fostering 
this very vatsalya rasa of maiya, this place of union of Shri Yashoda 
and Kanhaiya is famous as Yashoda Kund. 

By bathing here the love for Shri Krishna increases. 

Shri Narad Kund 

’TR^' >TR^ I 

fvl tTgr SJtH ^P^R #5TT II 

(¥TO JO) 
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Shri Narad ji is called the heart of the Lord. His veena remains 
resonant with the songs of Leela of Shri Krishna. In its every sound 
only Shri Krishna name is heard. Shri Narad ji after coming to Braj 
and after drinking the sweetness of Shri Krishna’s beauty, became 
entranced. The eight satvika bhav appeared in his body. He became 
restless for Shri Krishna darshan. Always honouring every call of 
His intimate devotees, Nandanandan blessed him by giving him His 
darshan. 

Setubandha Kund 

wt sftqr i 

flflMdKoTHl ^fPTET II 

<s£r f^Pci^ii) 

Everyone was engaged in the amusements, the enjoyments and 
merry making. Brajwasis expressed their desire of doing the darshan 
of the Leelas of the Treta Yuga to Shri Krishna. It is said that Shri 
Krishna playing all those Leelas, granted Brajwasis the power to 
perceive all of them. 

That very site is famous as Setubandha Kund. 


Luka Luka Kund 




cj^cK^H 

( ! *h) =i wt n - 


Acharya ji came to Luka Luka kund after having the darshan of 
Padma tirtha. Shri Krishna had performed the ‘hide and seek’ Leela 
here. 


TpTTT f^lli I 

dW wW II 

Luka Luka cave is here where Shri Krishna hid Himself and 
then appeared on the mountain and played His flute. 

Pranayi Braj Kishore, His beloved Shri Radha and the Braj 
maidens always remain engrossed in rasa with the help of novel 
rasa events and arrangements. These rasa events are organized and 
arranged by the rasa adepts Braj maidens. 

Today the hide and seek Leela was organised. The location was 
determined. With all her sakhis Raseshwari Shri Radha ji came to this 
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secluded and deserted place. Priyatam also arrived in this dense forest 
area. First turn was to be given by Priyatam. Sakhis went into hiding. 
Shri Krishna started searching. Shri Radha went and hid in a nikunja 
with her intimate sakhis Shri Lalita and Vishakha. While searching 
Priyatam also came up to that nikunja and kept pretending to search 
on one side. When it was quite late, Lalita and Vishakha came out of 
the nikunja to look for the Priyatam and continued walking ahead. 
Rasiya Nagar saw them and guessing that Priya ji is in that nikunja 
Fie went inside and touched Kishori ji who was absorbed in thoughts. 
Kishori ji Who had been waiting and was engrossed startled by the 
touch. Both of them drowned in the special eruption of rasa. This 
place was blessed and preserving the sweet memories of this Leela 
in its atmosphere, it is distributing that rasa with abandon even today. 

Nearby is Kamalakar Sarowar. Next to that is Jal krida kund. 
There are Dhyan kund and Tapta kund. All the sins of the Vaishnavas 
who bathe here are destroyed. Flere Shri Krishna had become 
overwhelmed in the meditation (dhyan) of Shri Radha. 

Charan Pahadi 

31% ft "SRT TITft I! 

TifNId WT II 

TPT T # cTT tfRT I 

*r 5 ra' n 

W\ vlfvRT vfFRTft I 
tkf fafRT ^ rR fam f^Fdl^ II 

While engaged in amusements, enjoyment and merry making 
with sakhas during cattle grazing, how and when Shyam Sundar left 
and went to Charan Pahadi, they did not come to know. Sakhas started 
looking for their cows and Nandanandan Shyam Sundar came to 
Charan Pahadi to honour the love steeped feelings of Braj maidens 
who were restlessly and impatiently waiting for Flim. 

The breeze started playing with His pitambar. The fluttering 
yellow pitambar came within the sight of the sakhis from far. Finding 
their Jeewan Sarvaswa alone and understanding the fluttering of 
pitambar to be His rasa invitation, they all came there. Making their 
eternal friend and Mistress Sri Radha sit next to Priyatam they began 
drinking their exquisite beauty. 

Sometimes they would admire the dangling of Shyam Sundar’s 
crown and sometimes they would sing praises of the head ornament 












184 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


of Priya ji. They started extolling the blue sari of Priya ji that was 
enhancing the beauty of the pitambar of the Priyatam. They started 
singing the praises of their rasaful eyes. They started discussing 
the sweetness of their beautiful form. They started speaking about 
the beauty of His garland and Priya ji’s bead necklace. Not only 
this, while talking about the beauty, they became absorbed in it 
themselves. The rasa crazy Yugal drowned in their own rasaful 
memories. 

Up until when this rasaful keli of the sweetness of beauty kept 
flowing and when the crazy Yugal and their sakhis, unconscious of 
the world and themselves returned to their homes, nobody came to 
know. The rock of this hill, feeling excessive love upon hearing those 
praises, melted and imprinted the foot prints of the beloved on its 
heart. That rasaful Leela site called Charan Pahadi is virajman even 
today in the form of the meeting place of Shyam Sundar and the Braj 
maidens. 

Vihaval Kund 



ipiT TTFt II 


(40 JO) 

The sound of the flute forcibly attracts the hearts and the minds. 
How is it possible for these maidens to remain at home, when Priyatam 
is calling them giving rasa invitation by means of the sweet songs. 
The sound of the flute not only transmits rasa in their souls but also 
makes them forget themselves. Once they hear the sound of the flute, 
the minds and the hearts of these maidens start squirming to unite with 
the beloved and they become impatient and restless to meet with Him. 

Priya ji heard the sweet melodious sound of the flute. Startled 
and enchanted She followed the sound and reached a nikunja. The 
desire for the nearness of Priyatam was growing every moment. She 
became restless and overwhelmed (vihaval). Attracted by Priya ji’s 
overwhelmed state, this Charming Lover kept looking at the waves of 
love dancing on Her face. Even He could not bear to wait any longer 
and came near Her. Who could say anything about that extremely 
blissful proximity. Only these two know about it or we can ask this 
secluded place which has carefully preserved those rasa drops of love 
as legacy. 
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Since then the place is called Vihaval kund. Nearby are Shyam 
Kund, Lalita Kund, Vishakha Kund, Man Kund, Mohini Kund and 
Balbhadra Kund. 

Pichhalini Shila 

, T4tT ^ PrasW faRT I 
trsTT W W II 

C^TO JO) 

To get a glimpse of Shri Krishna, the Lord of the universe, 
Who is the condensed form of bliss, the yogis and the ascetics do 
penance for years and are still not able to attain Him, that very 
Supreme being, the One whose all desires are fulfilled, is insisting 
with maiya with tear filled eyes to help Him cross the threshold of 
the door of Nanda baba’s house. Isn’t the love strange? Subjugated 
by this love Nandanandan dances, just for a cup of butter milk, 
giving divine bliss to the gopis. Today that friend Kanhaiya with His 
devout sakhas is taking pleasure by sliding again and again (fisalan) 
on this smooth and slippery rock. 

This ‘Fisalini shila’, witness to His sakhya Leela blessed by the 
touch of the Lord, is giving divine happiness to us even today. 

Kam Sarowar 

cTT 4H lT'H ^ 

(^FO <TO) 

The Gopikaraman Sarowar is present in the Kamvan. In the 
same Kamyavan separate lakes of the each of the thousands of the 
tirthas are present. 

Who can give the account of the good fortune of these eternally 
pure bodied Braj maidens? Every moment of theirs is dedicated to 
the happiness of Shri Krishna. They chum the yogurt only with the 
thought that Shri Krishna will have it. In the house, markets or the 
streets they wait for Him devotedly. Subjugated by the love of His 
beloveds Nandanandan accepts, honours and lovingly fondles each 
and every single feeling of their hearts. Their desires involve only 
Shri Krishna and are only for Shri Krishna, they live only on this hope 
and faith. 

Shri Krishna is their very own and they are always His. 
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Kam of these gopis is the pure Kam, the eternally pure Love. 
Since there is not even a trace of self enjoyment or self gratification, 
it is pure uncontaminated Love. In their love there is no foul smell 
of worldliness and not even a trace of physical attachment. All their 
desires involve only divine and pure love. Therefore they are the 
embodiments of love itself. 

The mutual vihar and rasa vilas of the Braj maidens is for the 
happiness and pleasure of Priyatam. Bound by this Shri Krishna 
Himself praises this love. 

The love which Shri N andanandan Himself is calling the purest, 
the place of that pure Kam, this site has become famous as Kam van. 

By bathing in this Sarowar all desires are fulfilled. 

Surabhi Kund (Baithak of Shri Vallabhacharya ji) 

The baithak of Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu ji is under the shami 
(lupine) tree near Shri Nanda Koop where the atmosphere of Shrimad 
Bhagwat is protecting the divinity of the site even today. 

Shrimadacharya came to Surabhi kund and was thinking of 
spending the night there when the priest said, ‘Maharaj! This place 
is not good. One ghost lives here. This ghost kills anybody who 
stays here. ’ After hearing this Acharya Prabhu remained quiet. In the 
morning when one devotee went to the kund to wash the clothes of 
Mahaprabhu, he saw the ghost. He screamed. Mahaprabhu ji related 
the tale of his previous birth- 

“This Brahmin used to live in Braj with opulence. He had 
taken back the land that he had donated. Because of this evil deed, he 
attained this ghost body.” After this, that Brahmin got liberated by the 
grace of Mahaprabhu ji. 

By bathing here, everybody’s desire is fulfilled. 

Nearby is Bhojanthali (There is a hearsay that Shri 
Shankaracharya ji had the darshan of the assembly of the cowherd 
friends of Shri Krishna here. Mutually having butter milk, putting 
morsels of food into each other’s mouth and snatching and grabbing 
from each other, immersed in bliss, the cowherd boys were having 
their meals with Sri Krishna here) where Shri Krishna had eaten food 
with the sakhas. 

Bajani shila, the place of Parashuram ji, Shantanu kund, 
Veda kund, Damodar kund, Gandharwa kund and Prithudak 
kund are here. Ayodhya kund, Shri Narsinha kund, Arghya kund, 
Madhusudan kund, Shri Rohini kund, Gopal kund, Godawari 
kund, Shri Devaki kund are all related to Shri Krishna Leela. 


KAMVAN - Chapter Four ' 

Vyomasur Gupha 

Shri Krishna is the embodiment of sweetness. He is sweet, 
He is the ocean of the essence of sweetness, the height of chapalya 
(iiirtatiousness) and is experienced by the chapalas (Braj maidens). 
He is Braj maidens’ very own, very very own Jeewan Sarvaswa. Shri 
Krishna is tenderer than tender who becomes bent just by the weight 
of the flute. But that very Shri Krishna on the other hand kills many 
great demons as well with His supernatural and divine powers. 

After killing Keshi, Shri Krishna became busy again in 
merrymaking and amusements with His sakhas and the cowherd boys. 
They started playing hide and seek. Some of the sakhas would pose as 
thieves and others would seek them. When they were fully engrossed 
in their game, one demon named Vyomasur sent by Kansa entered 
their group disguised as a cowherd. Lord Shri Krishna understood 
everything. That demon would mostly become the thief in the game 
and then catch the sakhas turn by turn and take them to a cave and 
imprison them there. Gradually when only four-five sakhas were left 
outside, Shri Krishna recognised and caught him. Vyomasur, the son 
of Mayasur displayed his actual form. Lord Krishna killed him and 
released His sakhas from the cave of the mountain. 

This place where Vyomasur was liberated is famous as 
Vyomasur Gupha. 

Nearby are Laxmi kund and Prahlad kund. 

Ratikeli Kund 

m Mi) i 

(WTO ’JO) 

Very beloved sakhi of Shri Krishna, Ratikeli bathes here daily. 
This kund created for her is capable of multiplying the fortune of all. 

Shri Kameshwar Mahadev 

O Kameshwar Mahadev! You are the fulfiller of desires and 
giver of riches. O Mahadev! You are the giver of liberation. Obeisance 
to you. 






i88 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


Kameshwar Mahadev is the fulfiller of all desires. What else 
can be the desire other than the desire for the love of Shri Krishna? 
Lord Mahadev is the giver of the pure kam for Shri Krishna after 
destroying all worldly desires. 

He is virajman in the north east quarter of the village in the 
form of a guardian. 

Gokul Chandrama ji (Shri Thakur Swaroop) 

Gracing a woman of a Kshatriya caste of Mahavan, this idol 
was found by her at the Brahmanda ghat from the sand of Shri 
Yamuna ji. That kshatrani surrendered it to Shrimanmahaprabhu 
Vallabhacharya ji. Acharya Prabhu entrusted the service to Shri 
Narayandas Brahmachari. After Shri Brahmachari ji attained the 
Goloka Dham, Shri Gokul Chandrama ji came to Shri Vithalnath 
ji for service. Later He was with Shri Raghunath ji, the fifth son of 
Shri Vithalnath ji. 

The descendants of Shri Raghunath ji took the deity to Jaipur 
first and then to Bikaner because of the fear of the Yavans. 

Now a days Shri Gokul Chandrama ji has become an attraction 
for all the Vaishnavas at Kamyavan. 

On the invitation of Shri Gokulnath ji during Annakoot, Shri 
Thakur ji stays at Jatipura for some time. 

Shri Madanmohan Ji 

Goswami Shri Vithalnath ji had entrusted the service of this 
Thakur idol to his seventh son Shri Ghanshyam ji. The descendants 
of Shri Ghanshyam ji took the deity to Jaipur to save Him from the 
atrocities of Yavans and later to Bikaner due to the lack of proper 
arrangements. 

When Shri Gokul Chandrama ji came to Kamvan, Shri 
Madanmohan ji also came to Kamvan. Up until now He is virajman 
here only. 

We have read the significance of the main sites of Kamvan, now 
let us enjoy the Leelas related to the sites in the vicinity. 

Dyauseirasa (Devashirsha Sthan) 

3TK ^ oflW arfrf I 

WT II 


(¥TO JO) 
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With His sakhas Sridama, Subal, Madhumangal and others Shri 
Krishna comes here every day for cattle grazing. The demigods once 
wished to have the darshan of Shri Krishna and His cowherd friends. 
As it couldn’t be had in the Devalok they all came down to Braj. They 
were astounded to see the ocean of the essence of beauty and sweetness 
Shri Krishna resplendent amongst the cowherd boys. The Lord of the 
universe in the guise of an ordinary cowherd was wandering in the 
forests of Braj behind the cows calling ‘Heeho, Heeho.’ 

This place becoming famous as Devashirsha Sthan is repeating 
the past history even today. This is about five miles to the north of 
Lathavan. Muda seiras ( Muni shirsha sthan ) is also nearby, about 
four miles from Lathavan. 


Samari Khera (Samihi Khera, Suryapatan van ) 


ffftfft i 
FFTFirf ^rf ff w f ii 

TTFFTF wt aJUlHSKuiHM: | 
Ftft FF FF FFlFTt II 


(SUptoM T°) 


Please come here for a visit on the twelfth day of the dark 
fortnight of the month of Shrawan (July-Aug). In the Treta yuga due 
to the fear of Ravan, Surya Narayana descended here and took the 
refuge of Shri Ram ji. That is why this place is called Suryaprapat van. 

According to a hearsay, Shri Kris hn a’s dear sakhi Samari sakhi 
was also related to this village. 

There are Gopal kund, Gopal Temple, Surya kund and the 
darshan of Bihari ji. 


Paramdara (Pramodana) 

FTFFTTFTFFTF ^flFT'R: F^FFFT I 
FF FT: TTSTITT^^TFt^ II 

(^fr^wT'*T fePw) 

Who can describe the ever new keli of Shyam Sundar, who is 
always fond of novelty and newness. The rasikas have tried to express 
their feelings a little by saying ‘Kshanei-kshanei navam-navam ‘ 
i.e. with every moment the beauty and the Leela is new. The waves 
of pleasure and enjoyment overflow from every part of the body of 
Shri Krishna. If the hearts of the devotees drown in sweetness just by 
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speaking or listening to the Leela story, then it is not u nn atural to get 
maddened by drinking the beauty in person. Kanhaiya on one hand is 
being stubborn with maiya for butter and sugar candy and on the other 
hand He is eating butter from the pot and distributing it generously. 
At times He is wandering in the courtyard of Shri Nandarai ji creating 
beautiful sound with his anklets. This fortune of maiya Yashoda is 
eternal. This Rasiya Nagar engaging in various games with His dear 
sakhas keeps drenching the Brajwasis in bliss. It seems as though 
the very stream of mutual banter, laughter and jokes is swelling and 
gushing forth. 

The Braj maidens witness to each of His Leela are His eternal 
companions. Their discussion of madhur rasa is unique. This sweet 
discussion, becoming profound, submerges them in the rasa of love. 
These maidens are nourished by and soaked in those very rasaful 
waves even today. 

This place which gives bliss to them by amod pramod i.e. 
ecstatic delight and amusement is famous as Pramodana or Paramdara. 

This is the place of Shridama sakha. Krishna sarowar and Priya- 
Priyatam Ke Baithne Ki Sthali are worth visiting. To the east of the 
village is Charan Kund. 


Adi Badri 

dKlduf) WPMmT I 

ftrcr«r: ^frSTrBrr: II 

(s^TwTiT ftfariPT) 

This is said to be the place of penance of Shri Badrinarayan 
ji. Only Shri Krishna’s intimate devotees have the right to enjoy the 
madhur Leelas of the Lord. All the other demigods do not get the 
darshan even after engaging in many austerities and penance unless 
graced by Shri Krishna Himself. 

Covered with trees and mountain ranges on all sides, the sight 
of this extremely beautiful secluded place is enchanting. Looking at 
the beauty and the reality of this place one is reminded of the Badri 
Dham. 

Shri Krishna manifested many tirthas in Braj for His intimate 
devotees and enhanced the pride and honour of Braj. 

Once all the Brajwasis wished to have the darshan of Lord 
Badrinarayan. When Shri Krishna came to know about this He told 
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Nandarai ji, “Baba! Shri Badrinarayan ji is virajman in Braj itself.” 
Shri Krishna brought Shri Nandarai ji and other Brajwasis to this 
place and gave them the darshan of Shri Badrinarayan ji. 

This place is famous as Adi Badri. Alaknanda is also flowing 
here. Nearby is Seoo gram and Saugandhi shila. 

Navneet Parwat (Kadamba Kanan) 

ttsRTii 

c^ro jo) 

The sweet scent of Kadamba trees, their uniqueness, their 
denseness, is famous at many places in Braj. Who can speak of the 
fortune of Kadamba tree? Kadamba, by becoming a part of the 
shringar of Shri Krishna, Shri Radha and the sakhis, has become 
blessed. Under these dense Kadamba trees Priya-Priyatam with their 
sakhis remain engrossed in rasa vihar and vilas. The Kadamba trees 
are also very useful to these maidens during the festival of swings. In 
the festival of swings prelude to many many rasa episodes get created. 

Nearby is Dhaval Parwat also kn own as Navneet Parwat. 
Neel Parwat is also nearby. Reminding us of the dark and pale 
complexioned Priya and Priyatam both of them are located close to 
each other. 

Nearby on the way to Kamvan from Paramdara, the Indrauli 
gram is situated. It is said that Devaraj Indra had felt content and 
satisfied by meditating on Shri Krishna here. 

Guhana (Godrishti van) 

Shri Krishna along with His sakhas remains engrossed in 
various amusements here during cattle grazing. Somewhere Shyam 
Sundar is getting absorbed discussing various tricks and maneuvers 
with Subal sakha and somewhere the assembly of cowherd boys gets 
engrossed in making delightful plans to loot milk and yogurt. 

In such a case, it is not u nn atural for the cows to wander off 
to a distance while grazing. At this very place the cowherds are 
herding them back by calling out their names. By evening the group 
of cowherds comes back to Nandagaon with their cows. 

This place is famous as Godrishti van. There are Shyam kund 
and Gopal kund here. 
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Budhei Badri 

A little ahead of Adi Badri in the middle of the mountain range 
and the dense forest Budhei Badrinarayan is virajman. This mountain 
range has also been called Gandha Madan Parwat Khand. Haridwar, 
Lachhaman jhula, Kankhal, Rishikesh etc tirthas are here. 

Kanavaro 

3ft «ftfcpfRT tfl ^TtJFT I 
TIFT cPT: ^IFT II 

(¥TO JO) 

Where do the other demigods and ascetics stand a chance, when 
it is not easy even for Devaraj Indra who is worshipped by demigods, 
to have darshan of Shri Krishna Leelas? Once sage Kanva desiring 
to have the darshan of Shri Krishna came to Braj because the Lord of 
the whole universe Shri Krishna was wandering in the forests of Braj 
with His sakhas and cows. Sage Kanva did penance due to which he 
attained the divine sight and had the darshan of Lord Shyam Sundar. 

Here, there are sage Kanva, Panihari Kund and Shri Krishna 
Kund. Khoha, Kamarakha, Alipur, Keshar Parwat, Shankhakoot 
Parwat, Maladevi Temple, Gauri Kund etc are other nearby places of 
interest. 
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THE OTHER NEIGHBOURING SITES 

1. Chakasauli 

2. Sunahara gram 

3. Uncha gram 

4. Reethaura 

5. Dabharo 

6. Kamai 

7. Karhala 

8. Pisayo (Pipasa van) 

9. Sahar (Sarika van) 

10. Anjnauka (Anjan van) 

11. Prem Sarowar 

12. Vihwal van 

13. Sankeit 
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WIT: IsMdloT 



*rT yfinrftnf sffcr, 

wit f^TsPr 11 

(ttstt gsnfbftn 

The weather is extremely pleasant. The dark clouds thronging 
and swarming from all around have overcast the entire sky. Nature is 
radiating the splendour of its beauty far and wide. Nearby, the place 
is resonating with the joyous sound of a peacock. Even the papiha 
expressing its glee, has become active. The cooing of the cuckoo has 
thrilled the entire site. Filled with certain rasaful memories Kishori 
Shri Radha coming out of her house started gazing at this sight from 
the terrace. The threefold breeze started playing with her clothes. 
Absorbing the sandal, kumkum and other fragrances anointed on her 
body, filled with intoxication, it became a little insane and then asking 
for the whereabouts of Nanda gaon started searching for Shyam 
Sundar. The touch of this intoxicated breeze osculated by the body 
of His beloved Shri Radha shook the Priyatam out of His trance and 
made Flim restless. Fie knew that “This intoxicating breeze is certainly 
blowing from Vrishbhanupur that is why I.... a certain rasafulness has 
made Me helpless.” Priyatam Shyam Sundar felt proud of His fortune. 
Not only proud Fie began considering himself blessed. Obeisance to 
the direction of that very Shri Vrishbhanunandini. 

Vrishbhanupur, the Leela site of Shri Radha, the beloved of Shri 
Krishna carrying the memories of many Leelas, blissful keli secrets, 
feelings and desires of the Yugal in its womb, is extremely venerable 
to the Vaishnavas. The earth, the lakes and the gardens here, Gahvar 
Van, Dangarh, Mangarh, Sankhari Khor and all the other sites here are 
the knower of the rasaful mysteries of keli. Not only the knower, these 
living and conscious sites of Nature are the instruments of the Leela of 
Priya ji. The blissful rasa vihar of the Yugal always remains in motion 
here. In fact, Nandanandan Shri Krishna always remains virajman 
near his beloved Shri Radha. The assistants in their rasaful keli, the 
sakhis upon getting their rasa signal, appear instantly, as though they 
were hiding right there. 
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3 FT ^ R 3 T, 





WfR^ff ^cFtESTeFTWR;U 1 

Without the merciful glance of Kishori Shri Radha, the sweet 
rasa cannot be experienced. Shri Krishna Himself remains intoxicated 
in Her love and yearns for the dust of Her feet. In fact Shri Radha 
and Shri Krishna are two grand jewels of the same ocean of rasa. 
For the purpose of experiencing bliss, assuming two bodies they are 
savouring the madhurya. 

Each and every site of Braj is related to one or the other Leela 
of the Yugal. 

■^r # =507 ^tfa Ptst stpt i 

3Tk TTS^ft, “H'HHl, II 

These four places are the personal and very own abodes of 
Priya-Priyatam. Mathura has the credit of being the birth place of Shri 
Krishna where as Vrindavan is famous for the madhurya filled Ras 
vihar of the Yugal. The same importance is given to Shri Nanda Gaon 
and Barsana also. 

Giving happiness to Shri Vrishbhanu baba and Kirtida j i with her 
sweet prattle, child Shri Radha blesses every place of Vrishbhanupur 
with the touch of Her feet. 

The delicate and tender darling of Shri Vrishbhanu baba, is 
pulling Shri Kirtida ji’s sari to awaken her and is asking- 

*rtr favfri ft i 

^t% 'SfPT TRf T ttft TF FtfcT WlfrT, 

TTT WtM *T ^ftf ft I 

snr-*iK % wrz Rt% 

^ici <i4j -fte sftf ft l 

Child Shri Radha has awakened before maiya and is asking her 
for butter. The sun is getting intense. Maiya is still resting but Shri 


1. Shri Radha is always virajman on the left side of Shri Krishna. She is served by 
thousands and thousands of sakhis possessing beauty and virtues similar to Her. I 
remember that Devi Shri Radha fulfiller of all desires. 
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Radha is hungry. Therefore She is asking for butter. How incredible is 
this strangeness of love . 

While on one hand the vatsalyamayi maiya and baba savouring 
the childhood pastimes of Shri Radha, are drowning in bliss, on the 
other hand the ocean of the essence of madhurya rasa, ever adolescent 
Shri Radha in spite of being an adept at sixty-four arts, is extremely 
innocent. On one hand with Her childish gestures Kirtikumari, making 
tinkling sound in the courtyard of Vrishbhanu baba is delighting 
everyone, on the other hand the mother of the universe Shri Radha 
is ever adolescent. Her Jeewan Sarvaswa Nandanandan is ever 
adolescent. This secret is known only by their devout sakhis or known 
a little by the devotee practitioners of madhur bhav. 

Shri Vrishbhanunandini is wandering sometimes slowly and 
sometimes quickly in the squares and the courtyards of the palace, 
reverberating them with the sweet melodious sound of Her anklets. 
At times the sweet sound of the bangles competing with the sound 
of the anklets can be heard. The movement of the garland seemingly 
following these sweet sounds is looking attractive. Many times in 
between She interacts with Her sakhis and at times She bursts into 
laughter. At times She waves the end of Her sari and at times she gets 
delighted looking at Her long skirt embroidered with glittering gems. 

Child Shri Radha looks resplendent in the laps of maiya or baba. 
Sometimes She covers Her face with maiya’s sari and sometimes She 
removes it. The Jeewan Sarvaswa of the Brajwasis Shri Radha is their 
priceless treasure. 

R>7?T WTTWT Rt^ TTSf RRR WTT I3FT Rt% ft I 

rr Wrt rf w rt ft 1 

R^sFF F% dtKHd TRRfa RF RS[ Rft ft I 

%R TjF %5fcT RST#T RF Rt% ft I 

RT, RRT # sRp <eff*T ^ff*T ^ gt^ ft I 

RR RlffR ^t RTW ^R# y|Pd 7RT RRRt^t ft I 

('qftfvTRfr ^TT ^fr> 

Shri Krishna comes to Vrishbhanupur from Nandagaon. Shri 
Kirtida ji indulges Him. After that the two eternal companions 
become absorbed in various games. All the Brajwasis savouring their 
childhood pastimes feel proud of their blessed fortune. 

Vrishbhanupur on one hand becomes resonant with the innocent 
prattle of child Shri Radha, on the other hand ever adolescent darling 
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of Brajraj Vrishbhanu drowning in rasa with Her Priyatam Brajraj 
Nandanandan in Gahvar vana, Sankhari khor, Vilasgarh, Mangarh, 
Dangarh and the other sites of sports and pastimes becomes absorbed 
in bliss. 

Surrounding closely are the villages of the eight sakhis, Shri 
Lalita, Vishakha, Chitra, Indulekha, Champaklata, Rangadevi, 
Tungavidya and Sudevi. 


Origin 


qyr^-dTlf7r«n^' tfc I 

Wfift of fTTTsfftfT II 

T: ^kTT«^k^|| 


The Lord said- 


(qqrr q^pjp 


cRTt 7 T^fT ^FTF^TW: I 

M4cH 'H'tf'H cf f?T RR std^l II 

q^ti'L^TT 11 

Shri Brahma ji prayed to Shri Hari at the end of Satyuga to see 
His madhurya abounding Leelas and divine Ras vilas with the Braj 
maidens. Shri Hari ordered Shri Brahma ji to go to Vrishbhanupur 
and reside there in the form of a mountain. “With that form you will 
be able to see all the Leelas. You will be able to especially savour the 
rasa of Holi and rainy season.” And that is what happened. Brahma ji 
came to Braj and fulfilled his eternal desire in the form of a mountain. 

The mountain range famous as Brahmagiri is that same 
mountain where Shree ji lives even today and is blessing it by the dust 
of Her feet. 


Tirtha Darshan 

^pFRTWRTfTpff t Tmt I ffawif WFT 'TFT 
^TWTf fbWMIbHdcl: I 4j Tm ^FTf^TR; I 

4Rrai , =p'"i<;4 r i+t, • ?T^TFTFt afr^FTFJ I 

4klMi W^rf I cR'TFft *#RTRFfRT ftrfR#?TPTT nf4<+L I 

fraif^FFT#dT I ^FFTfN?^, I %^F«Tvf I 

^ ^FFT; I TRFT^FT; I f^pFFTrFTt^FTt: ^TFLMlft 

^ttft i <5 )^hh4<4imR «fkmiHP^<H, i art i 
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1 i rr -w; i RRRrct 

R7: I RcRTRf I FRRTT^ fcpFfaRpfKf RRRR: I cT% 

rfjrtpr: i RRRRf i ?!iFT rft «flftf<K: i r% 

r p#f RRfa i 

(W WI) 

The mountains named Shri Vishnu and Shri Brahma are 
virajman opposite each other. On the right side is Brahma and on the 
left side is Vishnu Parwat. On the Brahma Parwat there is the temple 
of Shri Radha Krishna. Below is the temple of Vrishbhanu ji. In that 
there is darshan of Shri Vrishbhanu baba, Shri Kirtida ji and Shridama. 
Nearby is the temple of Priya ji with Shri Lalita ji. Shri Radha etc nine 
sakhis are virajman in that temple. 

On Brahma Parwat there are Dan Temple, Hindola Sthan, 
Mayur Kuti and Rasmandal. In the middle of the two mountains is 
the place called Sankari Khor. On the Brahma Parwat ahead of Shri 
Radha Temple is Leela Nrityamandal Sthali. Nearby is Vilas Temple. 
Next to that is Gahvar Vana. In the area below are Ras mandal, Shri 
Radha Sarowar and Dohini Kund. Near that is Mayur Sarowar made 
by Shri Chitralekha ji. Bhanu Sarowar, Maha Rudra Murti called 
Brajeishwari are there. On the left side is Kirti sarowar. The darshan 
of Yugal is there. 

The current name is Barsana. To the east of the village is Shri 
Bhanusara, in the west north quarter is Kirtida Kund and in the west 
south quarter is Vihar Kund (Tilak kund). Chaksauli gram and other 
tirthas are near Sankari Khor. 

Shri Radha Krishna Darshan 

RR cR flf RRT RR II 

(R'o wn 

The Love of Shri Radha and Shri Krishna is renowned in the 
world. Shri Vrishbhanu baba, Shri Kirtida ji, Shri Nanda baba and Shri 
Yashoda ji are always aware of this cord of love. This is an established 
relation in the play of Leela. Who has the capacity to describe the 
Ones who are eternal and immortal. Although the Rasikas have 
attempted to express their feelings a little by saying ‘Eka pran dwaya 
dehi’ meaning two bodies one soul, ‘Milei rahata mano kabhun milei 
na’ i.e. they always keep meeting each other as if they have never 
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met before, as if it’s the first time and ‘Dou chakor dou chandrama’ 
meaning both of them are chakor (the Indian red legged partridge 
which is enamoured of the moon) and both of them are moon. Those 
who are eternal, intoxicated and submerged in enjoying the bliss of 
union, they are seen meeting each other constantly for the pastime 
of Leela. The darling of Vrishbhanu baba Kishori comes over to 
Nanda gaon sometimes and the adornment of Braj Shri Krishna keeps 
coming and going from Nandagaon to Vrishbhanupur regularly. When 
the relation of love is intensely deep and profound, even a moment’s 
separation seems unbearable. 

Once in a mood of amusement, stirred by some intoxicated 
wave steeped in love, innocent Kishori shyly said to Priyatam, 
“Priyatam! Please always remain virajman with me in the city of my 
father, such is my earnest request to you, due to which my place will 
become dearer.” How could Shri Krishna refuse the request of His 
beloved Kishori Shri Radha. He accepted with delight. 

There are divine darshan of Priya-Priyatam in the temple. 
Nearby is another temple of Shri Radha-Krishna constructed by the 
king of Jaipur. 

Gahvar Van 



Gahvar van as per its name is a dense forest and is the secluded 
vihdr site of madhur Leelas of Priya ji. 

This place is touched, nurtured and nourished by the divine vilas 
of Priya-Priyatam, by the madhur solitary rasa vihar, by the waves of 
rasa of the sakhis that overflow due to the surge of divine passion and 
by their blissful rasa keli. 

Gahvar van, the dense forest has its own beauty. It is very dear 
to Kishori Shri Radha. When the chirping crowd of the sakhis wearing 
colourful dresses and ornaments come here through the dense rows of 
trees and dense alleys making the tinkling sound, the whole forest area 
starts resonating. This beautiful resonance converting into a special 
rasa becomes a prelude to the endless bliss of the sakhis. Bhaktimati 
Usha Behen ji kept wandering in that rasaful vihdr site. In her words - 


1. O the beautiful site, creator of the pastime of Shri Krishna called Gahawar! 
Obeisance to you. You are for the happiness of Gopiraman Shri Krishna. 
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^sT ! Ff'FTFF I 

yjtlH ftPTT f«IPK =RcT *1F II 
^ fer Mr ^Tft I 

?% ff^r fMr nft *j/F ff ii 

35F| <^I^T FYT +H6< I 
3TOTJ ^FTW W? II 

ff ff f?R Ff tfrt i 
RT TR^K Pw W II 

6^ ?% -siR sjsr ff ii 
m wi ^r *Rftr ^r^r i 
Febft *TFTT 3dtT FF II 

Met Met rt ft 3f«Rr i 

TFT TTTFFfa ^F#T TFT FF II 
#T F^T Mi 'Ftft SfW SJF TF II 

The eminent devotee Shri Hita Harivansh ji Maharaj experienced 
this very divine rasa keli. One sakhi saw the rasa crazy Yugal in some 
dense alley of Gahvar van, with their arms around each other engaged 
in vihar. Addressing another sakhi she said- 

^ T% TETT f^PT #fvT I 
Mr, faft, ttfft, 

Met Me f*t Mr ii 

Oh! How was that accumulation of beauty and sweetness ! A 
golden vine supported by a Tamal tree was looking resplendent. Or 
both of them trying to contain the intense forceful flow of love were 
looking emotionally helpless. This was not the site to remain careful, 
to control oneself and remain controlled. Both of them swaying in 
intoxication, started floating in the high waves of the ocean of rasa. 
When and how, these rasa waves taking them to the bottom of the 
ocean and setting up a prelude to the sport of love, drowned them 
even they did not come to know. The sakhis asking about the blissful 
account of those moments, became absorbed and lost. 

Even today this divine keli vilas is flowing in Gahvar van. Priya 
ji along with Her sakhis is always engaged in vihar here even today. 
The experiences of fortunate devotees as the witness to it, are the 
proofs. We should contemplate on them and wait for our turn. 
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Shri Kishori Ali 

This is only a few years old incident. One Punjabi gentleman 
was wandering in Gahvar vana anguished and distraught calling out the 

name of his dead wife Kishori, “ Kishori ! Kishori.Priya ji came 

over with Her sakhis. She was startled to hear the sound. She asked Shri 
Lalita ji, “Lalitei! Who is this person who is calling out my name with 
so much anguish.” Sakhi tried to convince Her, “Kishori ! He is not 
calling you. He is getting so anguished at the death of his wife Kishori.” 
Causelessly merciful Kishori Shri Radha said with affection, “O sakhi! 
In this Gahvar vana this person is taking my name only. Bring him to 
me.” Priya ji graced that person. Later that person became a devotee 
by the name of Kishori Ali and steeped in the unparalleled grace and 
affection of Priya ji attained a divine body and entered the Leela. 

Amidst the vines and leaves near Shri Krishna Kund, in the west, 
is his samadhi. It is a source of inspiration for the devotees even today. 

Baithak of Shri Vallabhacharya ji 

Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji came here and 
did a week long recitation of Shrimad Bhagwat. A python used to 
live in Gahvar vana. Seeing him harassed and troubled by the ants, 
Shrimanmahaprabhu ji related the tale of his past birth. This Vaishnava 
mahanta of Shri Vrindavan used to collect a lot of money in the name 
of Vaishnava service but instead of spending it for the right purpose 
he would spend it on himself. After his death he was bom as a python 
and his servants in the form of ants started harassing him. 

Shrimanmahaprabhu ji gave him the charanodaka (the water in 
which the feet of an idol has been washed,) and the prasad of Priya- 
Priyatam. He was freed from the birth of python. 

Shri Krishna Kund 

Covered with trees enfolded with vines this lake is the beauty of 
Gahvar vana and a place of reverence for the Vaishnavas. 

This lake is present for the purpose of water sports in the rasaful 
keli site of Priya-Priyatam,. 

Mayur Kuti 


Win ! 



1. O the crown wearing, peacock loving Shri Krishna! Obeisance to you. O enchanting 
Mahakuti called Mayur kuti! Obeisance to you. 
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Mayur Kuti is situated on the upper part of Brahmachal 
mountain in an extremely beautiful and secluded spot. This is a Ras 
site. This site is the witness to the incessant source of madhurya rasa, 
the rasa abounding vilas of Priya-Priyatam and to many many such 
Leelas. 

Oh! The enchanting beauty of this place can be experienced 
only by seeing it. 

Union and separation are two integral parts of madhurya 
rasa. To increase the bliss of union, the contribution of man (pride) 
becoming an unparalleled prelude, causes more and more ripples of 
rasa in the ocean of sweetness. For those Who always dwell in the 
same rasa, in the same emotion and Who are one mind and one soul, 
how can one even imagine any separation between Them. Still for the 
sake of the play of Leela, Priya ji assumes man and the ocean of the 
essence of sweetness, Priyatam using all His skills tries to placate and 
mollify Fler. 

Once Shri Radha assumed man. On the other side, the 
unrestrained waves of rasa started making Priyatam more and more 
helpless and powerless. Even after trying a lot when Priyatam could 
not please the sulking Priya ji, extremely proficient Priyatam Shyam 
Sundar did a new act. Priyatam disguised as a peacock started dancing 
in front of Priya ji. Fie was displaying the postures of the dance so 
skillfully that even Priya j i could not find out. While dancing sometimes 
Fie would go close to Priya ji and sometimes He kept pleasing Her 
from a distance with facial expressions. Seeing this amazing dance 
Priya ji forgot about Her man. Delighted she said, “More, more...’’(In 
Braj Language the word more means peacock as well as ‘mine’.) 
Hearing this Priyatam came near Her and removing His disguise said, 
“Darling! I am always only yours.” 

Because of a little interception, the waves of the ocean of rasa 
erupted. How the two faced and handled these high tides, only they 
kn ow. 

Preserving that divine rasa in its atmosphere this place is famous 
as Mayur Kuti. 

Dan Garh 



(sTTF^r) 


1. O the One disguised as toll collector! O the One desirous of yogurt and milk! O 
Shri Krishna reproached by Shri Radha! Obeisance to you. 
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The custom of selling yogurt and milk has been prevalent in 
Braj since always. This is a daily routine of the Braj maidens. Who 
knows if it is just an excuse for nitya siddha deha Braj maidens, the 
very own forms of Priya-Priyatam, to meet Shri Krishna. That is why 
one damsel said- 

TlT % WR wfe RR I 

I* 

They go out in Braj to sell milk and yogurt and on the way 
the darling of Nanda baba Rasik Chhaila appears from somewhere 
suddenly in order to fulfill the desires of these Braj maidens. These 
crazy damsels repeating ‘Govind Leihu, Govind Leihu’ (take Govind 
take Govind instead of take yogurt) call out in the forest alleys. Oh! 
Blessed is their deep absoiption. On one such day, the Braj maidens 
were going through this way with milk pots on their heads. The intense 
eagerness to meet the Priyatam was resonating in the sound of their 
anklets. When the sakhis were about to cross this secret and private 
nikunja, they became crazy drinking the rasa nectar filled in the eyes 
of Shyam Sundar, the radiant blue moon full of ambrosial rasa. The 
tinkling sound of their anklets became subdued, the eyes became 
motionless. These staggering maidens looking at the moon like face 
surrounded with dense thick hair lost consciousness of themselves. 
Oh! He came close and coming even closer, drenching them more and 
more in the waves of rasa of love said, “Who are you that always pass 
through these forest alleys without paying the toll. Kandarparaj (King 
Cupid) has appointed me to collect toll at this place.” 

Gaining some consciousness and becoming a little alert, 
these maidens said, “Oh! This is the domain of our infinitely and 
extraordinarily beautiful Kishori. How is even the entry of that 
Kandaip (Cupid) possible here, who is unable to withstand even one 
glance of Her.” Saying this, the instant they started moving keeping 
Shri Radha in front of them, the extremely charitable Shri Krishna 
stood in their way blocking them. The eminent devotee Soordas ji 
depicted this scene as- 

% iff ^FT 3RT 3HT ^f I 

RR RRT HTH RTT ftlT ^pRT *RT eRf II 

ifeHT rlfcRT # FIT %T RfW ^cRT ^f I 

3*5 faff RT II 

Wg FT vRf ^RT¥ # #FTT W WJ Wt I 
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+fd PpW +t ^PT %?t fcRT fHTwf RT aidd +t II 

%lft T 7 ! W^t UI<o Tpj JR-JK dTd W dd' l I +t I 

vlldd 3HT HliH< Tplf? TJT ^UT ^ SHUT +t II 

Afterwards how this rasa routine was put to action, the tale of 
that has been preserved and concealed in its atmosphere by this site. 

Since then this site became famous as Dan garh. It is a deserted 
and beautiful place. It is situated on the Brahmachal Parwat. This is 
mainly the place of Rajdan Leela and Leelas of disguise. 

Man Garh 

JTFfRf^WFT II 1 

The pinnacle of Love can be seen naturally in these naive and 
innocent maidens and in their friend, companion and mistress Shri 
Radha. Where there is pure love, only there the pinnacle of Love is 
possible. Union and separation are the two integral aspects of love. In 
the experience of Love, in order to taste the height of it, the actions of 
man take place. Here the man is also assumed only to make the bliss 
experienced by Priyatam more and more rasaful. These gopis who are 
steeped in the feeling of ‘Tatsukhei Sukhitwam ’, how can they assume 
man for their own gratification? 

Those who always plan for the happiness of Priyatam, for His 
happiness they assume man also. 

Once when Shri Krishna could not come despite His assurance, 
Priya ji assumed man. When Rasa proficient Priyatam came and 
called Priya ji, She turned her face away rebuking and chiding Him. 
Priyatam, expert at placating and pleasing failed this time. Sakhis also 
tried their best to make Kishori Shri Radha give up Her man. Shri 
Krishna pleaded- 

Slf? ft Tit Tit I 

^ft-^ dl+) •Udd, 41+) faRT ft Tilt Tilt II 

SHUT # TtW I ft TjTddd ftf T5FT ant ant I 
ttpit + It61fl tft 41 Id ^ft ^ft 11 

Even after this when She did not give up, Priyatam started 
getting more and more impatient. Then on the advice of the sakhis He 


1. Ojewel adorned site called Man mandir, enchanting to the demi-gods, the gandharvas 
and others and creator of the man of Shri Radha! O Man mandir! Obeisance to you. 
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went to Priya ji in a disguise. Seeing a new sakhi Priyaji was attracted 
to her and She started asking various questions. The instant She learnt 
about the sakhi’s proficiency in music etc Priya ji embraced her. At 
the touch of the sakhi, Priya ji understood that she was Priyatam in 
disguise. Priyatam blessed that fortunate place in various ways. The 
man of Priya ji dissolved. 

This place, the witness of these pastimes of rasa keli became 
famous as Mangarh. 

This place in a secluded spot on Brahmachal is extremely 
beautiful. During the rainy season especially the sights are really 
enthralling. Nearby are Hindola, Rasmandal and Ratnakar Sarowar. 

Sankari Khor 

TTI? 3TFT 

RRcT RSjT % ^Ffl I 

Rfr W 3TfxR I Tit, 

3T|r SIFT It II 

TTF 61 fl 

%b<\dp^ ft tt I 

^TET, 

TTR>tl t <2TTft ‘FT’^fr E Mf’ II 

In between the dark and pale rocks, the narrow path used for 
coming and going is famous as Sankari Khor. This secluded site is the 
witness to many pastimes soaked in rasa. 

Braj maidens go through this way to sell their milk and yogurt. 
Intensely eager to meet the Priyatam these damsels searching for Him 
with a look of surprise and confusion in their eyes are glancing here 
and there through their unsteady veils. At such a time, Shyam Sundar 
arrived and blocked their way. By the arrows of His eyes He pierced 
their souls. Grasping the hand, oh! He himself adorned with a certain 
look of laziness, sat down on a nearby rock. Suddenly when I looked 
up I saw far in the distance, a damsel peeping through her window. 
What happened afterwards, what could that maiden soaked in the 
colour of love say. 

‘Only this isn’t it! That one day the darling of Nandarai ji met 
me here in this Sankari Gali. In the alleys of this high and low valley 
He broke my pot forcibly and spilt the entire milk and yogurt. Even 
I gathered my courage and ridiculing His riches, spoke about my 
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expensive induri (circular fold of cloth put on head to carry a burden). 
Not only this sakhi! Speaking about my dance proficiency, I said again 
that the sound of my anklets is far superior than the sound of your 
flute. And sakhi! When He came closer and held my hand....Oh! How 
was that Magician of beautiful looks, I was lost in this helplessness of 
love, Ah! Ah...! Perhaps this is the norm of love, I kept singing, ‘I met 
the Sanwaria with peacock feathered crown at Sankari khor.’ 

Treasuring these sweet memories in its womb, this site is 
making the devotees experience these delightful Leela even today. 

The wonderful experience of one unknown great person 
connected to this site is making us acquainted with the greatness of 
this place. 

“Sakhi! See! Shyam Sundar Nava Kishore is standing before 
us on the shining smooth rocks of Sankari Khor. Are you looking or 
not! Looking towards us in a special way He is saying something and 
smiling and gesturing at us only. 

A golden yellow bud in His curly hair is looking beautiful and 
a curled lock of hair is falling over the forehead as if a young bee 
coming on the lotus face is imploring for the nectar from the buds of 
lips. His yellow pitambar waving in the gusts of wind is awakening 
desires in the Braj maidens. Sakhi! How fortunate is this pitambar, 
waving and enfolding the auspicious body it is drinking the rasa and 
awakening desires in us.” 

(With gratitude from the scripture Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorva Shri Bhaktimati 
Usha Behen ji) 

This is an incident about fifty years old. One milkmaid steeped 
in the feeling of Krishna with pot on her head was going out to sell 
yogurt. Her heart was pining and her eyes were getting restless. Just as 
she was crossing Sankari Khor intoxicated in the feeling of Krishna, 
Nandanandan jumped from the top and snatching the yogurt from the 
pot and giving her a taste of His beauty, went away deceiving her. 
That damsel entranced in that intoxication for many years wandered 
everywhere saying, “Lai gayau, Lai gayau” i.e. He took it away, He 
took it away. 

In the end she entered the eternal abode in that very trance. 

Kirtida Kund 
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O Supremely fortunate Shri Kirtida ! O Kirti Sarowar! The 
giver of luck to Shri Vrishbhanu baba and other Brajwasis, obeisance 
to you. 

The lake where Shri Kirtida ji used to bathe daily is known as 
Kirti Sarowar. This is situated in the north western quarter of Bhanu 
sarowar. 


Shri Radha Sarowar 


'RR: II 




O Radhika Sarowar! The one who gratifies the demigods! 
Obeisance to you. You are the giver of liberation in all the three worlds 
and an enchanting tirtha. 

Here Kishori Shri Radhika with her intimate sakhis used to 
engage in water sports. That is why it became famous as Shri Radha 
Sarowar. 


Brajeishwar Mahadev 

^ R^TRSFT % RR: I 

ftTRrqfa rrrT it 

cutfr tp?) 

O Brajeishwar! O the mighty Rudra! Obeisance to you. You 
are for the welfare of the Brajwasis! O the form of Shiva obeisance 
to you. 

This Shiva idol established near Bhanu sarowar, by Shri 
Vrishbhanu Baba and other cowherds for the attainment of Ishta is for 
the welfare of all Brajwasis. 

There is a famous hearsay regarding this Shiva idol. It is said 
that some Brajwasis tried to move the idol to some other place. As the 
digging continued, the hugeness of the idol became evident to them. 
At last they dropped the idea and prayed to Mahadev ji and considered 
it better to leave the idol virajit at its original site. 

Shoor Sarowar 

^KTTqVpH'jj rpaf RR: I 

tlRi^TWSTFTt II 

(9rtt 'flftrr fartrtt % 
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0 Shoor Sarowar! The form of blessings! Obeisance to you. 
You are the giver of duty, riches, desires, liberation and the position of 
Vaikuntha spontaneously. 


Vilas Garh 




OTTO BTTO q-0) 


O the spotless site of pastime of Shri Kris hn a! You are the giver 
of bliss and happiness to sakhis. 

You are the embodiment of vilas. Obeisance to you and to Shri 
Krishna. 

Fond of perpetual keli, Yugal always remain drowned in rasa. 
The paraphernalia of these keli secrets are arranged by the innocent 
damsels of Braj. At times this group rasa vilas flows in the secluded 
nikunja in order to reveal the supreme secrets and mysteries of rasa. 

‘Milei rahat manaun kabahun milei na’, the Yugal meet every 
day but they remain insatiated. In fact in love there is insatiability and 
insatiability only. The desire to drink more and more rasa remains 
forever. And this stream of love remains flowing always. Once shaken 
by some forceful wave of love, the Yugal came to a dense nikunja 
suddenly. Both were completely unaware of the state of the other. 
The mutual scent of the body brought some consciousness back. 
Overpowered by the rasa steeped keli, by the rasaful desire, by the 
desire of drinking rasa both of them convulsed by rasa came closer. 
Up until when, the sweet confluence of insatiability and savouring the 
pleasant keli of rasa vilas, continued flowing, who could say? Up until 
when these love crazy Yugal awakening from this .sport of rasa and 
divine love, repeating their love story, kept teaching and learning the 
lesson of love, who kn ows? Drinking this vilas madhuri of theirs their 
very own forms the Braj damsels came there intoxicated after tasting 
the remnants of rasa. They saw their disheveled looks, loose garlands, 
disarrayed clothes, disheveled hair and various marks of rasa on the 
body and their faces adorned with lazy looks. They could only say- 


Nourished by the rasa residue of the rasa steeped keli of Priya- 
Priyatam, this site is reiterating the tale of vilas of the Yugal even 
today. It is situated on top of Vishnu parwat. 
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Vrishbhanu Sarowar 



'TR: II 


(‘f^ror urrraY srrr 'itftrr br?rrfn 

O the washer of sins and stains! O Bhanu Sarowar made by 
Vrishbhanu the king of the cowherds! Obeisance to you. 

This sarowar is very dear to both Shri Vrishbhanu Nandini Shri 
Radha and Nandanandan Shri Krishna. Both have sported in water 
sports here in various ways. During water sports it is difficult to say 
when the attraction of the mutual beauty will shake their hearts. And 
when these Yugal Rasik Nava Kishore will become engrossed in the 
rasa steeped pastime of sthal (land) sports in the water sports itself. 
If you really want to know then sit at some secluded site of Bhanu 
sarowar and experience your thoughts directly and become blessed. 

Hiding all the secrets of water and land sports in its bed this 
beautiful sarowar remains a special attraction for many devotees even 
today. 

This sarowar is situated in the east of Barsana Gram. According 
to one hearsay when Vrishbhanu baba came here like everyday on the 
eighth day of the bright fortnight of the month of Bhadra, he saw a 
girl child floating on a flower in this sarowar. Baba brought that girl 
to his palace. She was the mother of the universe, Shri Radha herself. 

Peeli Pokhar 

Ih yual < 15% I 

eKISvl || 

(¥T0 JO) 

Shri Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj came to this Peeli Pokhar. Here 
Shri Swaminiji had taken bath after applying a paste made of meal, 
turmeric, oil, perfume. 

This sarowar surrounded by Peelu trees is the private place of 
water sports of Priya ji. Because of the colour of the paste applied 
on the body of Priyaji, the colour of the water of this kund became 
yellow. That is why this kund became famous as Peeli Pokhar. This is 
an extremely beautiful site. 

The Dongi Leela (boat race) that takes place on the day of 
ShriVaman dwadashi (twelfth day) is especially worth seeing. 

Till now we were enjoying the Leela sites of Vrishbhanupur, let 
us now enjoy the other sites in the vicinity. 
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Chaksauli 


¥PT Tf irf f%WT# I 


W ni fafan fst an^t ii 


WO JO) 


The sakhis experts at doing shringar took Shri Radha to a 
nikunja for a Leela after doing special shringar of Her here. 

This is the village of Chitra sakhi. It is adjacent to Sankari 

Khor. 

Once during cattle grazing Shri Krishna came to a field here 
along with His sakhas to steal green grams. They plucked several 
plants of grams. When the caretaker came to know she ran after 
them. It was not easy to catch Kanhaiya. Holding the green grams 
under His arm He ran and stopped only after coming to Gahvar vana. 
Other sakhas were waiting there. They prepared roasted green gram 
and ate. That milkmaid also reached there. Drinking the beauty of 
Shri Krishna she forgot about her anger and steeped in motherly love 
became mesmerised. She herself started peeling and feeding them 
green grams. Shri Nagaridas ji has given a delectable description of 
that Leela. 

Gram and items made of gram are liked by Priya and Priyatam 
both. That pada of Shri Nagaridas ji is given below. 


# ^TTT ^fn% I 

Rlfl % Wlf^T dfsd ([Hid ^1% II 

TT% ®HMfd # WRT ^ 3n% I 

Fin nr # nm vjnk' i 
npifkrr ?ifr #n-#n km*# n 


Dohani Kund 




^^Hi’i^d '^4 mrmmr ^ 11 



By milking the red, blue, white, black, yellow cows Shri 
Vrishbhanu baba has made this site a tirtha in itself. O (Dohani Kund) 
sthal! Obeisance to you. Please become happy with me and shower 
grace on me. 
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Mayur Sarowar 

t^TWttSTFT TO II 

Fond of sporting with peacocks! O Chitraleikhei! Obeisance to 
you. Giver of the pada of all three worlds and the giver of liberation, 
O Mayur sarowar! Obeisance to you. 

Mayur Krida (sporting with peacocks) is especially dear to Shri 
Chitra ji. She comes here every day. Flerds and herds of peacocks 
spontaneously assemble here. Shri Chitra ji feeds them. At times the 
peacocks encircle her. At such times Priya-Priyatam also arrive there 
swaying and sashaying. The peacocks welcome them expressing their 
emotions by making sounds of joy. Absorbed in dance they come 
close to Priya ji some times and sometimes getting the proximity of 
Priyatam, they become overjoyed and elated and become engrossed 
in dancing. Shri Chitra ji also becomes ecstatic and thrilled at her 
fortune. She gets suffused with rasa beholding the beautiful form of 
Priyatam surrounded by peacocks. And the rasa crazy Yugal seeing 
the dance of the peacocks, make this site more and more beautiful 
with their own rasaful endeavors. Knower of the secrets of all these 
keli, this site receiving these Leelas as gift has preserved them in order 
to distribute them amongst the devotees. 

Mayur sarowar is near Deha Kund. 

Mukta Kund 

tw e£ u 'S I 

RrbT #vlT ^T OT T W II 

('fro jo) 

Once a jestful argument broke out between Shri Krishna and Shri 
Radha. Whereas Shri Krishna is the Lord of the whole universe, His 
beloved Shri Radha is the embodiment of Shakti. His desire for love has 
personified as Shri Radha. In this competition Shri Radha sowed pearls 
in a field and grew them. Both Priya and Priyatam did their Shringar 
with those pearls. Since then this area became famous as Mukta kund. 


Sunahara Gram (Swarnahar) and Kadambakhandi 

w spjqrr ii 
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fWRT I 

‘#5T3TTT’ ^THT 3Tt ^ || 

<qo ^o) 

Shri Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj also came to Swamaprastha 
Parwat and Kadambakhandi of Sunahara where there is a site of Ras, 
the place for swings and Jal shaiyya (water bed). 

This site of private Ras vilas is located in the middle of Kadamba 
trees. Even the sweltering heat of the summer looses its effect in the 
fragrance of Kadamba flowers. The atmosphere of this place always 
remains cool. The fragrance of Kadamba flowers bathed in the rain 
makes the mind bee more and more intoxicated. This fragrance of 
Kadamba after touching a rasa particle of the ocean of ambrosia Shri 
Krishna is sashaying crazily. This fortunate site remains intoxicated by 
that fragrance, by the foot prints of Priya-Priyatam and by collecting 
the rasa drops of every rasa steeped keli of theirs. This cool and dense 
site of Kadamba trees, private vihar site of the pastime of Ras is 
osculated with divine and sweet rasa. 

Nearby is the Ratna kund. 

Sunahara gram is the birth place of both Sudevi and Rangadevi 
sakhis. Shri Rangadevi ji is an expert at putting red paint on the feet of 
Priya ji where as Sudevi ji is very skillful in braiding the hair of Priya 
ji and in training parrot and mynah. 

Shri Nagaji (Chatura Chintamani) 

He was born at Payagaon in Braj. Since the beginning he was 
a great recluse. He started living in Kadambakhandi near the village 
with renunciation. 

He was extremely fond of touring Braj. He used to visit any 
place he liked and stay there. Staying at Kadambakhandi of Sunahara 
gram he began living intoxicated in the happiness of Priya-Priyatam. 

Once he was travelling. He had very long matted hair. The 
hair got stuck in a bush of Heensa. Overwhelmed and absorbed in 
Leela he remained standing there. He stood there in a trance as it is 
for three days. Shri Krishna came Himself and started untangling the 
hair. Nagaji asked, ‘Who are you?’ (He had deep faith in Kishori Shri 
Radha. He used to lead his life reliant on Her grace.) Shyam Sundar 
looks resplendent and beautiful only with Priya ji. Kishori Shri Radha 
manifested right there. Drinking the beauty of Shri Radha-Krishna 
he became content. Later he came to Vrindavan and started living at 
Vihar Ghat. 
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Uncha Gram 

RR ^N^di: vrfvRHfar*|W: I 

•sfCl^-dsb: dHIdd -h I Pi ci i: 11 

wr# w^t ii 

(f^TOT 7fTFJi) 

Shri Lalita ji is chief amongst the eight main sakhis. She has 
entry even in the most intimate and private vilasmayi Leelas of Priya- 
Priyatam. Uncha gram is the birth place of Shri Lalita ji. Endowed 
with qualities just like her name, Shri Lalita ji is extremely tender 
and delicate. The temple of Lalita ji is worth seeing. Her love for 
Priya-Priyatam, her role in organising new Leelas, her site of sporting 
and pastime are extremely dear even to Madan Mohan. Some rasik 
saint by describing the mutual relationship of Shri Lalita ji and Priya- 
Priyatam has offered his homage moistened with his sentiments. 

Shri Lalita ji is the giver of unlimited delight to Shri Radha ji 
and she has uninterrupted entry in the extremely secret and profound 
keli of Priya-Priyatam. Subjugated by her selfless love the Yugal 
Rijhawar always keep her with them. He says- 

^rfvRTT ^ *flt I 

sfRTSJT fafllW *ftt II 

w RinT#T 1 

f’TcT 4><rn II 

RR-RTR HTf ^rffcT RT% I 

qdd dlPf <?! ^PT fdh, Pdd RT 4*1 d4> I 

wsr-^rsr ^ ftpcfi ^ Rfr irMr i 
cTR-fTR few vita || 

RFT Hdl^, SffrT ^ 1 

hi *#T faddd RR fTvRRr II 

Shri Lalita ji does the service of giving beetle leaves to Priya- 
Priyatam. She has sharp wit and intellect. She aids in enhancing the 
joy of Priya-Priyatam and skillfully organizes every event. She is also 
an expert of magic. 

To the east from here is Shri Baladev temple and in the south 
west there is the samadhi of Narayana Bhatt ji. 
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Shri Narayana Bhatt ji 

Shri Bhatt Bhaskar, father of Shri Narayana Bhatt ji was 
renowned in the tradition of Tailanga Brahmin in Madhurapattan 
Pradesh of South India. Sometimes in samvat 1602 he came to Braj 
at the age of fourteen. 

In samvat 1626 on the day of the second day of the bright 
fortnight of the month of Ashadh (jun-july) showering grace on him, 
the present day idol of Shree ji in Vrishbhanupur, manifested for him. 

He had deep dedication for Braj. He was a great scholar. He 
composed many scriptures. He described about many tirthas and 
the circumambulation of Braj. He has done a great favour to the 
Vaishnavas by composing Braj Bhakti Vilas. 

Sakhigiri 

Here enchanted by the beauty and qualities of Shri Krishna, 
Lalita ji and the other gopis sported in all kinds of ways, therefore this 
site is famous as Sakhigiri in Braj mandal. 

The magic of the beauty of Shri Krishna entered and spread in 
the whole Nature. The hearts of these damsels filled with exuberance. 
They started wandering in the blissful search of a certain Magician 
of beauty in the nikunjas, at the ghats and alleys, at the river bank, 
here and there everywhere. Subjugated by this love, their very own 
Jeewan Sarvaswa this dark Kishore always remains yeamful for 
rasa keli. These supremely fortunate gopikas have also surrendered 
everything they have including their lives to their Jeewan Sarvaswa 
Priya-Priyatam. 

Every site of Braj is the knower of the secrets of the art of Shri 
Krishna keli. 

This Sakhigiri Parwat is the creator and the witness of many 
Leelas. It remains intoxicated and absorbed in the rasaful keli of love 
crazy Yugal. What has not been done by the sakhis here? That rasa 
steeped keli is flowing here even today. The caves of this mountain 
have carefully and with endeavour preserved the legacy of Brajwasis 
in their hearts. This is the private vihar site of Priya-Priyatam. 
Saturated with the rasaful feelings of Shri Lalita ji and other sakhis, 
this site is famous as Sakhigiri. 

Fisalini Shila 

This is a beautiful site on top of Sakhigiri. Here sakhis have 
done various kinds of Leelas. 
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Chitra Vichitra Shila 

This shila is near the Fisalini Shila. The excellent work of 
painting done by the sakhis is worth looking at even today. This 
painting made on rocks in various colours is a sample in itself. There 
has been no effect of the sun, the rain and winter on it. For years it has 
remained as it is. 

When sakhis did the shringar of Priya-Priyatam and organised 
the marriage of Shri Lalita ji with Shyam Sundar, they rested her henna 
coloured hands on this rock. Not knowing when it will receive this 
fortune again, in its impatience, the eager rock imprinted the marks of 
rasa rang soaked in love on its heart. Proud of those marks, it seems to 
be prancing even today. 

Shri Lalita Vivaha Sthal/ Site of the Marriage of Shri Lalita 

TO^^T TOt TO: II 

(<sTO 'JTO fro) 

O the personified festivity of Braj! O Shri Krishna! O Brajraj! 
O the form of Beauty ! Obeisance to you. O Lalitei! Votary of the 
pastimes of Braj! Obeisance to you. 

Shri Krishna fulfilling the wish of Shri Lalita ji married her at 
the age of seven. Even today at this site after Shri Radhashtami on the 
twelfth day of the bright fortnight of the month of Bhadra, the romp 
and revelry of marriage celebration starts resounding. 

This is an extremely beautiful and secluded site. 

Triveni Tirtha 

•fruiMiwnW^ tot to: i 

RTTOT III 

(<sTO ■JTO firo) 

O Triveni (confluence of three rivers Ganga, Yamuna and 
Saraswati) that originated at the command of Shri Krishna! Obeisance 
to you. Please give the superior salvation and also increase the wealth, 
prosperity and happiness. 

By putting the dust of this site on forehead, the merit of bathing 
at the confluence of Triveni is attained. 
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Sakhi Koop 

R?TT*ffsfa Rfrbtclt I 

?#RRT: WHMH ^Rts*g?r II 

(9TO ■R’O fro) 

Sakhi koop is near the mountain. After getting the assurance from 
Shri Krishna, sakhis kept waiting for the arrival of Kishori ji. After the 
arrival of Shri Kishori, Leela was organised. Then the sakhis constructed 
a well and gave water to everyone to drink and drank some themselves. 

Since then this well has become famous as Sakhi koop. 

Shri Baladev Sthal 

TjTRFpr I 
■^PTcTR dHlS^vT cl II 

('TO 30) 

O Revatiraman! Musalayudhdhara! Obeisance to you. O 
Halayudh Ladileiya! Obeisance to you. 

This is the place ofBaldevji. It is believed that the idol vi raj man 
here appeared for Shri Narayana Bhatt ji from a thicket of trees. A 
magnificent temple ofBaldevji is present in the thicket of trees even 
today. 


Gopi Pushkarini 


ftRT tht: | 


('TO <TO) 

Sakhigiri Parwat is the site of Leelas of the sakhis. Sakhis took 
a bath here. This lake is situated on top of this mountain. This deserted 
site is marked with the child foot prints of the sakhis. When looked 
attentively these foot prints can be seen even today. 

This Pushkarini is the fulfiller of all wishes and the destroyer of 
all sins, giver of devotion and salvation easily. 


Deha Kund 

There is a hearsay that Priya-Priyatam took a bath in this kund 
on some special festival. The site was resonating with the sweet songs, 


1. O Gopi Pushkarini! Obeisance to you. You are the giver of salvation. For attaining 
success and for destroying all sins obeisance to you. 
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laughter and banter and splashing of water at each other. One poor 
Brahmin came there and requested for some money. Shyam Sundar 
who always gives respect to His beloved, fulfilled the wish of that 
Brahmin by giving him gold equal to the weight of Priya ji. 

Giver of devotion to Shri Krishna , this Deha Kund is revealing 
its glory even today. 


Veni Shankar Mahadev 




WJrft II 


orffir H<i n t) 


One who is the idol of auspiciousness for the welfare of the 
lineage of the cowherds , just by having darshan of which the merit of 
bathing in Triveni is gained, such Veni Shankar Mahadev is virajman 
at the bank of Deha kund. 

This Mahadev idol was established by the gopis. 


Reethaura (Chandrawali Vana) 




^Mpvl-P'HI'HIAI WwHT II 1 


(¥0 *To fro) 


Shri Chandrawali ji is Shri Krishna’s devout beloved. Shri 
Kris hn a also has especial love for her. 


dlPl'Ti rTT: I 


(^rPtuR^r u^fi- 28 ) 


From the above shloka not only is the love that Shri Krishna has 
for Shri Chandrawali ji becoming evident but also the mysteriousness 
of rasa flowing in their keli becoming apparent. The musical 
instruments assisting in that secret keli are resounding accordingly. 
Shri Radha ji on the right, Shri Chandrawali ji on the left and Shri 
Krishna in the middle inflaming the rasa are absorbed in dancing. How 
is this amazing rasa keli? It is only worth seeing and worth savouring. 

Shri Chandrawali ji is equally dear to Shri Krishna as Priya 


1. O the heap of comfort, happiness, festivity, virtues and skills of Shri Krishna! O the 
abode of Chandrawali! Dear to Shri Krishna! Obeisance to you. 
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ji. She is a leader of a yutha or a group of sakhis. Priyatam Shyam 
Sundar has special feelings for her. 

Chandrawali Sarowar and Baithak of Vithalnath ji are here. 

Dabharo 

TTFT trf | 

WT 3T?5 II 

mo jo) 

The custom of Love is strange. Although the separation from 
the beloved is extremely painful, nevertheless it keeps convulsing the 
mind with a wave of blissfulness. Some rasik has said- 

favlcl Mvld ^ sf II 

Because of the intensity of love even during the times of 
union and nearness, the forgetfulness of the self creates a feeling of 
separation and then everything becomes unbearable. Always immersed 
in the whirlpools of union and separation of His beloved Kishori Shri 
Radha, the eyes of Priyatam filled with tears of joy and delight upon 
seeing her today. Wonder it was due to the rasaful signal of which 
sidelong glance? When everything is favourable then it is natural for 
the waves of love to erupt. Therefore the success and accomplishment 
of the prelude of rasa is within the capacity of only these rasa crazy lovers. 

Kameiyee (Kamana Vana) 
c t 5 l'HI^ y 1+) ct P^IKSIK 'jRR I 

mo jo) 

The place of Shri Vishakha ji amongst the main eight sakhis of 
Shri Krishna is unparalleled. This village is her birth place. 

Her service is to apply camphor etc fragrant objects on the 
bodies of Priya-Priyatam. She is an expert at doing embroidery in the 
clothes of Yugal. She is a great scholar. 

Karahala 

Shri Lalita ji had stayed here. This is said to be the site of dadhi 
dan Leela of Lord Shri Krishna. 

Jalaghara Kund and Baithak of Shrimanmahaprabhu 
Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj are here. The scripture called “Ras 
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Panchadhyayee Par Tippani” was composed here by Shri Gosain 
Vithalnathji. 

It is believed that the Ras Leela in Braj was started here by Shri 
Ghamandi dev ji. This is considered to be the navel of Braj. 

Shri Uddhav ji (Ghamandi) 

Pd'd SIFT I 

^RI f^Tt FRTt WR II 

Shri Ghamandi ji was born in Rajasthan. He had deep faith 
in the saints. After getting initiation from Shri Haridev ji at a young 
age, he came to Braj and started living there. He had unflinching faith 
and trust in his adored deity. Reliant on this very power of grace he 
always remained filled with pride. For this reason he became famous 
as Ghamandi (Proud) in the community. 

Most of the time he used to wander in different sites of Braj. 
Once he came to Karahala gram and started living there. He was a 
great saint. Priya-Priyatam appeared and ordered him, “Enacting Ras 
with the Brahmin children bring our Leela to light.” Thakur ji gave 
him His crown and Priya ji Her head ornament. He started Ras Leela 
with Brahmin children of Mathura. It is said that all those Swaroopas 
(children who played the various parts in the enactment of Ras) 
disappeared from there and joined the parikar of Shri Krishna. Shri 
Krishna made him realise that He only had accepted those Swaroopas 
and then asked him to propagate Ras Leela with the Brahmin children 
of Karahala. 

He organised the Ras Leela again. The credit of starting the 
tradition of Ras Leela goes to him 1 . That tradition of Ras as Ras 
poornima festival is celebrated up until now. 

Later on he started living in Vrindavan. 

A pada related to Rasanukaran (imitation of Ras) and to the 
appearance which will further clarify this subject is being given below. 

TRI f%lfl RTF ^FT ^ *FTt 'jK I 
Paf^K ■ypHd ^ ^fr ^1% epitfi ii 
wf^RT WRf frFFPt I 


1. A few people are of the view that this Ghamand dev ji living in Karahala was some 
other Brahmin, who was basically a resident of Karahala only and he started the Ras 
Leela. 
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W FR F$ T1TT FRT % 3nw pRFt 
*rnr rff ^RFTfe ^hki wt fed<$ 

Tdd4l ddfeiTdRd ^PddFl 
#■ Fsjjft tp^r ftt f^srfrr ftf w? 

3U x lK'*t f^F 1 ! RP?T Fd hINF t F# 
F#f Wdl f^TcT 3TRT FRT ^fr % ’Jd't 
%FT ftrT rfFF SPlir I Pr gRT # 
fed f&F RT# F*t «gFTT ^r %5lt 
FFt ftpt Ffe 1 FFF ^ FdT FTW RJT^ 
dR RPft f^FTT FFlt ¥F FRTdT# 
?[F% FI§ dW ft# FFT ^pd WJ RP?T 

^dl f< 1 'dHiM <id tf ri% «nr t 
wr f?§ i^w t#t Fft ?jf srpf ft # 

Fti ftforT T% dd qi+i-i TTFT 

^RtRnfr fr?t %!> dp nrRTt fmi 
rfrif tot Ttfo r# ?r 

dp fad 'tfe FRTt Fdt ^ dF FT 3R 
dF % tfdR Ft ftRTF 'jSIdd 
FRdH PdFiRd ^-H+T^ldl FftTdFdTFd 

ddF) d<^d F*t HFd FF ?JdT 3TRT 
SR-^lF ^%F FFd % dT% -q<olMl 
d°R ^LMd FFT fed! dl£l fed FF| Tt 
feP? FK U I FPTFd Fdt FT FFT fed" eTFFt 
FF stifel Ft Fit FF did ddldd 
dW Fit FI§ FtF Fit t FFt ¥R 
dTF FF t 1JFT FFT Fdt dFl^ 

^ Fl| FfT ltd Ft t? Fl% fed 
FF't-FF't +J6< d4l FT F% tF df^ 
dldd tf ddl FfFFTdT t RTF 
FF# twd ^R Ft dTst FTFT 
t-t dF Sjfe F^ ^R Fft 'i'dd FTFT 
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cR WRtr 3R ^7 RFT f«RT 

FR FRFf R%-RR FF %R | ?R 

r«jt f%t wpf %F7 y?% 
ftf ffT fnr ^3» rfj ®n^ ft fi% 
cTT^t ferT cf % £% ®IM<*> % 3TT% 
Rt Rt ftppft F%F Rt %HJ ^ f5TTt 
^TRF?t F%RT F^41 r<HMI< ftPTT Rt 
^lRMk'*l ^F fcF^ft +%F Tf^PTT Rt 
^ cj^HH <m FF wm PMT4 
%F FFR FRF FFF 'FT flF ®l<s||*?l 

ft f% M< f% i jftT f% wf^ 

SRIF fcF^fT 'H-HI^I ^PR #RT FR FTf 
^1M FR f%ft FIR % 3RFRTFT 
RF-RF FjfF f*% F^ft RT-RT ?JF TrpTf 
F^sRT Fift ^ FF FI% f% IStf % RR 
^-Rt RF ^t FFt 7#t Rif FTT?t FR 
%r fff # fFR FRt 3 % It ^ frf 

FRF RF t FRt Trf^RFT Rt RF W 
FT^jT 3p% , JFF Rt FTFF RR 3% 
FR RFFt RF cF? 4^ FI?t FRF Rif FRt 
31% FRRt f% f%TT F% RF R?t RRFT 
<p% <JFF cFt R % I FRTRRFT 
FFRt %rtf FtR RTt Fti RkR FFTst 
FR R% FR RR RTF f% f% f%% 
3T%-3T% y H FTRTF f%t FRRTF 
“W %” Ft RFRf TjFf ^TTF% FRRF 
FF RR ^ RR?tF F% ^t*t f% RTF 
%TFf RF RTF ^ RRT3ft FF RTF 
*t% 3TRI % % 3T%-R% RR 
F% % <% % RF R%FT RF RTFR 

FRRRTR 3R #FRTR I FRT f^RRT 
%% Ft RF FF FRT R7?t F% ita 
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Pisayi Gram ( Pipasa Van) 

‘TTPT IhmI'h) 3ET I 

wr for 3r ^ 11’ 


Grazing is special amongst the daily activities of Shri Krishna. 
Awaking early in the morning, filled with enthusiasm, Kanhaiya gets 
busy with the preparations for grazing. 

Maiya made Kanhaiya have breakfast. After that Kanhaiya 
went to the forest. He carried the lunch with Him. It was almost noon 
time when He finished herding the cows. He was hungry. He started 
having His food. There was no water nearby. Dau ji went running and 
brought some water and gave it to Kanhaiya to drink. Thus this site 
came to be called as Piyaso (thirst) or Pisayi or Pisayau gram. 

Kishori Kund, Shyam Talai and secret swinging site of 
Swaminiji (Shri Radha) are here. 


Sahar (Sarika Van) 



SRMPT TpFRgwf TRrTWTTFRT: II 




The delicate darling of Shri Nandarai ji Shri Krishna and the 
darling of Shri Vrishbhanu baba Kishori Shri Radha along with their 
extremely dear sakhis always remain absorbed in rasa. 

Their absoiption is the very pinnacle of love. Vines, trees, birds 
animals and every site of Braj, assists in this. Even the Nature assists 
in Braj Leela. Nature here is not insentient. The Nature that assists in 
the rasaful keli of Priya-Priyatam is the instrument of the Leela itself. 

Shuka (parrot) and sarika (mynah) are the message bearers 
of Priya-Priyatam. They are very astute and skillful in carrying the 
signals and the messages to each other. Braj bhoomi is the land of 
signals and messages. At times Priya-Priyatam play with these shuka 
and sarika and at times shower their love on them. In fact it is the 
group of sakhis that manifest, assuming the form of shuka and sarika 
to enjoy the rasa keli and Yugal vihar. 

Once taking one sarika in His hand Priyatam caressing it 
with love and affection said ‘ Say Shri Radha’. That sarika started 


1. O Rama Raman! You are the subject matter of happiness and joy of Sarika and 
giver of various joy and delight to them. 
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repeating ‘Shri Radha, Shri Radha.’ At the same time Priya ji asked 
the same sarika to repeat ‘ Shri Krishna, Shri Krishna.’ That sarika 

started repeating ‘Shri Krishna, Shri Krishna.In the middle 

Shri Krishna asked again, ‘ Say Shri Radha’ and Shri Kishori asked, 
‘Say Shri Krishna’. Before the sarika could say anything clearly, a 
pair of sarikas perched on the branch of the Kadamba tree opposite 
them started saying loudly, ‘Shri Radha Krishna, Shri Radha 

Krishna.’. Priya-Priyatam looked at them startled. Receiving the 

love of Priya-Priyatam, both of them resounded the forest area with 
the sweet sound of ‘Shri Radha Krishna, Shri Radha Krishna...’ This 
sweet sound permeated the whole environment of the Nature. Pouring 
their unlimited love and affection on the birds, the Yugal themselves 
became absorbed in rasa. 

This site (Sarika van) became famous by the name of Sahar. It 
is impacting everyone with the same sweetness even today. 

There is Man Sarowar here. 

There is the residence of Shri Upananda ji. He had a son named 
Samudra who was married to Shri Kundalata ji. Shri Kundalata ji is a 
devout sakhi of Shri Radha. 

Anjanauk (Anjan Van) 

II 1 

(4^4 40 HO fao) 

Even the way of appreciation of Rasik Rijhawar Shyam Sundar 
is unique. Engaged in nitya-vihar Shyam Sundar always remains 
absorbed in the longing for rasa. His ways of savouring and giving 
rasa are also unique. The norm of love itself is strange. It cannot be 
bound by the limits of principles. 

One day ever adolescent Shri Radha sitting in Her room was 
doing Her shringar. A parrot named Vichakshan went and related 
the entire conversation of Priya ji to Priyatam. Wonder knows what 
occurred to Manahar (one who captivates the heart) Priyatam today 
that He took out the flute from the side and started playing it. Kishori 
Shri Radha and other sakhis heard this sound of call. Following that 
sweet sound Kishori Shri Radha along with her sakhis arrived in this 
forest. Priyatam made Priya ji sit on a rock in front of Him and started 
savouring Her beauty. Noticing that there was no kohl in the eyes of 


1. O Beautiful vihar sthal of Demigods, Gandharwas and human beings! Strange 
Anjan van! Obeisance to you. 
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Priyaji, Priyatam applied kohl in Her eyes. Deliberately, He smeared 
the kohl on her cheeks and asked Priyaji to look in the mirror. Without 
waiting for the reply of Priya ji, Priyatam started rubbing the kohl 
in order to rectify His mistake. Priyatam Shyam Sundar holding the 
hands of Priya ji in one hand rubbed the entire kohl with His other 
hand. He started applying the kohl again and then started correcting 
the same mistake again. In the repetitions of this sequence a new event 
of vihar itself got created and now that line of kohl... 


ftPT TC 'far ftPIT I 




Sakhis deciding to adorn the love crazy Yugal with flowers, 
left to collect the flowers. These damsels returned after picking the 
flowers and saw their rasa steeped condition. 

Beholding this rasa steeped state, they became absorbed in the 
divine joy. This keli of rasa vihar ended early today. Sakhis did the 
shringar of Priya-Priyatam with the flowers and those fortunate sakhis 
filled with elation drowned in rasa. 

That site becoming famous as Anjanauk or Anjan van is giving 
the details of those very rasa steeped pursuits. 

Kishori Kund 







II 


Wf ?TO ¥T 0 fbo) 


This Kishori Kund is the creator as well as the witness of 
many delectable Leelas of Shri Radha Krishna. When Priya-Priyatam 
absorbed in sthal (land) keli, entered into the water, the colour of the 
water became yellow and red. This kund witness of extremely private 
and secret rasa-vihar vilas is extremely venerable. It is the giver of the 
love of Shri Krishna. 

Shri Kishori Darshan 


^l)5M’ r< « e J) C:U ll 4 l ftRTRl' <ldd *PT: I 





^ (9fO ¥TO f^O) 


1. O Kishori Kunda filled with red and yellow colours and enchanting by the bathing 
of Kishori! O Tirtharaj the arranger of the sport of Shri Krishna! Obeisance to you. 









226 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


Priya ji is virajman with Shri Krishna. O Shri Krishna, the 
provider of joy to Shri Yashoda ji! O Shri Kishori Priya ji! Kishore 
Swaroop, obeisance to both of you. 


Prema Sarowar 





‘91 ?-H >4 I ’ (9fO ¥TO fao) 


f^T I 

'jfF 'ifF ^rrft T RT £R?T T*IFT ER?T cTF %»T II 


Oh! The pinnacle of love is found in the kingdom of these 
lovers. The word prema (love) is in fact a thing of the land of the Yugal 
lovers Brajraj Kunvar and His beloved Kishori Radha only. Not only 
this, whatever Priyatam does, it is liked by Priya ji and whatever Priya 
ji likes, Priyatam does only that. By saying this Shrimanmahaprabhu 
Hita Harivansh ji Maharaj has spoken about the highest form of love. 
Prema (love) bound within the limit of the happiness of the beloved, 
such a prema alone deserves to be called prema. In fact only this pure 
relationship will have to be called prema. This is the same Prema 
Sarowar where Priya-Priyatam along with their bodily manifestations 
the Braj maidens, have brought many beautiful pastimes of love to life. 

Here intoxicated by the fragrance of Kadamba trees, sometimes 
the Pranayi Rijhawar becomes engaged in rasa conversations with 
Priyaji. They soak each other with the showers of love. Sometimes 
during the rainy season this site becomes resonant with the romp and 
revelry of swings and sometimes it becomes resonant with the sound 
of the anklets. 

It has to be said that the particles of the rasa vihar of these very 
love intoxicated maidens are scattered here. Collecting those particles, 
preserving them in its heart, this site feeling thrilled is famous as 
Prema sarowar or Prema sarasi. 

Shri Lalitamohan Sthal 


TPPTT'il fwp HtaRtfTTRT t I 




(¥o r fro faoj 


1. O Sarowar bom from the love of Lalita ji! O Tirtharaj the giver of love! Obeisance 
to you. You are the destroyer of crookedness and deviousness. 
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O Shri Krishna steeped in love! O Lalita Mohan! The provider 
of love always! Obeisance to you. 

Ras Mandal 

‘<51 ?-H >4 I ’ (9TO ¥TO fao) 

O Ras assembly! O Ras Mandal! O the form of celebration 
for both Shri Lalita and Mohan! Obeisance to you. You are for the 
celebration of the sport of Ras. 

Who is capable of describing the fortune of this eternally rasa 
steeped Braj Bhoomi! Whose every site is osculated with the dust 
particles of the feet of Shi Krishna. It has become worshipable even 
for the demigods and the sages because of the touch of the feet of Shri 
Radha and her sakhis. These secluded sites of Ras have their own 
significance. 

This fortunate Ras site, having arranged the many private rasa 
steeped Leelas, has become famous as Ras Mandal. 

Hindola Sthal 



wo wo fao> 

O Hindola (swinging) sthal! You are for the enchanting 
swinging of Shri Krishna, obeisance to you. You are the enhancer of 
happiness and are all auspicious, you are bom from the festival of 
Shrawan (month of rains). 

The festival of swing in Shrawan is the beauty of Braj. The 
fervour and excitement all around, the swaying vines enfolding the 
trees, the delighted joy of the peacocks, the intoxicated cooing of the 
cuckoos, the greenery that can be seen far and wide, the rasa waves 
rising in the lakes filled with water, the fragrance of Kadamba trees, 
the resonance of songs from within the crowd gathered near some 
trees, everyone enjoying the rasa endeavours of Priya-Priyatam remain 
engrossed in happiness. The entire nature remains intoxicated by the 
rasa waves of these Braj maidens and their Pranayi Rasa Rijhawar Yugal. 

One experience of swinging of Bhaktimati Usha Behen ji is 
being quoted in her words- 
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RRRT # 1% ^R tlRsl'm I 

'tip'll TR^T srftcpiT <*%«i eft 3% 3% TRTTrt II 
<[f Wf pTRiift «I%AM rFT pERRR 31% | 

?RT 'ddfwl «Kd *RT ^FT I£? 3|<iU||^ || 

#7Tcr cReT Tf%RT TR^R %T %T Wt I 

VljdR F% ^I§ 3rsqz WRT II 

Pd<Rsi fir^T eFT %^flra%R^' W^T ^3% W% *1% I 

^ RRFF # #T #T ^ RfR% II 

Priya ji came to Prem Sarowar once for swinging. Sakhis 
also came with her. One sakhi with a dark complexion was already 
virajman there. They kept talking with each other. Looking at Priya 
ji that dark complexioned sakhi became filled with joy. The swinging 
was also going on. The swaying of the swing and the joy leaping in 
the heart were competing with each other. Priya ji became a little 
suspicious. But talking with this dark complexioned sakhi who was 
skilled in speech, Priya ji could not find out anything. 

Requesting the new sakhi to sit on the swing, Priya ji is also 
sat with her on her request. They started swinging. Priya ji would 
keep getting suspicious but continued pretending to be unaware. 
Sakhis started pushing the swing. Suddenly in the rocking of the 
swing the border of the sari of the new sakhi slipped. Priya ji was 
stunned to see the beauty, luster and splendour of the body of that 
sakhi. ‘Diyo chhadma dikhayi ri’ meaning that the disguise became 
apparent. That impersonating sakhi was no other than Priyatam 
Shyam Sundar Himself. That site became resonant with the sound 
of the laughter. 

All started singing- 

^RFT Trt^fl TTSTT R7 31% | 

Tnfafr ^ ?nrf q% fr n 

That festival of swing getting adorned with the festival of 
Shrawan (rainy month corresponding to july-august) and festival 
of love converted into rasa keli. Who could say up until when this 
swinging festival continued? There is no end in the kingdom of 
love. 

This site preserving those rasa filled memories in its 
atmosphere, soaked in love, is bathing in it. 
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Vihaval Vana 

^TFT ^ «T*Tt W II 1 2 

(^fT WIT sTO ttO fao) 

Vihaval kund is here. 

Vihaval Kund 

Braj Dham is the place of many many rasa games. It is extremely 
beautiful. Many sites of Leelas steeped in emotions, suffusing us with 
their atmosphere, drench us with rasa even today. 

The nature of love is very strange. Sometimes in the state of 
profound absorption, one experiences separation even while together 
and united. This has been termed as ‘Prema Vaichitraya’ (i.e. the 
strangeness of love) in the scripture of rasa. Once sitting in a garden 
near this kund Priyatam was waiting for Priyaji. One mynah started 
singing the praises of Priya ji. Hearing it Priyatam became more and 
more restless. He could not keep the patience any more. His heart 
started pining for the closeness of Priya ji. He started floating in the 
whirlpool of doubts and uncertainty. When His dear sakha Subal came 
to know about it, he thought of some way to make Him meet Priyaji. 

Just then! Priyaji moving the door made of vines and creepers that 
was in the front, arrived with her sakhis. Priyatam finding Priya ji near 
Him filling with joy became absorbed in rasa. There was no end to His 
insatiability, His unquenchability. Despite being very near He was not 
aware of Her nearness due to the deep absoiption of thoughts. He was 
getting vihaval (overwhelmed). Giving us the clue to the rasa steeped tale 
of this vihaval state, this site became famous as Vihaval Kund. 

Nearby is the darshan of Vihaval Bihari. This is located in the 
south-eastern quarter of Sankeit Gram. 

Sankeit 

ii 2 

(qn) TCPT) 

1. O overwhelming and enchanting vana full of vines of Kadamba! Obeisance to you. 

2. This is the place of union of Shri Radha and Shri Krishna. This very site is called 
Sankeit sthal. This place of mutual meeting and place of sending signals is famous 
as Sankeit vata. 
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Acting as the prelude to the secret rasa mysteries and rasa 
cleverness and wit of Shyam Sundar present in many signals and 
gestures of His, this site is famous by the name of Sankeit vata. 

The rasa filled atmosphere of Braj is making the entire site of 
Sankeit blissful, endearing and enchanting. At such a time, these love 
crazy Yugal left the house as planned earlier. Priyatam taking His 
eternal companion the flute in His hand and then putting it on the lips 
started blowing the message of love. Spellbound by that sound, all love 
crazy Braj maidens arrived there. Priyatam gave a signal through a 
smiling glance. Again pretending to fix His hair, He gave some signal 
(sankeit) titillating these maidens. By momentarily raising His tender 
arm and again bringing it down, He provoked them more and more 
with another rasa filled signal. On the pretext of fixing His garland, 
taking it in His hand and caressing it, He drenched these maidens 
in some intoxicated rasa filled signal. Look! The three fold breeze 
shook the yellow pitambar which then fluttered and slipped a bit from 
the shoulder of Priyatam. Who knows if this also was an intoxicating 
love signal or if it was a message? Whatever might be the case, this 
signal becoming a message succeeded in carrying the feelings of their 
hearts to each other resulting in the experience of rasa. Actually the 
very name of the site of the signals and the messages is Vrindavan or 
Braj. In the rasa filled signals of Braj, Priyatam Himself is present. 

The battle field of Cupid only is famous as Sankeit. Here only 
it has a role to play and only it can get success and accomplishment. 

One day Kanhaiya got up early in the morning. Maiya asked, 
“Lala how did you get up so early today.” Lala replied, “Maiya! It’s 
nothing.” Maiya gave water from the water pot and made Him wash 
the face and the mouth. Kishori Shri Radha also got up early in the 
morning. 

tfRT # *ftcfr cTtft I 
SfNr RRT # ’sjtfT II 

Kirtida Maiya asked Shri Radha the reason of awakening early. 
Shri Radha replied, “Maiya! Yesterday when I went to Shri Yamuna 
ji to bathe along with Lalita and other sakhis, I left my pearl necklace 
behind at the bank. Maiya! I did not tell you out of fear.” Maiya 
felt bad about the loss of the necklace. She started inquiring for more 
information and said, “Go, Lali ! go immediately and come back 
quickly after finding your necklace.” Kishori Shri Radha left- 
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fasREF ^ *TRT ft <RTft I 

rr ®rswr rr EgRfftintr n 

Kishori Shri Radha reached the pre decided site of Sankeit. 

Over here Nandanandan became restless. He told maiya He is 
hungry. Maiya arranged for everything. Kanhaiya started eating along 
with sakhas. But all of a sudden- 

fftR 3 ft fteR f*RFT I 

3ft^ fr wf wr, rh rrW 3i^N ii 

When everyone asked the cause for this, Kanhaiya said, “The 
cowherd had told me yesterday that my favourite cow is going to give 
birth today. I just remembered it therefore I am going.” Saying this 
Shyam Sundar left for the pre decided site. 

Shri Radha was already virajman there. 

fftft EIFT R% RM| | 

ftfft Fpfr a+iMi II 

And after that this Sankeit Site, in the accomplishment of its 
signs and signals, became steeped in some divine rasa. 

RRM RR rmiO RR »iiI 

RRf? clfft fftft 3lN^ II 

Who would relate the tale of this divine rasa? The one who 
saw became intoxicated and then became lost in this very delectable 
blissfulness. 

In between Shri Nanda gaon and Barsana this site is recounting 
its tale of union even today. Here there is darshan of Sankeit devi and 
Sankeit Bihari. 

There are baithaks of Shri Gosain Vithalnath ji and Shri 
Gopalbhatt ji. Shri Gopalbhatt ji has the credit of making Shri 
Radharaman ji manifest. 

Shri Shri Vallabhacharya ji Ki Baithak 

Shrimadacharya ji performed a week long recitation of Shrimad 
Bhagwat here. By the grace of Shri Mahaprabhu ji the Vaishnavas had 
the direct vision of Sankeit devi. 
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List of Photos 


Name of Photo Page No 

1. Shri Krishna Janmasthan Mathura.I 

2. Vishram Ghat Mathura.II 

3. Brahmand Ghat Gokul - Mahavan.Ill 

4. Sankarshan Kund Gokul - Mahavan.Ill 

5. Chaurasi Khambha Gokul - Mahavan.IV 

6. Govardhan Shir Giriraj.V 

7. Govardhan Shir Giriraj.V 

8. Radha Kund Shir Giriraj.VI 

9. Shyam Kund Shir Giriraj.VI 

10. Kusum Sarowar Shir Giriraj.VII 

11. Manasi Ganga Shir Giriraj.VII 

12. Foot Prints Kamvan.VIII 

13. Vyomasur Gufa Kamvan.VIII 

14. Narad Kund Kamvan.IX 

15. Vimal Kund Kamvan.IX 

16. Shree ji Temple Shri Vrishbhanupur.X 

17. Sankharikhor Shri Vrishbhanupur.X 

18. Nandarai ji Temple Shri Nand Gaon.XI 

19. Charan Pahadi Shri Nand Gaon.XII 

20. Lalita Kund Shri Nand Gaon.XII 

21. Teir Kadamba Shri Nand Gaon.XIII 

22. Cheer Kadamba Shri Vrindavan.XIII 

23. Shri Bankei Bihari Shri Vrindavan.XIV 

24. Nidhivan Shri Vrindavan.XV 

25. Imalitala Shri Vrindavan.XVI 

26. Keishi Ghat Shri Vrindavan.XVI 
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THE OTHER NEIGHBOURING SITES 


1. Maharana (Mohini Van) 

2. Javavata (Java gram) 

3. Kokilavan 

4. Bijwari 

5. Sankhi 

6. Chhata (Chhatra van) 

7. Umarao 

8. Kosi (Kusha sthali) 

9. Nariseimari 

10. Ranbadi 

11. Khayaro (Khidir Van) 

12. Bakthara 

13. Bhadawar(Bhandagor) 

14. Bathain(Chhoti, Badi) 

15. Bhadokhar 

16. Haroyal-gram 

17. Pai-Gram 

18. Kamar 

19. Bichhor(Vismaran Van) 

20. Shringarvata 

21. Vasoli 

22. Paya-gram 

23. Kotavan 

24. Chameili van 

25. Rasauli 

26. Dadhigram 

27. Sheishsayi 

28. Khami and Banchari gram 

29. Kharota 

30. Ujani gram 

31. Falein 
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^tT TRlcRT MRW #^TW WTT II 
% *RT^ *RTT *TWT WT: *HT: +^Mdl I 
w *rr fto#i ^fr sfc m n 1 


(iqir^d) 


*nfr ! *IF £TR *Tfa- 

*r?f Prt fafaf 'HMPri i 

CSTf^FTJTcfr tJPTDft) 


Nanda gram, the village of Nanda ji, the place of his residence 
is venerable to and is to be served by all Vaishnavas. The magic of the 
beauty of Shyam Sundar forcibly abducts the hearts and the minds. 
That magic oozing from the ambrosial sweetness of His beauty, 
oozing from the sweet smiles, from the sweet talks, from the smooth 
silky hair and from the sidelong glances, is filled in each and every 
particle of Nanda gram. Nandanandan is ‘Madhuratipateirakhilam 
Madhuram’ meaning everything about the Lord of the sweetness is 
extremely sweet. Shri Bilwamangal ji Maharaj has said- 

^ WT ^ I 
TTjTrf^r 

TTSjT II 

His tender body is sweet, His beautiful lotus face is sweet, from 
every part of His body the fountains of fragrance are flowing, His 
smile is sweet and what else can anybody say? He is sweet, sweet, 
sweet and sweet. Where can one get the words to express, after 
savouring His beauty? 

The magic of the sweetness of Shyam Sundar happens to be 
such. Surrendering everything themselves, these Braj maidens or the 


1. Shri Krishna while stealing the butter saw His own reflection in the jeweled pillar 
nearby and because of child like mesmerism, getting doubtful and thinking His own 
reflection to be another child, said, ’ Brother! you are my old friend. I have already 
kept your half share aside. Take and eat it quietly. Friend! Do not complain to maiya, 
otherwise she will beat me.' May that child Lord who is requesting again and again 
in this way, always protect you. 
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sakhi bhav bhavit devotees, spell bound by the mantra of captivation 
and subjugation, get attracted to that very path, they wander in that 
very rasa filled alley. In the city endowed with that very sweetness, 
they find some excuse or the other to go on the rajapath (main road 
or street). That is why yes, yes, that is why one damsel calling her 
sakhi and urging her said, “Come sakhi! You come at least.” Taking 
her sakhi’s hand in her own, that damsel looking astonished and 
astounded, imploring and urging her friend took her forcibly with her 
and started walking towards that very rajapath. On the way another 
sakhi tried to stop them but they were all insane about His beauty. 
The third sakhi also joined them and now this group of sakhis with a 
yearning to meet their Jeewan Sarvaswa started walking in that same 
alley of Nanda gaon. Look! The bewitching Shyam Sundar is already 
waiting under the dark tree. The yellow pitambar hanging from His 
left shoulder, touching His feet was lying on the ground. With the flute 
in His hand, the crown of peacock feathers on the head and His neck 
slightly bent He was smiling. Sakhi! How was that smile? Through 
His smiling lips, the rows of teeth were dazzling like a lightning. 
The light that was getting diffused from the rays of His smile was 
ensnaring millions of Braj damsels with its charm. Not only this, in 
between the sweet chiming of His anklets, the sweet sound of the 
bangles, together all these were abducting the heart and the mind. Let 
us go to float in that very ocean of rasa with Bhaktimati Usha Behen 
ji, taking with us the grace of her overflowing feelings, let us go to 
Nanda gaon, our own gaon- 

ft Wvf *=1% I 

W *RFT fa# II 

% 31% tpt %tfR, 

3=RTpT f*BRt T? 

t FW rdHI'Hfd *R *TtFcf, 

cR PtgK, 1R yi u l I 

FRflR W5T ft ^ I 
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W#T Wm, 

W? «hf u l ^Il'Jld, 

mm mm, 

rHT RT WT RsC?t 

^T, TTW Wvf I 

'ifF RR ?T RW f^T% I 

This Nandagaon has been the place of residence of Shri 
Nandarai ji. The fore fathers of Shri Nandarai ji were the residents 
of Nanda gram only. Later due to some reason, they went to Gokul, 
Mahavan and settled there. Shri Nandarai ji was virdjman in Gokul 
at the time of appearance of Shri Krishna. Shri Nandarai ji afraid of 
the trouble being caused by the demons, moved with child Kanhaiya, 
cowherds and their cows to Vrindavan situated at the enchanting 
banks of Yamuna ji. Vrindavan was ideal for grazing. There were 
many trees laden with fruit for the cowherds. In spite of moving here, 
the demons motivated by Kansa, kept coming. After some time, it 
was only natural to think of moving to some other safe place. 

Afraid of the trouble being caused by the demons, maiya 
Yashoda called all the elderly cowherds and started consultations with 
them. She always worried about the well being and the safety of Lala. 
Shri Nandarai ji tried to assuage the fears of maiya by reminding her 
of the words of Shri Gargacharya ji Maharaj. But how could the heart 
of maiya overwhelmed with the love of a parent get pacified with 
all this. The continuous presence of doubt and apprehension is the 
indicator of extreme love. 

Shri Nandagram, Braj, Gokul and Goshtha have been used in 
the Vedas and Puranas with a slight difference to denote the same 
site, Shri Nandagaon. The place where Shri Nandarai ji lived has been 
called Nandagaon. In Vedas the word ‘Braj’ has been used for the land 
used for cow grazing. In the following shloka of Riga Veda the word 
‘ Vraja’ has been used for the grazing fields- 

11 siTRRiTRftr rrtt m^\ m «fTr mm: I 

3TW cTCARra'AI Ml: TTR RARRRlftT II 

(^ri<G frffRTT 1/3/6) 

The abode of the Lord, where the cows and the other animals 
live, has been given the name Gokul. The place where the cows live 
is Gokul. 
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The cows were the main means of livelihood of Shri Nandarai ji 
and other cowherds. Agriculture and raising cows were both very dear 
to the cowherds. Therefore using the name of his dear and primary 
profession, Shri Nandarai ji glorified the place of his residence by 
giving it the name Gokul. Shri Nandarai ji was the leader of all 
cowherds therefore his place of residence is also called Nanda gram, 
after his name. 

In Shrimad Bhagwat, Gokul and Braj has been used for the 
same site, the residence of Shri Nandarai ji i.e. Shri Nandagaon- 

fftr wbw wfrss#T I 

g-RT: II 1 

(sfrfTTHBMd 10/38/24) 

'll rifl'd I II 2 

10/38/28) 

Apart from this Gokul and Goshtha have also been used to 
denote Nanda gram at some places. 

In Harivansha Puran the goshtha (cowpen) of Shri Nandarai ji 
has been called Braj. 

Therefore the words Braj, Gokul, Goshtha, Nanda gram etc 
have been used at different places for Shri Nandarai ji’s residence. 

In Shrimad Bhagwat, primarily two main divisions of Braj 
can be seen. One is Vrihadvan and the other is Vrindavan. Within the 
boundaries of Vrihadvan: Bhadravan, Madhuvan, Talvan, Kamodvan 
etc have been included whereas Shri Giriraj ji, Vrishbhanupur, Shri 
Nandagram etc far flung sites have been included within Vrindavan. 
Therefore, even Nandagram is considered to be a part of Vrindavan. 

Nandagram is the residence of Shri Nandarai ji. Beautiful sites, 
dense rows of trees, enchanting kunds and grazing fields are attracting 
the hearts and minds of all naturally. 


1. Shri Shukadevji says- “King Parikshita! Akroor ji the son of Shwafalka, thinking 
like this on the way, reached Gokul on the chariot and the sun moved toward the 
western mountain i.e. it set. 

2. On arriving in Braj Akroor ji found both the brothers Shri Krishna and Balaram ji 
virajman at the place where the cows are milked. Shyam Sundar Shri Krishna was 
wearing pitambar where as the fair beautiful Balrama was wearing neelambar. Their 
eyes were radiant like the blooming lotus of autumn. 
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“The high imposing mansions gleaming in the far distance, 
the settlement of the inhabitants all around, the residence of Shri 
Nandarai ji on top of the hill in the centre, the beauty of the forests at 
the foothills, the gardens lull of flowers, the clean and sparkling lakes 
that are surrounded by trees laden with Kadamba flowers, by black 
Tamal trees enfolded by tender vines and by the dense nikunja at the 
strands, converting them into secluded and private vihar sites. From 
these, yes, yes, from these very bunches of trees the resonance of 
peacocks, the sweet sound of papiha’s ‘pee kahan’, the cooing of the 

cuckoos and the chirping of the small colourful birds.Ah! Touched 

by such an intoxicating atmosphere which peacock like mind will be 
able to keep itself from dancing. The herds of deer, the agility and the 
restlessness of the rabbits, the dark green land lush with grass, look so 
enchanting and captivating. 

The herds of cows engaged in looking for grass all around, are 
wandering here and there vigilantly in order to drink the beauty and 
listen to the voice of their Jeewan Sarvaswa Nandanandan. The herds 
of calves jumping and hopping, restless and agitated, to receive love 
and affection from their dear Kanhaiya are attracting everybody. 

Yes this is where Nanda palace is. Adorned with the sweetness 
of the childhood Leela of Shri Krishna, this is Nanda gram. The village 
dear to His heart, His very own village, yes- yes this is that very 
Nanda gram. The blissful keli of Kanhaiya is flowing here. Soaked 
in that, the hearts and the souls of the devotees, the Brajwasis and the 
Braj maidens filled with blissfulness are getting drowned, intoxicated 
and elated. Whereas on one hand the darling son of Nanda baba is 
suffusing baba and maiya with infinite joy with His child keli, at the 
same time on the other hand in the form of Ever new Adolescent, He 
has been honouring and rewarding the love steeped feelings and the 
desires of the Braj maidens. 





(sfRmtfb ^WTFT) 


1. Shri Nandarai ji, Upananda, Pratinanda, Abhinanda and Sunanda have lived here, 
therefore this place called Nandagram is a place of happiness. 

2. Fearful of the death and rebirth in this world, some take the shelter of hearsays; others 
take the shelter of Smritis and many others of Mahabharata. Let them do so, I only 
worship that Shri Nandarai ji in whose courtyard Para Brahma is playing as a child. 
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After killing many powerful demons and defeating Devraj 
Indra, Kanhaiya is now increasing the bliss of baba and maiya and 
the other cowherds and gopis with his many charmingly sweet Leelas 
in the palace of Shri Nandarai ji. He goes to the forests to graze the 
cows and gives joy to the sakhas. During grazing He gives happiness 
to His extremely dear cows. At times deceiving His sakhas, He 
leaves unnoticed and soaks His exclusive beloveds, the Braj maidens, 
in infinite bliss. While returning from the forest with the cows, He 
organises many delightful Leelas by sending signals of rasa to His 
beloveds who have been waiting for Him restlessly overwhelmed 
with love. Kanhaiya in the form of a little child is not just a child in 
disguise, in fact the gopis have seen Him in the form of an adolescent 
from day one. 

Nandanandan is Shobha Vihari. He sports in shobha i.e. beauty, 
plays games with beauty, makes beauty dance. After getting pleased 
He has given it a place in every part of His body, in His clothes and 
ornaments, in His gestures and actions, in His naughty pursuits, in the 
smiles and laughter, in the movements of eye brows and glances, in 
the waving of the garland, in every part of His body, in His proximity 
everywhere. Magnificent beauty and splendour sport lavishly in every 
single pore of His, in His generous laughter, in His soft, gentle rasa 
drenched conversations and jokes, in His signs and signals, in His 
sitting down and getting up, in His walking and wandering. 

“Oh look! The full moon night has spread its laughter like 
radiance everywhere. The laughter of the full moon has illuminated 
the earth. The cool gusts of the breeze are making the kunjas and the 
nikunjas thrilled. Yes in such an enchanting night, no in the evening 
itself, the all beautiful Madan Manohar Priyatam peered through His 
window. Aha! The garland of the moon rays have bedecked Him. 
Stunned for a while He stood there enjoying the beauty of the moon. 
Without delaying much, immediately taking His flute, His messenger 
of love, in His hand, He started walking like an intoxicated elephant 
towards.Shrivan....” 


(With gratitude from the scripture Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorva Shri Bhaktimati 
Usha Behen ji) 

One devotee is saying- 


d4lfa I 

SrMrb: Mr<^6 r l'=tft'1d 4 ll AtN'j I 


H'dldid 136) 
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“O Shri Krishna! On the outside, you are sitting disguised in the 
form of a child, but in the caves of Gowardhan hill you keep giving 
delight to the deer eyed gopis. If we tell your mother the tale of this 
deceit and deception of yours, then you will forget everything.” When 
the milkmaids spoke like this, He put His finger in His mouth on the 
pretext of sucking it and spreading His legs upwards, lying flat on His 
back, fell asleep in the cradle. Let that Shri Hari make this world pure 
and holy. 

Brajraj Shyam Sundar is the support and base of different 
dharmas at the same time. 

Kanhaiya has grown further. He has entered the age between 
boyhood and youth. Shri Bilwamangal ji Maharaj has called this 
age, “Tarunya Samwalita Sheeta Kishore Veisham.” Where there is 
a confluence of the innocence of the childhood, astonishment of the 
youth and the alertness of the boyhood. 

Shri Kumbhandas ji has given some indication about that age 
by saying, ‘Kachhuka uthata mukha reikhei’ meaning some lines have 
started appearing on the face. 

Now Kanhaiya has started going to the neighbouring houses to 
steal butter. He is stealing butter somewhere and somewhere in the 
alleys of the forest He is quarreling for the dan of yogurt. 

He saw one Braj maiden far in the distance going through 
a secluded alley with a pot on her head. By taking a short cut He 
reached quickly and stood in her way. He said, “Mil km aid! Give me 
a little butter and yogurt to eat.” This milkmaid filled with a little 
pride and ego tried to walk away by going past Him. He stopped her 
by grabbing her arm and broke her necklace. How could she go now 
from there without her necklace. 

1 >R tTtft fasjTBT I 

tWr ^ tpr epfPT tiwr ii 

sn^r *hift m # tfr aft spft i 
ehlftr flit flF HKfl ^ <5flt II 

W# flT?T W 3IT3J rpr flfflcl Wt^Tfl flTfl flflt I 
it qqPd'l ^37 3TflT <Llfl ^Tflt II 

First He broke only her necklace. Now look at the insolence of 
Kanhaiya. He tore the clothes even. Now nobody will come from this 
way. This quarrel is not a quarrel. It is a blissful wave of some blissful 
eruption of love. That is why the Kam was aroused in the heart of the 
maiden, despite the anger on her face. 






242 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


In the forest Kanhaiya by organising different games along with 
His sakhas is providing them supreme bliss. At times He is calling 
His cows by their names and those cows are running to their dear 
Kanhaiya and clinging to Him and He is caressing them by His hand 
with all His love. 

It is now time to return from the forest. He is returning with 
the cows. His dark body is smeared with the dust flying from the 
hooves of the cows. Carrying the dust of His cows on His head, He is 
returning drenched in love. He breaks into laughter after joking with 
the sakhas. Dressed like an expert dancer-actor He is coming, walking 
like an elephant with staggering steps. They have come close to the 
settlement. The veils of these damsels who were waiting in their lofts 
and terrace started moving. These maidens with their eyes fixed on 
the path way became impatient to welcome their beloved Kanhaiya. 
Kanhaiya is titillating someone by signaling from His eyes. Looking 
at someone with a soft gentle smile He is honouring her feelings. He 
is soaking someone in rasa by throwing a bunch of flowers at her. 
Meanwhile, how He went near some damsel and after titillating her 
and drenching her in rasa came down on the path way again, nobody 
came to know. He moved ahead. Taking a flower in His hand, and 
pouring love on it and soaking it with sweet rasa, He threw it at 
someone in such a way that it touched her restlessly pining heart and 
then landed in her lap. Oh! This Height of cleverness, the Ocean of the 
essence of sweetness, the Pranayi Rijhawar is soaking His beloveds in 
rasa in various ways and these damsels ‘Nayanan saun bhari ankawar’ 
embracing Him with their eyes, getting the proximity of the Priyatam 
become lost in their intoxicated rasa feelings. 

Maiya is waiting with lighted lamps. After refreshing her 
darling son she is asking Him to have supper. This is how Shyam 
Sundar increasing the joy of His intimate devotees sometimes goes 
to the cow bam to milk the cows and at times making some excuse 
after honouring the motherly love of maiya, goes to His beloved Priya 
Kishori Shri Radha and gets engaged in blissful keli vihar along with 
Lalita-Vishakha and other sakhis. 

One Who is rarely attained by the sages, Who is imperceptible to 
the yogis, that Lord of the whole universe, Prince of Braj is wandering 
in the courtyard of Shri Nandarai ji and is suffusing everybody at the 
same time with total bliss. Some devotee after experiencing this very 
bliss of rasa and beholding the radiant blue form said- 
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Sites 
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TRfttf <^4^4 I ill A KIM: TOM A<H<^ I rFR£^ A#TT I 
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In the back side of the village there is Madhusudan kund. There 
is an idol of Madhusudan ji. Near Yashoda kund there is a black 
coloured stone idol of Hawakon and Lalita kund. Nearby are Mohan 
kund, Dohani kund, Dugdha kund and Dadhi kund. In the front part of 
the village, there is Pawan Sarowar. In the centre there is Shri Yashoda 
Koop. Close to that is the forest area called Kadamba Khandi. In the 
centre of the village is Shri Yashoda Dadhi Manthan Sthan. Close to 
that is the idol of Maha Rudra called Shri Nandishwar. On the top of 
Shri Rudra hill is the temple and mansion of Shri Nandarai ji. There 
are darshans of Shri Nandarai ji, Shri Yashoda ji, Shri Krishna and Shri 
Balbhadra ji here. Nearby is the Yugalmoorti of Shri Yashodanandan. 

Truth is that Braj Bhoomi itself is supremely holy and blessed 
because the Almighty Lord lives here in the disguise of a human 
being. The Lord whose feet are worshipped by Lord Shiva and Laxmi 
ji, that same Lord wearing garlands of colourful wild flowers, along 
with Shri Balrama ji, playing His flute, grazing the cows and playing 
various games wanders here with joy and happiness. 

Shri Nanda, Yashoda, Balrama, and Shri Radha Krishna Darshan 


amafj ARRpi art ar: i 

AR cpt»j||4) su^|4| AMMSIT ARt AR II 


<ATA) 


l.AhiAh! Whatawonderisthis.IhaveseentheprincipleofalltheVedanta,Nandanandan 
smeared all over with dust, engaged in dancing in the courtyard of Shri Nandarai ji. 
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O Nanda Dhatri! Obeisance to you. O Yashodei! Obeisance to 
you. O child Krishna and Baladev! Obeisance to both of you. 

Shri Nandishwar is virajman in the form of mountain in Nanda 
gram to have darshan of Shri Krishna and to savour His Leelas. Shri 
Nandarai ji, maiya Yashoda and both the brothers Shri Krishna and 
Baldev ji are virajman on that Nandishwar hill. (A few years ago the 
idol of Priyaji has also become virajman here.) This is the palace of 
Shri Nandarai ji, the memory of which is being brought to life by these 
idols of brothers, maiya and baba who are venerable to the Vaishnava 
world even today. Kanhaiya gives delight and joy to the sakhas by 
various games where as forever virajman in the form of Kishore 
in the group of Braj maidens He engages in many madhur Leelas. 
Simultaneously He is making everybody experience different rasa. 

There is a delightful story that is famous regarding the 
appearance of the idols of Shri Krishna and Baldev which is being 
given below- 

The ancestors of the serving goswamis of today were the 
residents of Kharot village. They used to graze cows and do farming. 
Once the father of Shri Anandaghan ji (the ancestor of the goswamis), 
was grazing the cows near this place. One cow went up the hill and 
flowed her milk out in a cave. When he came to know about this, he 
started digging the bush of Heensa nearby. It is said that Shri Krishna 
and Baladev idols appeared from that site. These self manifest idols 
are the ones virajman in the temple. 

When Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji came here along 
with his disciples, he became overwhelmed at the darshan. 

“Along with his disciples Shrimadacharya came to Nandagaon 
where Nandishwar is virajman in the Linga form.” 

(Shri Vallabha Digvijaya) 

When Shri Chaitanyamahaprabhu came to Nandagram, he 
became overwhelmed with love. The vivid depiction of his ecstatic 
mood has been made by the author of Bhakti Ratnakar which is being 
given below- 
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STT^fr p*? 4jd 3iKfa*id I 
^TT ?lfar II 

(40 TTOT^R) 

O Shriniwas! Shri Chaitanyamahaprabhu ji went inside the 
cave and after looking at Shri Krishna Baladev virajman between Shri 
Nandarai ji and Yashoda ji, became ecstatic and started singing and 
dancing. Looking at him, everybody was astonished and mesmerised. 

This site of unprecedented beauty is famous as Shri Nanda Bhawan. 

Pawan Sarowar 

wT ^Rfar Fnwr faff i 

WTO 4TstTcTO) 

The innocent Brajwasis of Nandagram describe the significance 
of Pawan Sarowar by singing the following couplet- 

fa S «Ff 5ddl, Hldd 3l<dld I 

#T, WWfa^TII 

Pawan Sarowar having qualities just like its name is very dear 
to Shri Krishna. He comes here with His sakhas. After bathing here He 
gives delight to His intimate devotees for hours with different sports. 
At the bank, sometimes the game of chakadoree, sometimes chakari 
pareita and sometimes wrestling are organised and then the group of 
sakhas start providing joy to the Brajwasis by creating a romp and 
revelry in the Pawan Sarowar. At times the sakhas swim in the water 
and at times play the game of touching each other. At times they throw 
the ball far away and then try to race by being the first one to pick 
it up. And the Brajwasis enjoying these enchanting sports of theirs 
become absorbed. At such times even the Braj maidens come over to 
quench the thirst of their hearts by beholding the bewitching beauty 
of their Jeewan sarvaswa Shyam Sundar and understanding the rasa 
hints and signals of this Trickster from far itself, drown in bliss. 

The Brajwasis are really blessed as Nandanandan bound and 
subjugated by their love, always keeps increasing their happiness. 

The witness of the childhood sports of Shri Krishna with His 
sakhas, this Pawan Sarowar, is an extremely venerable tirtha for all 
even today. 


1. By having darshan of Shri Krishna, Shri Nandarai ji and Shri Yashoda ji after 
bathing in Pawan Sarowar in Shri Nandagram fruit of all the desires is attained. 
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(40 4 O fro) 

Shri Sanatan ji’s Prayer and the Meditation Site 

Amongst the followers of Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji Shri 
Sanatan ji is kn own by all the Vaishnavas. He used to live here at the 
Pawan Sarowar. Except the chanting of the name of Shri Krishna and 
His Leela contemplation, he used to not be concerned about anything 
else including his food. Once Shri Krishna Himself brought some milk 
and left after giving it to him. He was entranced by the beauty of the 
child and came to his awareness only after the child had left. He was 
ecstatic and remembering the causeless mercy and the compassion of 
Shri Krishna, He became overwhelmed. He became restless because 
of love. Tears fell from his eyes. 

sparer i 

(40 JO) 

Indirectly and imperceptibly Shri Krishna made Shri Sanatan ji 
aware of Himself and got a hut built by the Brajwasis for him. 

The character of Shri Sanatan ji is incredulous. His life was so 
absorbed in the Leela madhuri of Priya-Priyatam that he used to have 
very little outward awareness. 

In the middle of the sarowar is Yashoda Koop. On drinking the 
water of this well one gets a son like Shri Krishna. 

Nearby is Kadamba Khandi. 


Kadamba Khandi 

«KHMi I 




(*44T4f4 44 f44RT) 


1. O Pawan roop! O destroyer of the sins of the Demigods! Obeisance to you. O 
tirtharaj! Obeisance to you. You are capable of purifying even Nandarai ji and others. 

2. Let that Pawan sarowar protect me, which is resonant with the buzzing of bees, 
covered with enchanting Kadamba trees and where the lotus eyed gopivrinda meet and 
unite again and again restless in love, in order to provide joy and delight to Shri Krishna 
through their dear jala keli, chaurya keli and splashing of water and many other acts. 
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The beauty of the group of Kadamba trees at the ha nk of Pawan 
Sarowar is matchless. Not only is Pawan sarowar soaked in the sports 
of Shri Krishna with His sakhas but at the same time the tale of many 
blissful memories of the beloveds of Shri Krishna who are emotionally 
identical to Him, is also sporting in the atmosphere of Pawan sarowar. 

The fragrance of the Kadamba flowers is titillating the hearts 
of these damsels by touching and teasing them. Invited by some 
rasaful signal of their Jeewan sarvaswa these maidens came into this 
garden with their beloved Kishori Shri Radha. Kanhaiya saw His 
beloveds. Talking sweetly with His sakhas and giving joy to them 
with His skillful speech, how and when He left and reached amidst 
His beloveds in this Kadamba forest, nobody came to know. Sakhas 
looking for their dear Kanhaiya went away to Nanda palace. 

The fortune of the Kadamba flower is unique. By becoming the 
shringar of the crown of Priyatam, by becoming the earrings of His 
ears and receiving the touch of the cheeks it gets entranced in rasa. 
At times strung in His garland, surrounding His neck and becoming 
the shringar of His chest, it flaunts itself. When this Kadamba flower 
looking beautiful in the garland, soaked by the drops of rasa adorns 
the neck of Priya ji, then pointing at it, Priyatam says filled with 
some rasa steeped emotion, “I envy this flower.” This makes Priyaji 
emotionally helpless and powerless. And that helplessness receiving 
the support of some strong and dependable loving embrace gets filled 
with bliss. At that time this Kadamba flower receiving love from the 
body parts of both Priya and Priyatam, makes the sakhis aware of the 
tale of the Yugal rasa vilas. Seeing the loose garlands, the fallen and 
crushed Kadamba flowers, teasing the two when the sakhis question 
them, then the rasa steeped Yugal coming out of their trance a little, 
get absorbed in water sports in Pawan Sarowar with these maidens. At 
such a time, this Kadamba flower with its sweet and moist fragrance 
makes this water sport more and more delectable. 

This Pawan Sarowar with Kadamba Khandi at its bank, the site 
of the many many blissful experiences of the rasikas is venerable to 
all vaishnavas. 

Tadaga Tirtha 


PRITRtfl ftd<WKIST flRFFT- 






248 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


AMMlfa M^R: 

5j u ' J l61<a<4l yP'H.S.+t'fpl cR% cTfFT T T%: II 
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There was a sage called Devameedha. He had two wives. From 
the first Kshatriya wife he had a son called Shoor and from the other 
Vaishya wife a son called Shri Parjanya cowherd. Shoor begot Shri 
Vasudev and other Kshatriya sons. Shri Parjanya had no children. 
He did farming and raised cows. Once while travelling Shri Narad ji 
arrived in Nandishwar and on the request of Shri Parjanya cowherd 
told him the way to beget a son and gave him Shri Laxminarayana 
mantra. Shri Parjanya cowherd started chanting the mantra given by 
the guru at the site called Tadaga Tirtha. After sometime that mantra 
became accomplished. A voice from the heaven was heard, “O 
Parjanya! You are extremely fortunate. You have done the penance 
with a pure mind. You will have five sons who will have all the virtues 
and the qualities. The name of the third son will be Shri Nandarai ji. 
Shri Hari Himself will incarnate as his son in his house to provide 
happiness to all Brajwasis.” 

Shri Parjanya cowherd became elated. He continued living in 
Nandishwar. Later due to some reason he moved to Gokul, Mahavana 
where the Lord appeared as Nandanandan. 

Even today this site glorious with that same glory of its, is famous 
as Tadaga Tirtha. It is the giver of the desired fruit to everybody. 

Nearby is Kshunnahar sarowar. 


Nandishwar Mahadev 




C'FL'T T RT n T) 

O Nandishwar! O Deva! O the provider of happiness to the 
cowherds and O Deva! Who is manifest only for them, O the giver 
of delight to Yashoda ji! O the God of the Gods Mahadev! Obeisance 
to you. 

On the request of Shri Yashoda ji Shri Nandishwar became 
virajman in Braj in the linga form. Shri Rudra delightfully gave a 
boon to Shri Yashoda ji and in order to get blessed Himself requested 
her, “I am virajit here in the form of a hill. You, Shri Nandarai ji along 
with Shri Krishna and Baldev ji please reside on my back and accept 
me by the touch of your feet.” And so it happened. Shri Yashoda ji 
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with Shri Krishna, Baldev ji and Nanda baba are virajman here. In the 
past in the main temple the bathing water of Shri Krishna used to go over 
Nandishwar Mahadev but now because of the new system it has changed. 

Dhoyani Kund 

trf &TFt I 

^ ^ II 

(srfrft 

The kund made from the water that kept getting collected, after 
it was discarded on one side after washing the pots of yogurt became 
famous as Dhoyani Kund. 

It is situated in the north east quarter of Nandagram. 

Shri Krishna Kund (Kadamba Khandi) 

Kadamba tree is extremely dear to Shri Krishna. Wonder, what 
penance was done by this species of Kadamba because of which, 
becoming a part of the shringar of Shyam Sundar it receives the total 
joy of each and every secret keli of His effortlessly. The Nature of 
Braj is not insentient. It assists in the Leelas of Shri Krishna. And 
it is also an instrument of the Leela. Intoxicated by the fragrance 
of those very Kadamba trees these crazy maidens, asking about the 
whereabouts of their Jeewan Sarvaswa arrive here . 

“Look there! Wearing a garland of Kadamba flowers, wearing 
earrings of Kadamba flowers in His ears, with Kadamba flowers fixed 
in the hair here and there, walking like an intoxicated elephant Shyam 
Sundar is coming from the alley of the Kadamba forest.” Saying this, 
the group of sakhis entered into the dense darkness of Kadamba trees 
and became absorbed in the infinite, boundless experience of rasa. 

This Shri Krishna kund is a very dear kund of Shyam Sundar. It 
is doused with the rasa marks of His Leela. 

Kadamba Teira 

Standing under the Teira (to call) Kadamba, Shri Krishna used 
to call His cows. That is why this site is famous as Kadamba teira. 
Even today on Gopashtami day, the goswamis of Nandagaon celebrate 
this festival in the traditional way. 
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The Prayer and the Meditation Site of Shri Roop Goswami 

Shri Roop Goswami was the younger brother of Shri Sanatan 
ji. On the instructions of Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji he came to 
Braj and started doing his worship and contemplation in Nandishwar 
gram near Kadamba Teira. Day and night he would remain engaged in 
the contemplation of the name and Leela. One day he came to Pawan 
sarowar to have darshan of his elder brother Shri Sanatan ji. A desire 
arose in his mind to make kheer (dessert made with rice milk and 
sugar) for Shri Sanatan ji. Next moment he was embarrassed because 
of his wish. It is said that a flawlessly beautiful damsel came with rice 
and ghee and said to Shri Roop ji, “Take this and make kheer and after 
offering it, give it to Sanatan ji to eat.” Shri Roop ji did accordingly. 
When Shri Sanatan ji ate the prasad he felt extremely happy. Sanatan 
ji said, “Brother! Today’s prasad has an unprecedented taste. How 
and from where did you get the ingredients?” Shri Roop ji told him 
the whole story. Later Kishori Shri Radha Rani made him aware of 
Herself in a dream. He was anguished by the trouble taken by Priya ji 
but at the same time he was mesmerised by Her grace as well. 

Once remembering an instance of separation of Shri Radha- 
Krishna, Shri Roop ji felt extremely distraught. When his breath 
touched some person, he got boils all over his body. Nobody can 
fathom and describe the burning state of the mind of Shri Roop ji 
caused by separation. 

Shri Lalita Kund 



5,4 '■HR II 
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O the enchanting kund made by Shri Lalita! The Great 
Mahatirtha difficult to attain even by the demigods! Obeisance to you. 

Shri Lalita is emotionally identical to Shri Kris hn a. She is the 
chief amongst the eight sakhis. Although all the sakhis are vigilant 
and alert towards arranging the mutual meetings of Priya-Priyatam 
for their happiness but Shri Lalita is extremely tender and very clever. 
Shri Lalita ji has entry in each and every keli of Priya-Priyatam. 
Understanding each and every signal of Priyatam she always remains 
vigilant about executing it. She is extremely proficient at arranging 
meetings with Priyaji at the slightest indication of Priyatam. 

Shri Lalita ji looking at the enchanting beauty of trees at this 


251 


SHRI NANDAGAON - Chapter Six 


kund and knowing the desire of Priyatam who was virajman there, 
brought Priya ji to Him. Their desire for union was fulfilled. Both the 
rasa crazy Yugal making Shri Lalita drink the madhur rasa became 
absorbed in bliss. 

The crowd of sakhis also arrived there. That solitary and private 
rasa, steeped in its very same profoundness, now started dancing and 
flowing in the group of sakhis. Everybody felt blessed. 

Witnessing that very rasa vihar, this site became content, 
satisfied and obliged. This site is steeped in and soaked with those 
very rasa drops even today. The beauty here is worth enjoying. 

This kund is situated to the east of Nanda gram. Nearby is Surya 
kund where the Sun god upon getting the darshan of Shri Krishna 
became absorbed in bliss. 

Shri Vishakha Kund 

^ % fcRTTW ^ ^ I 
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Amongst the main eight sakhis of Shri Krishna, Shri Vishakha 
ji is extremely learned. She is extremely skillful in giving suggestions 
about organising various kelis. Her advice is always successful. This 
is why she is so dear to Shri Krishna. She is very clever at taking Priya 
ji to the site of the meeting upon getting the signal of Shri Krishna. 

The rasa abounding vihar of the rasa crazy Yugal itself is the 
reward of these sakhis. 

This site is adorned with the blissful tale of such rasa secrets 
and is famous as Shri Vishakha kund. 

It is located in the south-eastern quarter of the Lalita kund. 

Poornamasi Kund 


^ rPTt: 
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l.That Poornamasi ji who is venerable to all for being an expert at arranging the 
meetings of Shri Radha Krishna, who by arranging the festival of man and abhisar 
through the sakhis secretly, skillfully and with love, keeps drinking the nectarean 
bliss of Shri Radha-Krishna again and again. The Bhagawati who is the arranger and 
the creator of welfare and auspiciousness, I remember that very Shri Poornamasi. 
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Poornamasi is reverent to all in Braj. All Brajwasis consult with 
her from time to time. She is the incarnation of the Goddess Leela 
Shakti Yogamaya. Shri Narad ji obliged and graced her by giving her 
the initiation. She lives as an ascetic. She lives in Braj from the time of 
appearance of Shri Krishna. She goes to Nanda palace everyday and 
after darshan of Shri Krishna blesses Him in different ways. She also 
assists in the rasa filled keli of Priya-Priyatam. 


Nandimukhi Sthal 


ST^rffcT: 

foPT ^TT I 
didftl m, 

ij# y u IA|d: II 


That Nandimukhi who after hearing the stories of the glory of 
Shri Radha-Madhav, getting fascinated, overpowered by an intense 
desire, renouncing Avantipuri came to Braj and who lives here 
drowned in bliss and increases the madhur rasa bliss of Shri Radha- 
Krishna, I worship that Nandimukhi with devotion always and with 
all feelings. 


Shri Yashoda Kund 

<NI|i|d ^ II 1 

(srife Wf sro ^to fao) 

Maiya comes here for her bath. Both the brothers also come here 
along with the sakhas. Sometimes enjoying the sweet moist smell of 
Kadamba trees they get absorbed in bliss and at times plucking these 
flowers and placing them here and there in their shringar, they show it 
to maiya. The unique crowd of the other sakhas becomes absorbed in 
the play of climbing the trees and catching each other. In this way by 
these various games they fill more blissfulness in the heart of maiya 
overflowing with motherly love. When maiya returns after her bath, 
the two brothers accompany her to the Nanda palace. 

Convulsed with such memories of Leelas, this Yashoda kund is 
radiating its delectable atmosphere even today. 


l.Shri Yashoda ji bathes here daily, that is why this kund named as Yashoda kunda is 
as auspicious and benevolent as her. 
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Anyone who bathes here becomes prosperous and ultimately 
attains Vaikuntha. 

Hau-Vilau 

44^1: I 

'IwM ^T: WRT^flwf^TtTT: II 1 
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From Whom the entire nature has originated, with the mere 
desire of Whose in a split second this world is created and destroyed, 
Whose praise even Brahma is incapable of singing, the Godhood of 
that very Shri Krishna is not accepted by the heart of maiya Yashoda 
steeped in motherly love. Fie might be a God to the demigods, to 
Brahma, to the yogis and the sages, but for maiya Fie is the same 
little Kanhaiya, taking whose misfortunes on herself, she never tires. 
At times she is filled with joy at seeing Flim with butter in Flis hand, 
at times ‘Sikhawati chalan Yashoda maiya’ she teaches Flim how to 
walk, and the heart of maiya becomes overjoyed at seeing Kanha 
taking a step or two. She is always absorbed in enjoying the child 
Leela of Kanhaiya. 

Now Kanhaiya is able to walk a little, Fie goes away a little 
far to play, so maiya gets nervous. Maiya still remembers how Lord 
Narayana had protected her son from the demons in Gokul and 
Vrindavan. Kanhaiya is requesting her again and again to be allowed 
to go out. In order to frighten Kanhaiya maiya says, “Do not go very 
far to play, the Hau comes in the forest.” Kanhaiya gets frightened 
on hearing this and covering His face with the border of maiya’s sari, 
clings to her tightly. The love of the mother floods breaking all the 
bounds - 

‘3T5RT cR t ftdMPd I ’ 

This site is near Shri Yashoda kund. Nearby is Karaharo forest. 
There is Karaharo kund. From here Shri Krishna used to look at the 
beauty of the forest. Very very old foot prints of Shri Krishna are 
imprinted on the mountain block nearby. 

Cave near the Yashoda Kund 

Near the kund there is a very ancient cave. In that cave many 
saints have practiced austerities and attained the Lord. 


1. O the doer of the darshan of Shri Krishna! Provider of Dharma, Artha, Kam and 
Moksha! O the one in the form of rocks! O the one growing with the blessings of 
Shri Yashoda ji, obeisance to you. 
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Some time ago a great saint was virajman here. He used to 
contemplate Leela the whole day. He used to go for madhukari only 
in the evening. Every evening one black dog used to come to him. He 
used to give him the leftovers of the madhukari. 

All of a sudden, once that saint had to go to Shri Radha kund. 
When he returned after three- four days, that black dog came and 
spoke to him like a human being. 

Seeing him talk like a human, the saint wanted to know all 
about him. The dog said, “I am a ghost. Dependant on your mercy, 
I live here. Whatever you give, I take that and remain content.” The 
saint asked, “Tell me despite having access or reach everywhere why 
are you deprived like this?” The ghost replied, “We do know about all 
of this, we can see as well but cannot experience it.” The saint asked 
him whether he could tell him the whereabouts of Shri Krishna. The 
dog told the saint everything. He put his madhukari before the dog 
and immediately went to the place told by the dog. Absorbed in the 
desire of having darshan of Shri Krishna he started waiting there. His 
yearning was beyond words. The night passed and even the next day 
passed, the sun was about to set again. His eyes were fixed on the 
road waiting for the cows to return after grazing. And so the time for 
the cows to return was here. The cowherds also returned behind the 
cows. In the end one cowherd in dirty clothes and strange guise was 
coming. The saint caught hold of him and started asking questions to 
him. The cowherd tried to hide himself through different ways but the 
Lord can never slip away from his devotee, nor does He want to slip. 
Attracted by the restless yearning of the devotees, He gets tied by the 
cord of love easily. 

Almost the entire midnight was spent in making excuses. But 
that saint was not satisfied in any way. At last the Lord had to appear. 
In front of the saint a divine light spread. Shyam Sundar appeared 
radiating His all enticing resplendence. The saint was blessed. 

Some fifty year ago another saint came to Nandagram with a 
wish to live there. Sitting at Pawan sarowar He was thinking about a 
proper site to engage in prayer and the meditation. Just then a siddha 
saint appeared before him. He had a large body and a white beard 
and a moustache and the hair on his head were also white. He started 
gesturing. That saint stood up and following the gestures started 
walking. He stopped near the cave close to the 'Yashoda kund. That 
saint looked all around and found himself getting attracted to that 
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cave. He felt that the siddha saint was directing him to this cave only. 

That saint started doing his prayer and meditation in this cave 
and became blessed after getting the darshan of Shri Krishna. The old 
siddha saint that had appeared before him had done his prayer and 
meditation in that cave in the past. 

This site of the prayer and meditation of many siddha saints is 
convulsing the practitioners up until today. 

Nearby is Ras mandal and a well. Atmosphere of this place is 
worth experiencing. 

Dadhi Bhajan Sthal (Mata Bilo) 

Two very big pots used by Shri Yashoda ji for churning the 
yogurt are worth seeing even today. It is said that these two earthen 
pots used to be kept in the front of Nanda palace. 

Shri Nanda-Baithak 

Nanda baithak is near the Yashoda kund. It is believed that 
when Shri Krishna and Balrama come to the forest for grazing, the 
place where they sit has become famous as Shri Nanda baithak. 

This is a beautiful site. It is connected with the wonderful memories 
of many saints and is soaking all with its atmosphere even today. 

Karaharo 

Near the Yashoda kund is Karaharo vana. There is a samadhi 
of Shri Nityanandadas ji, a famous saint of recent past. Shri 
Nityanandadas ji Maharaj was a great rasik. He used to be engrossed 
in the Leela of Priya and Priyatam. He had great devotion for the 
Brajwasis. He had devout faith in madhukari. 

He used to say to the Brajwasis, “Please perform my last rites 
while abusing me.” Coincidently, when he entered the Nitya Leela a 
big crowd assembled and the Brajwasis could not even reach near his 
pyre. From a distance abusing him sweetly they threw their dry cow 
dung cakes in the pyre. 

Madhusudan Kund 




(¥TO ^O) 
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Famous by the ‘Madhusudan’ name of Shri Krishna, this 
Madhusudan kund, the garden of flowers is making the site fragrant 
with its moist fragrance. The bees buzzing all around are singing 
the songs of that fragrance even today. The Yugal transmitting the 
fragrance of their rasa to these flowers become absorbed in their rasa 
filled pursuits. 

This site is resonating with the sounds of those very rasa secrets 
even today. 

Panihari Kund 

qfasift TTR Mvr I 

cft% spr Pp ii 

Shri Krishna goes for grazing every day. Taking their lunches 
with them, all the sakhas come here and have their meals. Maiya 
Yashoda prepares various delicacies and gives it to them. After having 
their meal they like drinking the water of this place. 

Shri Vrinda Devi in order to make Priyaji meet with Priyatam, 
brings Her here on some pretext or the other. Taking His beloved Shri 
Radha with Him, Priyatam comes to a nearby dense nikunja. The 
group of sakhis eager to savour the beauty of Yugal suddenly arriving 
near this nikunja and then beholding the beauty of the rasa vihar, rasa 
vilas become filled with bliss. This site of afternoon rest becomes 
blessed with the whirlpools of some rasaful labour and rest. 

The beauty of the site and the enchanting kund covered by the 
trees are worth seeing. Nearby is the kund of Vrinda Devi. 

Vrinda Devi 

'T'll I 
pfarTT 9^ II 
Wife 3 RT m *fT I 



5 Rt f^rt^) 

Oh! The one who becoming absorbed in rasa of love, decorating 
every new kunja one by one with fragrant flowers, expands the Leela 
of the Yugal surrounded by the sakhis, I pray to that Vrinda devi. 
There is kund of Shri Vrinda devi here. 









257 


SHRI NANDAGAON - Chapter Six 

Gocharan Gaman Veethi 

There! It is time for grazing. Shri Nandanandan dressed as an 
expert dancer-actor, has started walking from Nandagaon towards the 
forest to some secluded site on the ha nk s of Yamuna where there is 
green grass, pure water and where the rasaful chirping of birds in the 
dense trees is resonating. Revered Behen ji saw it and became absorbed- 

ftlT RR WT 3R < y l c hd. 

'T^' HTH ■*iTl' c iI< u l I 
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Every day both the brothers, Shri Krishna and Bahama 
surrounded by the cowherd boys take the cows for grazing from 
gocharan gaman veethi (way to grazing ground). Everyday Maiya 
puts different clothes and ornaments on them and packs their lunches. 
The heart of maiya becomes restless at the thought of the day long 
separation. All the Brajwasis gather here to see Kanhaiya and savour 
His beauty. Some times maiya also comes with them. Dressed like a 
cowherd, Kanhaiya, carrying the flute in one hand and the stick in the 
other, starts walking like an intoxicated elephant. 

Due to the gusts of the wind, when the strands of His hair come 
over the face then He looks so beautiful trying to fix them with His 
bluish hands. Even the cows impatient to see the exquisite beauty 
of their dear Kanhaiya turn back again and again. All this sight is 
enthralling. 

At times the naughty Shri Krishna looks here and there from 
the comers of His eyes. At times on the pretext of arranging His 
pitambar, He sends some signal and moves on. In this way drenching 
all Brajwasis in bliss by various signals, Kanhaiya proceeds for 
grazing. Even today this site is giving the darshan of the Leelas related 
to ‘van gaman’( going to forest). 

Nearby is Dadhi Manthan Sthal and Sahasi kund where Shri 
Krishna swings with the sakhis. 
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Kadamba Vana 

tw epffffi i 
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There is no dearth of wealth and prosperity in the palace of Shri 
Nandarai ji where Shyam Sundar is wandering. His fame is spread 
everywhere. Both the brothers have separate gardens. Often they 
go to each other’s garden. Today Kanhaiya along with His sakhas 
has come to the garden of elder brother Shri Balrama ji. Filled with 
infinite cleverness Kanhaiya along with His sakhas tricked and cheated 
Balrama ji many times. Balrama ji started displaying some anger but 
after looking at the sweet smile of Shri Krishna he forgot all about it. 
Balrama ji laid down to get some rest. Kanhaiya came running and 
taking the two feet of Balrama ji in His lap started massaging them. 
Balrama ji fell asleep. Now Kanhaiya could do as He pleased. 

Leaving the elder brother sleeping, Kanhaiya reached where 
His beloved Kishori Shri Radha was and started giving bliss to the 
sakhis with words and speech laden with wit and humor. 

Mukta Kund 

Hvbl tTSfr ej»FIK I 

^ fvT apTR II 

Braj Dham is the site of delightful amusements and games. 
Here the amusements are also for the sake of the Leela. They are part 
of the Leela only. If there is any mutual discussion taking place, it is 
only about the beauty of Nandanandan, His rasa filled conversations 
and the keli kautukas that took place with Him. Sakhis in the shelter 
of their Kishori with Priyatam Shyam Sundar remain absorbed in bliss 
always. 

The innocent and naive cowherd boys were feeling proud once 
describing the mighty deeds of their Kanhaiya. On the other hand the 
sakhis overwhelmed by the magnificent grandeur of their beloved 
sakhi Shri Radha were also feeling elated. They were mutually talking 
in this way. Sakhas requested Kanhaiya to sow pearls. Respecting 
His sakhas, Kanhaiya sowed the pearls while everyone was looking. 
Heaps of pearls got collected in front of them. If the sakhis had wanted 
even they could have asked Shri Radha to sow the pearls but the path 
of love is different. The natural thing here is to respect the beloved. 
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Sakhas became busy with collecting the pearls, Kanhaiya with His 
beloveds went over to the other side to create a prelude to some new 
rasa. The unrestrained keli of rasa flowed there. 

Submerging all in bliss through those delightful rasa endeavours, 
how many pearls were collected by Kanhaiya and from where? What 
were the ways in which they were collected? All this is known to them 
only. 

Giving the account of those blissful rasa efforts this site is 
famous as Mukta Kund even today. 

Shri Krishna Pada Chinha Sthal 

TffEjpr WRT: II 1 2 

(4tR'€WI 10/38/24) 
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The entire Braj having kissed the foot prints of Brajendra 
Nandan Shri Krishna is blessed amongst the blessed. Nandanandan 
Shyam Sundar along with the cowherd boys has been playing many 
games here. He has been increasing the beauty of the forests by 
wandering in them following the cows while they graze. He has been 
distributing rasa by organising many delightful Leelas and engaging 
in vihar with the Braj maidens in the nikunjas. The village of Nandarai 
ji is blessed. These cowherd boys are blessed. The trees and vines are 
blessed who offer gifts of flowers only for Shri Krishna. The sides of 
the lakes are blessed, where the quarrels are always taking place and 
where Shri Krishna engages in rasa steeped sports. Every site, the 
forests, the gardens, the ghats and the paths, the kunja-nikunjas, the 
alleys, all marked with the foot prints of Shri Krishna are convulsing 
everyone with the blissful memories of His. Even today many great 

1. O King! Contemplating on Shri Krishna, Akroorji the son of Shwafalka, mounting 
his chariot arrived in Gokul and the sun moved toward the western mountain. 

2. There Shri Akroorji saw, the pure raja of the feet that is applied on the head by all 
lokapals, those holy footprints of Shri Krishna which are the enhancer of the beauty 
of the earth, having the signs of Lotus, barleycorn, goad and others. 
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ones tasting the delightful Leelas of Shyam Sundar are guiding our 
paths. It is Shri Krishna’s vow to always provide the touch of His 
feet to the entire rasaful earth of Braj. On the mountain rocks, in the 
forest alleys, in the Nanda palace, every where the foot prints of Shri 
Krishna can be seen. Shri Krishna has definitely left His foot prints by 
wandering here, who can say if Shri Krishna came to this particular 
site to quench the thirst of its heart. This site filled with excess rasa, 
receiving the touch of the feet, quenched its own thirst, and the foot 
prints became imprinted as it melted in bliss. Even this cannot be said 
that where ever the auspicious feet, filled with excess rasa, helpless 
due to a certain surge of rasa stepped, that site was unable to collect 
the continual flow of the rasa of love thoroughly. These marks of rasa 
visible even today are reiterating the memory of those rasa excesses. 

Looking at these foot prints Shri Akroor j i became overwhelmed. 
At times he started putting the dust on his forehead and at times 
becoming impatient and restless to surrender everything of his to 
these foot prints, he became delusional. 

Located in the east of the village, this site is glorifying itself 
with its memory. 

Gidiya (Geindukhara) 

Shyam Sundar, fond of constant newness, always remains 
absorbed in new sports. He plays different games with the sakhas and 
respects and honours their feelings of friendship. 

Today playing with the ball, He is enhancing the joy of the 
sakhas. This site is always conversant with the joy and delight received 
and the sweet accusations made during the ball game. 

This site where Shri Krishna and the sakhas play ball (geinda) is 
famous as Giddoya. This is in the north western quarter of Nandagram. 
In the west of it is the Gupta kund and in north east quarter is the 
Geinda kund. 

Do Mila Vana 

One dense forest area near the Poomamasi cave is known as Do 
Mil Vana. The vines growing in the shelter of nearby trees and enfolding 
them can be seen here and there. The site seen in this form of trees and 
vines symbolic of the mutual love of the sakhis and Shyam Sundar, 
gives a signal or a clue of their union. Even today the profoundness 
of the memory of sentimental devotees acting as the prelude to Leela 
darshan has come into the experience of many Vaishnavas. 
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This site is full of miracles. Till date many attempts were made 
by the government for the development of this site, but because of one 
reason or the other they had to be abandoned. This has been the place 
for grazing and the government has also left it as grazing ground. 

Shri Krishnadas Siddha Baba after taking the prasad that was 
offered to Govindadev ji (that resulted in his mind becoming scattered 
and peiplexed) went to Shri Jaikrishnadas Baba. After getting the 
solution to the problem came and started living at Do mil vana. He 
experienced the grace of Shri Radharani here for the first time. Later 
he went to Chakaleishwar. 

This is a beautiful site. 

Yogiya Sthan 

tSvRFT: gfaHRlf WTT II 1 

(sftWTTWT 10/46/8) 

After liberating many demons Shri Krishna started ruling 
Mathura. He remembered Braj constantly. Day and night He used to 
remember his cows, His parents, His sakhas and His beloved Braj 
maidens. Bound by the exclusive and intense love and attachment of 
His intimate devotees, He remains virdjmdn near them forever so the 
question of absence does not arise. But the nature of love is of “more 
and more.” Even after meeting, there prevails a feeling of not having 
met and therefore the rasaful peaking of love exists only in the desire 
for more and more. 

Shri Krishna once sent His dear sakha Uddhav ji with a message 
to the village of Shri Nandarai ji. Shri Uddhav ji came to Nandagram. 
Shri Nandarai ji welcomed and honoured him. Discussion related to 
Shri Krishna is the life of the Brajwasis. His sweet Leelas are their 
breath and life. Absorbed in talking about the Leela, the virtues and 
the sweetness of their Jeewan Sarvaswa the intimate devotees of Shri 
Krishna forgot themselves. Shri Uddhav ji also becoming absorbed 
in enjoying the sweetness of Braj, the blissfulness of the gardens, the 
quiet and profound flow of Yamuna ji and the enchanting sites on the 
bank, started living in Braj for some time. 

l.At the time of dusk Shri Uddhav ji reached the Braj of Shri Nandarai ji or 
Nandagram. At that time the cows were returning from the forests after grazing. 
From the trampling of their hooves so much dust was flying that his chariot became 
covered with it. 
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When Shri Nandarai ji asked him about Shri Krishna, Shri 
Uddhav ji told him about the infinite love and respect that Shri Krishna 
has for all of them and about His blissful memories of the Brajwasis. 
After assuring them in every way, he expressed the feelings of Shri 
Krishna before them. Brajwasis were already living absorbed in the 
constant company of Shri Krishna by contemplating on the many 
blissful Leelas of grazing, vanshivadan (flute playing), Shri Giriraj 
dharan (holding of Giriraj ji) and others. 

This site absorbed in such conversations about Shri Krishna, 
connected with the discussion of knowledge by Shri Uddhav ji but 
totally unimpressed and uninfluenced by it, became famous as Yogiya 
sthan. 

Uddhav Kyaree 

II 1 

(te'flTW 10/47/3) 

To give assurance to His intimate devotees, Shri Krishna sent 
His minister Shri Uddhav ji to Braj. Talking with love to Shri Nanda 
baba and other cowherds he gave them the message and the assurance 
of Shri Krishna. 

Gopis were extremely distraught and anguished after Shri 
Krishna left for Mathura. Though absorbed in and intoxicated by 
the discussion of Shri Krishna Leela they always felt the presence of 
Priyatam close by but upon the arrival of Shri Uddhav ji due to the 
state of mind they were in, they started complaining and made loving 
accusations unburdening their hearts thus. Gopis are the ideal of love. 
Within the boundaries of the happiness of Priyatam they only made 
conversations filled with love. 

On getting the assurances related to yoga from Uddhav ji, they 
could not control themselves. They had no experience of any absence 
or dearth. They felt the presence of Shri Krishna every moment 
constantly. With this feeling they said. 

TflT ePFT TPT 7TFT THT-fUT YqUT t I’ 


1. When they learnt that he has come with a message from Rama raman Lord Shri Krishna, 
then they paid him respect by bowing humbly, smiling shyly and with sweet glances 
and voice and after making him sit on an asan in private, they started speaking like this. 
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Where the sweet beautiful form of Shyam Sundar pervades 
every pore of the body, how can there be any room left for yoga. 
“Udho mana na bhayei das beesa” there are no ten or twenty minds 
there is only one, where Shyam Sundar is already seated. Except Him 
they do not want to see anything else. 

Speaking such, they said to Uddhav ji 

¥FW 'jfrttT WET I 

gRT RTW fllUl II 
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They were not concerned with the light or the knowledge of 
Brahma. For them the fact that the Shyam Sundar is their very own, 
that He is the base of their lives, is enough. Spellbound by the sound 
of His flute they are getting drenched in love. 

Again accusing Him with love they said- 

WFt ! flTW TWETTW wt? 'Jl'plR gwff I 

Per gw fag, ww ii 
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O Jeewan Sarvaswa ! Why are you not taking any notice of your 
cows, cowherds, sakhas and us the powerless maidens and giving us 
your recourse and support. Without you the whole world looks empty. 

Looking at the state of the Braj maidens, Uddhav ji forgot all 
about preaching yoga. Looking at the love for Shri Krishna in every 
pore of their bodies, their constant experience of the nearness of 
Priyatam, their day and night contemplation, their profound love for 
Shri Krishna, Uddhav ji was bewildered. Longing for those drops of 
love he started saying- 

t ttt WTWTF ilPd SWlt I 

W WTWEEW tw sfa II 
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Shri Uddhav ji while expounding yoga started eulogizing the 
dignity of the love of the gopis. Speaking about the height of their love 
and believing in the presence of Shri Krishna near them, he started 
expounding that love is beyond knowledge, yoga and action. Love is 
like a diamond and yoga and knowledge are like glass compared to it. 
This is only a cognitive dissonance. 

Shri Uddhav ji after learning the lesson of love and doing 
darshan of the love of gopis returned to Shri Krishna. He started 
describing the love of the gopis to Him and became desirous of living 
in Braj longing for the dust of the feet of these gopis. After hearing the 
complete description, Shri Krishna said- 

?f W HTWT I 
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O Uddhav ji! I had sent you to get some news about Braj, you 
have returned so impressed from there. In fact there is no difference 
between me and the gopis. We are always one like the waves and the 
water. 

This site of Shri Uddhav ji’s conversation about knowledge, of 
the loving accusations of the gopis, of Shri Uddhav ji’s acceptance of 
the supremacy of love and his expression of gratitude towards gopis 
became famous as Uddhav kyaree and is saturated with the same rasa 
filled atmosphere even today. 

Many saints have received the darshan of Shri Krishna here. 
About fifty years ago Shri Krishna gave His darshan to one extremely 
dear and intimate devotee of His under a Kadamba tree, that is in the 
east of Ras site near the baithak of Uddhav ji and made her experience 
His causeless mercy. 

Till now we have read about the Leela sites of Nandagram, let 
us now enjoy wandering in the neighbouring Leela sites. 


Maharana (Mohini Vana) 
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O Mohini Vana created by Lord Vishnu disguised as Mohini! 
Enchanter of the three worlds! Obeisance to you. 

This is the site of the cow bam of Shri Abhinanda cowherd. 
This is the place of the maternal grandparents of Shri Krishna. 

After finishing her work in the house, maiya laid down to 
put Kanhaiya to sleep. All necessary items are kept near Kanhaiya. 
Kanhaiya was not feeling sleepy. Embracing and hugging maiya, 
honouring her motherly love, Kanhaiya spoke in a sweet lisping voice, 
“Maiya! Maiya! Tell me a story.” Maiya was feeling a little sleepy but 
alert Kanhaiya started insisting for a story. Finally Maiya holding Him 
tight said, “You want to listen to a story.” He said yes. Maiya said- 

In Treta yuga there was a king who was very valiant. He was the 
knower of dharma and the follower of truth. His fame was renowned 
all around. His name was Dasharath. Shri Ayodhya was his capital. 
The name of his eldest son was Shri Ram. Because of the order of His 
mother Kaikeiyi and His father king Dasharath He agreed to reside in 
the forests and left for the forests. His faithful and devoted wife Shri 
Sita ji also accompanied Him. 

Kanhaiya was listening attentively. As maiya became silent 
Kanhaiya asked enthusiastically, “What happened afterwards?” After 
a while maiya said, “Demon king Ravan abducted Sita by deception.” 
Listening to this Kanhaiya stood up and said, “Lakshaman! 
Lakshaman! Get my bow, I will kill the wicked Ravan right now.” 
Maiya got frightened and in fear embraced Kanhaiya more tightly. 
After some time Kanhaiya pacified maiya who had become frightened 
by His memory of the past. The eminent devotee Shri Soordas ji has 
portrayed this Leela very poignantly- 

^ *psT =H u Tl I 
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Kanhaiya is virajman here in the form of Shri Ram with maiya 
Yashoda. 

In the south of the village is the temple of Lord Narsinha. To its 
east, there is a mark of a cow hoof. Mayur Kuti is in the north eastern 
quarter. There are marks of Shri Krishna’s playing in the east. 

The celebrations of Holi and Shri Krishna Janmashtami are 
specially worth seeing. 


Jawata (Yava gram) 

Shri Shri Radha is th eAhladini Shakti of Shri Krishna. She is the 
eternal companion of Priyatam and Priyatam is also always virajman 
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with Her. Even a moment’s separation is unbearable to them. They 
are always united with each other. What can anyone say about the 
Nitya Leela? The ever renewing beauty of the Priyatam, the ripples 
of the rasa waves of the ocean of sweetness, the rays of His sweet 
smiles, the spring of rasa flowing from the rasa saturated eyes filling 
the entire nature with sweetness created a romp and revelry of rasa. If 
such was the case of Nature then who can even begin to say anything 
about these naive innocent Braj maidens. Their matter is their own. 

Yes! Every moment they are engaged in rasa filled conversations 
of Priyatam. They are absorbed in rasa filled signals and remain lost in 
His humour and jest. The presiding Goddess of those vey Braj maidens, 
the friend and the companion of those very gopis, Shri Radha always 
remains Shri Krishna bhav- bhavit. Soaked, steeped and nourished by 
the sweetness of the smiles of Shri Krishna which belittles the lustre 
of hundreds and hundreds of moons, Shri Radha is always virajman 
near Him and bound by the sidelong glance of Priyaji, Priyatam also 
remains virajman near Her. Ah! These two are the two embodiments 
of love. Pranayi Shri Radha and Pranayi Rijhawar Shri Krishna are 
‘Don chakor dou chandrama ’ i.e. they both are the chakor and both 
are the moons. The pinnacle of love itself is filled in this saying. 

These two moon incarnate of rasa along with their countless 
stars always remain virajman together. They appear separate from 
each other, only for the purpose of the peaking of rasa, for increasing 
of rasa, for the purpose of organising a particular Leela. The story of 
Jawata gram is connected with this very purpose. 

cRTT W I +t u 'Sv|+^ | | 
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After that there is Yava Vata, Ras Mandal. Above that are the 
foot prints of twelve years old ten sakhis including that of Shri Radha. 

The Context Of Origin 

wiT^i=r 'Tht fawci II 
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Nandanandan Shri Krishna and His beloved Shri Radha are 
the incarnates of shringar. The essence of shringar, Priya Shri Radha 
endowed with ever new beauty, adorned with ever new shringar 
remains steeped in the love of Her Jeewan Sarvaswa or it can be 
said that the complete shringar itself, upon receiving Her touch and 
proximity becomes blessed. She styles Her hair, adorns Herself with 
flowers, puts kohl in Her rasa filled eyes and makes various drawings 
with sandal and kumkum on Her body. She puts red paint on Her feet. 
The exquisite beauty of Priya ji decorated with the shringar.... Oh! The 
beauty and the sweetness get aggregated here. Beholding the beauty, 
splendor, luster, glory of Priya ji, even Kam and Rati lower their heads 
in shame. 

This Pranayi Kishore Shri Nandanandan is the actual enjoyer of 
the shringar. Looking at the arrangement of rasa filled keli, Priyatam 
floating in the fluid waves of the ocean of rasa, blesses and gratifies 
the shringar. In some such blissful moment, Priya ji adorned with 
shringar entered the nikunja for rasa vihar along with the sakhis. 
Looking for His beloved Shri Radha, all of a sudden Priyatam also 
came to the same nikunja. On the pretext of doing shringar of the 
two crazy lovers with flowers, the sakhis left to pick flowers from the 
nearby garden. Priya-Priyatam kept admiring each other’s shringar. 
The sweetness of the bashfulness of Priya ji, expressed at times 
through a gentle smile and at times through yes or no, kept enhancing 
the rasa keli. In the spurt of the rasa of love both of them became 
absorbed in some profound rasa. Oh! Who can depict this tale of the 
Yugal sheltered in the lap of the sport of love. Receiving the touch of 
the body of Priya ji, this rasa clever site carefully imprinted the red 
paint or the jawak of the feet of Priya ji on its heart. Who can say if the 
extremely generous Shri Radha fulfilled the wish of this site Herself. 
Since then this site became famous as Jav-vat. The vata having jav is 
Jav-vata. Even today it is famous by the same name. 

This is the place of Abhimanyu cowherd. According to the 
difference of the kalpa Shri Radha is believed to be married to him. 
Kutila was the sister of Abhimanyu and Jatila their mother. Shri 
Vrishbhanu cowherd had organized this marriage on the advice of 
Poomamasi, the wife of the priest. Due to the power of Yogamaya 
Shri Abhimanyu cowherd would not even touch the shadow of Shri 
Radha. Due to shyness he always remained occupied in the cow bam 
and with other cowherds of his age. Jatila and Kutila remained busy 
with the household work. On the other hand the sakhis would cleverly 
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arrange the meetings of Shri Krishna with Shri Radha. The rasikas 
have accepted the state of parkiya bhav only for the culmination of 
rasa, otherwise Shri Radha is the exclusive and devout beloved of Shri 
Krishna, She is His Ahladini Shakti. His eternal beloved. 

Leela Sites (Radha Kund) 

RWl' RrRT vlT^ldl^ d+i) RR: I 

W TTSTT^iTR ^ RR: II 
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O Shri Radhika Swaroop! O Shri Lalita Swaroop! O Shri Radha 
Kund for the sport of Shri Krishna! Obeisance to you. 

The ways of these two rasa crazy Yugal itself are unique. The 
nature of love is strange. It renews and increases every moment. 
Who can find the bounds of the ever renewing waves, rising in the 
ocean of beauty? These rasa crazy lovers of perpetual keli always 
remain absorbed in new and novel keli. The rasa erupts in joking and 
jesting with the sakhis. At times the rasa spills in the pleadings and 
the entreaties of dan and man. In the rasa filled teasing and flirting, 
Priyatam swaying in the alleys of rasa with the sakhis, somehow finds 
the opportunity to be alone with Priyaji. The rush of rasa in solitude, 
the blissful desires for rasa eruption, at times merge in the organisation 
of the water sports and at times taking the support of the vines of some 
dense nikunja, Rasik Rijhawar becomes absorbed in rasa. This rasa 
keli acts as the prelude to the water sports. In order to make the sakhis 
savour the infinite rasa Priyatam Shyam Sundar, drowning in rasa in 
the nikunja at the strand of Shri Radha kund, enters into the water. 
This kund gets soaked with the sandal, saffron, red powder and the 
other cosmetics anointed on the bodies of the sakhis. 

This rasa filled kund familiarizing us with many such secrets of 
water sports is getting impatient to give the direct vision of its Leela 
even today. 

Ras Mandal 

rt wiRterci rf Prfrhi i 
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Fully absorbed and engrossed Shri Radha along with the sakhis 
did many Ras Leelas here with seven years old Shri Krishna. 

While doing the Prakat Leela, Kanhaiya is in the form of a 
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seven years old child, but in Leelas with gopis of His age, He is 
always an adolescent. Kanhaiya engrossed in the rasa endeavours 
of adolescence has done many Leelas here. Blessed with the secrets 
of giving and receiving rasa in these Leelas, this site is soaking the 
devotees with rasa even today. 

Padmavati Vivah Sthal 

WTR^ fan? < 

WET II 
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These two rasa embodiments continually showering the 
streams of rasa nectar constantly remain absorbed in rasa. The Pranayi 
Nandanandan gives solitary and private pleasure to Shri Radha, 
but even Her bodily manifestations the Braj maidens keep getting 
soaked in the shower of that same rasa. The whole nature is spell 
bound by His beauty. When even the birds and animals become crazy 
drinking the potion of that beauty, then who can say anything about 
the fortune of these Braj maidens? Ever adolescent Nandanandan is 
extremely generous and so is His beloved Kishori Shri Radha. The 
rasa, receiving which She becomes blessed and gratified Herself, 
She gives inspiration to distribute that same rasa to the Braj damsels, 
who are the direct manifestations of Her body. The desires of the Braj 
maidens forever steeped in the boundary of ‘Tatsukhei sukhitwam ’ 
and expounding this very principle are no secret to the extremely 
generous Kishori Shri Radha. Therefore inspiring Her sakhis Herself, 
She creates opportunities for them to taste that same rasa. The 
uninterrupted eternal bliss that belongs to Priya ji, by Her wish, is 
also received by the sakhis. It was received by the rasa steeped sakhis 
simultaneously in the Ras as they are emotionally identical. They 
have many bodies but their minds are one. The sakhis receiving the 
proximity of the Priyatam became engrossed in the conversations about 
Him. Rewarding the eternal desire of Padmavati sakhi, the rasa filled 
Kishore became absorbed in rasa. Sakhis did the entire decorations. 
The heart of the sakhi Padmavati started pulsating. Bashfully she 
lowered her eyes. After some time upon receiving the nearness of her 
mistress Shri Radha, she became conscious. Shri Radha holding her 
hand and talking sweetly, made that maiden sit on the predetermined 
decorated place. Priyatam was already virajman there. Tying the end 
of the pitambar of Shri Krishna with the end of the sari of this maiden, 
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Shri Radha started looking at her face. Oh! Who can describe the 
current state of the mind? And how.... ? Feeling extremely shy, this 
maiden. 

Sakhis sang songs of auspiciousness and this maiden feeling 

bashful.became absorbed in some unprecedented rasa. And this 

fortunate site, became suffused with that blissful atmosphere. 

Fliding those joyful memories in its womb this site is transmitting 
that rasa even today. 

This auspicious and benevolent site is the giver of the love of 
Shri Kris hn a. 

Shri Radhika Gamana-gaman Veethika 

The Idol of all the living beings, the Lord of the entire universe, 
the Almighty Shri Krishna performs all human like Leelas during His 
incarnation. His beloved Kishori Shri Radha also gives respect to Sun 
god and worships him. She goes for the worship of Sun god through 
this path. 

Kanhaiya, intoxicated by the fragrance of Kadamba forest, is 
already aware of these events. Therefore hiding behind these very 
Kadamba trees, Fie is becoming more and more intoxicated looking 
at the expressions of Priya ji. At times Fie is looking at Fler posture of 
picking the flowers. At times looking at Fler disentangling the clothes 
or the ornaments entangled in the branch of some tree, Fie is getting 
absorbed in the rasa. Adjusting the sari’s border, Priya ji adjusted the 
scattered hair with Fler left hand and bending the branch tried to pluck 
the flower but the flower creeper slipped and went up. To grasp the 
creeper again, Priya ji stood on the tips of Fler toes and lifting herself 
again and again tried to grab the vine but Fler hand could not reach 
it. Somehow Priya ji caught hold of one vine and bending it plucked 
one bunch of flowers. She had just put the bunch in the sari’s border, 
when the vine escaped again. Beholding this sight, subjugated by 
love, Priyatam Shyam Sundar started laughing. Flearing the sound 
of the laughter Priya ji was startled. She raised her eyes. In the mean 
time, the sakhis that were around also started laughing. 

Priya ji filled with shyness said, “O Priyatam! Finding me 
helpless do not harass me. O the naughty one! Please let go of my 
sari! I have to go for the worship of Sun god now. O Gokul veer! Do 
not cause delay. Chandra Vadan! Looking at your furtive, playful eyes 
I am getting frightened.” In this way forbidding Him, Priyaji started 
pleading and making entreaties. 
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Filled with those lofty waves of rasa, elated and stirred by the 
hints and signals pleasing to His mind Priyatam became playful filled 
with more and more rasa at that very site. 

Even today soaked by those rasa drops, this site is making the 
sentimental devotees taste the rasa. 

Shri Krishna Kund 

W arftr ii 

wo JO) 

This site surrounded by thick dense trees is famous as Shri 
Krishna kund and is the creator of many Leelas. This Krishna kund is 
the witness to almost all the Leelas of Priya-Priyatam. 

Once amidst these very banyan trees Priyatam arrived with 
Priya ji to swing. Sakhis also arrived after some time. The rasa 
adept Priyatam thought of a new game. He said, “Today I will make 
the preparations for the swing with my hands.” Without waiting He 
became engaged in the work. Putting up an extremely beautiful swing 
He said to Priya ji, “Swaminiji! Please come.” Priya ji tried to sit but 
as it was a little high she could not sit on it. Priyatam Shyam Sundar 
taking Her in His arms lifted Her and on the pretext of seating Her 
on the swing embraced Her. Even before the swing festival, Priya- 
Priyatam started swaying in the waves of rasa. 

From the courtyard in the back, sakhis entered the nikunja 
laughing. That private blissful swinging converting into a group 
festival of swinging became soaked with the showers of rasa. The 
rest of the sakhis also became drenched in the special rasa. 

Soaked and steeped in such blissful Leelas, this site is convulsing 
all by its atmosphere even today. 

Thi s kund is situated in the south of the village. Nearby is Mukta Kund 
where the sakhis had done the shringar of Priya-Priyatam with the pearls. 

Nearby is Pawan Kund. It is situated amidst the Kadamba trees 
in the north western quarter of the village. 

Ladali Kund 

Shri Lalita ji arranges the meeting of Priya-Priyatam at this site. 
Therefore this has become famous as Ladali Kund. 

It is situated to the west of Pawan kund. 
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Vara-Prapti Sthal 

Shri Radha once suddenly came over to this site. She met 
Devarshi Narad ji suddenly. Honouring him fully, Shri Radha bowed 
to him. Devarshi getting pleased gave Her the blessing of being 
‘Amrita hasta.’ 1 

Priya ji is an adept at all arts, yet she gives lull respect to Her 
own devotees. 

Shri Radhakanta temple is in the west of the village. In the 
north eastern quarter there is Kishore kund and in the south¬ 
eastern quarter there is Siddha kund. In the south of the village 
is Kuntal kund also known as Neepa kund. Other nearby sites 
worth visiting are Dahara vana, Vihaval kund, Panihari kund, 
Paral Ganga etc. 

There is a tree here famous as Parijat tree. This tree flowers 
in the month of Baisakh. It is believed that Shri Radha Herself had 
planted this tree with Her hands and it continues to exist in the form 
of the direct descendant of that tree since then. 

Kokila Vana 

'HW'IVK ! II 

O the forest inhabitated by divine sages and celestial beings! O 
Kokila van full of bliss built by the cuckoo! Giver of the sweet sound! 
Obeisance to you. 

The pilgrimage done in Swati asterism, on the fifth day of the 
bright fortnight of the month of Bhadra (aug-sep) is believed to have 
special significance. 

Appearance 

Priyatam Shyam Sundar goes for grazing every day. After giving 
joy to the sakhas, at times leaving the cows grazing in the forests and 
the sakhas behind to take care of them, He goes to fulfill the desires 
of His beloveds waiting for Him. Today He came to this very forest 
in the morning itself with a desire to meet His beloved Shri Radha. 
His ever new ideas and forever new ways are famous everywhere. 


1. All items made by Amrit hasta and task done by her are tasty and provide happiness 
to all. The one who has them lives long and becomes the cause of joy and delight of all. 
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He merged His voice with the sound of the cuckoo and resonated the 
whole forest. Shri Radha recognised Her beloved’s voice. But how 
could She go alone so far in the forest. Shri Vishakha ji thought of 
a way out. After taking the permission of all in the house she came 
with Shri Radha to this forest. On the other side, without knowing, the 
other sakhis also arrived searching for their Jeewan sarvaswa. The feet 
of these damsels steeped in love never go astray, in fact they reach the 
meeting point instinctively. This secluded site of rasa became blessed 
with the divine keli vilas. 

I 
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As the prelude to the union of Shri Radha Krishna was filled 
with the cooing sound of the cuckoo or Kokila, this site became 
famous as Kokila vana. 

Ratnakar Kund 

RTRT RR: II 

Bom from the milk brought by the sakhis O Ratnakar Sarowar! 
The source of various types of jewels! O provider of the boons! 
Obeisance to you. 

Destroyer of all the sins and giver of the wealth and prosperity 
this lake is also the giver of the causeless devotion of Priya-Priyatam 
to the devotees. 


Ras Mandal 


RRRfrRTRfpRTR TRR RjRT ! 
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O enchanting Ras Mandal illuminated by the sport of Ras! O 
Siddha Roop, made beautiful by the amorous dallying of the gopis! 
Obeisance to you. 


Baithak of Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji 

The baithak of Shrimanmahaprabhu ji is under the lupine tree 
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at the strand of Shri Krishna kund. Here he performed the recitation of 
Shrimad Bhagwat and granted the brahma sambandha to the Vaishnavas. 


Bijawari 

tIFT I 

IcJ FFT % 1FR II 
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Shri Akroor ji sent by Kansa came to Braj to take Nandanandan 
and Balrama ji to Mathura. Both the brothers boarded the chariot and 
started moving. The Brajwasis did not have the courage and strength 
to bear the separation of their Kanhaiya. They all stood before the 
chariot. This moment was very painful and agonising for the Braj 
maidens. The lotus like hearts of all the Brajwasis withered at the 
thought of separation with their Jeewan Sarvaswa. 

Though Shri Krishna is always virajman with His intimate 
devotees but in the play of Prakat Leela, His departure to Mathura 
was painful 1 and distraughtful for all the Brajwasis. It seemed as 
though the lightning had struck them. 

Gopis started crying. One by one all of them stood before the 
chariot. The earth became soaked with the incessant flow of their tears. Oh! 
They started cursing the Providence. How will they stay alive separated 
from Priya? Lamenting thus they started loosing their consciousness. 

Just about then, understanding the wish of Shri Krishna, by the 
power of Yogamaya, everybody felt that a steady mass of lightning 
had fallen on the earth from the sky. All the Brajwasis were frightened 
and dispersed here and there. This place where the mass of lightning 
fell, has been given the name Bijuari or Bijawari. 

This is about one and half mile from Nandagram. 

1. The rasikas of Braj believe, regarding the appearance of Shri Krishna, that He 
manifested as the son of Shri Vasudev ji (the opulent and majestic form) and at Shri 
Yashoda ji’s as Nandanandan (fonn of love and sweetness) along with a girl. When 
Vasudev ji arrived in Gokul with his son at Nandarai ji’s home, that Opulent fonn 
merged in the form of Love and sweetness. He stayed in Braj for eleven years and 
fifty two days and gave joy and delight to His intimate devotees. At the time when 
Akroor ji was taking Shri Krishna and Balrama ji to Mathura, the four armed fonn 
that was seen by him at Akroor ghat was the Opulent form of Nandanandan. To 
complete His future Leela with that very Majestic form, Lord Devakinandan went 
to Mathura and in the form of Nandanandan remained in Braj to give happiness to 
intimate devotees. His vow is- 

#4 m^TRTfT +^44 TTTT) 
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Sankhi 
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Shri Krishna and Balrama ji were once engaged in vihar at night 
with the sakhis of their respective groups. The night was adorned with 
the white moonlight. All around the fragrant breeze was blowing. The 
flowers were blooming. In such an enchanting night Shri Krishna and 
Balrama ji were absorbed in dancing with the gopis of their respective 
groups. The maidens intoxicated in divine bliss had no awareness of 
their clothes even. One servant of Kuber named Shankhachuda came 
there and abducting a few gopis started running away. When this 
came to the notice of Shri Krishna and Balrama ji, they ran after him. 
Seeing his death approaching him, Shankhachuda ran to save his life 
leaving gopis behind. Leaving Balrama ji near the Braj maidens Shri 
Krishna ran after him. Soon He caught him and with just one punch 
severed his head from his trunk. Shri Krishna returned with the jewel 
of Shankhachuda. He gave that jewel to his elder brother Shri Balrama 
ji with joy. As Balrama ji was there at that time, this place is also 
called Ram tala. 

It is about two miles from Sahar. 

Chhatravan (Chhata) 

’TRt II 2 
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Who can give the account of the rasa steeped sports of 
Kandarpraj Shri Krishna! 

Shri Krishna is the deliverer of the pride of Manoj (Cupid). He 
is the one who crushes his arrogance for good. 

Where Cupid gets defeated and falls to the ground, from 
there the pure rasa steeped Leelas of Shri Krishna begin. Only the 
relinquisher of all the worldly desires can become the enjoyer of Shri 
Krishna Kam. The Kam of Shri Krishna is Love itself. This is love in 
the purest form which is contained and permeated in the feeling of 
“Tatsukhei sukhitwam ” of the gopis. 

1. This is the village called Sankhi where Shri Krishna had killed the wicked 
Shankhachooda with His own hands. 

2. O Gopikamaya Shri Krishna! Chhatradhari obeisance to you. You are the giver of 
boons even to Indra and other demigods. 
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Kandarp Rasaraj Shri Krishna, His beloved Kishori Shri Radha 
and Her bodily manifestations the Braj maidens, are all engrossed 
in the divine rasa vilas. This group of sakhis is highly proficient in 
organising these rasaful Leelas. 

Once nourishing His sakhas with rasa Kanhaiya told Madhu- 
Mangal and other sakhas to go and announce, “Who is this person that 
is stealing the flowers from our garden and also damaging the trees etc.” 
It was a novel way of rasa keli. It was the rasa steeped appreciation of 
love. The beauty of all these rasa endeavours lies only with the Brajraj 
Nandanandan and the emotionally identical Braj maidens. Whereas on 
one hand His sweeter than sweet form gets revealed before us, on the 
other His supernatural acts and deeds become our ideals. Shri Krishna 
does Leela only to provide joy and delight to His intimate devotees. 
Madhu Mangal and the other sakhas took over the new responsibility 
from that day and made this announcement. 

‘+tSI<M WmFcI I’ 
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Since then this site became famous as Chhatra vana. Another 
name is Chhata. In the north east quarter is Surya Kund and in the 
south west is Chandra kund. Nearby is Umarao gram. 

Umarao 

srftr Tii i 
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The news of Nandanandan Shri Krishna being the chieftain was 
delivered to all in the Braj mandal by the sakhas. This news reached the 
sakhis also. Shri Lalita and other sakhis heard this with astonishment 
and said, “No, no, this cannot be. This garden is under the domain of 
our infinitely beautiful Mistress Vrishbhanu Nandini. In the world of 
Kandaip (cupid) She is totally capable of seizing everybody’s calm 
and patience. Where is the question of Cupid, when even the remover 
of the pride of Cupid, Shri Krishna pierced by one glance of Priya ji 
bound by the cord of love, takes Her refuge. Therefore the Mistress of 
this garden of Cupid is only Kishori Shri Radha, so who is this other 
shareholder in Her majestic grandeur for which the announcement is 
being made. Go sakhis apprehend him and produce him before the 
only presiding deity of the garden of Cupid, our Mistress Shri Radha.” 
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That is what happened. Sakhis tying Madhumangal with 
a cord of flowers brought him there. He was told the punishment. 
Madhumangal said jestfully, it is all right to give me punishment but 
first feed me tummy full of laddoos (a kind of sweet). Kishori Shri 
Radha said- this is some Brahmin boy so let him go. 

Madhumangal went and gave this news to his friend Kanhaiya. 
On hearing this Shyam Sundar became impatient and walked 
hurriedly towards the nikunja. Seeing Her beloved Shyam Sundar with 
Madhumangal Kishori Shri Radha felt shy. Just then Madhumangal 
made Shri Krishna sit on the throne to the right side of Kishori Shri 
Radha. All started drinking the sweetness of the infinite beauty of the 
Yugal. Upon this, addressing Shri Radhika Madhumangal said- 

■nftl't’K yPd RSJ epft | 

3T% eR SrftfeJjR' II 

^ smfrFFT I 

#fTTT %-tTT’ ^ II 

(¥TO JO) 

O Shri Radhe now bringing Shri Krishna near you, assume 
lordship over Him. If He gives you the pleasure of nearness even 
once, then considering it as your property, accept it diligently. 

Hearing all this Kishori Shri Radha became overwhelmed with 
emotions. Her cheeks became red. Eyes became shut. The neck bent 
a little. Love personified and permeated Her body. Sakhis saw this 
unique state of love, feeling happy within, they became absorbed 
in rasa. Madhumangal also left after receiving what he desired. The 
two remained in the Kandarp vatika deciding who the ruler is. Who 
knows if the decision was reached after the victory or the defeat of 
the battle of Cupid or if the heroes of the love decided on their win or 
loss spontaneously. Searching for the flowers stolen from the garden 
of the Chieftain Nanda Kumar, who knows what decisions were taken 
by Him on how and where to search, from which places He found the 
fragrance of the stolen flowers and when reconciling the two became 
one, the answers to these only they know. ‘Vividha kautukei sakhi 
shrama doora kaila’ meaning the sakhis removed their tiredness by 
organizing various events. 

Since the prelude to these events of rasa was Shri Radha’s acting 
as the Umarao i.e. the prince, the name of this village became Umarao. 

Kishori kund is here. There is the prayer and meditation hut 
of Lokanath Goswami. Shri Radha Vinod Thakur which is currently 
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virajman in Jaipur appeared from here. At this very kund under a tree 
Shri Lokanath Goswami lived a life full of renunciation and devotion. 

Nearby is Dhanshinga gram of Dhanishtha sakhi. 

Kosi (Kusha- Sthali) 

T J a *TFT PH) ^FT: 

fiR: «pi<=H|A|r) II 

(¥0 <TO) 

O the form of virtue! O the form of holiness! O Kusha vana 
giver of everlasting merit! Obeisance to you. 

Present name is Kosi. Shri Krishna gave the darshan of 
Vaikuntha to Nanda baba here. This is the treasury of Shri Nandarai 
ji. This is treated as Dwarakapuri of Braj-mandal. There are Ratnakar 
Sagar, Maya kund and Vishakha kund here. In the west of the village 
is Gomati kund. 


Nari- Seimari 




(3TTft?JT ¥0) 


O Pleasurable home of Narayana! O the form of the Supreme 
soul! Pleasurable forest called Narayana! Obeisance to you. 

Believing it to be the symbol of Nari- Narayana it has been 
addressed as Narayana vana. 

Man or pride has its own place in the rasa steeped sports of 
love. After the separation, the union has its own bliss. Only the lovers 
kn ow its significance. To increase the joy of Priyatam, Priyaji at times 
assumes man also. 

Shri Radha assumed man once. All the efforts made by 
Priyatam Who is supremely skillful at placating Her failed today. He 
went to the sakhis. Shri Lalita suggested that He should go to her 
in the guise of a sakhi and play some music to Her. Shyam Sundar 
did just that. Taking veena in hand, disguised as Shyamala sakhi, he 
went to Priyaji and started playing the veena. Listening to the sweet 
sound of veena Priya ji was startled. She called the sakhi to her and 
asked her, “Sakhi where have you learnt the music? You sing very 
sweetly.” Shyam Sundar disguised as sakhi replied, “I am a celestial 
singer of the heaven. My teacher sings even better than me. Her voice 
is sweeter than mine.” The mutual friendship soon became intimate. 
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Getting pleased, Priyaji tried to give that dark complexioned sakhi 
Her jeweled necklace. Sakhi pretending to be shy said, “Swamini ji, 
instead of this jeweled necklace please give me the jewel of man.” 
Shri Radha was already doubtful and now she understood completely 
and Her man disappeared. It is difficult to say how this sweet union 
commenced and ended. 

Both these sakhis are worshipped in the form of Braj devi. 
Sankarshan kund and Kishori kund are there. There is darshan of 
Baladev ji. 


Ranabadi 

The norm of love crazy Yugal itself is unique. The One Who 
is the personification of love, the source of sweetness, the height of 
beauty and Who chums the heart of Cupid himself, He, in order to 
seize the pride of Cupid, sets the prelude of the battle of love and 
challenges him. He gives life back to him and defeating him in the 
war, gives him the service of His feet for good. That very Shri Krishna 
Whose all desires are fulfilled is getting absorbed in rasa through 
various keli with His beloved Shri Radha. 

This site of that battle of cupid is famous as Ranabadi. 

Some one hundred twenty five years ago one Shri Krishna 
Prasad Chattopadhyaya came here from east Bengal. Later he became 
famous as Shri Krishnadas Baba. 

He used to live in Ranabadi gram. He left his house in his 
childhood and came to Braj. He was perfect in his prayer and 
meditation. Once he had a strong desire to travel and do pilgrimage. 
Suddenly he decided to visit Dwaraka. In the night Priyaji gave darshan 
and told him not to go to Dwaraka. He was so impatient because of 
his resolve that he dismissed Priya ji’s command as his own delusion 
and went to Dwaraka. Once he got there he became attracted to 
Dwaraka. He even got the stamp of tapta mudra (a seal) on his body . 1 
By now the desire to travel had subsided. He returned from the middle 
of the journey. 

The day Baba reached Braj, that same night Shri Radharani 
appeared in a dream again and said, “By going to Dwaraka and getting 
tapta mudra you have become the follower of Satyabhama ji. Now you 
are not fit for Braj, therefore you should go to Dwaraka and live there. 

1. People of all the sects go to Dwaraka and get a hot seal stamped on their body but 
no such rule is there for the Raganuragi devotees. Therefore for the devotees of Braj 
bhav the following of Shri Kishori ji is accepted as the principal thing whereas the 
Aishwarya predominant sadhakas do worship with Dwarika bhav. 
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You should attain Shri Krishna by doing worship with that feeling.” 

The dream this time seemed real to him which caused him 
extreme pain. After that he went to the Siddha Baba Shri Krishnadas 
ji of Gowardhan and told him all about the incident. Even he was 
stunned and did not even touch him. 1 

He consulted many saints in Braj. All advised him to follow the 
order of Priya ji. Hopeless, he came back to Ranabadi. 

Because of the fire of separation from Priya ji and his own 
resolve he felt deep anguish. His body started burning. This state 
remained almost for three months. The fire broke out within him and 
starting from the toe of the Baba sitting in siddhasan (yogic posture) 
reached up to his head. Within three days his body was charred to 
ashes. It is said that when the ashes cooled down his guru brother Shri 
Premadas ji offered a piece of wood to the ashes, which also started 
burning. 

Even today the no moon day of Paush (dec-j an), the day on 
which Baba became unmanifest is celebrated with enthusiasm by the 
Brajwasis every year. 

Shri Jagannathdas, Shri Biharidas and many Brajwasis were 
present at the time when his body burned with the fire of the yoga. 

Khayaro (Khadira Vana) 
gwntw ’TRT I 

W# HI'EM I t II 2 

<3TTft ttTO ) 

TT ^ Wkt vfPE I 

rTT trsit •TTl RTT II 

(3TTO ^TO ) 

The famous Khadira vana is the seventh famous forest in the world. 
O Bhadrei! Just by wandering here a person attains my eternal abode. 


1. For the devotees of Braj bhav living in Braj is necessary. Along with that, the bhav 
should remain that of Braj only. It seems that Shri Krishnadas baba not only took the 
mudra but probably there was also a change in his bhav. Otherwise to imagine such 
harshness in supremely tender hearted Kishori Shri Radha will be a big mistake. The 
One Who is the embodiment of love and affection naturally- She can indeed nourish the 
bhavas of Her janas but to impose any unbearable condition on them is totally against 
Her nature. 

2. O Vibhooti Swaroop of various types! O Khadira van giver of boons to the 
demigods, gandharwas and the human beings! Obeisance to you. 
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This is a grazing ground. Shri Krishna comes here for grazing. 
Sometimes He gives joy to the sakhas by climbing up and down the 
trees. And sometimes He enhances the happiness of sakhas by bathing 
in water. He eats His food with the sakhas in the forest. Maiya Yashoda 
sends food for her sons. They distribute it amongst all and then have 
it. This place where they eat their food is famous as “Neio chhak”. 

‘Khayarei tei avego, kurta topi lavego.’ meaning that someone 
will come from Khayaro and will bring the shirt and the cap. As Shri 
Krishna was born to parents in old age, He was made to wear clothes 
taken from others. Even today this pada is sung by the assembly of 
goswamis of Nandagaon. 

Sangam Kund 

Nearby is a dense garden of Kadamba trees. Sangam kund 
is there. The Brajwasis are always impatient to see their Jeewan 
Sarvaswa. The cowherd boys are with Kanhaiya during grazing but 
the Braj maidens some times on the pretext of selling milk or on 
the pretext of colleting water come here. All of a sudden they meet 
Kanhaiya and Kanhaiya fulfills their desires in various ways. 

This site of mutual meeting, hiding tales of many blissful Leelas 
in its lap is famous as Sangam kund. 

Bakathara 
WFT tr WWE I 

^ II 1 

WO JO) 

Shri Krishna was grazing the calves with His elder brother 
Bahama ji and other cowherd boys. Seeing that the calves are thirsty 
He took them to drink water. He also drank water. Everybody saw a big 
bird nearby that looked like a crane. All were frightened. That friend 
of Kansa, Bakasur in the disguise of a crane had come there to harm 
Shri Krishna. Seeing Shri Krishna he dived and grabbing Him with 
his beak swallowed Him. Seeing this Bahama ji and the other children 
fainted. Shri Krishna is The Supreme Being. He is almighty. Possible, 
impossible and otherwise possible acts, He is capable of all the three. 
This was only His Leela. Bakasur started feeling extreme heat in the 
stomach. His breath stopped. Immediately he took Shri Krishna out 


1. Bakathara village is near Jawavata where Shri Krishna had killed Bakasur. 
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of his stomach and started attacking Him with his sharp beak. With 
everyone looking, Shri Krishna grabbing him by its beak tore him in 
two from the middle within seconds. All the cowherd children were 
jubilant. Exhailing with relief, they all went and embraced Kanhaiya 
and said, “Kanhaiya ! You killed such a huge crane. It is true. Baba 
used to say, Lord Narayana enters you from time to time.” After the 
killing of Bakasur, demigods started showering flowers. 

When the sakhas returned home after grazing, they shared the 
tale of the might and the valour of Kanhaiya with the elderly cowherds. 
Hearing which they remembered what Shri Gargacharya ji had said 
and started expressing their gratitude towards him. 

The site of the killing of Bakasur is known as Bakathara. 

Bhadawali (Bhandagoar) 
m^'RtvMdWd Trpwfrer ^ i 
^ H WT: II 

(3TTO ^TO) 

There is a secret place of mine called Bhandagor. Just by going 
there one accomplishes siddhi. 

There is a kund covered by clumps and vines. Anybody who 
after fasting at night and chanting the mantra etc bathes in this kund 
in the morning, he goes to the abode of Vidyadhar (a demigod) and 
enjoys all comforts and pleasures. This is the absolute truth. There is a 
special significance of the twenty fourth Ekadashi of the year. 

Bathain Chhoti and Badi 

hit ^ ^ i 

HEP T TT T T || 

(HO 70 ) 

The place of the mutual discussions and the deliberations of 
the cowherds became famous as Bathain. Sitting here the cowherd 
boys used to contemplate on the subject of grazing. The places of the 
sitting of the cowherd boys and the cowherds are famous as ‘Chhoti’ 
and ‘Badi’ bathain respectively. 

In the dense forest of Tal trees Bahama ji had already killed 
Dhenukasur with his valour and might. Along with that Shri Krishna 
liberated many other demons with His strength and valour. Cowherd 
boys tasted the sweet fragrant fruit and returned to Braj. 
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Hearts ofYashoda maiya and Rohini ji became overwhelmed 
with motherly love. They fed Shri Krishna and Bahama delicacies 
of their choice which they had prepared beforehand. When both 
the brothers finished resting a little, then the mischievous smile and 
bashful eyes of Kanhaiya increased the curiosity of maiya even further. 
When maiya asked, Kanhaiya replied, “O maiya! What do I tell you, 
today brother Dau did a very strange thing. Maiya you cannot even 
imagine. Dau ji is very valiant. There is no limit to his bravery.” The 
curiosity of maiya was growing. She told Lala, “Why don’t you say 
what Bahama has done.” Laughing a little, Lala said, “Maiya today 
brother Dau killed a donkey.” Hurt by the sarcasm in the smile of 
Shri Krishna, Bahama ji said getting irritated a little, “ Kanhaiya! 
You should speak carefully. Maiya! See the language of Kanhaiya.” 
Interceding maiya calmed him down but hurt Bahama ji could not 
conceal his annoyance. Calm prevailed only after it was decided that 
both of them will take their cows for grazing separately. Next day 
the group of Dau ji took their cows to a different place where as Shri 
Krishna and His sakhas took them to Chhoti Bathain. Since then the 
two places became famous as Badi Bathain and Chhoti Bathain. 

There was one more reason hidden behind the sarcasm of 
Kanhaiya. Kanhaiya had to do the Kaliyamardan (crushing of the pride 
of snake Kaliya) Leela the next day. As Balrama ji is the incarnation 
of Lord Sheish, it would not be possible to do it in his presence. 
Therefore before the Leela itself Kanhaiya formed an excuse to send 
him to another place. 

Shri Sanatan Goswami lived here. His renunciation and the life 
full of devotion is famous in the Vaishnava world. 

The eminent devotee Paramanandadas ji giving his sentimental 
tribute to the Bathain site said- 

W Rif I 

Wb II 

Despite getting all the comforts and the pleasures at this Bathain, 
the most difficult grief, that is totally unbearable, is that the proximity 
of Kanhaiya is not being received. To live without Kanhaiya anywhere 
is not acceptable to him. Therefore fulfilling his desire who can say 
when Kanhaiya filled rasa in his life? 

Krishna Kund 

In the south-eastern quarter of Bathain is Krishna kund. Neep 
Vana is an enchanting site. The fragrance of this site makes the 
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surrounding atmosphere more and more blissful. In the middle of this 
is Krishna kund, very dear to Shri Krishna. This site with bending 
trees all around is always resonating with the chirping of the birds 
on the branches of the trees enfolded by vines. The cleverness of the 
trickster Nagar Shri Krishna has been revealed here. In such secluded 
sites many rasa plans of dan and man are made. The knower of those 
rasa steeped keli and the secrets of rasa, this site is attracting all by its 
enchanting beauty. 

Kuntal Kund 

The Braj maidens become restless after drinking the beauty of 
Shri Krishna. Shri Krishna comes out of the Nanda palace decorated 
with shringar. Because of the toil of grazing His hair becomes 
disheveled. Here Shri Krishna fixed His hair and the sakhis took 
flowers from Priya ji and placed them in His beautiful hair. Therefore 
this site became famous as Kuntal kund. 

Charan Pahadi 
trf ^ wfe 'TFT II 1 

Shri Krishna came here once along with the sakhas for grazing. 
The cows and the calves were grazing at some distance. Shri Krishna 
thought of a kautuka. He stood on Charan Pahadi in tribhangi posture 
and started playing Barbari tune on His flute. Listening to that sound 
the whole nature was enraptured and the mountain melted. All the 
cowherd boys and cows came running to Shri Krishna and their 
footprints were imprinted on the melted mountain. At that moment He 
stopped playing His flute. Those foot prints are still present on this hill 
and can be seen if looked carefully. 

One question is very natural which can arise after seeing the 
foot prints. The footprints are only in one direction that of going up 
and not of coming down. The rasikas have found the answer to this. 
When Shri Krishna was playing the flute the hill melted and at that 
time whoever was climbing up their footprints were imprinted. Just 
about then Shri Krishna had stopped playing and the hill assumed its 
original form. So when the cowherd boys and the cows etc returned 
their foot prints did not get imprinted. 


1. The foot prints of Shri Krishna are imprinted here that is why it is called Charan 
pahadi. 
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Bhadokhara 

wwa wr i 

3psrnr a 

WO JO) 

This vilas site is near Bathain. Priyatam became absorbed in 
love after giving joy to the sakhis in Kunja palace. Due to the haste 
for more and more rasa, the laziness tried to find shelter in His 
rasaful body. Looking at the rasa steeped state of the Priyatam, even 
Kishori Shri Radha drowned in rasa. The strange thing that happened 
today was that the rasa profoundness of the Priyatam and the rasa 
impatience of Priya ji started competing with each other. Filled with 
some special exuberance Priyatam became a little conscious. Looking 
at the intoxicated state of the two, even the sakhis drowned in rasa. 
They became absorbed in the rasa sweetness of the Yugal. Aha! This 
nikunja decorated with the flowers kept honouring the rasa endeavours 
of Priya-Priyatam. This private rasa vilas started convulsing the ocean 
of rasa with its lofty waves. The Pranayi Yugal, intoxicated by the 
gusts of love, floating in the beautiful steady waves of the ocean of 
rasa began blessing this site. Who could say, up until when this flow 
of rasa continued? 

The knower of those very secrets of rasa, this site became 
famous as Bhadokhara. 


Haroyala Gram 

^RTT ! WIRF I 

3RFTT% FRT^RfT II 

CRO JO) 

All the rasa steeped pastimes that assist in the sport of Cupid 
are dear to the Rasik Yugal. At times Priya-Priyatam engaged in vihar 
in kunja and nikunja derive joy by playing ball game with the sakhis. 
At times they plead for milk and yogurt from the Braj maidens going 
out to sell their milk and yogurt. Getting absorbed in various keli- 
kautukas they provide happiness to their own devotees. 

The unique flow of rasa of today commenced with the game 
of dice. The two rasa crazy Yugal are the experts at the game of dice. 
Today nothing was going right for the Priyatam. Priyatam wagered 
His pitambar, flute, stick one by one and kept loosing. When He had 
nothing left to put on stake He started looking here and there. He said 
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to Shri Lalita ji, “I have already lost everything of mine. Now I am 
putting myself on stake. This time my win is certain.” 

F?FT ^ FTft 3PT # FRlft FT I 

#1 81% 3ft few I Cl Ft II 

Priyatam drinking the beauty of Priya ji started throwing the 
dice. But! 

FT^F «6lv||6v| *Tlff Ft I 

Despite many cheatings and deceiving, Priyatam seems to be 
loosing again. Lalita ji said, “You have already cheated plenty of times. 
This time also it is evident. Despite this O Priyatam! Your defeat is 
certain. Can you see? Our Swamini is innocent and naive and You in 
spite of being an expert have lost again and Priya ji has triumphed.” 

F5Fftf fTUcT 3TFI| Flft Ft I 

wMt^FfTTft^T^F^f^FTftFtll 

In spite of loosing, Shyam Sundar started walking along with 
Priya ji. Despite winning, the victory belonged to both and despite 
loosing, Priyatam did not loose. Even in this rasa event, the victory 
was Priyatam’s only and Priya ji filled with some rasa profoundness, 
getting Priyatam’s nearness drowned in the rasa. 

The account of the rasa steeped conversation of the victory and 
the defeat is etched on this site even today and this site is famous as 
Haroyala gram. 


Payi Gram 

Fii-xiFT, ui rr ^ i 
fMt 3 f^r°T II 

(RO JO) 

‘Braj Bhoomi Mohini Main Jani’ meaning I have come to 
know that Braj Bhoomi is magical or bewitching. The land of Braj 
is always full of spectacular new pastimes. The personified festivity 
of Braj, this Rasik Nagar and His beloved Shri Radha and Her bodily 
manifestations the Braj maidens are always engaged in making rasa 
plans for new festivals. 

Even today giving a signal of a new site to the Braj maidens 
Priyatam along with His sakhas went away for grazing. The 
extremely clever Kanhaiya giving a riddle to the sakhas to solve and 
thus occupying them came to the pre determined nikunja that was 
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decorated with the flowers and situated amidst the dense trees. Sakhis 
had not arrived yet. Listening to the sweet sound of the cuckoo from the 
nearby nikunja Priyatam hid in that nikunja for the sake of a pastime. 

The whole forest became resonant with the chiming sound 
of the anklets. Kishori Shri Radha along with Her sakhis reached 
there. Noticing the decorations etc She understood that the Priyatam 
has arrived but was stunned at not finding Him there. Sakhis started 
searching for Priyatam all around. One mynah sitting on a branch in 
the nearby clump said. “O Swamini! Shyam Sundar is virajman in 
the nearby nikunja.” Looking at the mynah with love and affection, 
Priyaji went to the pre decided nikunja. Looking at Priyatam sitting 
concealed behind a tree on the soft green grass, She slowly went close 

to Him. Putting Her hand on His shoulder She said, “You! You have.” 

Making Priya ji sit near him, Priyatam started laughing. Sakhis also 
arrived there looking for the two. The site started resonating once 
again with the sound of the laughter. Sakhis said to the Priyatam,“In 
order to get blessed by the rasa event of today the flower bed is waiting 
for you.” Priya ji had searched for the Priyatam and now Priyatam 
Shyam Sundar became engrossed in some blissful search. Savouring 
the ambrosial stream of signals and messages flowing in that nikunja 
even the sakhis drowned in the sea of happiness. 

This beautiful site of Priya ji’s search for Priyatam became 
famous as Payi gram. The rock decorated with the flowers on which 
the Yugal sat, that ‘Chalan Shila’ also became blessed. 

Kamar 

TIFT ^ Wfl I 
TT# TT TFT II 

(TO JO) 

Shyam Sundar once became extremely impatient here to meet 
with Priyaji. He waited for Her with His eyes fixed on the path. The 
nature of love is strange. This wireless wire started convulsing Priya 
ji. And lo! Priyatam took the flute in His hand and started calling out 
the name of Priya ji. Deeply unconscious of the external world, led by 
Her single consciousness of the Priyatam, Priya ji along with Lalita 
and Vishakha, reached there unknowingly. Priyatam sitting there 
absorbed in rasa was startled. Priya-Priyatam along with the sakhis 
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drowned in bliss. Absorbed in many rasa conversations, this Rasik 
Rijhawar became intoxicated with infinite bliss. Sakhis thought of 
a play. They quietly took the black kamar (blanket) which He had 
received from Barsana and hid it. Shri Krishna started looking for 
His kamar. The eminent devotee Soordas ji has depicted this scene 
rasafully. Kanhaiya is saying to maiya- 

^TT eRR? vfi I 

«fTcT ^fT vff II 

tTeF ept cPBR'jHjdl I 

tTcp ep^ <s|H *7^ II 

tp^ TTpcfr ^ anfr ^ ^ 'Tf I 

srcpftr # srpft sir 11 

Maiya! I had gone to the forest to herd the cows. The cows went 
away very far. I also went after them. Maiya, one sakhi quietly stole 
my kamar. When I asked, someone said, “I have seen your kamar 
flowing away in Yamuna.” Another one said that the Surabhi cow has 
eaten it. “You tell me maiya how can a cow eat my kamar. Another 
one said that if I dance before her, she will get a new one for me. You 
tell me will it look nice if I danced before her. Maiya you get my 
kamar back. The milkmaids of the village are teasing me by saying 
different things. You do know maiya! This kamar is very dear to me.” 
While saying this the eyes of Kanhaiya became tearful. Maiya took 
Lala in her arms and embraced Him. 

By saying kamar- kamar again and again this village became 
famous by the name of Kamar. 

Mohan kund, Durwasa kund, Kumari kund and Kadamba 
Chowk are here. The other sites of interest are Swamini ji Ki baithak, 
Gopi kund etc. 

Vishveshwar Kund 

cfr*T WRT t TR: I 

(qm TJO sro ¥ro fao) 

O Vishveshwar! Created from the bath of Shri Hari, O Kund 
called Vishveshwar! Obeisance to you. You are the giver of boons to 
the three worlds and the provider of uninterrupted happiness. 
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Vichhora (Vismarana Vana) 
7ftf^K^TF%WTPT ^ ^TtS^ 11 
^rw tj¥ % ^nr: n 

(HrfJT 70) 

O the forest for the search of gopis! O black coloured idol, 
black due to the joy of Keshava! Obeisance to you. 

The hide and seek of union and separation of these rasa crazy 
Yugal is only a play. This separation is not the difficult or tough 
separation rather it is for the sake of increasing the impatience and 
eagerness to meet and to increase the bliss of union. The mutual 
separation is just a formality. ‘Milei rahat mano kabahun milei na’ 
meaning they keep meeting as if they have never met before. By 
saying so the devotees have expressed the feelings of their hearts here 
and there. Even upon meeting, they keep feeling as if they have not 
met still. This is the nature of love where insatiability is its ornament 
and to grow constantly is its motion. 

These rasa crazy Yugal, cannot even imagine the thought of 
separation but at times to enhance the rasa in Leela they do the act of 
separating. Even while acting they are so absorbed, so concentrated 
and united that they do not feel the separation. In the Nitya Leela these 
crazy lovers remain intoxicated in that uninterrupted stream of rasa, 
but even in the Prakat Leela the same circumstance exists eternally. The 
river of love is ever flowing and the rasa crazy Yugal remain drowned 
in it. To bring more and more newness in that incessant stream of 
rasa they separate with each other. The desire to stay together is not 
allowing them to separate. They are walking together in the same 
alley. Arms around the neck of each other, one hand of Priyatam has 
enfolded the lower back of Priya ji and Priya ji has enfolded Priyatam 
with Her left hand. See! They separated for a moment and then went 
close again and again. This rasa steeped staggering state seems to be 
giving a clue to some sport that took place at night. 

The silence of the night was over. The nature has become 
resonant. The birds have started chiiping. The first ray of the sun 
bathed the Yugal. They started walking separately looking forgetful 
and lost in some blissful memories. Both convulsed by the memories 
of each other, went to their respective homes, for the rest of the day. 
This site of the mutual separation named Vichhora started repeating 
this blissful tale. 



290 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


^ r^HAI I 
tt ‘fa#?’ 7TFT PI II 

wo JO) 

This site is about ten miles from Kosi in the west south quarter. 

Shringar Vata 

m: spfR- W&i I # I qftfq mt spfK I 
WHT '^T^T II 
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After that there is Shringar Vata. There are two temples there. 
In the right there is Shringar temple and in the left there is the Shaiyya 
temple. 

TT ^i cu l I 

^ f^n% 11 

Planning a new rasa keli, Priyatam Shyam Sundar decided 
to decorate Priya ji with flowers today. He arranged the tiny tender 
flowers of chameli, bela, malati, mallika, juhi and others. Though 
He had already hinted to Priya ji about this, yet She came adorned 
with shringar. The romp and revelry of rasa continued flowing for 
long. Suddenly Priyatam stood up and taking the hand of Priya ji 
in His hand said, “Darling! Your beauty is unparalleled. I envy the 
sakhis. They remain proud of their fortune of being able to do your 
shringar always. I have only savoured the shringar. I also wish to be 
counted amongst the fortunate ones by contributing a little in your 
unlimited beauty and sweetness.” After saying so He started doing the 
shringar of Priya ji. He garlanded Her and stopped short suddenly. If 

the beginning itself is such then.He put the flower bracelets on Her 

hands. Fixing flowers in Her hair He started gazing at Her and went on 
gazing. Then He put the flower waistband and flower anklets. In the 
ears He put flower earrings. Taking one bunch of flower in His hand 
He started thinking and went on thinking. Looking at the enchanting 
beauty of Priya ji again and again, He was left standing in thoughts. 
Slowly placing that bunch, in the sky coloured blouse of Priya ji He 
said, “Obtaining entry in the boundless ocean of rasa, the fortune of 
the flower has multiplied infinitely.” Suddenly picking it back and 
showering all of His love on it He placed it back again. 

Colouring Priyaji with kumkum, sandal and the pollens of 
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flowers, Priyatam became filled with intoxication and at what point 
became Her shringar Himself, who can say? Sakhis taking both of 
them to the nearby nikunja, seated them on the soft bed. Oh! These 
two rasa filled moons of beauty, two rasa embodiments of shringar 
rasa, everything was divine. Everybody became absorbed in rasa. 

Etching all those tales of rasa on its heart, this site is increasing 
our happiness. 

It is about six miles from Kosi. 

Vasoli (Vassosi) 

(WO JO) 

The nectar of rasa exuding from the body of Shri Krishna, its 
sweet fragrance, the fathomless accumulation of extreme beauty, 
elegance, grace and sweetness and His sweet sentences are bound to 
make anybody insane with intoxication. The ambrosial sweetness 
dripping continuously from His auspicious body, Aha! As if the 
rasa itself is showering. The deer intoxicated by the fragrance 
of the body became surprised and bewildered. The row of bees 
following the sweet fragrance became crazy. Following this same 
fragrance of rasa, this crowd of Braj maidens is wandering in the 
forest pathways, at Vanshivata, at the banks of Yamuna, in dense 
kunja, in forest nikunja. Oh! Looking at this colourful crowd, it 
seems as if a flood has come in the rasa pining hearts. 

The auspicious body is fragrant by itself and on top of that 
it is smeared with sandal. It is anointed with scents and perfumed 
oil and coloured with the drawings of kumkum and flower pollen. 

The red and pink powdered colours, sandal, choba scattered 
during Holi after touching every part of the auspicious body, 
clinging and sticking to it become fragrant. That very sweet 
fragrance has soaked and nourished this site or it can be said 
that the auspicious body has put the love offerings made by the 
Braj maidens on itself in the form of a thin cloud of pink powder. 
This site kept those drops of rasa hidden in its heart, and upon 
finding the right opportunity scattered them. Intoxicated by that 
very fragrance of the auspicious body, this site is famous as Vasoli 
(fragrance). 
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Paya Gram 
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Shri Krishna comes here with the sakhas for grazing every day. 
Maiya packs the lunch for them for the day. All of them eat it with 
love. Today they have become hungry out of turn once again. Sakhas 
asked Kanhaiya to get milk for drinking. He milked many cows and 
gave milk to His sakhas and delighted them. 

Paya (milk) sarowar, symbol of this, is worth visiting. 

Shri Naga ji (Chatur Chintamani) 

He was born in a Gaud Brahmin family of Paya gram. Coming 
events cast their shadows before. He was inclined towards detachment 
and dispassion from the young age. He started living away from home, 
in the village in a place surrounded by dense Kadamba trees. 

He wanted to travel and tour Braj. He used to circumambulate 
Braj regularly. 

He is counted amongst the highest category of saints of Braj. 
He had total grace of Priya-Priyatam. 

It is said that once Shri Krishna Himself told him, “There is no 
dearth of milk and yogurt in Braj. You at least have milk.” Naga ji was 
so dispassionate that thinking that the milk was dear to the Brajwasis, 
he would not drink it. Shri Krishna had insisted and ordered His 
devotee to have milk. 

The Thakur idol of Shri Naga ji is presently virajman in the fort 
of Bharatpur. That temple was constructed by the king of Bharatpur. 
His bundle of tattered rags and rosary are kept there safely till date. 

In his last days he remained virajman in Vihar Ghat in Shri 
Vrindavan. 

Kotavana (Kotar Vana) 

^ ‘«hld< d’ld'H I 
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Kanhaiya comes here for grazing with sakhas and amuses them 
with various Leelas. By playing hide and seek with the sakhas who are 
hiding in the dense vines and bowers, Kanhaiya gives them joy and 
wanders here grazing the cows. 

The baithak of Gosain Shri Vithalnath ji and Sheetal kund are here. 
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Chameli Vana 

Aha! Aha! The denseness of tall trees in the far distance, the 
intoxicating fragrance of the Kadamba trees, the unique charm of the 
rasa filled Nature, this chamber decorated with green grass, it seems as 
if the kunja and the nikunja have created this soft decoration, waiting 
for the arrival of Priya and Priyatam. As per its name this dense forest 
convulsing all with its sweet fragrance and special rasa is famous as 
Chameli vana. 

Once convulsed by the rasaful gusts of Nature Priyatam was 
startled. Priya ji also came out of the house with Her heart especially 
overflowing. She met Lalita and Vishakha outside. Taking Priya ji 
between them, absorbed in talking about the arrival of Priyatam in 
Chameli vana, they started walking together. After fixing His scattered 
hair, Priyatam had already reached there. 

Yes! Seeing the other sakhis over there, they knew about the 
delightful plan. They took Priya-Priyatam in the centre and the site 
became resonant with their jokes and laughter. All the sakhis drenched 
in happiness brought flowers for doing the shringar of the two. Shyam 
Sundar started doing the shringar of Priya ji with those very flowers. 
Picking fragrant small flowers He fixed them in Priya ji’s hair. He put 
kohl in Her eyes. Making flower garlands He put them on Her hands 
and tied Her hair with it. Not only this, by putting garlands of fragrant 
flowers around Her neck, Shyam Sundar became proud of His fortune. 

The sakhis had already made several ornaments of flowers. 
Using them Priya ji also did shringar of Priyatam in various ways. 
Placing the crown of flowers on His head, She fixed tender blooms in 
it here and there. She put earrings of tender leaves and flowers in the 
ears. After putting the garland of beautiful fragrant flowers, bracelets 
and other shringar She became absorbed, caught in the beauty. By the 
time sakhis came near. They seated both of them on a bed of tender 
green grass in the nikunja and started drinking the sweetness of their 
beauty. 

The waves of the incessantly flowing stream of beauty and rasa 
soaked every one and this site became famous as Chameli vana. 

Located a little before Vanachari this secluded site is freely and 
abundantly distributing its sweet fragrance even today. During rainy 
season the beauty of this site becomes even more enchanting. 

Rasauli 

‘3R| t pERT "EflTcf 31Ft-3fFr ^ I' 

Listening to the taunting complaints about Kanhaiya’s constant 
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new mischiefs, maiya gets irritated many times. Until now, only the 
acts of stealing yogurt and milk were famous everywhere but after 
listening to the accusation of today she was astonished. Some other 
kinds of discussions regarding the little Kanhaiya had started doing 
the rounds. Some would say that He quarrels with the cowherd girls, 
He teases them and jokes with them. Touching and teasing some of 
them He makes strange remarks. The innocent heart of maiya listening 
to all this did not take any of it seriously. Her heart overflowing with 
motherly love was not ready to accept her little son as anything else. At 
times Kanhaiya goes in the lap of maiya and clings to her and pleads 
to her for butter-sugarcandy and maiya becomes absorbed savouring 
such child Leelas. He may be Brahma for the intellects and the learned 
with religious wisdom, He may have killed many big demons, He may 
be an adolescent, Maiya has nothing to do with these things nor does 
she believe any of them. Although sometimes she does remember 
what Gargacharya ji Maharaj had said. 

Maiya once insisted with Kanhaiya to show Ras. Kanhaiya 
agreed and brought her to this very site. Climbing a Kadamba tree 
taking out His flute He called all the gopis. All the maidens came over 
there. Kanhaiya became absorbed in Ras with them. Maiya seeing all 
of this became entranced. 

On listening to that sound of the flute all the animals and the birds 
fall silent, the she-deer with their husbands come near Nandanandan. 
The consorts of the demigods of the heaven become absorbed in the 
resonance of the flute of Shri Krishna. Sitting in their aerial vehicles, 
they become so engrossed, that they do not even come to kn ow when 
the flowers from their hair fall down. If such is their case, then the 
case of these Braj maidens is something else. Their desires and the 
feelings are always steeped in the sweetness of Shri Krishna- 

(4tR'€WI 10/21/12) 

1. O sakhi! What is the big deal about the she-deer when even the demigoddesses of 
the heaven upon looking at Shri Krishna the giver of joy to the damsels and listening 
to His flute, its variegated sound, loose all consciousness and faint. When an intense 
desire to meet Shyam Sundar arises in their hearts, then they lose their patience and 
their wits, they don’t even come to know when the flowers strung in their hair fall 
down. And remain oblivious of their saris slipping from their waist. 
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Dadhi Gram 
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This is the very site where Shri Krishna had carried out the 
plunder of milk and yogurt. These Braj maidens restless for this 
looting and grabbing, perpetually remain eager for it. At times they 
reach the Nanda palace in the early morning and say to maiya, “ O 
Maiya, yesterday when I went to sell yogurt after looking at the face 
of Kanhaiya, all the yogurt got sold immediately and I made more 
profit than usual.” Innocent maiya believed it as true. Getting a sign 
from some sidelong glance of Shyam Sundar who is lying in the bed, 
she went away feeling blessed. Over here Kanhaiya got up quickly. 
Somehow getting Himself excused from maiya He also reached the 
same pathway of the forest. That damsel saw the bewitching smile 
of the enchanting Priyatam and started repeating,’’Gobind lehu-lehu 
koyi Gobind.” This is the strange state of love. What else can the 
mind steeped in the beauty of Shyam Sundar say. This Rasik robber, 
became impatient to loot the yogurt. Setting the prelude to “Dadhi 
dan mis anga-anga ko parasibo” meaning touching of all parts of the 
body on the pretext of the dan of yogurt, He became absorbed in rasa. 
That damsel steeped in some blissful loot of milk and yogurt became 
absorbed in savouring and offering rasa. 

The many such memories of loot and dan of yogurt are connected 
with this site. Therefore this site became famous as Dadhi gram. 

There are Dadhi kund, Dadhihari devi and Braj bhushan temple, 
and a tree with the marks of the crown. 


Sheshashayi 






IRt II 






O the one beautiful with the happiness of Kamala! O forest 
called Sheish for the sleeping of Lord Sheish! Obeisance to you. 

Shri Vallabhacharya ji Maharaj came to Sheishashayi tirtha. 
Here Shri Krishna had performed the pastime of lying on the bed of 
thousand hooded snake at the request of the Brajwasis. In the ocean 
of milk Shri Baldev ji became Lord Sheish and Shri Krishna became 
virajman on him in the form of Narayana. Here He gave darshan of a 
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lotus growing from His navel and of Shri Brahma ji seated on that lotus. 

Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu came here and getting intoxicated 
started dancing. Incessant tears started flowing from his eyes. The 
composer of Bhakti Ratnakar has portrayed his state vividly. 

epf^fT cTTf&T ll 
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Darshan of Paudhe Laxminarayan ji 
^Fnr^TPT 
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Once for the sake of a pastime Shri Krishna became virajman 
on the bed of Sheish in Vishnu form. Shri Balrama ji was virajman 
here in Ksheer sagar in Sheish form with thousand hoods. 

When Shri Radha arrived here the four armed form disappeared 
immediately and She saw Shri Krishna in His two armed form only. 

The magnificent and majestic form of Shri Krishna cannot last 
before Kishori Radha. 

Shri Krishna called all the tirthas to Braj. Sheishashayi tirtha 
also appeared and increased the pride of Braj. 


1. Upon the darshan of Lord Sheishashayee, Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji was 
wonderstruck. Getting restless in that very efflux of love and filling with bliss he 
became intoxicated. Tears started flowing from his eyes. The fortunate ones had the 
darshan of his love steeped form. 

2. O Shri Narayandev in the sleeping posture! O the one served by Laxmi ji! O the 
adult form Laxmi Narayan obeisance to you. 

3. Shri Radha does not place the tender and enchanting feet of Shri Krishna on 
Her heart afraid of its hardness i.e. She places them very carefully, may that very 
Sheishashayi Shri Krishna in this enchanting condition grace me. 
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Mahodadhi Kund 
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O Panchamrita Mukti Mahodadhi kund bom from the 
panchamrita (mixture of milk, curd, sugar, ghee, honey)! Obeisance 
to you. You are manifest in the form of tirtha for the sake of Shri 
Laxmi ji alone. 

Those who take a bath here attain liberation and devotion. 

Khami and Banachari Gram 
^ #RT KT# I 
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Shri Krishna and Balrama ji come to Khami gram for grazing 
always. Banachari gram is also nearby. Here the two brothers Shri 
Krishna and Balrama through various rasa steeped deeds gave 
happiness to their sakhas. 

As per the hearsay, Shri Vajranabha ji had erected the pillars in 
Khami gram to outline the borders of Braj. These pillars can be seen 
even today. 


Kharauta 

tpjn Fd^d ilI-H I 
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Kharauta gram is near Yamuna ji. Here Shri Balrama ji had 
inquired about the well being of the sakhas and made them happy 
with his greetings of love. This is a site of grazing. 

The gosains serving in the main temple of Shri Nandagaon 
are originally from this village. Their ancestor Shri Ghanananda ji 
Maharaj had started doing the service in Shri Nanda gaon. Later his 
descendants started living in Shri Nanda gram itself. 
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Oojani Gram 

twf sMlto Wfl WTT ^ W ^ I 
Nd'JlM #^siftT 7 TT% II 

WO JO) 

The sweet resonance of the flute of Shri Krishna made the 
Braj maidens crazy. Even while doing the household work, with their 
hearts and minds they started living in the company of Shri Krishna 
every moment. They constantly remained steeped in savouring His 
beauty and His sweet Leelas. The entire Nature, the animals, the deer 
etc and all the non living and living things melted and became insane 
upon hearing the sound of His flute. The trees kept showering the 
flowers. The animals and the birds became astonished and bewildered 
on hearing this sweet sound. Shri Yamuna ji who is an intimate sakhi 
of Shri Krishna on one hand and on the other in the form of river 
receiving total happiness remains absorbed, upon hearing the sound of 
the flute started flowing in breaks in the form of whirlpools. It seemed 
that the beautiful waves of Shri Yamuna stunned at the sound of the 
flute were becoming motionless. 

A message of love flowed from the flute and Shri Yamuna ji 
started flowing at this site like Ajan i.e. lifeless. Since then this site 
became famous as Oojani gram. 

It is located in the north-east quarter of Paya gram about four 
miles away. 


Faleina (Fareina) 

This village is extremely famous for the Holi festival. Here 
one member of a particular family lives a life of celibacy. At the time 
of the burning of Holika, when the fire starts burning completely, 
that member a Brahmin after bathing in the kund slowly crosses the 
burning fire from one end to the other. The fire does not bum him. It is 
said that bowing to Prahlad ji and absorbed in his mood or attitude, he 
crosses the fire in the presence of thousands of spectators. 
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THE OTHER NEIGHBOURING SITES 

1. 

Sheirgarh 

2. 

Kheilanvan 

3. 

Shri Ramghat 

4. 

Bhushanvan 

5. 

Gunjavan 

6. 

Brahmaghat 

7. 

Viharvan 

8. 

Bhandeervan 

9. 

Munjatavi 

10. 

Gopighat And Tapovan 

11. 

Cheerghat 

12. 

Shri Nandghat 

13. 

Bhaya-Gaon 

14. 

Basai Gaon 

15. 

Parakham 

16. 

Chaumunha 

17. 

Pasauli-Sanpoli,Aghavan,Sarpa-sthali 

18. 

Jainta 

19. 

Tamalkanan 

20. 

Atas 

21. 

Varahar 

22. 

Bhadravan 

23. 

Bhandeervan 

24. 

Chhanhari (Bijauli) 
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The love laden feelings of these loving Braj maidens and Kishori 
Shri Radha endowed with the emotion of madhur rasa, involve only 
their own, their very own Pranayi Priyatam Shyam Sundar. Shyam 
Sundar has also become eternally indebted to them. This Pranayi 
Rijhawar, the aggregation of hope and faith of these Braj maidens is 
their very very own- 
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If the purest form of Love has aggregated anywhere it is only 
in these Braj maidens. The Lord of the universe omnipresent Shri 
Krishna dances before them for a cup of butter milk. At times making 
love accusations and teasing them, He gives them happiness and bliss. 
At times these Braj maidens becoming a source of His joy and delight 
through different keli sports, stay near Nandanandan Shyam Sundar. 

Today all the sakhis decided to disguise Priyatam Shyam Sundar 
as a woman. They had come prepared for it from before. Looking at 
the arrangements of the Braj gopis, to honour their hopes and desires, 
to provide happiness to them, Kanhaiya filled with exuberance came 
and became virajman amongst them. When someone sang, ‘Rasiya 
ko nar banao ree’ i.e. let us make the Rasiya a woman, the others 
started putting shringar on Him. One braided the hair. One put the 
kohl in the eyes. Putting a bindi on the fore head they all drowned in 
the sweetness of His beauty. After dressing Him up as a woman, they 
made Him sit on one side. When Priyaji arrived there with Lalita and 
Vishakha, She could not recognise Him. So She sat down next to this 
disguised new sakhi. This disguise could not last for long. Within a 
few minutes this site became resonant with jokes and laughter. 

The spurts of the fountains of the river of love abounding in 
rasa are scattered here, there, everywhere. 


Khelan Vana 
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‘Victory and defeat’ is the unique norm of love. Both are the 
integral parts of love. For a lover, there is defeat in victory and victory 
in defeat. This sequence of loss and win is not bound by any rules. 
Where ever a prelude of rasa event is created, there the loss and win 
are present as bubbles in water. All these are integral parts of love. 
They are the rasa steeped parts, the joy giving parts. 

Many Leelas of Shri Krishna were performed here with these 
feelings, in which Priyatam lost and beloved Shri Radha won and 
sometimes the Pranayi Kishore won. Engrossed in all these Leelas 
Priya-Priyatam and their bodily manifestations these Braj maidens, 
have remained absorbed in many rasa kelis. 

Some rasikas have considered Khelan vana and Sheirgarh as 
one. In fact the two sites are next to each other. 

Shri Ram Ghat 

WfT^ II 

(#WTFRrT 10/65/17) 

Lord Bahama ji increasing the love of the gopis in the night, 
remained here this way for the two months of Chaitra (march-april) 
and Baisakh (april-may). 

Shri Krishna and Bahama had spent many days living in Shri 
Dwaraka. The very thought of Braj would make them eagerly desirous. 
The memories of maiya Yashoda, Shri Nanda baba and emotionally 
identical gopis would make them impatient. 

Once Shri Krishna asked Shri Bahama ji to go to Braj and get 
the news of the well being of maiya, baba and His beloveds. Shri 
Bahama ji came to Nandagram. All the sakhas embraced him. Maiya, 
baba and other cowherds showered love and affection on him. He 
started giving the news of Shri Krishna to the gopis. These maidens 
asked many questions. Balaramji kept giving replies to them but 
these damsels burning in the fire of separation of Shri Krishna got no 
satisfaction. They became overwhelmed upon finding the nearness of 
Priyatam in the depth of their memories. 

Bahama ji came and saw the beautiful site bathed in moon light 
at the bank of Yamuna ji. He saw the eager deshe of the rasa absorbed 
Braj damsels of his group. The Kumud flowers were blooming all 
around. The breeze filled with fragrance was blowing slowly. Just 
then Varuni devi sent by the demigod Varuna flowed from the hollow 
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of a tree in the form of stream of nectar and filled the whole forest with 
its fragrance. Shri Bahama ji along with the gopis of his group drank 
varuni (wine) there. 

win - i 
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The eyes of Shri Bahama ji became intoxicated. He had a 
garland around his neck and earring only in one ear. He was getting 
intoxicated naturally. He was wearing knee long Vaijayanti garland. 
His smiling face was adorned with the drops of sweat. Intoxicated 
with bliss, hearing the songs of his glory, he was wandering in the 
forest with the Braj maidens. 

At that moment all capable Shri Bahama ji called Shri Yamuna 
ji but Yamuna ji beloved of Shri Krishna did not come. Angry Bahama 
ji dragged Shri Yamuna ji with the tip of his plough to his site of vihar. 
Even today Shri Yamuna flows away from its natural course at Shri 
Ram Ghat. 

Being the site of Ras of Shri Bahama ji, it is famous as Shri 
Ram ghat. 

Shriman Nityananda ji’s Emotional Efflux 

During his travel of Braj when Shriman Nityananda ji Maharaj 
came to Ram ghat, filled with the efflux of emotions, he became 
overwhelmed with love and started dancing. Tears started flowing 
incessantly from his eyes. He sang hymns of praise to Shri Yamuna ji. 

Bhushan Vana 

Sakhas made many kinds of flower ornaments and decorated 
Shri Krishna with them and filled with love became absorbed in bliss. 
This is why this site became famous as Bhushan (ornaments) vana. 

Being also the place where the shringar put by the sakhas was 
taken off, this place is also known as Nivaran vana. 

1. At this very place in the guise suitable for Vasanta, Rasika Shri Ram and Krishna 
adorned with gold ornaments became absorbed in keli with the Braj damsels of their 
respective groups. Submerged in that very rasa they started giving joy and delight to 
their beloveds, adepts at singing and dancing. 
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Gunjavana 

Gunja vana is extremely dear to Shri Krishna. He is attached 
to every object of this site. This vana serves as the means of His 
subsistence as well as His amusement. The grass for his cows is also 
available here. They rest in the shadows of the trees. Nandanandan 
wanders here. He does His shringar with the flowers found here. The 
fruit of gunja is also very dear to Him. He wears the garland of gunja 
over His heart. 

Because of having a lot of bushes of gunja, this site is very dear 
to Shri Krishna and is famous as Gunja vana. 

Brahma Ghat 

Is Shri Krishna Who is wandering in the forest following the 
cows calling Heeo, heeo, the Supreme Being? Brahma ji was taken 
over by delusion. When his delusion was broken, he felt repentant for 
his act. As a result he did penance at this ghat and prayed to dissolve 
the offence. 

This site is famous as Brahma ghat. 

Vihar Vana 

^5 WT5T ct II 1 

h<i u i) 

Shri Krishna is the Supreme Being, the Almighty, He is the 
Lord of the whole universe. He does what is possible to do. He also 
does that which is impossible to do and apart from the two He also 
does that which is otherwise possible to do. 

The solitary and private Ras vilasmayi Leelas of Shri Krishna 
are extremely holy and sacred. They can subdue crores and crores of 
Kama. That solitary and private rasa abounding vilas in spite of being 
solitary and private is collective. When many bodies becoming one 
mind engage in a divine sport that only has been called solitary sport. 
The rasa abounding vihar of Shri Krishna with many gopis having 
the same emotion, in which the waves of dance, song etc were rising, 
remained in motion at this very site. 

This site became famous as Vihar vana. 


1. O Vanaraj made by gopikas for the vihar of Nandanandan! Obeisance to you. You 
are difficult to attain even by the Devarshi. 







305 


SHRI NANDAGAON - Sub Chapter 


Shata Koti Gopika Ras Mandal 

w^'£r«fr ^aTr«fr iroteg 11 

^TfeWTlcW TRBTtf^ t II 

O hundred crores gopis with Shri Krishna! Obeisance to you 
all. O the site of Ras assembly, provider of supreme bliss even to the 
demigods etc! Obeisance to you. 


Bhandeera Vata (Akshaya Vata) 

'lie-'M-HI'll^ I 

WR wnj: H > <ld'Mi: II 1 

(^frfK'flFRrT 10/18/22) 


Shri Krishna and Bahama ji with their sakhas come here every 
day for grazing. Playing various games they become absorbed in 
merrymaking and amusements. The cows keep grazing here. Today 
while wandering they came to this grazing field, Bhandeer Vata at the 
bank of Yamuna. 

Shri Krishna and Bahama ji along with the sakhas remained 
absorbed in the game. At that time a demon named Pralambasur 
entered the group of cowherd boys. Shri Krishna and Bahama ji were 
leading two different groups. As per the rule of the game the sakhas 
of the defeated side had to carry the sakhas of the victorious side on 
their back to an assigned spot. At times one side was winning while 
at other times the other side was winning. The sakhas of the defeated 
side would carry the sakhas of the victorious side on their back to the 
predetermined spot. Pralambasur in the disguise of a sakha joined the 
defeated side. He carried Bahama ji on his back and started taking him 
beyond the decided spot but he could not get very far. He manifested 
his actual form. At first seeing his horrifying form Bahama ji was 
frightened but the next moment, remembering his strength he killed 
Pralambasur. 

All cowherds exclaimed and started expressing wonder. The 
demigods showered flowers with joy. 

This site became famous as Bhandeera Vata (Akshaya Vata) 


1. In this way climbing each other’s back Shri Krishna and the cowherd boys grazing 
the cows reached near a Vata called Bhandeer. 
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Munjatavi (Ara, Eishikatawi or Bhandeera Vana) 

^TWF^T rjfadi: ^TFdT^TrR% d T ^«(^ < < r ! s II 1 

10/19/15) 

Shri Krishna and Balrama became engrossed in the game with 
the cowherd boys. While grazing the cows went far away. After getting 
tired when the sakhas started taking some rest then they remembered 
the cows. Suddenly not finding the cows they became distraught. 
Following the marks of the hooves and recognizing the grass eaten by 
the cows they reached inside the dense forest. There they heard the 
bellowing of the cows that had lost their way. Shri Krishna started 
calling the cows one by one by their names. The cows distressed with 
thirst started running to Him. 

Just about then they saw that the fire had broken out in that 
forest of reeds. Seeing the fire all the cowherd boys became extremely 
frightened. They started calling their dear Kanhaiya, “O dear Krishna! 
Balrama! We are in your refuge. Protect us. Our cows are getting perished 
in this fire. Please protect us from it.” Hearing the poignant call of the 
cowherd boys Shri Krishna replied, “Brothers do not worry. Just close 
your eyes.” At that very instant the Lord of yoga Shri Krishna drank up 
that fire. When the sakhas opened their eyes they found themselves near 
Bhandeer Vata. Looking at this yogic power of Shri Krishna and the 
effect of Yogamaya the Sakhas felt that He was some demigod. 

Because of the drinking of the forest fire this place is famous as 
Munjatavi. This is the site of grazing of Shri Krishna. 

Gopi Ghat and Tapovana 

aiTSJrT duHTld I 

(sftrTPTTWf 10/21/3) 

Who can describe Braj? Here the nikunjas resonate with the 
buzzing sound of the bees. The forest animals remain absorbed in 

1 .At last they saw that their cows were bellowing in Munjatavi after losing their way. 
After finding them the sakhas started making an effort to bring them back. By that 
time they had become tired and were feeling very thirsty. Because of this they were 
getting distressed. 

2.That sound of the flute of Shri Krishna was capable of arousing the bhav of love for 
the Lord, and longing to meet Him. (Listening to that the hearts of the gopis filled with 
love.) They started describing His beauty, qualities and the effect of the sound of the 
flute to their sakhas in private. 
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dancing blissfully. The sweet chirping of the birds keeps making the 
site enchanting. In such a place Shri Krishna filling His flute with a 
sweet sound, transmitted the blissful kam (desire) in the nature. 

Listening to this sound of the flute which is capable of arousing 
the Kamdev (Cupid), the gopis became restless to go to their beloved. 
They started thinking of ways of finding their Jeewan sarvaswa. 

The sweetness of the face of Shyam Sundar adorned with 
flowers, the restless gaze, the sidelong glance, the enchanting walk, 
the waving of the yellow pitambar everything captivates the mind and 
on top of that, this beautiful atmosphere increases the desire for the 
company of Shri Krishna. At times they get lost in the beauty of that 
atmosphere, at times they long to have the fortune of the animals, at 
times they compete with the fortune of the rocks of Shri Giriraj. At 
times they admire the tender feeling of the tribal women. They always 
think of the ways to increase the love for Shri Krishna more and more 
and to attain Him in the form of husband. At last in the first month of 
Hemant ritu (winter season), the girls of Nandrai ji’s Braj took the vow 
of worshipping Katyayani devi by partaking only the havishyanna 
(food taken at the time of sacrifice). 

They would come here every day at the time of sunrise and 
after bathing in Yamuna ji, they would make an idol of Katyayani devi 
with the sand and then worship it. After offering fragrant incense, 
oblations, they would pray to Katyayani devi- 




10/22/4) 


O Katyayani! O Mahamayei! O Mahayoginee! O Adhishwari! 
Please give us the blessing to attain the son of Nandarai ji in the form 
of a husband. We bow to you. 

They used to repeat this mantra (japa) and do their worship. 
These damsels did the japa and kept a fast this way following the rules 
and restraints for one whole month. 

The sites where these gopis did the japa, worship etc became 
known as Tapovana. The site where they took bath in Yamuna ji 
became famous as Gopighat . 1 


1. Regarding this subject, the experiences of some great ones are related to Cheer ghat 
and nearby sites in Shri Vrindavan. The description of Katyayini peetha is also found 
in Vrindavan. Shri Krishna Leela is eternal. The experiences of the rasikas from time 
to time, achieving the darshan of the Shri Krishna Leela has been helpful in revealing 
the significance of the sites. This Leelasthali (Gopi ghat) can be accepted here as well 
there (Shri Vrindavan) at both the places because of the difference of Kalpanta. 
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Cheer Ghat 

II 1 

(^T\¥fTWf 10/22/5) 

The Braj maidens had kept fasts and practiced austerities here 
observing the restraints regularly with a wish to attain Shri Krishna as 
husband. Because of which, they received the assurance of vihar-vilas 
with Shri Krishna during the nights of Ras. 

Surrendering totally to Shri Krishna, these damsels did not give 
importance even to their body consciousness in front of the omnipresent 
Lord Krishna. 

This site of cheer haran (abduction of clothes) became famous 
as Cheer ghat.* 


Shri Nanda Ghat 

treFPTSBTi Pd<le!K: I 

Fn?[ fRW II 2 

(«?rwnwt 10/28/t) 

Shri Nandarai ji once fasted to attain profound love for Shri 
Krishna. At the beginning of dwadashi (twelfth) day, in the night itself, 
he went to Yamuna ji to bathe. This was the time of the demons. The 
emissaries of Varun caught him and took him to their master. 

When the news of the disappearance of Nandarai ji reached 
the Brajwasis, they became very sad. They requested Shri Krishna 
and Balrama ji for some solution. Shri Krishna could not bear the 
lamentation of Brajwasis. He went to Varun and asked him to return 
His father. 

Varundev sang hymns of praise to Shri Krishna in various ways 
and apologized on behalf of his emissaries. 


1. In this way those damsels, whose hearts and souls had already been surrendered 
to Shri Krishna, worshipped Bhadra Kali for a month with this resolve that, “May 
Nandanandan be our husband.” 

*Note: The description of Cheerghat has also been made in Vrindavan at the bank 
of Shri Yamuna ji. Many great ones have had wonderful experiences of Leela there. 
Therefore as per the difference of Kalpa that site can also be considered to be related 
to the Leela of Cheerghat. 

2. (Parikshita) Nanda Baba kept a fast on Kartika Shukla Ekadashi and worshipped 
the Lord. And on that very day in the night with the commencement of Dwadashi he 
entered the waters of Shri Yamuna for a bath. 
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When Shri Krishna came back to Braj with Shri Nandarai ji, all 
the cowherds were really surprised. 

This site became famous as Nanda ghat. 

Shri Jeeva Goswami also lived here. His extreme dispassion 
and devout love for Shri Krishna are famous in the Vaishnava world. 

Nearby is Hajara gram, Where Brahma ji presented the abducted 
calves to Shri Krishna. At a distance of one mile from here, there is 
Varara gram where Brahma ji had abducted the calves. 

Bhaya-Gaon 

art ^STT ^ "W I 

‘srq-’ ^ TTTPT || 

WO JO) 

Nearby is a village called Bhaya. When the emissaries caught 
Shri Nandarai ji and started taking him with them, he became very 
frightened (bhayabheet). All Brajwasis became distraught and started 
calling Shri Krishna. 

This site became famous as Bhaya gaon. According to the 
hearsay Shri Vajranabha ji had given this name to the site. 

Basai Gram (Bachchhavana) 

^ STTrtHj: I 

^wr: # ^ mi ^ ii 1 

(^frfK'flFRrr 10/13/43) 

Along with the cowherd boys once Nandanandan Shyam Sundar 
was grazing the calves at the beautiful banks of Yamuna ji. Those 
calves while grazing reached this forest. Shri Krishna playing various 
games in the soft sand of Yamuna ji started giving bliss to the sakhas. 
After the game they had a feast. They started snatching each other’s 
meals and eating it. Kanhaiya started eating the half eaten morsel of 
His sakhas. Sometimes He would snatch the food from their hands 
and sometimes the sakhas would get thrills and shivers of raptures by 
eating the half eaten morsel of their dear Kanhaiya. 

The calves tempted by green grass went far away. Not seeing the 
calves, Shri Krishna left to look for them leaving behind the sakhas 
eating their food. After searching everywhere He could not find them. 

1. Brahma ji saw both of them at both the places and by meditating for a long time 
tried to unfold the mystery with his vision of knowledge. But amongst them who are 
the original cowherd boys and who are the ones made later, amongst them who are 
real and who are false, he could not figure this out in any way. 
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Brahma ji becoming doubtful of the Leelas of Para Brahma 
Lord Shri Krishna with His sakhas abducted the calves and hid them 
in a cave far away. Lord of the whole universe, omnipresent Shri 
Krishna understood this and thinking about the delusion of Brahma 
ji came back. When He returned, He did not find the sakhas even and 
understood that Brahma ji had hidden the sakhas also. Brahma ji was 
thinking that Shri Krishna steals butter with the cowherd boys every 
day, He plays with them, even eats their half eaten food. Is He really 
the Brahma or an ordinary human being? 

When Shri Krishna became ready to go back to Braj He started 
thinking about the missing cowherd boys and the calves. In a moment 
He manifested Himself in many forms. He became the cowherd boys 
as well the calves. When these manifested cowherd boys and the 
calves returned, their mothers felt special love and affection surging 
in their hearts for them as they were all Shri Krishna Himself. The 
mothers took their sons in their laps and the cows also nurtured their 
calves with affection. 

This routine continued for a year. But nobody came to kn ow. 
One human year is equivalent to a day of Brahma ji. After passing of 
his one day when Brahma ji came to Braj and saw the calves grazing 
there like before and the cowherd boys absorbed in bliss just like 
before, he was stunned. 

Understanding the whole course of the events, Brahma ji felt 
extremely ashamed. After the Purushottam Lord removed the curtain 
of Maya, Brahmaji awakened from the delusion. He started seeing the 
whole world including himself full of Krishna. He prostrated and sang 
hymns to the Lord. 

dl4l<d 

WtltHld II 1 

(#Fb?JTFTTT 10/14/1) 


1. Prabho! You alone are worth praying to. I bow at your feet. This body of yours is 
dark as the cloud of the rainy season, on which the glittering pitambar looking like 
still lightning looks beautiful. There is a garland of berries around your neck, earring 
of the shape of makar in your ears and a peacock crown on the head. Because of all 
these a unique beauty is radiating from your face. The garland hanging on the chest 
and a morsel of rice and yogurt in your hand, the cane and the horn on the side and 
your flute in the waistband are all looking resplendent. Your feet tender and delicate 
like a lotus and this sweet guise of cowherd boy. (I sacrifice myself over these very 
feet). I bow to such Gopal nandan. 
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Brahma ji became restless to take birth in Gokul and impatient 
to put its dust on his head as Lord of the universe Himself was sporting 
there as Nandakumar. 

Brahma ji brought back the calves and the cowherd boys and left 
them there. Though they had remained separated from Shri Krishna 
for a year but they had no knowledge of it. Laughing, the cowherd 
boys returned back to Braj with their sakha as if they had just woken 
up from sleep. 

This site is famous as Bachchha vana. Vatsa Bihari temple, 
Gwal kund, Gwal mandali, Hari Bola tirtha and Baithak of Shri 
Vallabhacharya ji are here. 


Parkham 

Brahma ji tested (pariksha) Shri Krishna to find out whether 
He was the Almighty Supreme Being, the liberator of Aghasur or an 
ordinary human being Nandanandan Shyam Sundar. Looking at Him 
eating the half eaten food of the sakhas, Brahma ji had been taken over 
by delusion and had felt the curiosity to take the test. 

Therefore this site became famous as ‘Parkham.’ Nearby is 
Seiyi gram. 


Chaumuhan 

ut# iftt srftr cpr tttt i 
*[<<1 srfpsr it 

(¥TO JO) 

Brahma ji had sung hymns of praise to Shri Krishna here. 

% 'iTPTR^rRfttcr- 

Wtf cTcfT 

(SiftWTTWT 10/14/18) 

This time too did you not show me the illusion and the 
attachment of the whole world except yourself? At first you were 
alone, later you became all the cowherd boys and the calves. After 
that I saw all those forms of you as the four armed form of Yours being 
served by all the elements including myself. Then I saw that you have 
assumed the form of that many numbers of universes separately. And 
now in the end again with your infinite, adweeteeya i.e. without a 
second, Brahma form only you remain. 

In this way Brahma ji sang hymns of praise to the Lord and this 
place became popular as Chaumuhan. 
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Pasauli- Sapauli, Aghavana-Sarpasthali 
ct^Kvl I 

^Tt: ^cfNp^dl ¥# II 1 

(sftWrPBPT 10/12/37) 


Shri Krishna once left early to graze the calves with the 
cowherd boys. Wishing to have the breakfast in the forest, they got 
it packed with them. On the way making sweet sounds of the flute 
and trumpet etc and enjoying various games, joyful and elated they 
reached the forest. At times they would snatch someone’s basket of 
food hanging on the stick or run after touching someone. This way 
they were absorbed in bliss. Aghasur, the brother of Putana could 
not tolerate this. Deciding to take the revenge for the killings of his 
relatives, assuming the form of a giant deformed python he laid down 
on the way. 

The cowherd boys saw him and started wondering whether he 
was a demon or some instrument for playing. His head was touching 
the sky. His tongue looked like a road and his mouth like a cave. 
That demon was lying there in the form of a huge python. Playing, 
the cowherd boys entered his mouth but that demon did not shut his 
mouth. Thinking to take revenge from Shri Krishna he started waiting 
for Him. Shri Krishna read the thought in his mind. He started thinking 
of the way to protect His sakhas. 

Shri Krishna entered the mouth of Aghasur. When that demon 
tried to close his mouth, Shri Krishna increased His size and blocked 
the throat of Aghasur. His breathing stopped. He started dying. Within 
a short period one radiant blue light came out splitting the top of its 
skull and became situated in the sky. 

After giving life to the fainted boys by looking at them with 
His ambrosial looks, when Shri Krishna came out, that blue bright 
light entered Shri Krishna Himself. The demigods, celestial damsels, 
celestial musicians and others sang hymns to Shri Krishna. 

After liberating Aghasur Shri Krishna along with the cowherd 
boys returned to Vrindavan. That python remained an instrument of 
play for the children for many days. 

That site is famous as Saipa sthali, or Pasauli or Sapauli or 
Aghavana. 


l.The Lord had saved His cowherd friends from death and liberated Aghasur. This 
Leela was performed by the Lord at the age of five in Kumar age. The cowherd boys 
had witnessed this at that very time but they described about this with astonishment 
in Braj only at pauganda age that is in the sixth year. 
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Jainta 

^TT ^rgRT^r 
f^rar wfcc w^Wii: ii 1 

(sSiH^HMd 10/12/34) 

All the demigods resonated the whole Braj with the sounds of 
“Jai ho, Jai ho” i.e. victory to Shri Krishna, victory to Shri Krishna. 
Sakhas also merging their chants of ‘Jai ho’ in that chorus expressed 
their joy. 

Singing the song of victory of Shri Krishna over Aghasur this 
site became famous as ‘Jainta’. 

There is an idol of a snake in the pond here. It has been made 
so skillfully that despite the level of water increasing in the pond to 
any height, that snake idol is always seen above the water level. Now 
only the ruins of that idol are left. 

Tamal Kanan and Shri Kund Teela 
3lt rTHTTr cppTTT Tt ^ | 
iierRir m\ i 

WO JO) 

Braj is pervaded with unique charming Nature everywhere. The 
Goddess Nature intoxicated and radiant in her youth remains absorbed 
in restless waiting, with the carpet spread out, to welcome its Jeewan 
sarvaswa Yugal Priya-Priyatam. At some place there is a dense shade 
of Kadamba forest and its intoxicating fragrance is flowing and at 
some place the Nature is waiting for its Jeewan Sarvaswa by laying 
the bed of extremely tender green grass. This Nature is not insentient, 
rather it is conscious and living. It assists in the Yugal keli. Savouring 
the rasa keli and distributing and sharing its radiant joy abundantly, 
it gives happiness to the Yugal in all kinds of ways. Somewhere the 
golden vines in the shelter of Tamal trees become radiantly joyful. 
Shaken by the gusts of wind these vines sometimes filling with new 

l.At that time the demigods by showering flowers, celestial dancers by dancing, 
Gandharwa by singing, vidyadharas by playing instruments, Brahmins by reciting 
prayers and the parshads by shouting victory slogans praised and applauded Lord 
Shri Krishna as the Lord had killed Aghasur. 
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love start shivering. Priya-Priyatam become pleased and delighted 
looking at the unique charm of this nature. 

Once in a nearby nikunja pointing at a vine near a Tamal tree, 
Priyatam asked Priya ji softly, “What is this vine saying to the Tamal 
tree?” Priya ji remained silent and after thinking said in a low voice, 
“The shivering and quivering of the vine is expressing its state of love. 
It is not its fault. Some messenger of Kam (Cupid) in the form of a gust 
of the wind, has shaken it to its core, despite that, look at the patience 
of this tree.” While this discussion was going on, the living Shyam 
Tamal (Shri Krishna) became a little impatient. Did this impatience 
getting the shelter of the patience of some strong support (Shri Radha) 
remain impatient still or was it subjugated by the patience, how do we 
say? Who would count the waves of rasa at the bottom of some ocean 
of sweetness? 

Sakhis saw all this and they also became absorbed. Steeped in 
the enjoyment of bliss, they remained absorbed. Shaken by the blissful 
gusts of the ocean of intoxication, only a little conscious Yugal filled 
with an impatient and restless yearning for rasa were still absorbed. 
Startled on the arrival of their own forms the sakhis, they became a 
little more alert. That solitary rasavihar converting into a collective 
rasa keli started drowning all in rasa. 

Krishna kund Teela and Tamal Kanan became famous because 
of these blissful memories of theirs. 

Atasa 

T 31HTT WT RfTfeptrPF I 

w w cptw n 

(40 TO) 

Brajwasis are naturally deserving of and entitled to seeing 
and enjoying the madhur Leelas of Shri Krishna but the solitary and 
private madhurya rasa filled Leelas can be enjoyed only by the naive 
and the innocent Braj maidens. When even Devarshi Narad and Lord 
Shankar could enjoy Shri Krishna Leela only with the grace of these 
Braj maidens, then the question of other demigods, sages, ascetics 
does not even arise. 

Saint Shri Ashtavakra hearing about the incarnation of Shri 
Krishna and filled with the desire to have His darshan lived here. 
Since then this site became kn own as Atas. 
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Varahara 

*TCTF ^ % I 
twt^T ftPT W II 

WO JO) 

Seeing many supernatural Leelas of Sri Krishna, strange 
discussion ensued amongst the sakhas. Someone started talking about 
the killing of Putana, Shakatasur etc, someone repeated the incident 
of lifting of Shri Giriraj. Other sakhas also described many other 
important Leelas. While talking thus, the topic of Lord Varaha was 
brought up. It is said that Shri Krishna remembered His Varaha form 
and He started behaving according. 

Frightened sakhas started shouting, Kanhaiya, Kanhaiya loudly. 
The descent of Lord Varaha subsided and Shri Krishna full of love 
started giving joy and bliss to the sakhas again. 

Thus the site became famous by the name of Varahara. 

Bhadravan 

=5T II 1 

chIVTitK) 

During grazing absorbed in merrymaking and amusements with 
the sakhas, honouring their feelings of love for him, following the 
cows Shri Krishna would wander off far. Sometimes looking at the 
beautiful grass in the pastures at the bank of Yamuna, He would take 
the cows there and at times He would take them across Yamuna for 
grazing. The bliss would keep showering in the romp and revelry of 
jokes and humour. 

This site marked with the foot prints of Shri Krishna following 
the cows is famous as Bhadravan. 

Bhadra Sarowar 


wfWW'!) 

O Sarowar called Bhadra! O Tirtharaj! Obeisance to you. You 


1.0 Bhadra swaroop Bhadravana! You are the giver of total well being and the 
destroyer of inauspiciousness, obeisance to you. 
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are the form of the yagya place and the giver of the uninterrupted 
royal or kingly position. 

A person who bathes here gets infinite wealth and also the 
wealth desired by the devotees i.e. devotion. 

Bhandeera Vana 

cRfr ^ ii 1 

(sttf^ =u<ig) 


Shri Radha- Krishnachandra Milan 

Shri Nandarai ji along with his dear son Kanhaiya once came 
to Bhandeer vana for grazing. There was a clean lake here. The cows 
drank water from it. The forest surrounded by the trees and the vines 
was full of tender grass for grazing. All around fragrant breeze was 
blowing. The chirping of the birds was captivating the mind forcibly. 
Nandarai ji was absorbed in guarding the cows. Yogamaya, the Shakti 
of Shri Krishna, suddenly created darkness all around. Fierce storm 
started blowing. Dark dense clouds appeared. Seeing the conditions of 
rain Nandarai ji became frightened. Kanhaiya sitting in the lap of His 
baba, got frightened and embraced Flim tightly. 

At that time the exquisitely beautiful Shri Radha adorned with 
ornaments from head to toe walked in like an intoxicated elephant. 
Fler anklets were chiming sweetly. 

Shri Nandarai ji was astounded to see the matchlessly beautiful 
Sri Radha, who was putting the luster of crores of moons to shame, 
in that deserted forest. Fie bowed down to Shri Radha ji and said, 
“Devi! Shri Gargacharya ji had told me all about you. You are the 
exclusive beloved of Shri Krishna. Take Flim where ever you like. 
After fulfilling your aim, bring Flim back.” 

Saying so Shri Nanda baba handed over the child Shri Krishna to 
Shri Radha. Taking Flim She was filled with bliss and forbidding Shri 
Nandarai ji from telling this secret to anyone She said, “Brajeishwar! 
Whatever you have in your mind ask from me.” Shri Nandarai ji asked 
for the devotion in the feet of Shri Radha- Krishna. 

Taking Shri Krishna with Fler joyfully, She went far away. 
Embracing Flim again and again She started pacifying Fler thirst of 


1. By travelling to Bhandeer vana, superior amongst all vanas and having darshan 
of Shri Vasudev ji there, the being is freed from the cycles of births and rebirths. 








317 


SHRI NANDAGAON - Sub Chapter 


many yugas. Suddenly She remembered the Ras mandal. Immediately 
the child form disappeared from Her lap. 

Suddenly She saw Kishore Shri Krishna lying on the flower 
bed in the nearby nikunja in a fragrant divine atmosphere. She was 
amazed. She started savouring the sweetness of the beauty of the 
radiant blue form with delight. 

The unprecedented union of Shri Krishna and Shri Radha took 
place. All the memories of Goloka appeared on the canvas of their 
minds. Upon getting the closeness of Her beloved, Shri Radha became 
submerged in the madhurya rasa. Shri Krishna savoured the sweetest 
Leelas in the company of His beloved. 

Brahma ji appeared right there. Collecting all the necessary 
materials and arranging the decorations, he performed their marriage. 
Shri Radha put a knee long garland around the neck of Shri Krishna. 
Shri Krishna put one garland around the neck of Shri Radha. Both of 
them became tied with the cord of love once again. 

Looking at all this, the demigods showered flowers. The whole 
site became resonant with sweet sounds of musical instruments. Waves 
of bliss spread in the entire nature. Priya- Priyatam ate beetle leaf 
chewed by each other. Madhav forcibly snatched the jewel adorned 
mirror from the hand of Shri Radha and She snatched the flute of Shri 
Krishna. Both were filled with the bliss of this sport of love. 

As Shri Radha was about to decorate Shri Krishna, She was 
amazed to find Him in the form of child. She started looking all 
around for the adolescent Shri Krishna. Child Krishna seemed hungry. 
At that time a voice from the heaven was heard, “Radhe! Why are 
you dejected. Meditate on the feet of Shri Krishna. Until the time Ras 
mandal is organised you will keep coming here every day. Let go of 
your worries and go taking this child Shri Krishna.” 

After getting the assurance, Shri Radha came to Braj and handed 
over the child Shri Krishna to mother Yashoda. She said, “Maiya! 
Baba had requested me to take child Krishna home. He is hungry. 
Please feed Him.” Shri Radha engaged in Her daily household duties 
on the outside, kept sporting with Shri Hari in many rasa steeped 
Leelas by going to Shri Vrindavan at nights. 

Therefore this site of union of Priya-Priyatam became famous 
as Bhandeer vana. 

Asibhanda tirtha fulfiller of all wishes, Matsya Koop, Ashoka 
destroyer of all kinds of grief and Ashoka Malini lata fulfiller of all 
kind of desires are here. 
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Chhanhari (Bijauli) 

WT W I 

'ini wnfr ^ ii 

^ ‘wlfr’ ^rnr ¥pt inr i 

^ 3THTr-*BT II 

(¥TO JO) 

By playing various games with sakhas and giving them 
happiness by various endeavours, Nandanandan at times engages in 
wrestling and at times engaging in the pursuit of touching each other 
remains absorbed in various amusements. This solitary site at the ha nk 
of Yamuna starts resonating with the sound of sweet laughter. 

Kanhaiya giving variety of delicious delicacies to His 
emotionally identical sakha pleases them in various ways. As the 
assembly of cowherds takes rest here during grazing, this site has 
become divine. 

Sitting in the shade absorbed in bliss the Rasikeindra Mauli has 
made this site steeped in Leela. This site is famous as Chhanhari or 
Bijauli. 
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rraTwt i 

wmvrr i 
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THE OTHER NEIGHBOURING SITES 

1. Manta-gram 

2. Bilwavan 

3. Mansarowar 

4. Pani-gaon 

5. Akroora-ghat 

6. Yagya-sthal 

7. Chhatikara (Garuda Govind) 
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^p^TTlM II 1 

(HFFfMt) 

«I*MW Hd«K«l|i: OTfT: A=M<bK- 
fN'^pTRT: =FPF #T?T tWrff ^ JTTvfTHJ 
<^11^ ^ilOR ^JSTUT 

4^TW WT?Wf II 2 

(sftwrFHPT 10/21/5) 

Saw a damsel going somewhere hastily looking surprised and 
astonished. The tinkling sound of the anklets, the freely waving hair, 
the intoxicated swaying of the trees, the clothes tickled by the blissful 
breeze, somewhere at the enchanting ha nks of Yamuna ji the crowd of 
the sakhis, on the pretext of filling the water pots these Braj maidens 
full of love, the colourful hustle bustle, the sweet sound in the dense 
nikunja that is reproaching hundreds of veenas; it seems, the ocean 
of laughter and smile is swelling and coming towards us. Pleasant 
weather, beautiful atmosphere, the carefree vihar of the deer, this 
sweet resonance of the flute, sakhi! Where is this coming from. 

Oh. who would say? Who had the time to listen? Who 

had to ask? Priyatam called them taking their names and these love 
incarnate damsels ran spontaneously. The feet moved and they reached 
near that very flutist. The birds chirped and made this delectable site 
more and more blissful. The cuckoos cooed and peacocks started 
dancing. The moon became blessed by transmitting its cool rays. The 
vines and the trees offered intoxicating flowers as gifts. The breeze 
maddened by the touch of these flowers started sashaying. The trees 
swayed and the vines became restless and impatient. Everything was 


1.1 pray to the Yugal Chandra who are wandering in the kunja of Vrindavan, who are 
the giver of happiness and the enhancer of the bliss of the heart. 

2. Wearing peacock feather on the head, yellow Kaneira flowers in the ears, golden 
pitambar on the shoulder, the garland of five flowers around the neck, filling the flute 
with the nectar of His lips and the One whose glory is being sung by the cowherd boys, 
such Shri Krishna in the guise of an expert actor-dancer is entering Shri Vrindavan, 
beautifying it with His foot prints. 
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blissful. Kishori Shri Radha and Her bodily manifestations these Braj 
maidens joined them. 

The Lord of Rasikas Shri Krishna smiling sweetly, adjusted 
His hair with his fingers and greeted them with His sweet voice. Lord 
Shri Krishna’s solitary and private rasa vilas flowed and remained in 
motion. Even today, the Lord of the universe with His bewitching 
form and that very same rasa sweetness is virajman in Vrindavan in 
the form of Shri Krishna. 

Oh! How wonderful is this Vrindavan. Its various sites, its 
permanent atmosphere- we have an eternal and everlasting relation 
with this very Vrindavan. This alone is the desire of our life. Yes! As is 
the site so is the relation, a cooling and soothing ointment for the mind 
and the soul. We have a permanent relation with the blissful land of 
Vrindavan. Bhaktimati Usha Behen ji making a sadhaka understand 
his relationship with that same cooling land of Braj is saying: This is 
for everybody. 

“If the cool gusts of three fold breeze seem to you as the touch 
of some loving Kishore then understand that you have a relationship 
with Vrindavan. If this intoxication of the spring makes you aware 
even a little of the swaying of the intoxicated Yugal then you have a 
relationship with Vrindavan. If the chirping song of the birds seems 
to you to be a song of love of some Rasa Rangi, then you have a 
relationship with this rasaful Vrindavan. If the pure blueness of the 
clear sky gives you the impression of the radiance of the body of some 
tender dark Kishore then you have a relationship with Vrindavan. If 
looking at the swaying branches of the swaying trees, the waving 
pitambar and neelambar shake your heart to the core then definitely 
you have a relationship with this Vrindavan. If the dense clouds 
gathering in the blue sky give you the glimpse of the waving hair of 
some Pranayi Kishore, then you have a relationship with Vrindavan. If 
the wave of lightning flashing within the clouds makes you remember 
the enthralling beauty of Kishori Radhika endowed with the yellow 
reddish luster, then you have a relationship with Vrindavan. How 
can there be any doubt about your relationship with Vrindavan if the 
showering rain gives you the intimation of the showers of love. If 
the cool atmosphere seems to be giving an introduction to the playful 
sport of the Jeewan Sarvaswa Yugal then you have a relationship with 
Vrindavan definitely. If this delightful dark dawn, the black radiant 
evening, the silent night disturb the mind and the soul by giving the 
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message of some Sujan Sundar (wise and beautiful Shri Krishna) then 
certainly you have a relationship with the rasa abode Vrindavan. 

(With gratitude from the book Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorva Shri Bhaktimati Usha 
Behen ji) 

The Vrindavan of today is that very same Vrindavan. Shri 
Yamuna ji of today is also the very same Yamuna ji and these sites of 
Leelas are those very same sites of Leelas. The permanent atmosphere 
here is that very same atmosphere- that has been preserved carefully 
in the form of legacy by these Leela sites. These sites of Leelas remain 
eager and impatient even today to give us the darshan of that very 
same treasure of theirs. In fact many sadhakas have attained the 
Lord because of the grace of these very sites. These sites, the birds 
and animals here, the trees and the vines are all Shri Krishna’s own 
parikar, the instruments of His Leela. 

This rasa steeped site, Shri Vrindavan is the exact shadow of 
the Divine Abode of the eternal vihar of Priya- Priyatam, Shri Goloka 
Dham. It is eternal and it is manifest. During the period of incarnation 
the Divine Abode merges in this manifest Vrindavan. In fact as soon as 
the Abode appears, Priya-Priyatam come and become virajman there 
with their divine and rasa filled atmosphere and their beloved sakhis. 

It is said in Yamal scripture 

iRrd'Jd I’ 

Looking at the desire of His devotees, to honour and to caress 
their feelings when Shri Krishna who was engaged in vihar in Goloka 
told Priya ji about incarnating on the earth, then Priya ji said restlessly- 
iTd" 'TTSfer 'Tt d+jdl 'T^T I 

dlP'kl cfT Tf fi' TPT: II 

m ^fi%cTT firo ^fo 3 / 32 ) 

Where there is no Vrindavan, no Shri Yamuna and no Shri 
Gowardhan, I will not be happy there. 

Shri Narad ji says that Lord Shri Hari sent eighty four kosa 
land, Shri Gowardhan and Shri Yamuna ji to the earth from Goloka. 

Tffci^T ^ II 

(TBT UTO tfo 3/33) 

Shri Vrindavan, Vrindavan Vihari and the subject of Vrindavan 
are pratyaksha experiences of the devotees, the actual accomplishments 
of their lives. For the future sadhakas, they are the guides and the 
directors of the path. Without the refuge and support of the great ones, 
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it is impossible to get the knowledge of the subject matter. 

Preserving in its womb many sports of Shri Krishna that are 
performed in Goshtha Leela, this site has been guiding the path of the 
intellectuals like us, since eternity. 

The Puranas, many Sanskrit scriptures and the Rasikas have 
accepted the significance of Shri Vrindavan in one voice. There was a 
flood of rasikas in the middle age. The Muslim devotees like Raskhan 
and Taj became crazy about Braj. In spite of Emperor Akbar being a 
Muslim, the history is repeating the tale of his great fortune even today. 

The description of the divine and transcendental Vrindavan can 
only be experienced. Here Priya-Priyatam engage in eternal vihar 
with the sakhis. To what extent can a pen write about it? 

Great, wise and learned Shri Uddhav ji yearning for a drop of 
love of Vrindavan said, “Oh! Wish I could become the grass or the bush 
or the vine or any herb of Vrindavan which has received the fortune of 
the touch of the dust of the feet of the gopis, the beloveds of the Lord.” 


(sftWlFFTTT 10/47/61) 


Yogis gave up yoga. Sages and saints were astounded and 
amazed on hearing about the description of the sweetness of Vrindavan. 
If such was their case, then one can imagine how special the intimate 
devotees are. 

Even Shri Shankaracharya ji Maharaj, the propounder of the 
Nirvisheisha philosophy and Adwaitamat, could not quench the thirst 
of his eyes. Brajendra Nandan abducted his heart. Admonishing his 
eyes he said 

(W 


Why are you getting tempted by these fleeting temptations? 
If you cannot live without seeing beautiful forms, then look at Shri 
Krishna at least once. He is more beautiful than crores and crores of 
Kamdevas. He is generous and a treasure house of kindness. Leaving 
such Shri Krishna what else do you want to see? 

Shri Shankaracharya ji Maharaj has depicted many of his 
experiences of Shri Krishna’s Leela beautifully. Describing the 
pastime of eating of food he says, “ The One Who is seated with 
one leg on top of the other under a Kalpa vriksha in some garden of 
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Vrindavan situated at the ha nk of Yamuna ji, Whose complexion is 
blue like that of the clouds, Who is illuminating the whole world with 
His brilliance, Who is wearing a beautiful pitambar and is anointed 
with sandal mixed with camphor, Who has big eyes up to His ears, 
has earrings looking resplendent in the ears, has beautiful smooth hair 
and is having His food with the cowherd boys inside a nikunja, always 
contemplate on that Shri Hari.” 


Pd<W WcUfll ^wft#dWTI 
*fldlH< fvRT II 




The main region of Shri Ramanuja sect has been the south of 
India. Saint Shri Shathakopa has been the famous acharya of this sect. 
Braj Bihari Shri Krishna stole his mind suddenly. Although Lord Shri 
Laxminarayana is another form of Shri Krishna only, yet the attraction 
of Shri Krishna captivated saint Shathakopa who was the worshipper 
of Shri Laxminarayana. Describing the bond of love between Shri 
Krishna and the gopis he said- 

The gopis had bound Gopal Whose body has the lustre of a 
jewel. The ignorants may think of Him as bound, but the beauty of 
that very same Shri Krishna has cut my bondage of illusion to shreds. 


TTtWf Hd4R 
3n#T 'H’rlcHlf! ^ 

I 

(W7T 


1/7/3) 


At one place Shri Kuresha Swami writes, ‘We were not able to 
take birth in Shri Vrindavan in any form as sentient or insentient, as 
insects or even grass, is this our misfortune or the collection of our 
sins. We have become deprived in all ways. How can we sinners get 
the dust particles of the feet of Shri Vrindavan Bihari’ 


wfcriRi; Pd^dd % ddl-fl+ij 


HIHKTT TdTBFJFT: II 
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Shri Ramanand ji Maharaj was the worshipper of Lord Shri 
Raghawendra. He visited many places. He had deep dedication for 
Shri Vrindavan. 

Rasa steeped keli and vilds madhuri of Shri Radha-Krishna 
always keeps flowing incessantly in their abode Shri Vrindavan. 
ShrimanNimbarkacharyaji earned glory by propagating and promoting 
this rasa-keli. Experiencing many kelis of Priya ji in Vrindavan, he 
described many of these Leelas. At one place he says, ‘The place that 
keeps getting besprinkled with the rasa of love of Shri Nandanandan 
and Shri Vrishbhanu Nandini, the place that is beautiful, where 
even the trees give desired fruit, the place that is generous, which is 
covered with the flow of sacred Yamuna, where every living being is 
blessed with the dust particles of the feet of Shri Brajraj and Kishori, I 
remember that Vrindavan the illuminator of its divine virtues.’ 









ii 


Describing the form of Vrindavan in ‘Shri Krishna Stawaraj’ 


he says- 








sfWr aw wr ii 


That which is beyond shoonya (void, vacuum, outer space) or 
para vyoma (beyond the sky or space) and beyond Maha Vaikuntha 
etc, which is astonishing, chidaghan (compact with pure intelligence, 
an attribute of transcendental Vrindavan), omnipresent and is virajman 
as supreme amongst all the cosmological regions. Which is surrounded 
by Yamuna ji on all four sides, whose power is beyond contemplation, 
where auspicious sound is resonating, victory to that Vrindavan. 

Even in Mahavani, the description of the sacred banks of 
Yamuna ji in Vrindavan has been given. The exuberant waves of Yu gal 
keli vihar are in motion, which are giving joy and delight mutually. 

itifcr fkm ipw i 

31% AT WET 3% R% II 


4/6) 
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Shri Lalitkishori Dev ji has shown the superiority of Vrindavan 
over Goloka. 

fad sfRlST-^l t farM qfafa'1 fa^TRT I 
^ tw trprt II 

Cranes, swans, chakors, peacocks and cuckoos keep showering 
rasa in the kunjas and nikunjas with their sweet sounds. Where all the 
six seasons remain present always, that very same Vrindavan is the 
site of keli-vihar of Priya-Priyatam. 

Shri Shri Vallabhacharya ji has been deeply dedicated to Shri 
Vrindavan- 

^•adMl+fa 'jfTtT I 

cf^rr ^ i 

(fbTtsr ^rsnir 3) 

Great celebration had manifested on the arrival of Uddhav ji 
in Braj, similarly may my mind remain enthusiastic in Gokul and 
Vrindavan. 

The great men of ‘Vallabha Sampradaya’ have had profound 
dedication towards Braj. Shri Shrinathji has been their adored Thakur. 
He has remained happy with their service. He used to be virajman in 
Shri Giriraj ji. These great devotees have given an extremely delightful 
depiction of Braj, Vrindavan. The eminent devotee Shri Soordas ji 
describing the greatness of Vrindavan is saying- 

*fHlPi«t> *H4>|fe Wjfa WH to WK I 

^l®M # tpT 'T Wf FJT # ill II 

This Vrindavan is the site of solitary and private vihar of 
extremely sweet rasa keli vilas and Shri Krishna’s cow grazing and of 
various sports with His sakhas. 

Shripad Jeeva Goswami has called the physical or gross Shri 
Vrindavan a manifestation of the Leelas of the unmanifest Shri 
Vrindavan i.e. the divine Goloka. 




Shri Sanatan Goswami believes that the eternal divine abode 
Vrindavan has entered and merged with the earthly Braj and there is 
no difference between the two but Shripad Jeeva Goswami calling 
Goloka and Vrindavan separate has considered Vrindavan superior 
than Goloka. 
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Shripad Prabodhananda Saraswati experienced the divine and 
transcendental Vrindavan sitting in the manifest Vrindavan itself. 
Although the form of this Vrindavan and the divine Vrindavan is 
same, yet the difference has been shown due to the difference of 
perception or due to this being imperceptible to the physical eyes. 
Prakat or manifest Vrindavan is the one that can give the darshan of 
divine Vrindavan therefore Prakat Vrindavan has been called superior. 

wi II 

(<Edl<=H VTO 4/83) 

The beauty of Vrindavan renews every moment. Where the 
waves of sweetness are surging, the river of love is flowing, the love 
of Priya-Priyatam is spurting that very place will have to be called 
Vrindavan. The natural form of love is Vrindavan. 

The earth of this place is conscious. The sand is shining like 
the powdered pearls. The nikunjas are divine. Rasa filled pollen is 
getting scattered in them. ‘Kam and Rati’ taking the broom in their 
hands, collecting these pollen and putting them at the right places are 
increasing the beauty more and more. The rasa filled vihar of Priya- 
Priyatam is in motion here . Shri Dhruwadas ji says, “Nayaka tahan 
na nayika rasa karvawat keli.” the rasa keli alone is making Priya- 
Priyatam emotionally helpless. This Vrindavan is that same Eternal 
Vrindavan where the rasa filled keli of the Yugal is in motion always 
and every moment. 

Kamdev and Rati in the hope of getting the dust particles of the 
feet of Priya-Priyatam keep rolling in the dust in the kunjas and nikunjas. 

stfcT cERfftq fWiRT Rfe? Pdfi,~j| I 

dUd 4 m || 

(%?T ^RRft 57) 

Even the love maddened Mira ji could not let go of the attraction 
of Vrindavan. Although she lived in Dwaraka most of the time yet 
getting permeated with the blissful, sacred and Leelaful atmosphere 
of Vrindavan she started singing- 

wi i 

Over here getting enriched with the wealth of rasa of Vrindavan, 
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the rasa longing of Bhaktimati Usha Behen ji gets drenched in this 
madhur rasa again and again and she starts singing- 

^ ^ 3BT I 

ST5T WRT-WR f^Tcf Wm || 

'fW ^Ft SfRRt -fFHV ^ 3TRT | 
feiF ^ReFt ?gti Fl?t, «Ft FHT II 

Therefore the Acharyas, Rasikas and the devotees experiencing 
the blissful solitary and private love of Priya-Priyatam, have tried to 
say a little about Vrindavan in their padas and shlokas. And all that is 
very necessary for the sake of the guidance of the sadhakas. 

dMlfcdl 'jft ^ ^flTTSf ^ <T Fttfl tit, 

WR TT WT f[ # I 

W*T WTtft 'd-fdl fddld 'Snft «Ff^ 

^FT Uldct II 


Naming 

Shri Vrindavan, Vrinda-Kanan or Shri Vana is the indicator of 
Tike name like qualities and form’. There are many rasa filled stories 
famous about this. 

Shri Narad ji once expressed his curiosity to Lord Narayana to 
know about the history related to the name of Shri Vrindavan. What 
the Lord said to Shri Narad ji is being given below- 

Lord Narayana said that King Kedar was the ruler of the seven 
islands in Satyuga. He was very religious. The name of his daughter 
was Vrinda who was the partial manifestation of Shri Laxmi ji. She 
was a yogitii (female ascetic). She showed no interest in married life 
and after getting Shri Hari Mantra from sage Shri Durwasa did penance 
for sixty thousand years. Lord Shri Krishna became pleased. Shri 
Krishna appeared, radiating His extraordinary beauty. The splendour 
and beauty of His age that was embarrassing crores of Kamdevas, His 
curly hair, the sidelong glance, the sweet smile and who knows what 
else. Vrinda was enraptured by all of this. Her eyes drooped with the 
weight of love. Shy and bashful Vrinda said, “Please accept me as the 
maid of your feet.” Shri Krishna smiled and proceeded to Goloka 
with Vrinda. There she became a fortunate gopi like Shri Radha. 

Another holy story is, ‘King Kushadhwaja had two daughters. 
Both were adept in the knowledge of the scriptures of dharma. 
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Their names were Tulsi and Vedavati. They were disinterested and 
indifferent to the material world. Vedavati attained the supreme being 
Narayana by doing penance. She is also famous as Sita, the daughter 
of King Janak. Tulsi also did penance to get Shri Krishna as husband 
but because of the curse of sage Durwasa, married Shankhachuda. 
How could Lord Shri Krishna bear this? Those who make efforts for 
Him, He accepts them Himself. The same happened. Lord became 
Shri Shaligram and Tulsi manifesting as a plant started living in His 
proximity. ’ 

Since she is the sole beloved of Shaligram ji, therefore this 
eternal and sacred relationship has formed. Tdd tTtp ^ tTF?T I ' 

meaning without Tulsi, Shri Hari does not accept any offering. 

The third and the highest reason is that amongst the first sixteen 
names of Shri Radha, Vrinda is one of them, which has been heard 
in the Shrutis. This is the forest of sporting and pastime of that very 
same Vrinda named Shri Radha. It is very beautiful and enchanting. 
The moist fragrance of Tulsi is pervasive all around. That is why this 
place is famous as Vrindavan. For the very first time Shri Krishna 
had created Vrindavan in Goloka Dham only for the happiness 
of Shri Radha. This forest manifested on the earth for the sake of 
the happiness and pastime of Shri Radha and was called Vrindavan 
because of that very same ancient name. 








Where the life is only about devotion to Shri Krishna, where 
the people remain engrossed in the memories of Shri Krishna and 
absorbed in His Leelas, where even the animals and birds listening 
to the sweet sound of His flute are left standing still and gazing with 
stunned eyes. Where the entire nature filling with some intoxication, 
comes alive and becomes animated. Where everything is to please 
Priya-Priyatam, where everything is soaked, touched and sprinkled 

with and suffused by the waves of their rasa - yes.yes, that very 

place, that very same place is Vrindavan. 

Description of the Form 


MTK'Vf flVTdWJ^ I 

■M'RI ^H< u l SpJTT II 
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Shri Vrindavan is like the central bud of the thousand petalled 
lotus. Just by the touch of Vrindavan, this earth has become blessed in 
the three worlds. 

On the top of all the universes is Goloka Dham which is famous 
by the name of Shri Vrindavan. The divine sport of love is always 
in motion here. Here the birds and animals, the trees and vines, the 
entire nature is alive and resonant, not only this, they are the personal 
Leela parikar of Shri Krishna. Vrinda Devi is the presiding deity of 
this place who is also a natural assistant in the keli of Priya-Priyatam. 

All the six seasons and the threefold breeze enter and pervade 
the atmosphere according to the wishes of Priya-Priyatam. 

How is the beauty of Shri Vrindavan? 

^sT 'RTt^T ! 

^ST tfcf WT !RW 

=[§T RtFT eft II .. 

W 'SPJ'T ftTvfft 

^ 3FT # II 

sftfT tiMt ii 

Hf^ld d<id I 

iffc ^Tld II 

IFPT d<f^ld 

flflsRH 

vri vnfet 

^drr f^r wr # n 

^Tt^TT ... i 

CH^Rcii 

The beautiful bank of Shri Yamuna, the glittering sand, the 
dense kunja- nikunja, the breeze fragrant with the moist fragrance of 
various flowers and the intoxicated swaying of the trees - vines, all 
these are Vrindavan itself. Priya-Priyatam engage in sports here with 
their beloved sakhis. Seeing the appropriateness, even the birds fill 
the atmosphere with rasa with their sweet chiiping sounds. Love itself 
personifies and merges in the aggregated beauty. Everything remains 
engaged in the service of Yugal. 
















332 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


‘Goshtha Vrindavan’ or ‘the place of the pastime of the gopis 
‘Vrindavan’ or Shri Radha’s ‘Nikunja Vrindavan’, are merely different 
names, like the shadow of that very Eternal Vrindavan. 

Every nikunja is ready with the preliminary preparations of a 
novel rasa event, who knows when Priya-Priyatam might thrill it with 
their touch. Sakhis steeped in the emotion of ‘Tatsukhei Sukhitwam ’ 
constantly keep moving here and there filled with the love of Shri Krishna. 

It is the essence of Vaikuntha, full of radiance. Only the 
eternally emancipated ones live here. Nitya Leela is always in motion 
here. This eternal divine abode Shri Vrindavan is full of trees of 
Mandar, Maulashri etc and permeated with the intoxicating rasa and 
the fragrance of Kadamba flowers. 

Significance 

Shri Vrindavan is the very own abode of the Lord. In relation to 
this a sweet incident has been revealed in the Puranas, which is being 
given below- 

Shri Narad ji playing his veena and singing about the virtues of 
Shri Hari came to Tirtharaj Prayagraj once. Tirtharaj greeted him and 
related to him the entire incident about his being the king of tirthas. 
Shri Narad ji asked, “Does Shri Vrindavan also come to pay tax to you 
like the other tirthas.” Tirtharaj replied in negative. Narad ji asked, 
“Then how can you claim to be the Tirtharaj.” The remark pinched 
Tirtharaj. He went to the Lord. 

Seeing Tirtharaj, the Lord got up from His jeweled throne and 
asked him the reason for his coming. Tirtharaj narrated the whole 
incident and requested, “My Lord! You have made me the king of 
tirthas but Vrindavan does not come to pay the tax to me. I cannot 
understand the reason for this. If there is even one tirtha that does not 
accept my subjugation, then it is not right for me to be the Tirtharaj.” 

After listening to Prayagraj, Lord fell silent. Tears fell from His 
eyes. He was reminded of Braj. His beloved Kishori Shri Radha, 
the Braj maidens, the fights with them, the rasa filled keli and the 
humourous conversations with the sakhas; Oh! Slowly one by one, the 
many scenes started coming before His eyes. He became overwhelmed 
by them. After recovering a little, He started saying, “Tirtharaj! I have 
made you the king of the tirthas but not of my abode Vrindavan. Shri 
Vrindavan Dham is my very own abode. Not just the abode, it is the 
most beloved site of vihar of my beloved Shri Radharani. She alone 
is the ruler of Vrindavan. I always live there. Therefore that Dham is 
free from all this.” 
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Not only this, Shri Narad ji explaining the significance of Shri 
Vrindavan to Bhakti in the chapter ‘Shri Shrimad Bhagwat Mahatmya’ 
in Padma Puran has said- 


d$ u Tj RRT I 

apr c^rrr ?tR RftPftRfa RR R II 

(m n <1 -h 1 6 1 1/6D 


Because you have come in the contact of Vrindavan you have 
become young again. Therefore this abode of Vrindavan is blessed 
where Bhakti is dancing everywhere. 

The eminent saint Shripad baba, explaining the principle of the 
worship of Vrindavan has said- 

“Shri Radha became the base or the support of the rasa worship 
of Vrindavan as guru essence and Rasik Shekhar Rasaraj Shri Krishna 
became the One Who is based or supported. The worship of Vrindavan 
begins from here. The revelations of the different dimensions, the 
various rasa methods of the acharyas and the knowledge of the 
relationship have been getting expressed in different forms. The 
knowledge and the experience of this occurs only by the grace of Shri 
Radha and Shri guru and due to the intense desire of the sadhaka.” 

“This Love essence is Vrindavan whose first conception was 
treasured and beautified by Shri Bhakti maharani. Mahaprabhu Hita 
Harivansha leaving his family came here in his youth and remained 
here.” flftdR 3Hd RR dl$l RT RR fR meaning that 
there is no joy elsewhere, without taking this dust of Vrindavan. This 
call was heard by Rasikvar Shri Hariram Vyas, the guru of the King of 
Orchha and upon coming here he said with extreme delight- 

'RR !r TR RTRp' 

‘sfrRRfRRT RRT RR RlRR RTR ftRRRp I’ 


(R5T ^ TO ^ TRT % RTRK’) 

Revealing their respective emotions about Shri Vrindavan, 
everybody has expressed in infinite ways. In this very context, 
Bhaktimati Usha Behen ji says- 


RR ftrWR # RR RRR ^ RRfatT RT 

yPdOT RIRR-RR RWTRR I 
RR ftTRRR # RRRRR % I tftlfaftRR tR RTRR 

RR I 

RR ftfRcTR R^ fif'd d ^TT RR RR RRRR I 


RR ^RTRR I 
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^ fad«H % r«+fo<l <ftd<*4ld I 


Wf I 


*T*T # ftFT ^f=T cTMT ^Ttf^TcT STFPT I 


•i'tJNH I 


Oh! How is this rasa filled Vrindavan? 


sksT'F <1^41 Hf^f^Tcnr i 
ftPT ^ ^43ld43 H 


Mi 



>: Wl 


^r«r ^prdtcpr %w wm ^farq; it 


( 3 TTO ^TO qo) 


O Prithivi! This twelve forested, Vrindavan protected by 
Vrindadevi is the destroyer of all sins and certainly very dear to me. 
I perform Leela with the cowherds and the gopis here. It is very 
beautiful and very difficult to attain by the demigods and the demons. 

Shri Prabodhanand ji composer of Vrindavan Shatak considers 
Shri Vrindavan to be the one who assists in the rasa filled keli of Priya- 
Priyatam. To such an extent that understanding the wish of Priya- 
Priyatam, Shri Vrindavan creates and presents the mood provoking 
rasaful atmosphere accordingly and inspires the Yugal for rasa very 
cleverly. 


3TFt TfcRPjTRfrR 


*I¥TRT WRTffpft flldF'H I 

Frtr ffcr«pf fasfts^T F4P44 




<T° ^to 2/88) 


In the forest called Vrindavan there are many lush green forests. 
Here there is a very sacred mountain on which there are lush green 
vines and plants. It is extremely useful for our animals. Not only is 
it convenient for the cows, cowherds and the gopis but also worthy of 
being lived in. 

One gopi addressing another is saying- 


*1% MdlfadHlPd 







11 


<mo 10/21/10) 
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O Sakhi! This Vrindavan is spreading the glory of the earth up 
to Vaikuntha Loka because it is getting imprinted by the feet of Shri 
Krishna. Sakhi! When Shri Krishna plays His flute that bewitches the 
sages, then peacocks start dancing to its beat. Even the animals and 
birds wandering on top of the mountain become quiet. 

Not only are these flower vines useful in serving Kishori Radha 
but She also nourishes them with Her touch and serves them. Every 
site of Shri Vrindavan is touched by the foot prints of Shri Radha. The 
birds chirping on the trees in these nikunja are enhancing the beauty 
of this very Vrindavan. In such a Vrindavan whose mind will not want 
to sport- 

TTtJT WT RRVRRRRTT#^, 

TTRT TRcIT RRf % II 

(7TO RO fbo 13) 

Drowning further and further in the rasa profoundness, in 
the source of the rapidly flowing supremely pure river of the rasa, 
the Yugal becoming emotionally helpless with rasa are absorbed in 
strange rasa endeavours. Ah.Shri Vrindavan is enrapturing them. 

Even Priya-Priyatam are grateful to this very Vrindavan. At one 
place they are saying that their mutual love is growing more and more 
only because of Vrindavan, the mine of rasa- 

sfkraiqi rr r rttT Ri o4strt i 

RTl WRp»TT II 

qi<s Rre M^Pa Rt §RR*W: l 

R# ipRRR Rfe? ft II 

(RO rro 11/30) 

The skillful keli flow that is mine and Shri Radha’s, and the 
extremely elevated rasa desire in us for each other that keeps growing, 
and the profoundness in our bond of love that keeps deepening, 
O Vrindavan the mine of rasa ! It is because of your power only. 

The feelings of the sadhaka after falling in love with Vrindavan 
and Vrindavan Bihari do not remain bound. Rather nourished by the 
grace of Shri Krishna his mental tendencies become all pervasive. He 
develops equanimity and a same feeling towards all. Then even the 
attachment of the family does not remain the cause of the bondage. 
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Shri Roop Goswamipad explaining to such a sadhaka is saying- 


Rtf^TSTT I 

RT Rfc R% R^Rfsfcl Tf: 


(Rfot /-HlUd ftt^cT) 


O friend! If you have even the slightest desire for the company 
of your relatives then do not have the darshan of Shri Krishna famous 
as Govind near the Keshi tirtha Who’s wearing a peacock feathered 
crown, is smiling slightly in a posture bent at three places, looking 
resplendent with a sidelong glance and with the flute. 

If only this Vrindavan bestows its grace, then we can reject the 
salvation even, what then is the big deal about the pleasures of the 
Vaikuntha. Not just this with that grace we can attain the unlimited 
madhurya rasa or gopi love even. 


Shobha (beauty) 

RR <|^| =h Tprr rpoW RR I 

RtR Rt'ft RRT II 

(sftRRRFTRR 10/11/28) 

O! The One Who is always filled with ever new love, the One 
Who is bewildering Braj Manilal with Her furtive glances, the One 
Who is effulgent like crores and crores of lightning, that crown jewel of 
the group of maidens is entering in the nikunja area of Shri Vrindavan- 

ipjpsFj ^ rrr x|foi«,| 

RftjRTRTTR WRRjRT I 

^BWfvT obH+irvI Rinpft 
f^R-f^TR Rflf'TRRRTftr RTTf’rK^J % II 

(RO tto 13/74) 

The moonlight of Whose moon like face is drunk by the chakor 
like eyes of Shri Krishna, Who is the manifest form of love, Who is 
intoxicated because of excessive rasa, Whose sakhis also appear like 
the divine golden coloured champa flower, because of which the group 
of bees keep flying behind them, in this way Shri Radha possessing 
multi coloured lustre is looking resplendent. 
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44) Rl 4 9TcftS^d PH ^<[4 d d HI 


«FR4Wi4m ^wr, 

f4TfR^#TRt| e|H^lfci ft ft-tt II 


<T° tto 15/70) 


Sakhis took their beloved Shri Radha inside Who was absorbed 
in the emotional efflux of the union of love. They did Her hair 
beautifully, thrilling many auspicious marks (that were put on Her) 
by the touch of Her body, anointed Her with kumkum and drew rows 
of leaves in a matchless way. May that Shri Hari Who is searching 
for Shri Radha in the nikunjas of Vrindavan adorned with the sakhis, 
protect us. 

The composer of Shri Radha Sudhanidhi, the founder of 
Nikunja bhavana and the one whose mind kept wandering mainly in 
the nikunja Leela is saying in one of his shlokas- 

f¥ RT RR): R9TRt: foRR R RTRftd 

4^1^ fR-Rttfe R%RRRT R#T RRRRftR: I 
fcp rt 4«h u 6 RTRRT RR % •TTSf^T TTSTT 

•jmMH'qfV RR7T Rife R^RTR^SpT II 

(7TO 7TO fho 216) 


What is our concern with these great scriptures or the paths 
promoted by them or accepted by good people, in which neither is 
there the nectar of the greatness of Shri Radha the embodiment of love 
nor any emotion of Hers. Similarly what are we going to do with the 
Laxmi of supreme Vaikuntha where there is no Shri Radha of ours. 
We desire that even in the crores and crores of births and rebirths, our 
sweet hope stays pinned only to the land of Vrindavan (where all this 
is available). 

The vihar vilas of the Yugal with their beloved sakhis is always 
in motion in the enchanting Vrindavan. Converting into its climax it 
flows in the form of a deep ocean of rasa. Regarding this Bhaktimati 
Usha behen ji says at one place- 

“This Brajendra Sundar has imprinted this Vrindavan generously 
with His wandering feet. Not just the ears, even the heart heard the 
heart wrenching sound of the tinkling of the intoxicated anklets 
enfolding His feet. Aha! What an ear pleasing sound of the feet has, 
this Vrindavan become resonant with. Churning the hearts and the 
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souls of the Braj maidens with their sweet tinkling sound, startling 
their eyes, bewildering their minds with the incantations that bring 
distraction, these naughty beautiful feet are strutting and generously 
marking their prints on the fortunate earth of Vrindavan. Look at the 
strangeness, the feet have become coloured with the worship of rasa. 
In the worship, the utility of all the materials has been used fully. The 
feet have become smeared with kumkum. The prayer, the worship, 
the colouring, the objects offered for enjoyment....” 

Oh ... this beautiful Vrindavan, the site of vihar of Priya- 
Priyatam, this rasa filled site encircled by Shri Yamuna ji like a half 
moon, the dense nikunjas here, the keli vihar taking place in them, the 
quarrels and fights in them, the exuberance of the Braj maidens that is 
increasing every second - Oh ! Everything is divine, permeated with 
bliss. Come let us also get lost enjoying the rasa of these sites of Leelas 
and taking a particle of that rasa become overwhelmed and blessed. 
That rasa is scattered in these Leela sites, in the particles of sand, in the 
trees and vines, in the entire nature- it is pervaded everywhere. 

Leela Sites 


Shri Yamuna ji 

Shri Yamuna ji who is of the form of Shri Krishna and who is 
the assistant in His keli, remains virajman in the Leelas in person. By 
creating enchanting nikunjas on its beautiful banks, she contributes 
in every keli of Priyatam. The crowd of the sakhis that have come to 
fetch water, the arrival of Nandanandan from a nearby dense alley, His 
going inside the nikunja at the bank, the look of amazement on the 
face of some damsel, who was bending to fill her water pot on hearing 
the sound of the flute, at times the arrival of Priyatam at the bank 
engrossed in teasing conversations and His sitting down on a rock. At 
times dangling His legs in the water He takes out water with His hands 
and at times throws water with His flute. Yes yes sakhi! At that time 
it is this Kalindi only that remains witness to all those Leela plays of 
the Jeewan Sarvaswa. Whether the pots get emptied or filled there... 
it is very difficult to say. 

Bedecked with divine jeweled ghats, adorned with bunches 
of flowers and biggest of all wonders is that the lotuses have never 
been seen in flowing water but in this Leela parikar of Priyatam, Shri 
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Yamuna there are many lotus forests where Priya-Priyatam along with 
their sakhis, immerse and engage in water sports and Nauka vihar. In 
fact by attaining the complete happiness of Priyatam, Sri Yamuna has 
become supremely blessed. 

Sakhi! Yamuna ji is Krishna (black) coloured. It seems that 
when Priyatam comes over to i mm erse in Krishna (another name of 
Yamuna ji), she abducts His very colour or in some solitary rasa vilas 
by getting the closeness of Priyatam she has become Krishna coloured. 
She is clever. In the hope of getting a reward from the Priyatam, 
this river of love in order to trick Priya ji for the sake of a pastime 
concealed Priyatam and merged her colour with His. She is a beloved 
of Krishna. Therefore being of black colour is not unnatural. Once 
like always the gopis came to Shri Yamuna for a bath. Shri Krishna 
was already virajman there. Shri Krishna hid in the water while 
playing. Kishori Shri Radha along with other sakhis started looking 
for Him. Shri Yamuna maharani concealed Him by changing her 
colour to that of His. Despite trying for long the sakhis could not find 
Shyam Sundar. At last when Shyam Sundar appeared Himself, sakhis 
became happy. It seems, as a reward Priyatam imparted His colour 
to Shri Yamuna Maharani forever. ‘No, no it is the supremely pure 
and stainless love of Priya-Priyatam that has melted and is flowing in 
the form of nectarful water or blessed with the multi coloured kasturi, 
kumkum applied on the rasaful bodies of Yugal, this Shri Yamuna 
attached to Shri Krishna destroying our illusions of many many births 
is providing the love of Priya-Priyatam. ’ 

33 ^PPT ffc yM 4 *pu|Ajj- 
W1 #9T I 

What is this flow of Kalindanandini? It is as though the hearts of 
Brajendranandan Shri Krishna and Vrishbhanu Nandini Shri Radhika 
in the form of a ocean filled with supreme rasa (love) leaping out and 
assuming a form of new flow, has started flowing very rapidly. Aho! 
I pray to Kalinda Nandini in the form of flowing rasa who can destroy 
the difficult attachments of everyone. 

As Shri Yamuna ji is the provider of love of Priya-Priyatam to 
her own devotees, she is extremely venerable to all Vaishnavas. 
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Kalidaha 

4> u lldHdl 

TflT ijt^ WT 'J'T WP: I 
-<H< I ■=!<<],« ATM 

^TRPT»f ?TWT FFRTT ^FITTf II 1 

(^t^TTWT 10/16/30) 

Shri Krishna is the Almighty Supreme Being. Whereas on one 
hand His sweetness is resplendent in Braj everywhere, on the other 
hand the flag of His divine and supernatural faculties is also waving 
freely. His main objective in killing so many demons is the welfare 
of the Brajwasis, His intimate devotees. Brajwasis say many times, 
‘In their well wishing sakha Shri Krishna, Who is the support of 
vatsalya, sakhya and madhur rasa, sometimes Lord Narayana enters 
and exhibits His powers.’ 

There was a kund in Shri Yamuna ji. There used to live a very 
poisonous serpent in it. Because of the heat of the poison, the water of 
Yamuna used to keep boiling. If any bird or animal used to get touched 
by this poisonous air, it used to die. The Almighty Shri Krishna saw 
that the wicked serpent was contaminating His site of pastime. 

On the pretext of playing the ball He came over there. The ball 
fell in the kund and in order to get the ball out of the kund He jumped 
into it and started splashing water with both hands. The Kaliya 
Naga became very angry at this. He saw a small dark complexioned 
beautiful child standing before him. He kept staring at the tender 
child with complexion like that of the cloud of the rainy season. 
There was a golden line on the chest of that child. That child in 
pitambar was bewitching him with His sweet smile. The sweet smile 
that had captivated the hearts of the devotees and made these crazy 
Braj maidens His slaves, looking at that very faint sweet smile, the 
poisonous snake became even more furious and started wondering 
how was that child standing there so fearlessly? Filled with anger the 
snake tied Shri Krishna with his body. Shri Krishna became a little 
motionless. All this was very painful to the sakhas and the Brajwasis. 


1 .The umbrella of hoods of Kaliya was cut to pieces by the amazing Tandav dance of 
the Lord. Each and every part of his body was crushed and he started vomiting blood. 
Now he remembered the primordial teacher, Puran Purush Lord Narayan. Silently he 
went in the refuge of the Lord. 
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Shri Krishna could not bear the frightened state of His sakhas, 
Shri Nanda-Yashoda and His beloved gopis for long. He remained 
tied like this for a moment and then He swelled His body causing the 
body parts of that poisonous snake to become loose. Spitting venom 
that snake started becoming motionless. Letting go off the Lord he 
stood on one side and started attacking from a distance. 

For a while Shri Krishna kept playing with him. Afterwards 
finding the opportunity He jumped on his hoods and started dancing. 
The lives of Brajwasis as though returned and they drowned in bliss. 
Looking at the desire of Shri Krishna to dance, the demigods, celestial 
musicians started playing the drums and other instruments. Unable 
to bear the blows of the feet of Shri Krishna, the hoods of Kaliya nag 
started bleeding. The blood drops on the feet of Shri Krishna seemed 
as if they had been sprinkled with red flowers. 

Seeing this sorry plight of their husband, the snake wives 
felt distraught. They came in the refuge of Shri Krishna and started 
praying- 

“Lord! This king of serpents has been born in a tamoguni 
(characterized by darkness and ignorance) birth and is very hot 
tempered. Still he has received the most sacred dust of your feet, which 
is very difficult for others to attain and just by wishing to receive 
which, the living beings in this world get liberation even, then what is 
the big deal about worldly wealth and prosperity.” 1 

Kaliya serpent was liberated at this site. Since then this site is 
famous as Kalidaha. 

There is an ancient Kadamba tree here called Keli Kadamba 
which is beautifying this site. Many people believe that this tree exists 
from the time of Shri Krishna in the form of its descendant. 

At the time when Shri Garuda ji was carrying the pot of nectar 
he had rested on this very tree. Besprinkled with that very nectar, this 
Kadamba tree became immortal. 

Kaliya Mardan Temple 

In front of the Kaliyadaha on a high mound there is very ancient 
and grand temple of Kaliya Mardan. 

W^5FT Wet: DlMujt zrfWd: few 3TW 11 


(sfrWTTWT 10/16/38) 
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Dwadashaditya Teela 

rR*Tf^Y^frT II 1 

(W Wt) 

Leela of Shri Krishna is infinite. Whereas on one hand expanding 
His divine and supernatural powers He killed many strong demons, on 
the other hand assuming a human body He kept performing all Leelas 
natural to human beings. 

He gets hungry, thirsty and experiences heat and cold as well. 
He is a lover, He is blissful. 

He is the shelter of different dharmas at the same time. That 
Almighty Lord does not get satisfied only with its formless form. To 
give joy and delight to His own devotees, assuming a form just like 
them, He provides them bliss. 

Subjugated by love, becoming restlessly hungry Nandanandan 
asks maiya for butter-sugarcandy and milk. 

After liberating Kaliya Naga, the Lord had rested at this site. 
The Lord had caught a cold as He had stayed in the water for too 
long. Noticing this, the Sun god presented himself in the service and 
served the Lord by giving heat to Him. Who knows if looking at the 
desire of the Sun god to have Shri Krishna’s darshan, He gave him 
this opportunity to gratify and bless him. There is a Surya temple here. 

Nearby is the Venu koop (well). According to the hearsay Lord 
had created this site by playing His flute and had given water to the 
gopis to drink. 

The Prayer and Meditation Site of Shri Sanatan Goswami 

Amongst the chief six followers of Shrimanmahaprabhu 
Chaitanyadev, the name of Shri Sanatan ji is famous. On the command 
of Mahaprabhu ji he came to Braj and after building a hut at the 
enchanting ha nk of Yamuna near the Dwadashaditya Teela he started 
living here. 

Embodiment of dispassion and detachment and steeped in the 
love of Shri Krishna Shri Sanatan ji used to live right here. Once he 
became a little dejected. He could not bear Shri Krishna’s separation 
anymore. It is said that Mahaprabhu ji graced him in a dream because 


1. After that there is a tirtha called Dwadashaditya. All the sins of a man are destroyed 
just by having darshan of it. 
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of which he started staying happy and his love for Shri Radha-Krishna 
started becoming deeper. 1 

Shri Madanmohan ji 

Shri Madan Mohan ji was the adored Thakur of Shri Sanatan 
ji. He had affection for Shri Sanatan ji. Shri Sanatan ji used to live in 
total dispassion. How Madan Mohan ji suffused him with His mercy, 
that instance is being given below- 

Shri Sanatan ji used to live at the bank of Yamuna in Shri 
Vrindavan on madhukari. For madhukari he used to go to Mathura 
because in those days there was not much settlement in Vrindavan. 

Shri Sanatan ji once went to the house of Shri Parashuram 
Choubey for madhukari. The Thakur idol in the house of Shri Choubey 
ji used to manifest and play with the sakhas in person. He spell bound 
Shri Sanatan ji with His bewitching beautiful form. His crooked hair, 
sweet talks, sidelong glance, playful pace penetrated the heart of Shri 
Sanatan ji. He came back to Shri Vrindavan. Over there in Mathura 
the manifest playing Thakur ji went back into the idol. 

Somehow the night arrived. Eagerly waiting for the morning 
Shri Sanatan ji somehow fell asleep. 

The same idol of Shri Choubey ji coming in the dream in the 
manifest form said to Shri Sanatan ji. ‘Baba! I will come with you.’ 

Next day Shri Sanatan ji got up early in the morning. He 
went to Mathura and told the whole story to Shri Choubey ji. At last 
getting pleased with Shri Sanatan ji and accepting his service Shri 
Thakur ji came to Shri Vrindavan. Whatever Shri Sanatan ji used to 
get in madhukari, he would offer it to Shri Thakur ji and then have 
His prasadi. One day a strange incident took place. As soon as Shri 
Sanatan ji offered food to Shri Madan Mohan ji, Shri Thakur ji said, 
‘Baba ! will you not give me some salt ?’ Sanatan ji became a little 
quiet. Rebuking Him lovingly he said, “See! I lead my life somehow 
with dispassion. Today you are asking for salt, tomorrow you will ask 
for clarified butter and the day after for something else. If that is so 
then make your own arrangements. How and from where will 1 do all 
this?” 

As the providence would have it, one incident occurred. Just 
at that vey time one person came to Shri Sanatan ji and said, “We are 

1. ^MlcH Tf^TT <ll< I 

W4 U4 IT2JT 4W fertT =t>HI II 

(40 JO) 
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traders. A little far from here near the bank our boat is stuck. Despite 
trying hard we are not able to get it out. When we were trying- one 
child came and said that the boat would come out immediately if we 
ask you for help. Therefore we have come to you. Please help us. 
Whatever profit we make in this trade we will offer it in the service of 
Shri Thakur ji. 

Sanatan ji knowing this to be a play of naughty Gopal ji, 
remained quiet. He said, “Please go and ask that child only. Only He 
can take your boat across.” 

Anyway after some time the boat came out. In this trade, that 
trader Shri Kapoor made four times more profit. With that money 
he came to Shri Sanatan ji and with his permission got the temple 
constructed. Waving the flag of its loftiness even today, this temple 
is inspiring the common man with the conversation of Shri Madan 
Mohan ji, the worshipful Thakur of Shri Sanatan ji. 

Hearing about the appearance of Shri Madan Mohan ji King 
Pratap Rudra sent two idols from Shri Jagannathpuri to Vrindavan. 
Instructing the priest in the dream Shri Madan Mohan ji said, “Of the 
two idols received from Jagannathpuri, the bigger one is Shri Lalita ji 
and the smaller one is Shri Radha. You bring them at the earliest and 
make sure that the smaller one is installed on my left.” Since then the 
service of Priya-Priyatam is continuing here. 

Because of the attacks of the Yavans, Shri Madan Mohan ji was 
taken to Jaipur for His safety. From there He went to Karauli and since 
then is virajman in Karauli upto this date. 

In the new temple nearby another idol is virajman by the name 
of Madan Mohan ji only. 

Samadhi of Soordas Madanmohan ji 

‘^wPT # Tflf! I’ 

Those who have heard the name of Soordas Madanmohan ji, 
they would certainly be aware of his dedication to the ascetics, of his 
faith in Braj and of his humility. He was the tax collector of Sandeela 
village. He used to collect the taxes and send it to the king. A group 
of ascetics once came to his village. He didn’t have any money of his 
own. He spent the tax money on those ascetics and sent a letter to the 
king. 
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He had the rule of visiting Madan Mohan ji. Somebody once 
asked him his name. He replied, ‘Santan Kee Panahi Ko chakar’ 
meaning the menial attendant of the footwear of the saints. One ascetic 
listening to this started resenting him. That ascetic in order to test him, 
once left his footwear in his care and said, “Look after them, I am just 
coming.” Saying this that ascetic left and came back only the next day. 
He found Soordas Madanmohan ji standing and guarding his footwear 
without having eaten anything. Only after the ascetic returned could 
he go for the darshan of Shri Madan Mohan ji and eat anything after 
that. Seeing him thirsty and hungry that ascetic felt really ashamed. 
His samadhi is near Shri Madan Mohan ji in a comer. 

Praskand Kshetra Tirtha 

TOPTlfa I 

ST *TW II 

(3TTfc RyUT) 

O Vasundharei! Now I will tell you the story of other tirthas, 
you listen to me. There is an auspicious area called Praskandan which 
gives liberation from all sins. 

This site is considered to be near the Dwadashaditya teela. 
Nowadays this site has almost disappeared. 

Adwaita Vata 

3*KT£Tir I 
^ tlTT 3TRFT II 

WO JO) 

Shri Adwaitacharya ji Maharaj, intimate parikar of Shri Shri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is known to all Vaishnavas. When Shri 
Adwaitacharya ji Maharaj came to Vrindavan during his pilgrimage, 
he stayed under this Vata tree. He used to worship Lord Shri Krishna 
living here. His adored Thakur was Shri Madan Gopal ji. When he 
was leaving for Bengal, he gave this idol to Choubey ji of Mathura. 

It is said that the very same Thakur by the name of Gopal ji 
came to Shri Sanatan ji for service. 

Ashta Sakhi Temple 

Ashta sakhi Temple is situated on the right side on the way 
from Shri Madan Mohan ji to Shri Bankei Bihari ji. Shri Radha 
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Rasvihari are virajman here and with them the ashta (eight) sakhis are 
also virajman. In 1889 the king of Hetampur Maharaj Ramaranjana 
Chakrawarti had built this temple. In 1928 after the construction of the 
new temple, the ashta sakhis were also installed. 

Shri Shri Bankci Bihari 

‘Yatha nam tatha guna’ meaning like name like virtue. Totally 
making this saying come true the handsome form of Shri Bankei Bihari 
ji has captivated lacs of devotees with His enticing form, cutting eyes 
and bewitching smiles. Even today a great number of devotees are 
impressed with His miracles. Appearing pratyaksha even to these 
physical eyes, Shri Bihari ji carries a very lifelike attraction. 

Shri Bihariji was the venerated deity of Shri Swami Haridas ji. 
In order to gratify him with His Service, He graced him. 

Swami Shri Haridas ji used to prostrate in a particular kunja of 
creepers in Nidhivana every day. His devoted disciples once wanted to 
know the mystery bhind it. Vithalvipul ji asked, “Gurudev ! The entire 
Vrindavan being the vihar site of Priya-Priyatam deserves to be bowed 
to, then why do you prostrate at this particular place every day ?” 

Swami ji signaled to his own devotees to see. All of them saw a 
divine light there. They also saw the ranga mahal of Priya-Priyatam. 
Drinking the divine form of the Yugal, everybody became intoxicated. 
From that very site Shri Bihari ji appeared suffusing all with bliss. 
The appearance of Shri Bihari ji Maharaj took place on the auspicious 
fifth day of the bright fortnight of the month of Margasheersha (nov- 
dec), which is famous as Vihar Panchami. 

The rasikata (the quality of getting attracted or drawn to or 
appreciating rasa) of Shri Bihari is famous everywhere. One devotee 
once came for His darshan. He kept gazing at him without blinking 
his eyes. Rasik Rijhawar Bihari ji became pleased with him. When 
that devotee started leaving, Shri Bihariji followed him. It is said that 
the Gosain ji after pleading with Him a lot, requested Him to come 
back to His own temple. Since then the custom of drawing the curtain 
after every few minutes during the darshan of Bihari ji started. 

The most unusual thing in the service of Shri Bihari ji is that 
His Mangala arati is not performed. There is a very tender feeling of 
the Gosains behind this. They say that Bihariji goes to sleep only in 
the early hours of the morning after performing Ras in the night. It 
will not be appropriate to wake Him only in two hours. Time to time 
Shri Bihariji Maharaj keeps making His intimate devotees have such 
experiences. 
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Initially Shri Bihariji Maharaj used to be virajman in Nidhivana 
itself. In Samvat 1921 this temple was reconstructed and Shri Bihariji 
became virajman in this present temple, since then He has remained 
the attraction for all. 

Along with Shri Bankei Bihari ji Shri Kishori ji is believed to 
be present in the form of a seat, on the left side of Shri Bihari ji. 

It will not be exaggeration to say that Shri Bihari ji is the most 
recognized and revered Thakur in Shri Vrindavan. 

Only once in a year on the third day of the month of Baisakh 
(apr-may) called Akshaya Tritiya, the darshan of the feet of Shri Bihari 
ji Maharaj can be had. 

Swami Haridas ji Maharaj 

He was bom in samvat 1537 in Rajapur village near Vrindavan. 
Happiness spread all around. 

He had no attraction for any physical or material thing since 
his childhood. The signs of dispassion were evident in the childhood 
itself. 

He started living in Nidhivana. 

Shri Swami ji Maharaj is supposed to be the founder of Nikunja 
Bhavana. Remaining submerged every single moment in the solitary 
and private rasa-keli of Priya-Priyatam Who are always engaged in 
vihar, whatever Swami ji experienced, to some extent he expressed 
all that in his padas. Those padas are available today in the form of 
a collection called Keli Mai. He initiated Vaishnavas by the name of 
‘Sakhi’ sect or ‘Shri Haridasi’ sect within the bounds of some rules 
and restraints etc. 

At one place Shripad Baba Maharaj, the founder of Braj 
Academy, describing the eternal vihar and the nikunja Leela has said- 

“This rasa is that very thing, attaining which the direct 
experience of the actual ananda swaroop rasa is had without any 
doubt. The knowledge merges in the rasa and rasa is established in the 
Leela. These Leelas become Braj Leela and Nikunja Leela. Nikunja 
Leela i.e. the filtered purest rasa that has been assimilated in the rasa 
adroit speeches of the devout rasikas of Vrindavan in which there is 
neither the bark of knowledge nor the seeds of action. Swami Shri 
Lalitkishori dev ji explaining its specialness has said- 

31# I 
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The supreme Acharya and the bestower of this rasa is believed 
to be Lalita sakhi. This is accepted in almost all the rasa worshipping 
sects. In regard to Shri Haridas ji, the incarnation of Lalita ji it has 
been said up to this extent even that- 

efM 2 ! feFK I 

^ «rNrT 4Mcl RW II” 

(With gratitude from the scripture Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorva Shri Bhaktimati 
Usha Behen ji) 

The deeds and acts of Shri Swami Maharaj are transcendental. 
His dedication and devoutness remained intact every moment. One 
devotee Pt. Shri Jagannath once gave him a bottle of perfume for the 
service of Shri Bihari ji. While sitting at the bank of Yamuna, Shri 
Swami ji emptied the bottle in the sand. That devotee was really hurt. 
Swami Maharaj came to know of this and requested the devotee to go 
and have the darshan of Shri Bihari ji. When Pt. Jagannath went to 
the temple he found the whole temple fragrant with that very perfume. 
He was stunned. Such was the extraordinary rasa steeped service of 
Swami ji. 

In music Swami ji was an undisputed leader. Famous singers 
Tansen and Baiju Bawara were his disciples. Not only this, even 
Emperor Akbar impressed with his singing presented himself in 
his service in disguise. When Akbar impressed by the personality 
of Swami ji requested several times to grant him an opportunity to 
serve, Swami ji Maharaj making him have the darshan of divine and 
transcendental Yamuna ghat asked Akbar, “One comer of the stairs of 
our ghat has broken, get that repaired.” 

Seeing that sight Emperor Akbar was stunned. Realising that all 
his wealth was trivial in comparison, he lowered his head in the feet 
of Swami ji Maharaj. 

Shri Prakashananda Yogi had attained many siddhis living in 
the Himalayas. The fame of Swami ji Maharaj was already spread 
everywhere. Yogi ji came to Vrindavan and saw him distributing the 
prasad to the peacocks. Yogi ji turned himself into a peacock and 
started having the prasad. Swami ji immediately recognised him and 
said, “Prakashananda it is your great fortune that you have reached 
Vrindavan. You have the grace of Shri Dham.” Yogi ji was stunned. 

The rasa filled depiction of the rasa keli of the Yugal in Swami 
ji’s padas is steeped in his experiences. 
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Shri Krishna is fond of nitya keli. Priyatam engaged in some 
rasa filled keli said to Priyaji jestingly, “O beloved! The way I see my 
form in your eyes, do you also see in the same way or not ?” Listening 
to this remark ‘Expert in sixty-four arts yet extremely naive’, Kishori 
replied filled with the profoundness of rasa, “O Priyatam! I tell you 
the truth. I close my eyes only so that your enchanting form does not 
slip out of my eyes.” 

It is mentioned in the Upanishads 1 that in order to enjoy the rasa, 
The Supreme Being manifests Himself in two forms and engaging 
in sports with Himself and in Himself, attains bliss. The Krishna 
worshipping Vaishnava sects accept that dual form of the Paratpara 
element (the Supreme spirit) as the base of bhakti or devotion in the 
form of Shri Radha- Krishna and have given it the name Nitya Nikunja 
Leela. This has also been called Nitya vihar. Accepting the very same 
Nitya vihar to be an integral part of his life Shri Swami ji Maharaj 
endorsed the same viewpoint. 

Shri Shri Radhavallabha ji and Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu 
Hita Harivansha ji Maharaj 

“Shri Radhavallabha darshan durlabha”, i.e. the darshan of 
Shri Radhavallabha is very difficult. This saying itself is enough to 
give the knowledge of the indulgent and pampered service of Shri 
Radhavallabha ji. The feeling and tenderness with which His service 
is conducted is worth seeing. 

Bent form, eyes rolling with intoxication, mischievous smile, 
unrestrained darshan of the beautiful form, everything abducts the 
mind forcibly. 

Shrimanmahaprabhu Hita-Harivansha ji was born in Bad 
village. Later his parents started living in Devavana. At the instruction 
of Shri Radha ji he left for Vrindavan. 

His father had already left his body. When he reached Charthawal 
village, Shree ji instructed him again that in the village one Brahmin 


1. Vrihadaranyakopanishad. 
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will give him two daughters and that he should marry them as per the 
rules and customs. That same Brahmin has idols of the Yugal and that 
he should go to Shri Vrindavan with those idols. With Shri Thakur ji 
and the two girls Harivansh ji Maharaj came to Vrindavan. 

Looking at a high place on the ha nk of Yamuna ji, near Madan 
Teira, he laid his grass mat. The Brajwasis helped Shri Harivansh ji 
who had come to live in Vrindavan in every way. They were very 
impressed with his divine personality. One person called Narawahan 
asked him to shoot an arrow. A vow was made that the land up to the 
point where the arrow shall land will be given away to Harivansh ji. It 
is said that the arrow landed near Cheer ghat of today. Shri Harivansh 
ji had the experience of Rasmandal there and revealed Rasmandal at 
that very site. 

When Shri Harivansh ji Maharaj was only six months old, 
the shlokas of Shri Radha Sudhanidhi appeared from his mouth 
continuously. It is said that Shri Narasinhashram ji was present there 
at that time, who wrote it down in the form of a scripture. 

Shri Shri Radha alone was his guru. This has been accepted by 
most of the scholars. 

On the thirteenth day of the bright fortnight of the month of 
Kartika (oct-nov), Shri Harivansh ji Maharaj celebrated the festival 
of the beginning of the service of Shri Radhavallabh ji and started the 
five aratis and seven offerings of food in service. Shri Radhavallabha 
ji initially used to be virajman in Madan Teira. Later He moved to 
Sewa Kunja. Afterwards when this temple was constructed by some 
devotee He became virajman here ever since. Along with Him on the 
throne, a seat has been installed representing the presence of Shree ji. 

Like Swami Shri Haridas ji He also remained engrossed in 
Nikunjopasana always. He is considered to be the incarnation of Shri 
Krishna’s flute as Shri Haridasji is the incarnation of Lalita ji. 

The rasa filled depiction of nikunja Leela that has been made by 
Shri Harivansh ji can only be experienced. The solitary and private 
rasa vihar, in that the extremely secret rahasi-keli, the rasa marks on 
the bodies of the two, loose crushed garlands, the rasa steeped state of 
the Yugal overpowered by the lofty waves of love, Oh! All these were 
seen by the eyes of Shri Harivansh ji- 

3PM TO *RTT % 
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It is only within the power of Shri Harivansh ji to make the 
synthesized rasa filled depiction of the union and the separation. 

At one place one saras (a type of crane which cannot bear 
the separation of its mate and starves itself to death) addressing a 
chatak (a kind of cuckoo which waits for a drop of water of the Swdti 
Nakhshatra to quench its thirst) said, “What do you know about the 
nature of love- your patience is blessed. In the absence of Priyatam, to 
remain alive still, how is this love?” The chatak replied, “Separation 
and union are the two integral parts of love. You have no knowledge 
of the bliss of separation. Therefore you are not able to experience 
fully.” 

Shri Harivansh ji Maharaj giving importance to both and 
praising the love of both has shown the synthesis. 

Shri Radha Ananda Vallabha 

The worshipped deity of Bhaktimati Anandi Bai, the idol of 
love and affection, Shri Radha Ananda Vallabha ji has been virajman 
in Braj for almost hundred years. This Thakur is nourished with the 
love of Shri Anandi Bai. It is said that for Anandi Bai He was totally 
manifest in person. Shri Kishori ji used to sit on one of her kn ees and 
Shri Shyam Sundar on the other knee. They would play with her, they 
would get stubborn with her and do other child Leelas. Manifesting 
everyday they used to do new Leelas and quarrel in love. 

Shri Anandi Bai's manner of offering the food and doing the 
service of the ascetics was divine and transcendental. 

Sewa Kunja 

This site planning and organizing the kelis of signals, of words, 
of eyes and of night is famous for Shayan keli (pastime of sleeping). 
Shri Yugal Sarkar rest here after the night of vihar. Who knows if sleep 
itself is also an excuse for the union of Braj Rasaraj and His beloveds? 

Someone said in a faint voice, “Sakhi! Shayan keli!” The parrot 
and mynah sitting on a dense vine nearby spoke, “Yes we know about 
shayan keli. What is this if not an excuse? Priya-Priyatam come over 
here, become intoxicated in various Ras-vilas and get absorbed in 
many rasa endeavours.” 
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Every night Priya-Priyatam come here. Engrossed in humour 
and banter, the tired Yugal take rest in the nearby nikunja. The sloth 
entered the bodies of the Yugal, the eyes became half closed. They 
started yawning in between. The sakhis saw the beauty of the faces 
adorned with drowsiness, they started singing- 

vrfcft I 
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Adorned with the beauty and splendor of youth, resplendent 
with the beauty of laziness, Priya ji getting the support of the shoulder 
of Priyatam started resting in the lap of the sleep. After some time 
Priyatam opened his eyes to see. Absent mindedly Priya ji also opened 
her eyes. Suddenly the eyes met with each other. Both smiled and 
started resting in the lap of the sleep again. 

Describing a similar rasaful state a sakhi said, “Massaging 
extremely tenderly the feet of the Yugal, Who are the condensed form 
of the nectar of love, Who are lull of bliss and intoxication and Who 
are asleep on the kunja bed, will I be overpowered by sleep, near the 
bed?” 1 

This kunja hut, this kunja bed is located in the dense kunja 
alleys of Shri Vrindavan. Sewa Kunja is full of such keli mysteries. 
The dense kunja of this site is very enchanting. 

S-S-fM Rp>TRR RR RTRt RRR ippp ^ II 

(feo TfO) 

The whole life of Shri Harivansh ji was spent in the ordinary 
and the extraordinary keli secrets of Shri Shri Radha-Krishna. The 
Sewa Kunja was also established by him. He installed Shri Radhika 
ji there. One picture of Yugal is virajman in this yoga peetha in which 
Shri Lai ji is massaging the feet of Shri Priyaji. It is difficult to say if 
the following verse of devotee Raskhan is relating the tale of this very 
same rasa filled picture- 

l. <u r si'i r 'ji*H3 iPr up: 
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Shri Radhavallabha ji remained virajman in Sewa Kunja for 
almost fifty years. After the construction of the temple they are 
virajman in it ever since. 

Nearby is the Calcutta Wala temple. 

Shri Rasika Vihari ji 

Shri Rasikadev ji Maharaj was a famous saint of Braj. He was 
related to Dungaipur in Rajasthan. Shri Rasika Vihari ji Maharaj was 
the served deity of his ancestors. 

Shri Rasika Vihari ji Maharaj gave darshan to Shri Rasikadev 
ji in a dream and said, “The adored deity of your ancestors, I am 
in Dungarpur. Send your disciples and bring me to Vrindavan and 
arrange for my service.” Shri Rasikadev ji sent two of his disciples, 
Shri Sudamadas ji and Shri Nagaridas ji to bring Shri Rasika Vihari ji 
to Shri Vrindavan. Similar order was also received in a dream by the 
king of Dungarpur. The king made proper arrangements for bringing 
Shri Rasika Vihari ji to Vrindavan. 

Shri Rasika Vihari ji came to Vrindavan with pomp and show. 
First He was virajman at Kalidaha for some time. Later after the 
construction of the temple He became virajman in the present Shri 
Rasika Vihari ji temple. 

The extraordinary acts and deeds of Shri Rasika Vihari are 
famous worldwide. He used to talk in person with Rasikadev ji. 

Once the shringari of Shri Rasika Vihari ji was making flower 
garlands for Him. It was afternoon. Shri Thakur assuming the form 
of a child said to that shringari, “Baba! Give me the gajara.” The 
shringari without looking up said, “Gajara is not ready yet.” The 
child said, “Why are you lying baba, you have made and kept the 
garlands aside.” All the doors were closed. Thinking about the request 
for gajara that was made in such an enchanting voice within the closed 
doors, the shringari got up to look for the child but he could not find 
him. Later he realised that the child was Shri Rasika Vihari ji himself. 

The period of the coming of Shri Rasika Vihari ji to Vrindavan 
is about samvat 1758. 

Shri Rasikadev ji 

Shri Rasikadev ji was the disciple of Shri Naraharidev ji 
Maharaj. He had devout faith in his guru. There was a special grace of 
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Priya-Priyatam on him. Therefore guruji was also very fond of him. 

Shri Keshavadas ji was his guru brother. He could not tolerate 
the deep affection that Shri Guru Maharaj had for Rasikadev ji. He used 
to regularly complain to him about Shri Rasikadev ji. To end this fight 
Shri Guru Maharaj ordered Shri Rasikadev ji to go out ofVrindavan. 
He wanted to show the service excellence of Shri Rasikadev ji. Shri 
Rasikadev ji came to Mathura. Even from there he kept serving Shri 
Guruji by collecting alms for him. Later when this news spread, Shri 
Guruji had this service stopped as well. 

Shri Chhanga Sunar was another guru brother of Shri Rasikadev 
ji. He used to bring the gati and the loincloth of guru ji at home to 
wash. Devoted to guru service Shri Rasikadev ji would feel content 
washing the clothes of Guru ji. 

One day Swami Naraharidev ji’s head was injured, Shri 
Rasikadev ji clasped his head at his place in Mathura. When people 
asked he replied, “Shri Gurudev has been injured on the head.” When 
it was enquired later, it turned out to be true. 

Shri Bihari ji Himself had told Shri Naraharidev ji once to 
accept Shri Rasikadev ji. 

Shri Rasikadev ji remained virajman on the seat of the guru 
from vikram samvat 1741 to 1758. He has the honour of being the 
guru of Shri Lalitkishoridev ji, the founder of Tatiya sthan. 

Kishore Vana 

Shri Hariram ji Vyas 

eM'Tl oTRT llfeT |* 

Shri Hariram ji Vyas was the resident of Orchha. King of Orchha 
Madhukar Shah was his follower. He completed his education in his 
childhood itself. He came to Kashi for a scriptural debate. There 
Lord Vishwanath gave him instructions in a dream. After that he came 
to Vrindavan. Shri Priyadas ji has narrated this incident as follows- 
3TFt c^lPl «|^l < =l r l 
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King of Orchha requested Shri Vyas ji to come back to Orchha 
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but the mind of Shri Vyas ji Maharaj had become attached to Vrindavan. 

He had deep faith in prasad. Once he was going for the darshan 
of Shri Govindadev ji. He came to know that the food offered at noon 
was already over. One sweeper was bringing the prasadi kadhi. He 
took the prasad from that itself. Without considering high and low, 
he used to have great reverence for prasad. A lot of debate took place 
regarding this matter but Shri Vyas ji said- 

STRlW ^ Tpt Wt ^RT I 
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He had high respect not only for Vrindavan but for everything 
belonging to Vrindavan like Brajwasis, trees-vines, ponds, birds- 
animals even the pigs and dogs of Vrindavan. Humbleness was 
filled in him to his core. He used to consider himself worthless and 
insignificant, smaller than the smallest. 

He revered all the acharyas and gave full respect to them. 
Once the king of Orchha sent his minister to bring him back but Shri 
Vyas ji refused to go. The minister went to Shri Hit-Harivansh ji and 
requested him to ask Shri Vyas ji to go with him. Shri Hit Harivansh 
ji agreed to tell him to go. When Shri Vyas ji came to know about 
it, he did not meet with Mahaprabhu Hit Harivansh ji for three days. 
When he was found, he was coming on a donkey after bathing in 
Shri Yamuna and with his face smeared black. When asked for the 
reason for this Shri Vyas ji said, “If I were worthy of living in Shri 
Dham, wouldn’t Guru Maharaj keep me right here.” It is said that 
Shri Harivansh ji became very happy and did not ask Shri Vyas ji to 
leave Vrindavan. 

The officers of the king became ready to take him forcibly 
once. Shri Vyas ji told those officers, “At least let me meet my family 
and relatives.” He got down from the palanquin and kept embracing 
each tree for hours and shedding floods of tears. By this the heart 
of the king melted and he fell at his feet asking for his forgiveness. 

The love and faith of Shri Vyas ji for Vrindavan, its trees and 
sites is very difficult and rare to find. 

He used to live in Kishore vana. Yugal Kishore Thakur was 
his adored deity. He had complete grace of His. Once he was doing 
the shringar of the Yugal. The turban was slipping again and again. 
Filling with the emotional efflux of love, with loving irritation he 
went outside. Shri Thakur ji was fully acquainted with his irritation. 
After sometime when he went inside the temple to do the shringar 
again, he found that Shri Thakur ji had worn that turban on His own. 
Such grace of Priya-Priyatam he had. 
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Once the dance of Priya-Priyatam was going on in Ras. Shri 
Vyas ji Maharaj was also present in divine form. The anklet of Priyaji 
broke. Shri Vyas ji breaking his sacred thread immediately tied the 
anklet properly. He had total grace of Priya-Priyatam. 

He divided his wealth into three parts. In the first was all his 
money, in the second part were Shri Yugal Kishore Thakur and in the 
third part were his bead necklace, sectarian mark for the forehead, 
sectarian imprint etc. He told his three sons to ask for any part they 
desired. Shri Kishoredas ji accepted the necklace, the sectarian mark 
and the sectarian imprint which made Shri Vyas ji very happy. He took 
Shri Kishoredas ji to Swami Haridas ji for initiation. 

Somewhere around samvat 1655 he came to Shri Vrindavan for 
good to serve his Priya-Priyatam. 

Imalitala 

When Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Chaitanya came to Braj he 
stayed at Akroor ghat. From there he used to come to Shri Vrindavan 
every day. 

He had rested under an imali (tamarind) tree and had sung the 
names of the Lord. Sreela Krishnadas kaviraj goswami has described 
his arrival in Braj in very touching words- 
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[tod 'M+jPI to tom nto I 
ton M+JPI to II 
tom to tor to mm nftto i 
nvi i 3n% to 3ito ii 

toupt tot) 

Next morning Shrimahaprabhu ji came to Shri Vrindavan. He 
took bath at Cheer ghat. He sat down under the Imali tree and rested. 
That Imali tree is an ancient tree from the time of Shri Krishna Leela. 
Shri Yamuna was flowing nearby. Cool breeze was blowing. After 
doing darshan of Shri Yamuna and Shri Vrindavan, Mahaprabhu ji 
started singing the names of the Lord sitting there. He had his meal at 
noon at Akroor ghat. 
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This site famous as Imalitala is suffused with that same feeling 
even today and this Imali tree from the times of Shri Krishna exists 
even today in the form of its descendant. 

Shringar Vata 

m WjTTWT: ftFTT# I 

^ WRTT II 1 

(4tR'€WI 10/30/33) 

The loving assurance to join the Ras that was given by Shri 
Krishna earlier to the gopis, the time for that had come. Looking at 
the suitable environment Shri Krishna took his flute out from his side. 

On hearing the sound of the flute the Braj maidens came running 
to the bank of Shri Yamuna. Priyatam Shyam Sundar welcomed them 
with rasa filled greetings. These Braj maidens, supreme forms of love 
in all the worlds became thrilled with their fortune. To nourish the 
love of these Braj maidens more and more and to honour and to caress 
their feelings Shyam Sundar along with His beloved Shri Radha came 
to this site. 

Here Priyatam picked various flowers. Picking fragrant flowers 
from all the sides, Shri Krishna would sometimes bend the flower 
branch with one hand and start plucking the flowers from the other 
hand. Priya ji also started plucking flowers with both Her hands 
from the same bent branch. Suddenly Priyatam left that branch. That 
fragrant flower was left in the hand of Priya ji. The rows of bees 

maddened by that fragrance.the entire garden became endearing 

with the blissful atmosphere of the Yugal. The animals and the birds 
that were sitting here and there or wandering became intoxicated 
drinking the rasa sweetness. 

Sitting on a nearby high rock Shyam Sundar started adorning 
(shringar) Priya ji with the flowers. He braided the hair and fixed 
flowers in it here and there and then started savouring that beautiful 
form. He fixed flowers with small leaves in Her ears. Fixing flowers 
in Her clothes and ornaments also, Priyatam became absorbed in rasa. 

This site nourished and soaked with those rasa drops became 
famous as Shringar Vata. 

1. Look! Here the supreme lover Brajvallabha has put the beloved down in order 
to pick the flowers and here the supreme Priyatam has picked the flowers for His 
beloved. Since He picked the flowers lifting Himself up on His tiptoes, here the earth 
seems pressed down with the front part of His feet, there are no marks of the heels. 
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Shriman Nityananda ji Maharaj 

Shri Shri Nityananda Prabhu and Shri Madhavendrapuri 
Maharaj had met here. Shri Nityananda ji considered Puri Maharaj 
as his guru. 

TO wfe II 

(«to JO) 

Shri Nityananda ji kept savouring the acts and deeds of Shri 
Bahama ji here. 

Jhadu Mandal 

The place of Shri Balaramdas Baba ji next to Shringar Vata 
is famous by the name of Jhadu Mandal. Baba was a great saint. 
Knowledge and emotion both qualities were present in him in equal 
measure. 

Once he was narrating Shrimad Bhagwat. Many emotional 
listeners were virajman. Suddenly Baba stopped the recitation and 
decided to leave his body by jumping in Shri Yamuna. When asked 
by everyone, Baba told them without any embarrassment about the 
arousal of lust in his mind. There was neither a blemish nor a fault in 
his character nor was there any possibility of lust in him. 

Probably this happened due to some harm caused by having 
unholy food. Considering this when it was inquired in the temple of 
Shri Govind dev ji, it was revealed that, that day the prasad had been 
arranged by a prostitute of Calcutta. 

One question that can come to the minds of intellectuals 
naturally is that why was there no effect on the others who had 
consumed the same prasad. The answer for this can be that the heart 
and the mind of Baba ji were extremely pure therefore even a reaction 
to the subtlest thought would occur in his mind. The minds of the 
other Vaishnavas could not catch such subtlety. 

A maiya lived nearby. She had Shri Gopal ji for service. She 
was very hard working. At any time during the night when she would 
awaken she would start grinding the wheat. This used to create 
obstruction in the prayer and meditation of Baba ji. Even the sleep of 
her Gopal ji would get disturbed. Gopal ji would request her not to 
grind at odd times. This would disturb the mind of Baba ji also. 

One day maiya got up in midnight and started preparations 
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for grinding. Her Gopal ji appeared and threw the upper part of the 
grinder far away and stood on the lower part. 

Maiya upon getting the darshan of Shri Gopal ji became blessed 
and content. 

The foot prints on the lower part of the grinder can be seen even 
today. Nearby is the samadhi of Shri Balaramdas Baba ji. 

Matawali Mira 

The love intoxicated songs of Shri Miraji, the princess of 
Mewar, has been guiding the paths of the sadhakas for long. Her pure 
habits and mode of life have become a source of inspiration. She had 
an unbreakable affinity to Shri Vrindavan. Mira the singer of the love 
of Shri Krishna left her home with the attachment for Vrindavan. 
Shri Krishna was her beloved, her everything. She had deep faith in 
Vrindavan and Braj. At one place she says- 

'*TT i TUFT 

Not only this, where the fragrance of Tulsi worship taking place 
in each and every house is pervasive, attracted by the pollen of which, 
the bee Shri Krishna lives in Vrindavan always. Attached to the 
exquisite beauty of that same Vrindavan, to get touched by its unique 
divine nature and to get blessed by getting besprinkled with the dust 
particles of the feet of Shri Krishna, Krishna crazy Meera came to 
Vrindavan. 

The padas of Mira ji are the expressions of her heart, her 
experiences. Whatever she sang intoxicated in the feelings of 
Shri Krishna that is available to us in the form of her padas. In the 
separation of Shri Krishna in her padas like ‘Daras Bina Dukhan Lagei 
Nain,’ ‘Main To Shyam Bina Na Jeeunri Maee’ she has expressed the 
feelings of her heart, in ‘Maee ri Mainnei Govind Leenhon MoaT, 
‘Meri Unaki Preeta Purani.’ ‘Mharo Janam-Maran Ro Sathi,’ she has 
given an introduction to her eternal and everlasting relation. 

She had unyielding and resolute love for Shri Krishna. Except 
Shri Krishna she did not see anyone in the form of a man. When 
she came to Vrindavan, one gaudiya Vaishnava by the name of Shri 
Jeeva Swami was living there engaged in prayers and worship. On 
hearing about him she went to meet him. Shri Jeevaji refused to meet 
her saying that he did not look at women. Expounding her devout 
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faith Mira ji said, “I had heard that Shri Krishna alone is the man 
in Vrindavan, besides Him who is this other man, the lessee of His 
residing here.” The messenger conveyed this to Shri Jeeva Swami. 
After listening to this Shri Jeeva Swami came running to Mira ji and 
fell at her feet asking to be forgiven. 

In the end Shri Mira ji went to Dwaraka and entered the idol 
of Shri Ranachhoda ji. When the priest entered the temple, only the 
end of her sari was outside, rest of her had already merged in the idol 
of Shri Ranachhoda ji. Such was the matchless faith of Shri Mira ji. 

The temple of Mira ji near Nidhivana is illuminating its bright 
glory even today. 

Cheer Ghat 

RTRT %TRT^Fr I 

TftfTRRRPT F II 

(sfrfK'HHMd 10/22/9) 

Shri Krishna is of the form of love. “Nitya Vardhamanam” i.e. 
‘always growing’ is the symptom of love. For the purpose of tasting 
rasa the Pranayi Rijhawar pleases his beloveds and devotees through 
various endeavours. Which heart of a maiden has not been attracted 
by His enchanting form? The whole Nature living and nonliving has 
become crazy after drinking His sweetness. 

The naive and innocent damsels saw this sweet form, His 
inclined sidelong glance, the beauty of the sweet smiles and blissful 
conversations filled with teasing and joking. Unknown to these 
damsels who were entering their adolescence, a blissful attraction 
started tugging at their heart. They accepted Shri Krishna as their 
beloved in their hearts. (He is of course the eternal beloved.) For 
attaining the beloved whatever penance and the mantra repetition was 
required they started doing that. 

They started observing Katyayani fast. Every day they would go 
to Yamuna ji to bathe. There they would worship Goddess Katyayani 
and recite the mantra- 

’T^Tt'T^rf T TfrT % RR: II 

This did not remain a secret to Shri Krishna Who is extremely 
eager to fulfill the desires of His intimate devotees easily and 
immediately. 
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To accept the service of those damsels and to give them joy and 
delight Shri Krishna came over to where those gopis were bathing. 
Shri Krishna climbed a Kadamba tree nearby with their clothes. 
Jokingly He started saying to the gopis. 

^ ^T^frTT: II 1 

(4tR'€WI 10/22/10) 

Seeing Lord Krishna joking like this they were all captivated. 
They had already accepted Him as their husband, in spite of that 
standing in the water up to their neck in embarrassment, they started 
requesting, “O beloved! You are the darling of Nanda ji. You are our 
very own. Please return our clothes. 

Which place is such where Shri Krishna is not? He is 
omnipresent. He has accessibility to every place. Thinking this way, 
bowing to the Sun god they all came out of the water and taking their 
clothes put them on. After getting the assurance from Shri Krishna 
regarding the fruitfulness of their fast and of union in Ras, those 
damsels went back to their homes happily. 

This site of Cheer haran i.e. the abduction of the clothes of 
gopis is famous as Cheer haran ghat or Cheer ghat. It is repeating its 
past story even today. 

Shri Shri Radha Damodar ji 

The installation of Shri Shri Radha Damodar ji was done by 
Shri Roop Goswamipad in samvat 1599. Because of the fear of the 
Yavans this Thakur ji was taken to Jaipur for safety reasons. Shri 
Thakur ji is virajman there till date. 

The prayer and meditation hut and samadhi of Shri Roop 
Goswami is here. To the right side of the temple, the samadhis of 
Jeeva Goswami and Shri Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami are there. 

Shri Gopal Krishna Himself had given a rock marked with His 
foot prints to Shri Sanatan ji at Chakaleishwar (Gowardhan). This 
shila is worth seeing even today. 

The darshan of the shila is possible for the general public on 
Shri Krishna Janmashtami day. 


1. O girls come here and take your respective clothes. I tell you the truth, I am 
not joking because you have become very frail and thin by keeping the fasts etc. 
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Ras Mandal 

flTTRT TRBTtWT t^T ^lM II 1 

wn 

The enchanting nights of autumn bathed in the moon light have 
their own beauty. The solitude, the silence, the wind blowing with the 
fragrance of flowers, moon light scattered in the dense nikunja, the 
resonance of the flute and the gopis that gather upon hearing that sweet 
sound, everything is full of rasa, beautiful and enchanting. Priyatam 
Shri Krishna with His beloved Kishori Shri Radha and crores of gopis 
at the enchanting hank of Yamuna ji looking at the suitable site for 
Ras in the dense nikunja formed a circle. Shri Krishna could be seen 
between every two gopis. Somewhere the divine atmosphere of pada 
singing became pervasive and somewhere in some nikunja the sound 
of dancing became resonant, at some place the conversations filled 
with laughter was outpouring and at some place Priyatam with His 
sakhis became absorbed and intoxicated in rasa rahasi keli. The rasa’s 
unrestrained keli started flowing there. 

.^ r .,f\ .'V.ffv . . ^ 

'HI’HHadjd'HI'H- 

TAHITI TmJTflWf 

flld'vM’kl cited fW W tef II 

10/33/8) 

These maidens absorbed in Ras rasa became lost in the 
unconsciousness of intense love. During the dance they would step 
the foot forward, at times put the feet down slowly, and at times look 
at the Priyatam with mischievous smiles. Priyatam would answer by 
welcoming them smilingly. The sound of bangles, swaying earrings, 
furtive eyebrow movements, loosening clothes and the borders of the 
saris, dancing feet and the beats of the restive hearts, Oh! The whole 
site became intoxicated with all this ambrosial atmosphere. Beholding 
that beauty even Kam and Rati were ashamed. Priyatam suffused all 
in divine rasa by His rasa filled endeavours. 

This rasa site famous as Ras mandal is conversant with all those keli 
secrets. This site was revealed by Shri Harivansh ji Maharaj. Shri Dhruvadas 
ji had merged in the leaves and the vines here along with his body. 


1.0 Ras site where Shri Krishna is virajman with hundred crores gopikas! O Ras 
goshthi site, giver of pure boons! Obeisance to you. 
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Shri Sewak ji (Damodardas ji) 

There is a village called Gada gram near Jabalpur. Shri 
Damodardas ji was bom here. Shri Chaturbhujdas ji was his friend. 
Both of them used to enjoy talking about the Lord’s Leela. 

A few Rasikas came to the village once. Chaturbhujdas ji and 
Damodardas ji hearing about Vrindavan and Priya-Priyatam from 
those rasikas, drowned in bliss. 

Due to some reasons both of them could not come to Vrindavan 
early. During that period Shri Hita- Harivansh ji Maharaj entered the 
nikunja and his elder son Shri Vanachandra ji became virajman on his 
seat. Shri Chaturbhujdas ji came to Vrindavan and took initiation from 
Shri Vanachandra ji but Shri Damodardas ji remained firm about his 
decision to take the initiation from Shri Hita-Harivansh ji. 

Shri Sewak ji Maharaj sat under a Pipal tree in the village and 
started remembering Shri Hita Harivansh ji. Suddenly Shri Vrindavan 
Dham appeared right there. He had the darshan of the Leela of Priya- 
Priyatam. Shri Shri Harivansh ji accepted Shri Sewak ji. He put his 
hand on the head of Sewak ji and gave him a mantra. 

When Shri Chaturbhuj ji returned to the village, he was stunned 
to see Shri Sewak ji. Shri Vanachandra ji called Sewak ji to Vrindavan. 
When he came, Shri Vanachandraji distributed all his wealth filled with 
joy. The collection of Sewak ji’s padas is accepted as the supplement 
to Shri Hita Chaturasi. 

Shri Sewak ji entered and merged in a Vata tree near the Ras 
mandal in Vrindavan. 

Shri Dhruvadas Ji 

Shri Vithaldas ji was the disciple of Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu 
Hita-Harivansh ji Maharaj. When Harivansh ji entered the nikunja he 
left his body in separation. Shri Dhruvadas ji was his great grandson. 
The traits of his great grandfather appeared in him in his early 
childhood. At the age of five, strong dispassion arose in him. As child 
Dhruva had had the darshan of the Lord at the age of five, seeing his 
resolute dispassion people started calling him Dhruvadas. 

He was initiated by Shri Gopinath ji the third son of Shri Hita- 
Harivansh ji Maharaj. 

Once near Ras mandal he became determined to receive the 
orders from Priya-Priyatam to sing their Leela. Priya-Priyatam 
appeared and signaled at him to sing the Leela songs. He had 
special grace of Priya-Priyatam. After getting the darshan of Yugal 
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he composed many padas which were collected under the name of 
‘Bayalees Leela’ and became easily available to all. 

Shri Dhruvadas ji was a solitude loving humble rasik saint. 
Close to the samadhi of Shri Harivansh ji near Ras mandal he entered 
a Tamal tree along with his body. 

Bhaktimati Usha Behen ji 

This site of rasa ras is famous for Maha Ras. Priya-Priyatam 
along with their bodily personifications, the crores of Braj maidens 
intoxicated in love and engaged in finding the bounds of the rasa ocean 
of extreme beauty, grace and sweetness have been getting absorbed 
while finding the depths and more depths of it. The spurt of those 
rasa drops taking a permanent form has been and is suffusing many 
such majestic personalities who becoming our ideal are guiding our 
paths even today. The names of Shri Dhruvadas ji, Shri Sewak ji, Shri 
Naravahanji are connected to this place but in the context of present 
times, one such great personality who connected herself to this place 
and getting intoxicated in continuous rasa vilas became of this place 
forever, she was the Braj Vibhav Ki Apoorva Shri Bhaktimati Usha 
Behen ji. 

The story is not very old. Many great saints in spite of 
understanding her exemplary character remained untouched by the 
depths of it because saints have their own personalities. They do not 
want to reveal themselves. Names of many such saints are written 
in the list of high category of saints who remain connected with 
that uninterrupted sweetness everyday and at the same time their 
external or outer lives remain engaged in noble activities, which is 
considered necessary also. But a few such great saints also appear 
in Braj bhoomi, who for the desire of their lives came in the refuge 
of Braj bhoomi and became absorbed in its every particle. Any other 
external worldly affair did not even cross their minds and nor did they 
concern themselves with it. Of course such saints are very few and can 
be counted on fingers. These great personalities worth remembering 
in the morning are endowed with the capability of cleansing and 
purifying the sadhakas with their spiritual environment. Amongst 
such rare saints the personality of Bhaktimati Usha behen ji had 
remained endowed with a special ideal, steeped in dedication for the 
service of Shri Thakur ji, soaked and steeped in a rasa sweetness, had 
established such an ideal of leading a dispassionate life that releases 
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one from rebirth. Above all diving in the great depths of the sweetness 
of that rasa, the experience of which radiated from her body suffusing 
many great persons with it. That recourse is available to them in the 
form of panacea. 

“The feeling of ‘Tatsukhei sukhitwain ’ in the worship of Braj 
establishes the ideal of taking one to that very pinnacle of love. Where 
ever and in whichever way the devotion, rasa and separation appears, 
all that becomes the pulsation and the penetration of Braj. These were 
not just the incidents in the life of Bhaktimati Usha behen ji but an 
inner upsurge of emotions which was continuously taking place in her. 
It was only unveiled during the series of incidents.” 

(Baba Shri Padji Maharaj) 

During the time of teaching itself, the incredible love and 
affection with which she nurtured her students, acquainted them with 
the rasa treasure of Shyama-Shyam and left them in the ocean of rasa, 
this was only within her power. Whosoever got connected with her 
in any way, rather came in her contact even a little, who received 
the touch of the breeze blowing at the strand of that lake of rasa- he 
drowned in the depths of rasa. Just by licking the dew thirst cannot 
be quenched and if it is quenched, then it will have to be called just 
a delusion. The rasa sweetness of love is the demand of the heart 
absorbed in the emotion or attitude of a sakhi. The fulfillment of this 
desire lies at the bottom of the beautiful waves of the ocean of rasa. 

Poojaneeya Behen ji was bom in Ambala on 30th July, 1925. 
While living there every moment of her life was connected with 
the rasa filled atmosphere of Vrindavan. While fulfilling all her 
responsibilities skillfully and perfectly, she remained connected with 
Priya-Priyatam, Braj and Vrindavan. Rather her life was steeped 
in them. Despite being ill she writes at one place herself, “I still 
remember that scene like real, Her smiling moon like face, hundreds 
of rays of love, compassion and intimacy exuding from the two big 
eyes. Yes! This body sick and weak was lying here but god knows due 
to which strong inspiration, with the divine body I reached under the 
Kadamba tree at the bank of Yamuna ji, Priya ji came and...” Such an 
unprecedented circumstance, such a divine experience - such capable 
and powerful character cannot be called ordinary. I want to shed light 
on such an extraordinary personality for those intellectuals who get 
confused and deluded by the supernatural incidents of the past in the 
tradition of the yugas. The heights of spirituality, effortless proximity 
to Priya-Priyatam, the eruption in rasa profoundness and the ideal of 
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vigilance in this world will have to be called an incredible union of 
morning and evening, of east and west. 

In the rasaful atmosphere of Vrindavan where the last half 
of her life was blissfully spent, in the service of Shri Thakur, in the 
secret sports of Priya-Priyatam, diving in the ocean of madhurya rasa 
and wandering in various sites of Braj. Today she has withdrawn 
herself from all of these, only continuous contemplation of Leela with 
deep absorption and an indifferent same feeling towards everything 
external became her nature. This ‘Shree’ of Braj Vibhav merged in the 
‘Shree’ of Shri Vrindavan. Alas! Such amazing ceremony of union, 
wish everybody had a chance to see. She became unmanifest from the 
physical body but the eternal Leela bliss with which she united, the 
state of that is indestructible and endless. Wherever Priya-Priyatam 
are engaged in either Prakat Leela or Nitya Leela, she is there with 
them experiencing it, she is pratyaksha or based on ones faith and 
dedication she is manifest. 

She had come to know beforehand of the time to end her worldly 
Leela. The drastic change in her behavior, the service of Thakur ji 
which she carried throughout her life, where there was no trace of 
disinterestedness, insistence to move to some other place before time 
are all indications of foreknowledge. And then staying alert and happy 
up to last breath, the movement of the eye balls from left to right two 
times are indicative of that foreknowledge which is getting more clear 
from one verse written by her during those days- 

ftRT-vTlfS% 3bIH WT, ^TFT v||^l | 

F3RT 3TRrT II 

On 20th February, 1992 she went back to Priya-Priyatam for 
good from where she had come. 

Nidhivana 

Nidhivana, dear to the two oceans of rasa the Yugal, is the 
witness to many Leelas of love. The secret keli of Priya-Priyatam 
at solitary sites expresses the story of love. The rasaful vilas of 
Priya-Priyatam where even the sakhis filled with absorption become 
unconscious, they drown in that very rasa again and again. This 
Nidhivana is permeated with those very rasaful tales of love. 

Everyday Priya-Priyatam come here. They get absorbed in rasa 
keli. Beholding such a rasa steeped state one sakhi addressing the 
other said, “O friend! Saw the rasa vilas of Priya- Priyatam, the blue 
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and bright radiance of the dark and pale luster, hundreds of waves 
of Cupid erupting in that radiance, the sweetness flowing from the 
half closed eyes, the helpless, restless exuberant waves of the rasaful 
heart, the reddish lips making a faint sound, Sakhi! I did not see just a 
stunned and still ocean of rasa, rather saw this Height of restlessness 
and agility i.e. Shri Krishna bound in the love of chapalas (lightning) 
i.e. the Braj maidens.” 

Priya-Priyatam remove their tiredness in this nikunja palace. 
They quench the thirst of their eyes by opening them in between and 
drinking each other’s beauty. Not only this sakhi! Knowing them to 
be tired, when the goddess of sleep becomes alert to give them rest 
in her lap then They both start resting on the soft beds. Priyatam is 
manogya talpashayi i.e. the One Who sleeps on beautiful sofa like bed. 
Who can say in which ways He quenches the restless rasa yearning of 
His beloveds stirred by the waves of emotion steeped in love? 

When the birds start chirping in the rasa filled morning, the 
peacocks inform of the arrival of the sun, when the alleys of the 
nikunja start resonating with the sweet sound of anklets and bracelets, 
then with a lazy helplessness Priya ji asks- 

ife MsiPd t ^nft ^ ’JTcT I 

3TTT t sftT *TFRt ^ Pd'h'Hd II 

This is the sweet subject of this place, engrossed in which this 
Yugal, bless these nikunja s with their rasa filled pursuits. 

Complete rasa flows in the keli of rasa vihar and engrossed and 
soaked in this rasa the crazy Yugal becoming overwhelmed become 
absorbed. 

d’l'ni+i^+i^ : II 1 

PUPA 1/53) 

Looking at the tired Sri Radha, with face adorned with tiredness 
and laziness after meeting with Shri Krishna, still and motionless in 
the lap of black coloured Tamal tree (i.e. Shri Krishna) it seems as if 
the lightning has become still in the newly formed cloud. 

W ^dHI-H dldM^i:, 
dd-d'KIll M^cT-FTTrPWJydlPl^, I 

l.The one who is stretching Herself by crossing the fingers of the two hands and 
raising both the arms and whose teeth are looking beautiful at the time of yawning, 
looking at such Shri Radha Priyatam is getting delighted. 











368 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


TF'TR’T'TT ’1 c M<3Snt 



(Tfto TniUrl 1/55) 

Not only this, the sakhi drowned in the ocean of keli of the 
Yugal, savouring their vilas madhuri, filled with absorption she forgot 
her home even. 

Looking at the yellow tinged beauty of Priya ji in the proximity 
of Shyam Sundar looking like a Tamal tree it seems as if a lightning 
has flashed in the newly formed clouds. Aha! The flow of the rasa of 
the beauty keeps suffusing all sakhis drinking which they are getting 
absorbed. 

fMTFRTqft WJ\: 1 

wr: 

cKlr=l4)«ll-'=K u l II 

(UTO flflrrRrt 1/71) 

This is the rasa filled keli conversation of Nidhivana where 
there is absorption and only absorption, where there is the acme of love. 

This is the place of appearance of Shri Shri Bankei Bihari ji. 
Swami Shri Haridas ji Maharaj used to come here every day. His 
samadhi is also here. Samadhi of Shri Jagannath ji is also here. 
Ranga-mahal and Lalita kund are here. 

Swami Shri Haridas ji Maharaj 

This topic has already been covered in the topic of Shri Bihari ji. 
Shri Shri Vithal Vipuldev ji and Shri Viharindev ji Maharaj also 
used to live here. 

Sri Vithal Vipuldev ji 

He was bom in Rajpur village situated near the route of 
circumambulation. He was dispassionate since childhood. 

He had deep dedication towards Swami Shri Haridas ji Maharaj. 
Swami ji had showered his grace on him by making him have the 
darshan of Priya-Priyatam in Shri Nidhivana. 

He had true love for Shri Haridas ji Maharaj. After Swami ji 
entered the nikunja Leela he was so distraught that he put a band over 
his eyes. Many Rasikacharyas arranged for Ras together. As planned 
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during Ras Priya ji came near him and holding his hand asked him to 
remove the band. As soon as he opened the band, he left his body and 
merged in Priyaji. Priyadas ji Maharaj has described this episode in 
the following words- 

t ftft 

# ft5Bt ftTft 3ftW ft# ftTT t I 
ftp ft# ft# ftTft ftft #7, 
ftr-i’R 1 fti# ftf r^K t ii 

His Samadhi is inNidhivana. 

Shri Viharindev ji 

He was bom with the auspicious blessing of Swami Haridas ji 
Maharaj. 

He was a staunch supporter of Nitya vihar. After Shri Vithal 
Vipul ji entered the nikunja he became virajman in his place. He used 
to do the service of Shri Bihari ji very endearingly. 

Once he was going to Shri Yamuna for a bath. The dantun (tree 
branch to clean the teeth) was in his mouth. He remained standing on 
the road for three days, singing the line below. 

HIM -ftFlftft ftfMT, #ftTJftT # I’ 

When Shri Sanatan ji heard about this from one of his disciples, 
he sent the prasad of Madanmohan ji to him saying that it was the 
prasad of Shri Bihari ji. Only then he gained some consciousness of 
the outer world. 

Shri Viharindev ji is considered the pillar of the Nikunjopasana 
of Swami Shri Haridas ji. Actually he alone was the proper knower of 
Nitya vihar. 

ftTftflPd faTHT I 

fesifkift f#T ft ft ft#! W II 

Absorbed in the nikunja Leela of Priya-Priyatam he left to be in 
their service for ever at the age of ninety-eight. 

Dan-Man And Kunjagali 

Shri Vrindavan Dham is the site of dense kunjas. These dense 
kunjas can be seen even today at Nidhivana and Sewakunja. From 
these solitary deserted alleys the sakhis go sometimes to sell milk and 
yogurt and sometimes to fetch water. 
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All these are probably only excuses. ‘Going through the kunja 
pathways and solitary alleys to meet the Priyatam, how and when 
Nandanandan arrives and blocks these Braj maidens, they never come 
to know. ’ He comes and makes various conversations and gets playful 
with them as He is the height of flirtatiousness and playfulness. 
Sometimes He talks about tasting the milk and yogurt and sometimes 
forcibly on the pretext of buttermilk He wants god knows what not. 
When these Braj maidens assume man at His teasing and bantering, 
then the rasik Rijhawar placates and mollifies them. Their man is 
also for the happiness of Shyam Sundar. ‘Jinaki Bina Mola Ki Cheiri 
Hai.’ i.e. whose servants they are for free, they are showing man to 
Him. But their man is not difficult. Therefore creating a new prelude 
to providing rasa in man, this naughty Priyatam becomes the cause of 
joy to these maidens. 

One sakhi explaining to the other said 

‘t rfHff W WFJt I 

UfcT HKU I 

fiyfi cff¥, +1KU TFlt I 

srfh m ssfa wr i 

wrt i 

Hlfc$ ■HM <o?4) II 

O sister! 1 have tried to make you understand so many times, 
that do not go from this way. On this way One beautiful presumptuous 
child loots the milk and yogurt forcibly. In the dense kunjas, by showing 
up at deserted areas, He blocks our way. The lustre of His body is 
enchanting. The eyes cannot tolerate even a moment’s obstruction of 
not being able to see Him. Beholding His beauty when even the pride 
of Cupid is destroyed then where do we, the weak maidens, stand any 
chance? 

Hiding the tales of Dan and Man Leelas of these dense nikunja 
in its womb, this site is famous by the name of Dan gali and Man gali. 
This is near Sewakunja. 

Samadhi of Shri Nagaridas ji 

The name of Shri Samantsingh (Nagaridas) son of King 
Rajsingh of Kishan garh, Rajasthan is known to all Vaishnavas. He 
had deep faith in Vrindavan. Experiencing the madhur Leelas of 
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Priya-Priyatam he described them in a matchless way. Even today the 
samadhi of Nagaridas ji in a deserted site covered with Tamal trees 
in Nagari kunja, is waving its flag and is attracting countless Rasikas. 

Who can say anything about the devotion of Shri Nagaridas ji? 
Relinquishing the state of Kishan Garh he started living permanently 
in Vrindavan. He himself was a great devotee but inspired by him, his 
mother, sister and the maid also came to live in Vrindavan and became 
famous as great devotees later. 

Nagaridas ji experienced the divine Leelas of Priya-Priyatam 
very deeply. In reality he had infinite grace of Priya-Priyatam and had 
become one of their intimate devotee. The scenes of his experiences 
are so alive and vivid that they can only be experienced. Describing a 
gopi full of rasa and beauty, he is saying- 

^miT-STipT ^ ^ I 
3KM *KM f^TT MHlPl, II 

fsRT t ’JvRFcT I 

iFTf^TT ^TT tflT II 

Pi<ti 'T 'Srnfr mmRmi, 'ftr n 

fr f^rfr i 

*TFT Hf^l ■'Wd •dMMMd TTT I 
'jfl «MkIm ^rf<p W 1 ! II 

*T *TT#T Slfc 3%, WET RT I 

MIMRaII ^F?T flRIlft M+6K II 

The beauty of the milkmaid coming with a pot on her head is 
beyond words. She is coming filled with exuberance and new love 
for Rasik Rijhawar. In her absoiption she did not even come to know 
when the border of her sari slipped away in the gust of the wind. 
Oh! That love filled helplessness of the heart. The beautiful form of 
Shyam Sundar entered her eyes and she kept repeating, ‘Hari Hari 
Kahu Leihu Ree Bisari Dadhi Ko Nam.’ i.e. in her absoiption she 
forgot the word ‘yogurt’ so started asking people to buy ‘Hari’. Filled 
with the tender emotion of intense and exclusive love she has become 
so intoxicated that whoever looks at her sweetness, he also gets drunk 
with the intoxication of beauty. Oh! The whole Nature became filled 
with intoxication. 
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He is saying in one place about the scene of a moming- 

31T^T 31FFT TRT Tt I 
#1 snr^r, #5R- tffH II 
Prq" ter TEP?t?r #, Mr M i 
ter hth # 3TgR^r M ii 

Looking at the beauty, the mind became addicted. It did not 
remain in its control and therefore the milkmaid said- 

arft sir %r ft 3^% PddM I 

Mr f^rcTRT # t TpcfT RT II 

At one place talking about attachment Nagaridas is saying 

tM tr Wk M % I 

3RrI ^RT t^t M ^FrT ^ »1% t^T II 

Therefore supreme devotee Nagaridas ji, glittering amongst the 
jewels of devotees of Shri Vrindavan is guiding the sadhakas even 
today. 

Kunja of Shree ji 

Because of this being the biggest temple in the name of Jagadguru 
Shri Nimbarkacharya ji Maharaj, it is called Shriji Ki Kunja or the 
temple of Shree ji. This was reconstructed and restored by Bhatiyani 
maharani, the mother of the king of Jaipur and by Ananda Kunwariji 
in 1926 AD. 

Here there is darshanof Shri Ananda Manohar Vrindavanchandra 
ji. People take the prasadi water of this place to faraway places and 
use it as a medicine for their sick children. 

Shahji’s Temple (Lalit Kunja) 

Shri Lalitkishori and Lalitmadhuri descendants of Shah 
Biharilal of Lucknow are well known to all Vaishnavas. They were 
very emotional. They had devout faith in Shri Vrindavan. 

After coming to Shri Vrindavan they never used footwear again. 
They always considered the dust of Shri Vrindavan as the greatest wealth. 

Shri Radharaman Thakur is virajman in this beautiful temple 
of marble. 

Their grandfather Shri Biharilal ji had gotten the temple of his 
venerated deity Shri Radharaman constructed. 
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Shri Lalitkishori ji 

Shah Kundanlal ji who later became known as Lalitkishori 
was a resident of Lucknow. He had acquired abundant knowledge 
of Urdu, Farasi in his childhood. When he came to Shri Vrindavan 
for the first time to see the temple built by his grandfather, he felt a 
strong yearning to live there permanently. Soon his parents died. After 
dividing the wealth quickly, he came to Shri Vrindavan. 

After coming here he lived with extreme dispassion. He gave 
up using footwear. He had staunch faith in Braj raja (dust particles). 

One group of robbers led by Thakur Heera singh came to 
Vrindavan in samvat 1915 during the revolt. They could not create 
any trouble in front of him. He made arrangements for shelter and 
food for them. When the British rulers came to know about this, he 
was charged with helping the revoltors against the rule. But because 
of the grace of Shri Krishna, the magistrate became impressed with 
his fearlessness. 

He has made vivid descriptions of Leela madhuri of Priya- 
Priyatam in his padas. 

On the second day of the bright fortnight of the month of 
Kartika of samvat 1930 he brought the sand of Shri Yamuna himself 
and made a platform and became virajman on that. The singing of the 
names of the Lord was going on one side. He merged his voice in it 
and repeating ‘Radhe-Shyam, Radhe- Shyam’ entered the Nitya Leela 
forever. 

Shri Lalit Madhuri ji 

Shah Fundanlal ji always followed his elder brother. 

He always used to take the words of the elder brother as final. 
Once when he had fever, he drank cold water. Lalitkishori ji told him 
that it was not good to have water in fever. He left drinking the water 
itself and only after the elder brother gave permission, did he have 
water after fourteen hours. 

His acts and deeds were also very extraordinary. He always 
had faith in the grace of Shri Krishna. The Ras troupe was once going 
for water sports in Shri Yamuna. On the way two bulls were fighting. 
Fearlessly he went near them and put his hand on their heads with 
affection. Both the bulls calmed down immediately. 

Like his brother, Shri Lalitmadhuri ji also entered Nitya Leela 
while singing the names of the Lord sitting on the platform made of 
the sand of Shri Yamuna. 


374 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


Shri Radharaman ji 

It is believed that Shri Radharaman ji appeared in samvat 1591. 
Most of the self manifest Thakur idols were taken to Rajasthan by 
the goswamis for their safety because of the fear of Yavans but Shri 
Radharaman ji remained in Vrindavan. The Lord accepting the service 
of His devotees has remained in their debt for ever. A very interesting 
incident regarding His appearance is famous. We are narrating it in 
brief below. 

Shri Shri Gopalbhatt ji Maharaj was doing the service of Shri 
Shaligram ji with all sincerity. A rich merchant came to Vrindavan 
once. He offered gold ornaments to many Thakur idols. Shri Gopal 
Bhatt ji felt a strong desire that, “If the feet, hand and other body 
parts of my Shaligram ji could be seen, then even I could bedeck Him 
with ornaments.” This is the glory of Shri Thakur ji. ‘Yei Yathamam 
Prapadyantei Tamstathaiva Bhajamyaham’ (whoever desirous of 
resorting to Me, in whatever manner they think of Me according to 
their inclinations, I favour them in the same manner as desired by 
them, I reveal Myself to them). This is what happened. Shri Shaligram 
ji showed his Leela. Next day when Shri Gopal Bhatt ji went for the 
daily service he had the darshan of the feet, hands and face of Shri 
Shaligram ji. In the back Shri Shaligram ji was just like before. There 
was no end to the joy of Shri Gopal Bhatt ji. He dressed his Thakur ji 
with clothes and ornaments. That very Shri Shaligram ji in the form of 
Shri Radharaman ji is virajman radiating His divine beauty. 

This temple was constructed in samvat 1645. Nearby is the 
samadhi of Shri Gopalbhatt ji. 

Shri Shri Gopalbhatt Goswami ji 

Shri Venkatbhatt ji a Brahmin from the southern India has the 
honour of being the father of Shri Gopal Bhatt ji. During his tour of 
south India when Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ji came here, at 
that time Gopal Bhatt ji was only eight or nine years old but he was 
greatly impressed by Mahaprabhuji. Mahaprabhu ji asked his father 
to educate Gopalbhatt. 

After sometime when the father passed away, Gopalbhatt ji 
came to Vrindavan. Shri Roop ji, Shri Sanatan ji were virajman in 
Shri Dham, Vrindavan. He studied scriptures related to devotion from 
Shri Sanatan ji. 

Mahaprabhuji sent a hand written letter, a rope to draw water, a 
loincloth and one meditation mat for Shri Gopalbhatt ji. 
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In samvat 1638 he entered the nitya Leela. His disciples Shri 
Gopinath ji and Shri Damodardas ji took over the service of Shri 
Radharaman ji. The present service is being done by the descendants 
of Shri Damodardas ji. 

Shri Shri Gopinath ji 

Shri Shri Gopinath ji is virajman near the temple of Shri 
Radharaman ji. Shri Shri Gopinath ji appeared for Shri Paramanand 
Bhattacharyaji. Later Shri Bhattacharya ji gave the responsibility of 
service to Shri Madhu pandit. 

When the wife of Shriman Nityananda Prabhu, Shri Shri Ma 
Janhavi came to Shri Vrindavan, she went for the darshan of Shri Shri 
Gopinath ji. While having darshan one thought arose in her mind that 
if the height of Shri Radha ji were slightly more then She would have 
looked more beautiful. In the dream that night Shri Gopinath ji told 
her, “Compared to my height the height of Priya ji is short, therefore 
arrange for a deity whose height is equal to mine.” Shri Radha also 
gave similar orders. It is said that Shri Ma Janhavi at the time of the 
Leela of her unmanifestation, revealed an idol herself and entered in 
it. She instructed her devotees to place this idol next to Shri Thakur 
ji. The priest and the other attendants did not agree initially but when 
Shri Gopinath ji himself gave them the indication to put the new deity 
on his left side and the older deity of Priya ji on the right, then the 
arrangements were made accordingly. 

Since then Shri Shri Gopinath ji is in the middle, Shri Shri Ma 
Janhavi on the left side with Goddess Vishweishwari next to her and 
on the right side are Shri Radha ji and Shri Lalita. They are spreading 
their beauty for Vaishnavas and the devotees till date. 

The old deities went away to Jaipur, in their place new deities 
are virajman here. 

Shri Shri Radhavinod ji and Shri Gokulanand Thakur 

It is believed that Shri Lokanath Goswami got Shri Shri 
Radhavinod Thakur from the Kishori kund in Umarao gram. Shri 
Lokanath ji started the service there itself. When Shri Roop ji, Shri 
Sanatan ji and Shri Raghunath Bhatt ji came to kn ow about this, they 
all requested him to bring the deity to Shri Vrindavan. 

Since then the deity of Shri Radhavinod Thakur is virajman in 
Shri Vrindavan at a new site near Shri Radharaman temple. 
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Fearful of the attacks of the Yavans, this Thakur ji was also 
taken to Jaipur and is virajman there up until today. 

The Thakur deity that was being served by Shri Yuta Vishwanath 
Chakrawarti pad in Radha kund, they are also virajman in this very 
temple. 

The Gowardhan shila given to Shri Raghunathdas Goswami by 
Shri Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is also here and worth seeing. 

Nearby are the samadhis of Shri Lokanath Swami, Shri 
Narottam Thakur and Shri Vishwanath Chakrawarti pad. 

Lala babu Temple 

Shri Lala babu was a great Vaishnava. Shri Thakur “Shri 
Krishna Chandra ji” served by him is virajman till date in the 
temple. During the ceremony of infusing life (the prdn pratishtha ) 
in the idol of Shri Thakur ji one very interesting and sweet incident 
occurred which is being given below. 

When the prdn pratistha of this Shri Thakur ji was being 
done, many great learned Brahmins and scholars were present. The 
ceremony of infusing life in the idol of Shri Thakur ji had been 
organised very attentively through the recitation of the mantras. 
When the ceremony was over, Shri Lala babu asked the Brahmins, 
“Has the prdn pratishtha been done?” The priests replied, “You 
check for yourself.” There was causeless grace of the Lord on Lala 
babu. He put his hand on the heart of Shri Thakur ji but he could not 
feel the pulse. 

Shri Lala babu requested all the Brahmins to perform the pran 
pratishtha again. The whole ceremony was performed again. After 
which when Lala babu kept his hand over the heart of Shri Thakur ji 
he could clearly feel the blood pressure. 

Once again taking a cotton swab near the nose and seeing it 
move, it was established that Shri Thakur has appeared. 

Two big trees in front of the jagamohan of Shri Thakur ji are 
worth seeing till date. Once it was decided to cut them. The son of 
Lala babu had a dream. Two ascetics told him, “We are engaged in 
penance in the form of trees. Please do not cut us. We will dry down 
ourselves in due course of time.” The very next day one telegram 
with the instructions to stop the cutting of the trees was received 
in Shri Vrindavan. Those two Maulashri trees are there till date in the 
courtyard of the temple. 

This temple was constructed in samvat 1867. 
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Shri Lalababu 

Shri Lalababu (Krishna das) was a great Vaishnava. He was 
bom in a respected family of Calcutta. He used to go for walks on 
the bank of Ganga every day. Once when he was walking he heard a 
boatman saying, “O brother! Dina gelo parei chala.” meaning that the 
day has passed, let’s go to the other side. He became very thoughtful. 
Contemplating, he came back to his house. On some other day when 
he was walking on the bank of Ganga, he heard a washer man telling 
his wife, ‘Dina gelo vasanaya agun dau’ meaning that the day is 
getting over, set fire to the vasana quickly. (Vasana is an alkaline used 
for washing, made by burning the banana tree etc, vasana also means 
desires) 

These words of the washer man overturned the life of Lalababu. 
He thought to himself that without burning the worldly desires nothing 
can be achieved. He returned and giving up all hesitations and doubts 
he went to Vrindavan. 

One day on getting instructions from Shri Krishna in a dream, 
he started living at Goverdhan. There when he was going for the 
circumambulation of Shri Giriraj ji, the priest requested him to accept 
the prasad of Shri Thakur ji that day. He agreed. That day because of 
heavy rains and storm the priest could not come with prasad on time. 
Later when the rain stopped, the priest went to the temple and was 
stunned to see the plate of the prasad gone. He collected the left over 
prasad and some fruit and went to Lalababu. When he reached there 
he was astounded to see the plate of the temple kept there already. 
Later it was concluded that Thakur ji had definitely come to serve the 
prasad to his devotee. 

While having the darshan of the Leela of the Yugal at the bank 
of Yamuna ji he entered the Nitya Leela. 

Shri Shri Bilwamangal ji Maharaj 

The father of Shri Bilwamangal ji, Shri Ramdas used to live 
at the bank of river Krishnavena in a village in south India. The mind 
of Shri Bilwamangal ji used to always search for beauty in the world. 

He became attracted to a prostitute called Chintamani. He was 
so infatuated with her that even on the day of shraddha of his father he 
went to her house. In the absence of a boat, using a corpse to cross the 
flooded river and a black snake in place of a rope he reached her place. 

When Chintamani condemned and deplored him strongly for 
his infatuation he felt extreme dispassion and left the house. 
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When he found that his infatuation for beauty is attracting him 
towards the world again, he blinded himself by pricking his eyes with 
thorns and became detached from the attractions of the external world. 
Now he was left all alone. 

Shri Krishna came to him as a child and asked, “Baba! Will 
you come to Vrindavan.” The heart of Shri Bilwamangal ji was 
filled with joy but he kn ew about his hindrance and helplessness. 
He told everything clearly to that child. Holding the stick, the child 
guided him. After some time the child said, “Baba! We have reached 
Vrindavan.” Now Shri Bilwamangal was not blind as his divine eyes 
had been opened because of the touch of Shri Krishna. He caught the 
hand of the child. Shri Krishna gave a jerk and got His hand released. 
Bilwamangal ji recognised that the child was no one else but the 
form of condensed bliss Shyam Sundar Himself Who has maddened 
Bilwamangal ji with His enticing beauty. Bilwamangal ji said 

vlfe fa-qfftr wnfa t 11 

Shri Krishna became tied with the cord of love. He made 
Bilwamangal ji His own forever and ever. 

The beauty of Shri Krishna became etched in the heart of Shri 
Bilwamangal ji. He became crazy beholding the auspicious face 
surrounded with dense curly hair. The playful flirtatious eyes of Shri 
Krishna wounded him and the smile made him crazy about Him. Shri 
Bilwamangal ji started floating on the waves of the radiant blue ocean 
of the beauty of exotic smile, of extreme beauty, grace and sweetness. 
That exquisite beauty aggregated and appeared right before him. He 
started singing- 

I ! I t ! 

t ! ft tRrofatefr ! 

I ! I W1 ! t ! 

IT, !T, II 

O Deva! O ocean of compassion and mercy! You are naughty 
which is ok, along with that you are also the giver of joy to the eyes. 
O Lord! When will you oblige me by giving me the darshan of your 
sweet beautiful form? 

This sweet form, Aha! Praying to the auspicious feet of the 
Lord wandering in the alleys of Braj making sweet sounds with the 
jeweled anklets, Shri Bilwamangal ji started saying. 
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Hr^diPH qfrq#r sot n 

That radiant blue beauty, quenching the thirst of the earth of 
Braj for love, offering His foot prints as gift is wandering in the alleys 
ofBraj everywhere. 

This ever adolescent Shyam Sundar is entering inside my heart 
with His faint smile, with sweet talks and god knows how else. How 
is this form of His? Is He Cupid himself or is He the moon, full of 
sweet lustre or has the sweetness aggregated and personified, He is 
the nectar itself to my mind and the eyes or is He the hair dresser of 
the Braj maidens, some Jeewan Sarvaswa of mine. 

RTT: ^ % 

TPT RtrRTTR || 

This form is appearing before my eyes. How is this form? 
Madhuram, madhuram, madhuram. Sweet, sweet, sweet. 

Bilwamangal ji Maharaj steeped in the longing of the darshan 
of Shyam Sundar Who is the height of the fortune of the Braj maidens, 
the height of madhurya, the height of fragrance, is saying 

*RTt RR: % faoiHn, 

cTcTRTcT: RJTq twi. I 

At every site may I get His darshan only that is all I plead for. 

The experiences of Shri Bilwamangal ji were not ordinary. He 
savoured many rasaful sights and glimpses of Shri Krishna that he 
depicted in shlokas which is available for all of us as ‘Shri Krishna 
Kamamrita. ’ 

The samadhi of Shri Bilwamangal ji under the Khirani tree in 
Gopinath bazar is making the declarations about the many pictures of 
Shri Krishna Leela. 

Brahma Kund 

One deep kund next to the Shri Rangamannara temple is famous 
by the name of Brahma Kund. Shri Krishna, His sakhas and Brahma 
ji are virajman here. 

The acts and deeds of Shri Krishna are infinite. The One Whose 
limits cannot be found even by Brahma and Mahesh, that Shri Krishna 
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wanders everywhere in the forest sites of Braj with the cowherd boys 
grazing the cows. With His friends He plays different games, when 
hungry eats with them. In chhak (lunch eating) Leela, the romp and 
revelry of jokes and laughter breaks out. 

Shri Krishna came here with His most intimate friends, 
Madhumangal, Shridama, Tosha and others. Brahma ji overpowered 
by illusion was feeling ashamed. It is said that Brahma ji appeared and 
sang hymns to Lord Shri Krishna and prayed to receive the rasa bliss 
enjoyed by the Brajwasis. Brahma ji said 

“Lord! In any forest of Braj bhoomi, specially in Gokul if I am 
bom in any class of births, that will be my greatest fortune because if I 
am bom here then the dust of the feet of one of your intimate devotee 
is bound to fall on me. Lord! The lives of Brajwasis are entirely your 
life alone. You are their everything. According to my faith getting the 
dust of their feet is the same as getting the dust of your feet. Even the 
Shrutis wish for the dust particles of Your feet up until today.” 1 

Connected with the name of Brahma ji this site is famous as 
Brahma Kund. 


Karmaiti Bai Ki Chhatari 

The daughter of Parashuram ji, the family priest of Khandela 
state within Jaipur, is famous as Karmaiti Bai. Her heart was steeped 
in the love of Shri Krishna because of the impressions of the past. She 
had no interest in marriage. Yet the family members considering her fit 
for marriage, married her. When people came to take her to the house 
of her in-laws, all family members became busy in preparations but 
the heart of Karmaiti started hankering for Vrindavan. All of a sudden 
a thought flashed in her mind and in the silence of the midnight she left 
for her destination. She had never gone out of her house before this. 
Though she was going alone, but the eternal friend of his devotees, 
Nandanandan was with her. How far along did she travel during the 
night, nobody knows. 

Morning came. Bhaktimati Karmaiti became apprehensive. At 
home everybody was distraught to find Karmaiti gone. They were 


1 . 

^ uicmsFt cm i 

q AflLid PtRsm hcM?- 

(sftWtTWT 7TO ^TO fbo 10/14/34) 
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aware of the love of Karmaiti for the Lord. Parashuram ji went to the 
king and told him the complete story. The king sent horse riders in all 
directions. 

Karmaiti was running when she heard the sound of the hooves 
of the horses. She became frightened and started looking for some 
place to hide. Nearby was a dead camel. The jackals and the vultures 
had eaten its flesh. The love intoxicated Karmaiti did not notice any 
foul smell coming from it. Absorbed in the colour of Shyam she hid 
inside the skin of that dead camel. By the grace of the Lord the foul 
smell felt like the fragrance of sandalwood instead. The horse riders 
did not even look that side. After completing their search they went 
back. Karmaiti coming out of the skin on the fourth day proceeded 
to Vrindavan. 

She arrived at Vrindavan via Haridwar. At that time only true 
dispassionate devotees used to live in Vrindavan. 

After reaching Vrindavan she started living at Brahma kund. 
Father Parashuram ji came to Vrindavan looking for her. He could not 
find Karmaiti. One day climbing a tree the father saw Karmaiti as an 
ascetic absorbed in meditation. He went there. After he called out to 
her for a long time she gained some outer consciousness. The father 
requested her to return but she did not agree instead she started asking 
her father to worship and meditate on Shri Krishna. 

When all this came to the knowledge of the king, he also came 
to have the darshan of Karmaiti. Looking at the love steeped condition 
of Karmaiti he requested her to allow him to get a hut built for her. 
True in the love of Shri Krishna Karmaiti had no need of any worldly 
comfort. It is said that the king built an umbrella at the place where 
she used to sit so that she could be sheltered from the rain and the sun. 

In one comer of the Brahma kund the mins of that chhatari 
(umbrella or canopy) is a burning example of the love of Karmaiti for 
Shri Krishna and her forbearance even today. 

Shri Shri Ranga ji 

Shri Niwasacharya ji used to live in Arahana nagar in south 
India. It is said that Shri Ramanujacharya ji himself came in the form 
of Rangadeishika to the house of Shrimati Ranga Laxmidevi, wife of 
Shri Niwasacharya ji. 

One seat of Shri sect was present near Shri Gowardhan since 
the sixteenth century. The first Acharya of that seat was saint Shri 
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Shathakopa. When Shri Rangadeishika ji came to Braj, he stayed with 
Shri Shri Niwasacharya ji who was virajman on the seat at that time. 
Shri Acharyashri made arrangements for his studies. 

One rich merchant Shri Radhakrishna of a jain family from 
Mathura wished to take the shelter of Shree sect. He was initiated as 
per the custom. When this news came to light, the family members 
objected initially but later they asked Swami ji to forgive them. His 
younger brother Shri Govindadas ji got himself initiated by Shri 
Radhakrishna ji. 

Shri Godamba has described three wishes in the Alawara 
scriptures. First wish is that Shri Brajendra Nandan marry her, which 
was fulfilled by Shri Ranganath ji. Second was to offer thousand 
pitchers of rice pudding to Shri Ranganath ji which was fulfilled by 
Shri Ramanujacharya ji. Her most important wish was to be virajman 
with Shri Rangamannara in Shri Vrindavan which was fulfilled by 
Shri Rangadeishika ji. 

Shri Rangadeishika Swami ji and Radhakrishna ji travelled to 
south for pilgrimage. Swamiji went to Shri Rangam and prayed to 
Shri Ranganath ji to fulfill the third wish of Shri Godamba ji. ft is 
said that he got an indication of receiving the permission. Then the 
arrangement for idol etc were finalised. The decision of bringing Shri 
Ranga ji to Vrindavan had already been made. With his father in law 
he went to Bhootapuri and completed the ceremony of infusing life 
in the idol. After making all arrangements and worshipping as per the 
customs he brought the idol of Shri Ranga ji to Vrindavan. First Shri 
Thakur ji became virajman in the Bhataroad Wali Bagichi. Later after 
the installation in Laxmi Narayana temple, He remained there. Later, 
after the construction of present temple by Laxmichandra jain He has 
been virajman there till date. 

The madhur worship of Shri Godamba in the famous Alawara 
saints of south is commendable. In south in Shrirangam Shri 
Ranganath ji used to wear the garland already worn by Shri Godamba. 
Her father used to look after the flower service of Shri Ranganath ji. 
Shri Godamba used to help her father in picking the flowers and in 
making the garlands. She would wear the garlands first to check if 
they would look nice on Shri Ranganath ji. Once when the flowers 
and garlands were offered, the priest found a long human hair in the 
garland. He was very angry. The father of Shri Godamba was called 
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and questioned. As he was also unaware, he asked his daughter about 
it. He reproached her and took over the task of flower collection 
and garland making from her. This made Shri Godamba extremely 
distraught. Next day when the garlands were offered to Shri Ranganath 
ji He did not accept them and said He liked those garlands which 
His dear Godamba offers by wearing them first. The Acharya and the 
servants were stunned. Later Shri Ranganath ji married her Himself. 
That very Shri Godamba ji along with Shri Ranganath ji is virajman 
in this temple. 

One night when Shri Rangadeishika Swami was sleeping in 
Vrindavan, then Shri Rangamannara giving darshan in the form of a 
young boy and a girl said, “Father! You did not arrange laddoos (kind 
of sweet) for us today.” Next morning when he inquired with the 
priest, really there were no laddoos with him. 

Shri Goda Rangamannara (Shrirangaji) spreading their 
Vaikuntha like grandeur even today are virajman in Shri Vrindavan. 

Shri Govindadev ji 

The name of Shri Roop Goswami Maharaj, the disciple of 
Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Chaitanya is famous everywhere. Shri 
Govindadev ji had appeared in person and accepted his service and 
devotion. 

One night Shri Govindadev ji said to Shri Roop Goswami in 
a dream, “I live in Goma Teela khirak (cow bam). One cow nurtures 
me by sprinkling me with her milk every day. Locate that place and 
take me out of there and arrange for my service.” Shri Roop ji got 
up early and he saw that a cow was offering her milk at a place on 
its own. After the cow left he took out the idol of Shri Govindadev ji 
from the ground. Doing the darshan of the deity full of beauty and 
sweetness Shri Roop ji felt very happy. King Mansingh of Jaipur got 
the temple constructed for Shri Govindadev ji and made arrangements 
for service. That temple by the name of Govind temple is an attraction 
for countless people even today. 

Shri Roop ji once became astounded and captivated by the 
beauty and sweetness of Shri Govindadev ji. He said- 

O friend! If you have even a little attachment to your family 
and home then do not have the darshan of Shri Govindadev ji near 
Keshighat Who is smiling a little, is beautifully bent at three places 
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with sweet sidelong glance and flute on the two lips and Who is 
radiating infinite beauty in all direction with His peacock feather, 
otherwise you will become detached from your home and family. 1 2 

The goswamis took Shri Govindadev ji to Jaipur because of the 
fear of the Yavans. Even today Shri Govindadev ji is attracting the 
hearts of millions of devotees with His enticing beautiful form. 

Shri Roop Goswami ji Maharaj 

He was the younger brother of Shri Sanatan ji. Knowledge and 
devotion were his ornaments. The credit of the appearance of Shri 
Govindadev ji goes to him. He composed many scriptures. At one 
place he compared the braid of Priyaji with a snake. Reading this 
simile Shri Sanatan ji felt very sorry. He returned with this matter 
on his mind. Sanatan ji in his contemplation once was going inside 
Nitya Vilas Kunja after doing the darshan of Shri Radha kund. On the 
branch of a mango tree he saw Priya ji swinging. Her waving braid 
was actually looking like a snake, seeing this Shri Sanatan ji felt very 
happy and satisfied. He started praising the special grace of Priya ji 
on Shri Roop ji. 

He did a great favour to all Vaishnavas by composing Scriptures 
like Ujjwala Neelamani and Bhakti Rasamrita Sindhu. 

Keshi Ghat 

^FTSRFET cpjpsnirflT 

fenfNrep ii 1 

10/37/8) 

Seeing all his efforts fail, the fear of Shri Krishna started making 
Kansa restless. Solitude used to prick him. He used to be obsessed 

1. wtf nftwrftfarTT «i^r=KT)uKj^ 

^h^WrU7f^Mdl4y=Wt I 

fitfWw eT/rl-iJhd: #ftr##nhT5 
nr Tfftrornrn nft ii 

(«fr r nfrrr mtnnftTnj 1/2/239) 

2. The hand of the inconceivable Shakti Lord Shri Krishna grew inside the mouth of 
Keishi to such an extent that his breathing stopped. Because of suffocation he started 
thrashing his feet. His body became soaked with sweat. The pupil of the eyes turned 
over. After some time his body becoming motionless fell down and he died. 
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only with the thought of killing Shri Krishna. But to cause any harm to 
the Lord of the entire universe, Almighty Shri Krishna was not within 
the power of Kansa. 

Kansa called his intimate friend Keshi and explained everything 
to him. Demon Keshi was already looking for an opportunity to help 
his friend Kansa. Who knows if his death itself was inspiring him? He 
assumed the form of an ordinary horse and entered Gokul. Digging the 
ground with his hooves he started walking. Due to his movement, the 
wind felt like a storm. His body was so big that it seemed as though 
the black clouds had gathered. 

Lord Krishna noticed that the Brajwasis were getting afraid by 
his neighing. The demon was looking only for Shri Krishna to fight. 
The Lord stood before him. Seeing this, the demon Keshi became 
angry and tried to attack but the Lord saved Himself. The One who 
is beyond senses and organs, that Lord Shri Krishna in a moment’s 
time grabbing his hind legs and rotating him threw him far away. He 
pounced at Shri Krishna again but the Lord inserted His hand in his 
mouth. As the breathing was obstructed, Keshi died immediately. 

This place of the killing of Keshi is famous as Keshi ghat. The 
Lord liberated Keshi demon by His touch. 

In Adi Varaha Puran shedding light on the significance of Keshi 
tirtha the Lord addressing the earth is saying- 


rdHlPdd: 

df'S-Md s hdlftudTH II 


(3TTO JTTO <TO) 


The place where Shri Krishna killed demon Keshi, it is hundred 
times more merit giving than Gangaji. O Vasundharei! It is the 
specialty of Keshi tirtha that doing pinda dan here gives the merit 
equal to that of doing pinda dan at Gaya ji. 


Dheera-Sameera Ghat 

Most of the people are aware of Shri Jaidev ji, the composer of 
Geet Govind. He lost his father Bhojdev and mother Vamadevi at a 
young age. He completed his studies in his childhood. He had special 
grace of the Lord. He was married to a virtuous girl named Padmavati. 
His father had to return some money to a person called Niranjan. With 
an ill intention to grab Jaidev ji’s house this person got his signature 
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on the papers. As soon as Niranjan got the signature by deceit, his 
daughter came to give him the news that his house had caught fire. 
Shree Jaidev ji went running and as soon as he entered Niranjan’s 
house the fire extinguished on its own. 

One day Jaidev ji was writing a poem. After writing half of the 
pada, he left to take a bath. The pada was 

Shri Krishna assuming the form of Jaidev ji came and wrote further- 

After writing the line He had prasad and laid down for rest. 
When Jaidev ji returned from Ganga ji after his bath he was stunned 
to see Padmavati having prasad. Later learning everything he became 
happy to know that Shri Krishna took part in this composition Himself 
but at the same time was extremely grieved that Shri Krishna had to 
take the trouble. 

Geet-Govind is steeped in the blissful and madhur pictures of 
Shri Krishna Leela. It is said that when Jaidev ji came to Vrindavan 
he became absorbed in the experiences of Shri Krishna Leela. The 
depiction of his experiences is available as Geet-Govind. At one place 
describing the Leela at Dheera- Sameera ghat he is saying - 





The enchanting ha nk of Shri Yamuna and the dense kunjas 
situated near it are the introducers of the madhur keli of Yugal. They 
come to these forest -nikunja everyday and get intoxicated. It is very 
difficult to describe these secret nikunjas. The seasons pervade as 
per the wish of the Yugal in these nikunjas. As per the requirement 
of the keli the pleasant weather appears, and accordingly the trees, 
vines and flowers appear making the beauty more and more blissful. 
All this happens at the indications of Vrindadevi. The Priya-Priyatam 
engrossed in rasa along with the Braj maidens become intoxicated in 
rasa-vihar, ranga vihar and ananga vihar. 

Even the breeze (sameera) became a little tired in the 
profoundness of such nibhrita (secret and private) nikunja keli. It 
became slow (dheera) and sluggish due to carrying the weight of the 
particles of the rasa keli steeped in rasa of Priyatam. Therefore this 
site became famous as Dheera-Sameera ghat. 
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RRTs^jfl': II 1 

(tRTT WT) 

The eternally awaited nights of Ras commenced. The maidens 
waiting for them wistfully started counting every second. The dilemma 
of the heart, the restlessness of the mind and the heart beats gave some 
assurance and hope. And the desired night of autumn began. 

The moon arose in the sky fully. Everywhere the cool moon 
light became dispersed. Suffusing the whole nature with their 
radiance, the rays of the moon bathed the ha nks of Yamuna. Accepting 
the hospitality of the Nature, the moon rays stopped short suddenly. It 
seemed as though a white sheet had been spread everywhere. In such 
an atmosphere, Priyatam came and became virajman under the Vanshi 
vata. Taking His eternal companion the flute out He blew the mantra 
of love in it. That mantra of love became resonant in the whole Nature. 
The whole Nature was as though startled. This mantra was some kind 
of spell. It was the reflection of the yeamful, hankering hearts of the 
crazy Braj maidens. Sweet sound was flowing from the flute- 

^ for fafiTR, 

■nTT cPFs? <TS I 

f^TtfcT 'H.qPa RTpT TTR TR StfWdg, 

RTRR 3tMM I 

wr trt sjfa ct^t, 

RRTT RTFT RFJ Rf'R'ft It 

This love song attracted the gopis forcibly. Kishori Shri Radha 
and the sakhis heard that enchanting sound. On hearing it they became 
emotionally helpless and powerless- 

RTRiR T-rT ^RRf^Tclt RRT 
r m RRRfr *R*rt*r i^tt; ii 

10/29/4) 


1. O site marked with the foot prints of ten years old Shri Krishna! Obeisance 
to you. O Vanshivata pervasive with the sound of the flute! Obeisance to you. 
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They forgot the household tasks and duties. They ran. Who had 
the memory to do shringar. They could not say anything to anybody. 
This passion enhancing song, the sound that tinkled the heart, the 
sound of the flute created eager restlessness for love, created a desire 
of the union with beloved. This sound clawing at the heart, making it 
restive and impatient, swaying and convulsing it started making them 
helpless and powerless. 

They were not even aware of where they were going. Wearing 
long skirts of yellow, green, red, saffron and pink colours, they 
were running. The borders of their saris were waving. The earrings 
in the ears were swaying. The tinkling anklets were indicating their 
impatience for love. They felt blessed to find their Jeewan Sarvaswa 
before them. 

These maidens looked at the beauty of Braj. Varieties of flowers 
were blooming there. The threefold breeze fragrant with the sweet 
moist smell of Juhi, Chameli, Ketaki, Kunda, Mandar and other flowers 
was blowing. The whole atmosphere was intoxicating. This bank of 
Yamuna started resonating with the tinkling sound of their anklets. 
The beautiful waves of Shri Yamuna gave an indication of their desire 
to touch Priyatam by swelling themselves. Oh! That night bathed in 
moon light, Priyatam Shyam Sundar with maidens intoxicated with 
love, everything was beautiful and blissful. Beholding this splendour 
of beauty, even the Cupid became bewildered and crazy and just stood 
there. Priyatam spoke- 

I’ifrfTTiTPPtcT 10/29/21) 

You have already seen the beauty of the forest. You have also 
seen the beauty of Shri Vrindavan filled with the fragrance of flowers 
of different colours, bathed by the rays of full moon and adorned by the 
trees that are being swayed by the blowing wind carrying the touch of 
Yamuna water. Therefore now go back to your respective homes. But 
after drinking the exquisite beauty of Shri Krishna, His beautiful lotus like 
face surrounded with silky smooth hair, the beauty of His sweet radiant 
cheeks, these damsels attached to the sweet smiles unable to follow even 
Shri Krishna’s preaching on righteousness, could not go back. 

Surrounded by Braj damsels who are the forms of love, Shri 
Krishna was looking resplendent as the Moon. He kept providing 
pleasure to the Braj damsels through different rasa endeavours. 
This vihar- vilas of Shri Krishna with the gopis was divine and 
transcendental. Oh how was that resplendence- 
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ah^iawm <ir*idiyid^n: i 

TORT f^r?r^ t^PTnff °9' c Kl s 'H u 'S9 r l. TOTF II 

(sfFRTOTOR 10/29/44) 
The romp and revelry of Ras rasa broke out at the enchanting 
banks of Shri Yamuna. Those great ones who saw, felt defeated trying 
to describe it. Bhaktimati Usha Behen ji gave her contribution in it- 

titt ttt » tofr, 

d<i^l 9991 % 'jft’H ^ I 
TOTT # =KT ^ ^T, 

RfeFT ffe# FfvR ^ II TTTT TTT... I 
3T RTT TOTf 
TJtfr FT f^TRT M*R I 
TFT TR 3FF| SFJTOT 
'fFT TOT TFRT foiFT t II .. 

chlf^dl lift TFT TTtftTTT 
TOftpft TOT ft, 

TOTOTO ftFTTT WT ft I ?ft TFT I 

TFT TOT TOJTFT 1RTOT, 

'JJTt WT WFT ft I 
HR RR ftTOTT ft^R 
TOT =5rFTT TOTO? HTR ft II TFT TOT ... I 
(TOT ftTOT ^T TO ?fr 'srfrTTRfl TOR TOR ftl TOR ft TTTBTT) 
Looking at the beautiful bank of Shri Yamuna those damsels 

TOUT: 'jftFTTOftTOT TOtftlftrffftT dl^+f I 
^ traMT^Fk HFJTO II 

(?frTO r -MMMr| 10/29/45) 

After that Shri Krishna and the gopis came to the ha nk of Shri 
Yamuna. That bank was becoming cool with the touch of the waves 
of Shri Yamuna ji. It was being served by the gentle breeze carrying 
the sweet fragrance of Kumidini. It was lit by the cool and white 
moonlight. At such an enchanting ha nk the Lord started sporting with 
His own forms the gopis. 
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This site collecting all the endeavours of Ras rasa, the arts of 
keli and the rasa drops that were scattered in those nights desired by 
these maidens who attained divine and transcendental bliss, is getting 
blessed even today. 

Vanshivata Bihari Thakur is virajman here. The pictures of 
the Acharyas of all the four sects are etched here. Under this Vata 
(banyan) tree the Vanshi (flute) was played therefore this site came to 
be known as Vanshi vata. 

Shri Gopeshwar Mahadev 

rRTTS^ I 

II 

ffapSf TTY# ’jfvT# TSfTTT I 

TT# =^1^ * II 

2/26/31-32) 

Lord Shiva was absorbed in the meditation of Shri Krishna 
at Kailash. The night of Maha Ras had arrived. Shankar ji came to 
Vrindavan with a wish to have darshan of the Ras Leela of his ishta 
Shri Krishna, Mistress Shri Radha, their bodily manifestation the Braj 
maidens. Extremely beautiful Kishories of Goloka who were guarding 
the gates of Ras mandal stopped Shri Shankar (the foremost amongst 
the Vaishnavas) from entering, saying, “In this solitary and private 
Ras mandal Shri Krishna alone is the man.” They said that if his desire 
to do the darshan of Shri Krishna is intense then he should bathe in 
Mansarovar due to which he will attain the form of a gopi quickly and 
then he will become entitled to enter the Ras mandal. 

So it happened. After bathing in Mansarovar, Pashupatinath the 
Adi Guru Shri Shankar ji came to Ras mandal. He felt blessed after 
getting the darshan of Priyatam Shyam Sundar, His beloved Shri Radha 
and their own forms these Braj maidens virajman in the Ras mandal 
bathed in the cool rays of crores of moons, divinely intoxicated with the 
threefold breeze that was fragrant with the blooming vines and trees. 

Shri Shankar ji sang hymns and prayed that he gets to live 
forever near the feet of Shri Krishna in Vrindavan. Lord Shri Krishna 
agreed. 

Since then Lord Shiva lives in the nikunja at the ha nk of Shri 
Yamuna near Vanshi vata. He is virajman in this form as one of the 
four main rasik Mahadevs of Braj. 
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Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya ji Ki Baithak 

There is a baithak of Shri Shrimanmahaprabhu Vallabhacharya 
ji. Here he gave the divine darshan of Braj. Once when a Vaishnava 
refused to take prasad without taking a bath first, Mahaprabhuji 
explained to him the significance of the prasad and told him to partake 
it without considering purity and impurity. He also explained to him 
the significance of Vrindavan. 

Gyan Gudari 

This site of the discussion of knowledge of the gopis with 
Uddhavji is famous as Gyan Gudari. 

Shri Jagannath Prasad ji Bhaktamali 

Shri Shri Bhaktamali ji was bom in Chachora village within 
Guna district of Madhyapradesh on the tenth day of the dark fortnight 
of the month of Magh (jan-feb) in samvat 1955. He completed his 
studies there itself and started teaching. He came to Shri Vrindavan 
and after having the darshan of Baba Ramkrishnadas ji felt gratified 
and blessed. On Baba’s inspiration he got himself initiated by the 
mahanta of Tatiya sthan Shri Bhagawandas ji. 

There is a delightful story behind his being called the 
‘Bhaktamali’. The story heard from his mouth directly is being given 
below- 

A great ascetic sister once very affectionately and respectfully 
requested him, “Baba! Please tell us one of your personal intimate 
experience. I have heard that Shri Lakshaman ji, Ram ji and Sita ji 
have given you darshan. Please tell us about that incident.” 

In his innocent language, after being requested a lot, Shri 
Bhaktamali ji said in small and incomplete sentences, “Once in a 
dream Shri Ram ji, Sita ji and Lakshaman ji were sitting in one place. 
Shri Ram ji was lying with his head in the lap of Shri Lakshaman ji. 
Hearing the footsteps from somewhere far, raising his head Shri Ram 
asked Lakshaman ji, “Who is it?” Shri Lakshaman ji replied, “That 
same naive and innocent, our Bhaktamali.” This happened when he 
was half asleep. Shri Jagannath Prasad ji used to go to Shri Hari Baba 
sometimes for recitation. He thought to himself that if some saint 
addressed him as Bhaktamali that day, only then will he consider the 
dream true. In the morning he received the invitation of Shri Haribaba 
to recite Bhaktamal. When he arrived there for the recitation then Shri 
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Hari Baba addressed him as Bhaktamali for the very first time. Since 
then he became known as Bhaktamali in the Vaishnava world. 

The innocence of Shri Bhaktamali ji had to be seen. He was 
so naive that his conduct remained pure and popular. A few ascetics 
once came to him. He requested them to take prasad. He himself 
was going somewhere to do the recitation. Requesting the ascetics 
to go to his house he went away for the recitation and to arrange 
other materials. The ascetics proceeded towards his house. When he 
was returning to his house from the market with the materials, on 
the way he met the ascetics again. He asked, “Where are you going 
Maharaj? You must go only after having the prasad.” The nature of 
the wife of Shri Bhaktamaliji was harsh. When the ascetics went to 
the house and spoke about having prasad, maiya said in anger, “Pandit 
to gaya chulhei mein, turn jao bhad mein.” meaning that panditji i.e. 
Bhaktamaliji has gone to the cooking stove and you can go to the 
oven. The sadhus told him the same thing and started moving. Panditji 
said, “Maharaj! She has said the truth. Since the time I invited you I 
kept thinking about taking this and that for making prasad. Maharaj 
she knows everything. Please do not get upset and come with me.” 

He never used to loose his temper. Placating them anyhow he 
brought the ascetics home. Prasad was prepared. The food was offered 
to the Lord and the ascetics sat down for taking prasad. When Panditji 
went to the well to fetch water, his wife came to the ascetics and said, 
“Jo Yahan Baitha kar Khai, ‘Gai’ Khai.” Meaning the one who sits 
here and eats, eats gai (gai means cow and to sing). Now the ascetics 
lost their patience completely. They stood up to go. Panditji also came 
back just then. He was stunned to see this scene. On hearing everything 
from the ascetics, Pandit ji said, “Brothers! She is very intelligent. 
What she has said is befitting of a Vaishnava. Before having the prasad 
there should be chanting and the singing of the names of the Lord. She 
meant when you have prasad here, have only after singing. So please 
have prasad after some singing.” On hearing all this, his wife melted 
and her nature changed. 

Shri Bhaktamali ji was very popular as well. All the Vaishnava 
sects used to respect him. Priya-Priyatam were manifest to him. He 
was a saint of a high order. The scene of his death, his extraordinary 
character is shining in the Vaishnava world as a constellation. 

No such incident has been sighted even in the scriptures and 
Puranas where the bath water of the dead body was drunk by the 
people. The bath water of the body of Shri Bhaktamali ji and the 
clothes worn by the body were taken by many devotees as prasadi 
with reverence. What more can be a better example of his popularity? 
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After attaining the Lord he got admission in the service of 
Priya-Priyatam on the fifth day of the bright fortnight of the month of 
Bhadra (aug-sep) of samvat 2041 for good. 

Jagannath Ghat 

This is a two hundred year old story. On the ha nk of Shri 
Yamuna in Shri Vrindavan there used to live a Ramanandi saint by the 
name of Shri Haridas ji. 

He used to call the name of his Ishta dev humbly day and night 
with a desire to have the darshan of the Lord. Suddenly one day seeing 
a shyam coloured delicate child with curly hair, sweet smiles, jewel 
adorned divine crown, glittering earrings, he felt delighted. That 
bluish dark child requested Shri Haridas ji to go to Jagannathpuri and 
get the idol of Lord Shri Jagannath from there. Shri Haridas ji went to 
Puri. He narrated the whole incident to the priests. He told the story 
to the king also. The king did not like the idea of breaking the ancient 
tradition but this was already ordained by the god. Shri Jagannath ji 
clearly told the king in the dream about his wish to go to Vrindavan. 
The king started asking for forgiveness from Shri Haridas ji. 

After the religious ablutions, Shri Jagannath ji, Shri Baldau 
ji and Shri Subhadra ji were seated and with full arrangements Shri 
Haridas ji was sent off to Vrindavan. Those idols virajman in Puri 
came to Vrindavan and are virajman till date in the Jagannath Temple. 

Many incredible and astounding acts and deeds of His are famous. 

This is a story about twenty five years old. One maiya was 
offering tulsi to Shri Jagannath ji. Shri Jagannath ji appeared. His 
face became brilliant. Experiencing His breath, she fainted. After a 
long time she became conscious. 

Once in the temple, one stick was found. It was very shiny. It 
looked divine. They started worshipping it. From the day the stick 
was located, the opulence of Shri Jagannath ji started growing. One 
day mata ji worshipped the stick at the ha nk of Yamuna ji in sixteen 
ways. After the worship the stick started walking and vanished in Shri 
Yamuna. 

Many other similar miraculous incidents about Shri Jagannath 
are famous. 

Tatia Sthan 

Which Vaishnava is unaware of the conduct of Shri Rasikadev ji, 
who was devoutly dedicated to guru. His disciple Shri Lalitkishoridev 
ji started the service in Tatia sthan. 
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Shri Gangaram born in Mathur caste at the ha nk of river Chamila 
in Bhadawar Pradesh was overwhelmed and entranced when he heard 
the discourse of Swami Haridas ji in Jagannathpuri. Upon arriving in 
Vrindavan he kept looking for someone who could talk about the same 
rasa. His curiosity kept increasing. At last he became the disciple of 
Shri Rasikadev ji and became known by the name of Shri Lalitkishori 
dev ji. Gurudev gave spiritual instructions on Braj rasa but his internal 
demand was for something else. He prayed, “Gurudev! Because of 
your grace I received the grace of Braj rasa effortlessly. Please give 
me all that which was sung by Swami ji Maharaj with abandon.” It is 
said that Shri Lalitkishori dev ji started weeping embracing the leaves 
and vines of Nidhi vana. When Shri Rasikadev ji came to know about 
this he called his disciple and explained the complete secrets of his 
worship and said- 

3ii-qi<vji fcpr^t wpjfr, TFfr !p?r i 

Tiftr f^rspr tpt# wr 11 

After getting the form of worship, mantra, earthen pot and 
a bundle of tattered rags from Swami ji Maharaj, at first he kept 
wandering in Vrindavan. Later he came to the bank of Shri Yamuna 
and started living there. The servants and the disciples made that 
place safer by putting up a bamboo framework (Tat). 

Once someone went and complained to King Jaisingh that 
Shri Rasikadev ji is not particular about his thoughts and actions and 
does not observe a fast on Ekadashi. To inquire the King sent his 
messenger. There was a celebration on that day. One Brahmin came 
and offered a pot full of sweets. After some time another Brajwasi 
came and offered a dry chapati. Swami ji distributed the sweets and 
happily had the chapati himself. 

Shri Goswami Chandalal ji shedding light on the life of Shri 
Lalitkishori dev ji in one of his poems has made a beautiful depiction 
of the nikunja rasopasana of Shri Lalitkishori dev ji. That verse is 
being given below- 

TTfRl'fi ^ stfeTSTRI, 

sfrfrT srfcf 3ftn% f 1 i 

^rr# ^ # strt 

sftfaufcr ^ 11 

*T 35% <3 fa 3EJ^T 

fNrr ^ 3#r t i 










395 


SHRI VRINDAVAN - Chapter Seven 


*fr ^ fcr»% itt tfa 
T?T #t WI% t II 

mbRTUMI) 

Shri Lalitkishori dev ji remained engrossed in his unique 
lifestyle steeped in the beauty of Priya-Priyatam day and night. 

The deity Shri Mohini Bihari Thakur attracting thousands of 
emotional devotees with His bewitching form is also a self manifest 
Thakur. It is said that this Thakur deity appeared during digging in 
Deega and is virajman here by its own wish. 

At this site the deities Shri Rasik Vihari ji, Dau ji, Pranvallabha 
ji, Dampati Kishore ji, Shri Thakur are virajman. 

The enchanting Nature, silent and secluded site, resonant 
with the chirping of the birds and calls of peacocks, spreading its 
blissfulness is attracting everybody. 

Raman Reti 

These Braj maidens intoxicated in vihar and vilas with Lord 
Shri Krishna became a little proud of their good fortune. Even the 
pride of these damsels, the embodiments of ‘Tatsukhei Sukhitwam 
was only to give happiness to the Priyatam. Therefore- 

?rrcrr dc4?l*HiP<t' pm R i 

WRR' TOR II 1 

(«ftrre/HHI=(cl 10/29/48) 

These milkmaids are always the bought servants of Shri Krishna. 
They sulk and assume pride only to give happiness to Him. To bear 
the separation of Priyatam Shri Krishna became difficult for these 
Braj maidens. Asking His whereabouts from the trees and the vines 
and enjoying His Leela, they started looking for Him. Shri Krishna 
did not tolerate the pride of love of His beloved Shri Shri Radha even 
and leaving Her became unmanifest. 

All cowherd damsels engrossed in the past memories and 
thoughts of Shyam Sundar became restless and impatient. Priyatam 
also could not bear their restlessness for long. 

dWIPir^KP-^HR: *PA|PM I 

(sftWTFnm 10/32/2) 


1. Shri Krishna disappeared from the middle of those damsels to destroy their pride and 
vanity of love that surfaced in them suddenly and also to give them more joy and bliss. 
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At that moment Shri Shyam Sundar appeared from the middle 
of those Braj maidens. Wearing garland and pitambar He was smiling. 
That beauty of His was capable of churning the heart of the Kamdev 
even. Seeing Him these Braj maidens became elated and immediately 
came to Him. The nature of love is strange. Someone quenched her 
eternal thirst by touching His arm, another took His pitambar in her 
hand and became lost in some blissful memory, someone expressed 
her restlessness of love a little by taking His lotus like hand in her 
hand and someone started drinking His exquisite beauty without 
blinking her eyes and became absorbed in bliss. These love crazy 
damsels spread their shawls and Shyam Sundar became virajman on 
them and started giving joy to the damsels. 

By having the dust particles of Whose feet, all the desires of the 
devotees become fulfilled, by merging the mind alone with Whom, the 
bondages of the actions of the yogis are broken, That Krishna only... 

SfiJWFf M5IMI RFJ5 I 

rUfsfr: f?nr «iwr 11 

10/33/37) 

No doubts should be had about this that in order to grace the 
living beings, the Lord manifests in a human body and does Leelas 
accordingly so that on hearing those Leelas the human beings become 
attracted and devoted towards Him. Deluded by Yogamaya no one 
except these gopis could comprehend this secret. In the morning these 
damsels, realising the wish of the Lord, left for their respective homes, 

faffed N 

N4I r«ldi SI < ^ I 

srfrfr W WlfrT 3TR 

tfft: II 

10/33/40) 

Just by listening with faith and devotion about the highest rasa 
filled efforts of love and this secret keli of Priya-Priyatam and their very 
own forms these damsels, all the sins die and the ailments of the heart are 
destroyed easily. This purest Kam causes detachment from the world. 

This site of Ras- Raman became famous by the name of Raman Reti. 
Dawanal Kund 

Shri Krishna came to the banks of Shri Yamuna to graze the 
cows. The cows entered deep into the dense forest while grazing. The 
cowherds went far into Munjatavi looking for the cows. Looking at 
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the forest fire all around, the frightened sakhas started praying to Shri 
Krishna to protect them and their cows. 

Shri Krishna asked all of them to close their eyes and then drank 
the forest fire. This place where the forest fire was drunk became 
famous as Dawanal (forest conflagration) kund. It is possible that 
Munjatavi extended up to the Dawanal kund. Even today this kund is 
singing the songs of the possible, impossible and otherwise possible 
acts and deeds of Shri Krishna for saving His own devotees and for 
drinking the fire. 

It is also believed that Kanhaiya along with His sakhas and the 
cows started returning to Braj. On the way they saw a lake. Kanhaiya 
said to His sakhas, “Brothers, look at this lake at the ha nk of Shri 
Yamuna surrounded by dense trees. Its water is clean and pure. Let 
us first bathe here and then proceed to Braj.” The temperature of the 
body of Shri Krishna had also risen due to drinking of fire. Therefore 
He bathed in that lake with His sakhas. This place of bathing after the 
drinking of the forest fire became famous by the name of Dawanal kund. 

Topi Wali Kunja 

Shri Mukunda ji was the last of the twelve main disciples of 
Shri Harivyas Devacharya ji. He was staunchly dedicated to Shri 
Harivyas dev ji since his childhood. 

The seventh mahanta of this seat was Shri Ramdas ji. He used 
to wear a cap or topi because of which this site became popular as 
Topi kunja. 

There has been a great saint from here by the name of Shri 
Madhavdas ji. He used to recite Bhaktamal. Many great souls including 
Shri Jagannath Prasad Bhaktamali had studied Bhaktamal from him. 

There is an old Ras mandal here where Ras is organised by all 
Ras troupes turn by turn every day. 

Madhav Vilas 

This temple was constructed by Shri Madhav Singh ji, the 
king of Jaipur on the instruction of his guru in samvat 1981. This is 
a place of Nimbarka sect. There are three darshans here. They are of 
Thakurshri Nritya Gopal, Shri Radha Gopal and the Acharya Panchak. 
This place is unique in itself. 

On the grand building there is an excellent sample of 
craftsmanship. 
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Shri Shri Pad Baba Maharaj 

It will not be an exaggeration to call the revered Baba the patron 
and nurturer of the culture and the geography of Vrindavan in the current 
times. Except Pujya Baba no one else had the capacity to take the 
responsibility of these two burning subjects. Pujya Baba was capable of 
showing direction to the sadhakas wandering here and there in search of 
exalted states of spirituality. If he could not quench the spiritual thirst of 
any sadhaka then who could? There has been the contributions of many 
great saints in bringing the nikunja worship and Nitya vihar in the fore 
front of spirituality but his contribution while completely respecting 
the beliefs of the Rasikatrayee (the three Rasikas: Swami Haridasji, 
Mahaprabhu Harivansha ji and Hariram Vyasji Maharaj) in informing 
the Indians and outsiders about this subject and impressing them is 
equally great. The work done by Baba, which is a unique confluence of 
action and devotion and polished with knowledge, will have to be kept 
engraved on our hearts for ages and ages. 

The questions regarding his past life, the place he was related to, 
where his parents lived, place of his guru are based on wild guesses. 
But one thing is commonly accepted that he was certainly related to 
the royal family of Panna. In my very long acquaintance with him I 
don’t remember him talking about his previous ashram. He was a true 
sanyasi who never turned back after taking sanyas. A rare saint bound 
within the conventions of the scriptures he was like gold purified in 
fire. This was always evident from his personality. 

He had accepted Brajeishwari Shri Radharani as his guru. What 
can I say about his deep penetration and absorption in the madhurya 
worship and Leela? While respecting all the sects- 

^JpTT t, ^ 3ir£ I 

'UM #£ Ffar# 'jfT% II 

Shri Haridas ji Maharaj is believed to be the incarnation of 
Shri Lalita ji. Despite Baba’s acceptance of a synthesized view of the 
sensibilities of the Acharyas of Nitya Vihar (Swami Shri Haridas ji, 
Mahaprabhu Harivansh and Hariram Vyas ji), he did not allow the 
stream of his emotion to be bound by these limitations. Seeing the 
generous and magnanimous views of Bhaktimati Usha Behen ji he 
had said, “Many of my thoughts and beliefs are same as that of Behen 
ji.” About her renunciation and detachment he used to say, “Despite 
achieving any level of wealth and opulence, the worldly people are 
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naturally inclined and attracted to the renunciate, and this is how one 
should live in Braj.” At one place he says, “The lineage or the tradition 
of any sage that received great honour and respect in life, commenced 
with renunciation and concluded into completeness.” 

Following the path of knowledge he constantly dived into 
meditation yoga and Leela contemplation. The action also became 
established in him with that same completeness. Fie dedicated himself to 
the protection of the culture of Braj, its environment, the illegal digging 
of the ancient sites with a feeling of serving the Lord. What do I say 
looking at him absorbed in Leela contemplation with the continuous 
flow of rasa of devotion from his eyes. Engrossed in hearing about 
such incidents again and again from him and seeing him in the state of 
samadhi many time with these physical eyes of mine, what do I write. 
Where ever he was, he seemed complete. He was such a tall personality 
that after saying a lot about him still that much more remains to be told. 

He remained dedicated to the culture of India and Braj. It was 
his wish to promote and propagate this culture in the world. For the 
upliftment and development of this he was inspired toward the project 
of Shashwata Bharati Vishwa Vidyalaya. His attention went to the 
necessity of protecting the beloved cows of Nandanandan. And the 
thought of the protection of the culture of this place arose in him. 

Now every pore of his body remained ready to enter the Nitya 
Leela. He told many times about leaving the body but the heart did not 
want to separate from his people. Therefore it was difficult to believe 
his indifference towards medicines, for which he told one sister, “Now 
it is time to go. What is the point in nourishing this body now?” 

Always active towards giving a form to his intentions and 
resolves, revered Baba broke his attachments to these also at the time 
of ending his worldly Leela and on 31 st December 1996 bowing to 
Lord Sun, he disappeared from these physical eyes. 

Chhaliya Thakur (Shri Shri Anandamayi Ma) 

The followers of Anandamayi Ma decided to buy the land on 
which nowadays Shri Ramakrishna Sewashram hospital is situated. 
They took Ma to show that land. Ma said, “Brother! This is not the 
land that I saw in the dream. In that land there was a temple in front 
of a particular tree.” 

The plot in front of this land where nowadays Ma’s ashram is 
situated had already been bought by Sri Ramakrishna Sewashram. 
However they did not find the plot suitable for their proposed hospital. 
They requested Ma that if she didn’t have any objection, they could 
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take the plot selected by her followers and she could have the one 
bought by them. The plot that Ma had seen in her dream was the one 
bought by the Sewashram. The tree and the temple were there. So the 
land plots were exchanged. 

A grand temple was constructed. The question of the installation 
of the idols came up. They asked Ma. She told them about installing a 
Shri Krishna deity in a particular posture as seen by her in the dream. 
In her mind one line started flashing on its own- 

‘USfvPTT, 41 AT’ (O trickster do not trick me) 

One day the queen mother Vijayaraje Sindhiya came to her. 
During the conversation she told Ma, “I had gotten a grand temple 
built in Gwalior. I asked for a beautiful idol of Shri Krishna for 
installation. But the idol that arrived is not in tribhangi posture instead 
with one leg ahead of the other it looks as if it is ready to walk. What 
should be done?” 

Ma replied immediately, “Send Him to me.” Seeing the idol Ma said 
that the Thakur had given her darshan in this very posture in the dream. 

By chhal i.e. by tricking the queen mother this Thakur deity 
started residing here and thus became popular as Chhaliya Thakur. 

Ma was already singing, ‘Chhaliya, Chhaliyo Na.’ 

Shri Shri Radhavinod Thakur- (Taras Wala Temple) 

The story of the appearance of Shri Shri Radhavinod Thakur is 
very sweet and delightful. We are giving it below- 

Shri Banchharam ji was the officer of Taras state. He was very 
devoted. Every day he used to bathe in the river. One day when he was 
bathing in river Kartoya, he clearly heard, ‘Take me out of the water 
and take me home.’ But nothing was seen. Next day the same thing 
happened. The third day he felt something touching him in the water. 
When he picked it up, it was an idol which later became famous as 
Vinod Thakur. 

From there Shri Thakur ji came to the house of Shri Vanamalirai 
ji by His own will. There He bewitched the only daughter of Rai Sahib 
with His sweet smile. Her name was Radha. Vinod Thakurji would 
manifest and perform Leela with her in person. One day holding 
the border of her sari He asked her to marry Him. Meanwhile Radha 
became ill. Thakur Vinod ji said to her mother in a dream, “Radha will 
not survive. There is a dry Deodar tree in your garden. From the wood 
of that tree, get an idol made and marry her with me.” As soon as the 
idol became ready, Radha left her body. Here on one hand Radha was 
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cremated and on the other hand that idol was installed with Shri Thakur 
ji. Vinod Bihari Thakur now became Shri Radha Vinod Bihari Thakur. 

This is an incident of 1892 AD. Shri Thakur ji asked the priest 
while he was half asleep to get hookah. When Shri Vanamalirai ji 
came for darshan, the priest told him everything. He arranged for the 
hookah but one doubt still remained. 

One day when Shri Jagadbandhu ji came there he made Vanmali 
ji hear the gad- gad sound of the hookah. Vanamali ji clearly heard the 
sound and his faith in Shri Vinod Thakur became even more steadfast. 

After a few days Shri Vanamali ji came to Braj with the same 
Shri Thakur Deity. He would live at Shri Radha-kund for some time 
and in Vrindavan for some time. 

Child Devotee Omprakash 

He was born in Tonka village near Jaipur in 1926 AD. He was 
highly devoted to the Lord since his childhood. He passed his high 
school examination. His feeling for Vrindavan started becoming more 
and more intense. At last he came to Vrindavan. 

With love for Shri Krishna, dispassion and detachment from the 
rest of the world, he started chanting the name day and night. 

One day with a firm resolution to have darshan of Shri 
Krishna he started a fast. Such circumstances prevailed that his fast 
kept continuing. Despite being told not to continue by many saints 
including Shri Hari Baba, he remained resolute. 

Omprakash ji considered Shri Narayana Swami as his guru. He 
was going to come to give him milk to drink. Omprakash ji had also 
agreed that if Swami ji will order him to drink he will certainly take it. 

Today was the 69th day of the fast of Omprakash ji. Hearing that 
Shri Narayan Swami will give milk to Omprakash ji many devotees 
of Vrindavan assembled at the bank of Yamuna for his darshan where 
he was virajman. 

By the time everybody could assemble, the worldly Leela of 
Omprakash ji had come to an end. Certainly after getting the darshan 
of Shri Krishna, he had become overwhelmed. The premi devotees 
could not appreciate his stubbornness. In Braj Bhav, the transaction 
or the trade is that of love, in which you have to give and only give. 

Kathiya Baba Ashram 

The place of Shri Kathiya Baba is on the Gurukul road in front 
of the Munger wala temple. Many great saints have been from here. 
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Katyayani Peetha 

This site is near the garden of Shri Ranga ji. The darshan of 
goddess Shri Katyayani is here. 

Recently attracting many devotees with his miracles, Siddha 
Ganesh ji is virajman in a grand form by his own will here. 

In Vrindavan the following sites are also worth visiting. 

Shri Roopmanohar ji, Vardhaman kunja, Barasaniyan kunja, 
Faujdar kunja, Jeewaram kunja, Mahottara wali kunja, Kanpur wali 
Kunja, Khaka chauka, Tikari ghat, Madanmohan kunja, Temple of 
Shri Haridev ji, Brahmachari temple, Radha Bag, Temple of Shri 
Sadhu Ma, Radha niwas, Munger temple, Atal vana, Keiwar vana, 
Udiya baba ashram, Shri Haribaba ashram, Shri Jugal Bihari temple, 
Jugal ghat, Temple of Shri Yashodananda ji, Bhramar ghat, Vihar 
ghat, Govind ghat etc. 

Alaukik Nam Temple 

Near Katyayani peetha at the back of Char Sampradaya there is 
Alaukik Nam Temple. The specialty of this place is that on the bodies 
of Shri Thakur deities the names are etched. Continuous nonstop 
singing of the names is the beauty of this temple. It is said that the 
founder of this temple mahanta Shri Rameshwarananda ji got an 
inspiration to establish this temple. 

The consecration of the idol in this temple was done by Baba 
Shripad. Due to the kind of service done by the first priest and the 
love and affection showered by him on Shri Thakur, a remarkability 
has come in the Idols. Priest Tulasidas was an udia saint. He was very 
loving and caring to all. This nature of his was god gifted because of 
which he was very popular. As such people are needed by god also, 
last year at a young age he left this world leaving his memories in the 
minds of many. 

Madan Mohan ji 

Shri Gadadhar Bhatt ji was the disciple of Shri Raghunath Bhatt 
Goswamipad. He started the service of Shri Madan Mohan ji here. 
Shri Gowardhan Bhatt ji was a great scholar from his tradition. 

The service of Thakur ji and Vasanta and Holi celebrations are 
worth seeing. 
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New Sites Worth Seeing 

Gambheera ( Bhramar Ghat), Vaijayanti ( Gyan Gudari), 
Godavihar, Sudama Kuti, Gore Dau ji, Shri Krishna- Bahama temple, 
Nrityagopal temple, Pagal baba temple, Char Sampradaya Ashram, 
Chaitanya Kuti, Chhattisgarh Kunja. 

Till now you were reading about the Leela sites of Vrindavan, 
now let us enjoy the sites that are nearby. 

Manta Gaon 

HHT ‘W’ I 
Hldl^lrl WT II 

(40 JO) 

The earthen pot that is used for filling water and for churning 
the curd is called Manta. Even today Manta pots are used in big 
quantities in Braj. In ancient times very big sized Manta pots were 
used for milk and yogurt. It is believed that they used to be made here. 
Since then this village is kn own for its Manta. 

This is about two miles from Bhandeera vana in the south and 
about five miles from Vrindavan. 

Many great saints have been from Manta gram. The life of 
Bairu baba was full of miracles. For the safety of the villagers he 
used to appear unexpectedly. 

Shri Sneihiram ji is famous for his rasiyas (padas of holi). He 
used to have prasad only after having darshan of Shri Bihari ji. His 
mental service was siddha. It is said that once his sister in law was 
bringing food. Fearing that his brother will have the food before it was 
offered to the Ford, he offered the food mentally. His elder brother 
became angry and started cursing him. He ran with a stick to beat Shri 
Sneihi ji. The food that Shri Sneihiram ji was offering spread in the 
field. Even the pot on the head of his sister in law was found empty. 
Shri Sneihiram ji was a devotee of a very high order. 

Bilwavana 

err: i 

O Bilwavana, giver of the accomplishment of austerities! 
Obeisance to you. 
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Afflicted by constant trouble and turmoil in Gokul Nanda Baba, 
Upananda ji and other cowherds came to Shri Vrindavan and started 
living here. Shri Krishna and Bahama used to go for grazing from here 
with their sakhas. In the dense shade of these very trees Kanhaiya used 
to rest with his sakhas and the cows. They used to eat the fruits of these 
trees. The group of the sakhas used to remain absorbed in amusements. 
This site of the dense forests of Bilwa became famous as Bilwa vana. 

The Penance Site of Shri Laxmi ji 

There is a temple of Shri Laxmi ji here. It is believed that Shri 
Laxmi ji felt a strong desire to see the Ras Leela of Lord Shri Krishna. 
She left for Braj. The darshan of Ras Leela is possible only by the grace 
of the Braj maidens, the embodiments of devout love. Therefore Shri 
Laxmi ji could not get entry into the Ras. Only after a lot of pleading 
was she allowed to stay in Braj. Shri Laxmi ji in order to get blessed by 
doing penance is living in Braj even today. 

'RRPJRRtSRT ft" 

d«lll^!l ^3 RRnfftPFR: I 

RiSI^WT 

eblRI^ Rf=R fcjcffldl II 1 

(sfrR^NHMd) 

This forest is in the north western quarter of Shri Vrindavan 
across Shri Yamuna. 

There is a baithak of Gosain Shri Vithalnath ji. 

Krishna Kund 

t ^ RTIR I 
Rrft % TTR RFtRffl II 

(40 JO) 

Nearby is Krishna Kund. As per its name and quality, it is the 
granter of the devotion at the feet of Beloved Shri Krishna to the 
devotees bathing here. 

It is about one mile from Bilwa vana. 

1. The Naga wives singing hymns of praise to Lord Shri Krishna said - 

Lord! We are unable to understand because of which penance Kaliya nag has 
become worthy of receiving the dust of your feet. Your charan raja is so rare 
and difficult to achieve that even your wife Shri Laxmi ji had to do penance for 
many days following rules and regulations renouncing all material enjoyments. 
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Man Sarowar 

wfe % rft siM i 

TOT ^jTR, STFJRwPT 

cMH 3nfR Rf sRt «PtT «hR4l I 
*PT?T #■ cR RR #T <R f^PTR, 

cR RR % M^R R% il<«n II 

(feo ^ 83) 

Fond of perpetual rasa keli, Shri Krishna and His beloved Shri 
Radha along with their own forms, the Braj maidens constantly remain 
engaged in planning ever new rasa events. All the preliminaries that 
increase the rasa manifest according to the time. Whereas on one hand 
being united with the beloved is always joyful, on the other hand the 
man (proud sulking) is also an integral part of love for the enhancement 
of the rasa. Tough man is not liked by these Braj beauties, the purpose 
of their man is only to give joy and delight to the Priyatam. 

This site marked with the rasa steeped memories is relating the 
tales of its rasaful endeavours even today. 

Near the sarowar are the baithaks of Shrimanmahaprabhu 
Vallabhacharya ji and Gosain Shri Vithalnath ji. 

Shri Flita-Harivansha ji also had special attachment to this site. 
In fact this spot became renowned only because of his grace. 

It is about two miles away across Shri Yamuna. This has been 
the site of prayer and penance of Shri Harivansh ji. Nowadays the 
chanting of the names of Shri Radha and the Ras mandal are worth 
seeing. In the memory of the arrival of Shri Hita Prabhu to Vrindavan, 
a festival is celebrated on the eleventh day of the dark fortnight of the 
month of Falgun (feb-mar) ever year. 

Pani Gaon 

This is situated two miles to the south of Man Sarowar. The 
hermitage of sage Durwasa is here. At the time of Prakat Leela of 
Shri Krishna, gopis had served food to sage Shri Durwasa and had 
prayed to him for deepening and intensifying their love at the feet of 
Shri Krishna. When the gopis made the preparations for the food, at 
that time Shri Yamuna was full with water. It became very difficult 
to cross Shri Yamuna. Gopis asked Shri Krishna for a way out. Shri 
Krishna said, “Meditating on your ishta you tell Shri Yamuna that 
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if Shri Krishna is an Akhanda Brahmachari (perfect observer of 
celibacy) then give us a safe passage.” When gopis reached at the 
bank of Shri Yamuna they repeated the same thing and Shri Yamuna 
parted her water and the gopis went across. On the other side they 
made many delicacies and offered them to sage Durwasa. The sage 
accepted those delicious items with joy. ‘May you have profound and 
deep love at the feet of Shri Krishna. ’ After getting such blessing from 
sage Durwasa and propitiating him they came back to the ha nk of Shri 
Yamuna to return. Yamuna ji was swelling with high waves. They 
prayed to sage Durwasa to tell them the way to cross. Shri Durwasa 
ji said you go and tell Shri Yamuna if sage Durwasa has not eaten 
anything till now then give us a passage. They were astounded to hear 
this but as they had to go back they went to Shri Yamuna and told 
her exactly the same. On hearing that Shri Yamuna gave the way 
immediately. The gopis returned to their homes. 

They were astonished by these two incidents and requested 
Shri Krishna to tell them the mystery behind these. Shri Krishna 
said, “My dear gopis! You are too naive. You have intense love for 
me. Living with you day and night I am an Akhanda Brahmachari, 
because anything that is taken is considered taken only if it is taken 
with the mind and I am Jeeteindriya (the one who has conquered his 
senses). Therefore without my wish my mind does not touch anything 
and that is why I am called Akhanda Brahmachari. Same is known 
for sage Durwasa. He eats food without the taste because of that his 
mind does not get attached to it. This is why he remains free from the 
sparsha dosha (the offence caused at mentally touching or accepting 
something) even after consuming it.” 

Repeating these memories this site is guiding us even today. 

Akroor Ghat 

fTRFT^T FTPT II 

wpjft <HnP«4dl II 1 

(sftWTTWT 10/39/40-41) 

1.Akroor ji after seating both the brothers on the chariot took permission and came 
to the Brahmahrida Kunda of Yamuna ji and took a bath according to the rules. After 
bathing when he started chanting Gayatri mantra, he saw both the brothers Shri 
Krishna and Bahama, inside the water. 
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Even after the killing of Arishtasur the Kansa’s fear of death 
did not subside. He started seeing his death before him day and night. 
He made a new plan to call Shri Krishna-Balrama ji, Nanda ji and 
other cowherds to Mathura by sending Akroor ji. Akroor ji reached 
the palace of Shri Nanda ji. The apprehensions of maiya Yashoda 
and Shri Nanda baba grew. They became distressed. After learning 
this news the Brajwasis became almost like dead. Still they had some 
consolation. Kanhaiya is very mighty. He will finish his work quickly. 

Who can describe the agony of the naive Braj maidens? Unable 
to withstand this heart ripping news, they fainted. Only a true lover 
can understand and experience this. Ask the chatak who waits for 
a drop of water of the Swdti asterism and is not willing to drink the 
water of Ganges even. Ask the chakor who drinks up the embers 
thinking them to be the parts of the moon or ask the saras (crane) 
which cannot bear the separation of its beloved even for a moment or 
ask the chakawa who in spite of burning continuously in the fire of 
separation, remains alive in the hope of a golden morning of union. 

There was no limit to the agony of the gopis. Some of them 
fainted and others forsaking the dignity, laid down before the chariot. 

The chariot left with Nandanandan the life of everybody in 
Braj. Everybody kept looking at that chariot without blinking their 
eyes. Slowly the chariot went out of sight. Even the dust could not 
be seen. 

Shri Krishna and Balrama riding that chariot having the speed 
of the wind reached the bank of Shri Yamuna, the destroyer of all 
sins. Akroor ji bathed and performed all his daily rites. When he took 
a plunge in the water he saw both Shri Krishna and Balrama inside 
the water. Thinking it to be an illusion when he took his face out, he 
saw both of them sitting on the chariot. He was astonished to see 
this. Perhaps what he saw in the water was his imagination, thinking 
this way when he dived in the water again he was stunned. This time 
Akroor ji saw that Anantdev Sheish ji is virajman in the water. He 
has thousand mouths. There on the bed of the coils of Sheish ji, 
dark Shyam like the dark clouds is virajman. Beautiful eyebrows, 
beautiful nose, red cheeks everything was radiating an unparalleled 
resplendence. 1 

Akroorji offered prayers to the Lord- 

'HMdl ’HT: II 

10/40/21) 


1. The rasikas have not accepted the going of Nandanandan (with His form of Love 
and Sweetness) out of Braj. 









408 


Braj Bhoomi Mohini 


You have assumed the four forms of Shri Vasudev, Sankarshan, 
Pradyumna and Aniruddha only to nurture and nourish the Vaishnavas 
and the Yaduvanshis (descendants of Yadu race). I pay my obeisance 
to you again and again. 

This site became famous as Akroor ghat. When Shri 
Shrimanmahaprabhu Chaitanya dev ji came for Braj darshan he stayed 
here. He used to collect his alms from the nearby village. Nearby is 
the Yagya sthal. 


Yagya Sthal 

WrT 'sIsrHmf'H: I 

WTTf^TT #IWIT II 

10/23/3) 

The cowherd boys who had come to graze the cows started 
praising the valour of their dear Kanhaiya and Bahama ji. They felt 
hungry. In order to grace the wives of the Brahmins Shri Krishna 
told the sakhas to go to the Brahmins who were performing Angirasa 
Yagya nearby and get something to eat from them by taking Shri 
Krishna’s name. The cowherd boys did accordingly. Those Brahmins 
occupied by the desire of attaining heaven, took Shri Krishna to be a 
common man and did not pay attention to their request. The cowherd 
boys returned and told the whole story to Shri Krishna. 

Explaining to his dear friends Shri Krishna asked them to go 
to the Brahmin wives this time. Sakhas went and said everything 
to the wives just like before and asked for food. The wives of the 
Brahmin hearing about the sweet Leelas of Shri Krishna and extolling 
the sweetness of His body had already surrendered their minds and 
hearts to Him. Therefore those women despite the opposition of 
their husbands and relatives decorated many plates of delicious and 
beautiful items themselves and left for the service of Shri Krishna. 

The Brahmin wives saw Shri Krishna, Bahama ji and the 
cowherd boys in theAshoka vana at the ha nk of Shri Yamuna. The dark 
coloured body of Shri Krishna was looking more and more enchanting 
due to the lustre of the yellow pitambar. The peacock feather in the 
crown on his head was waving its victory flag. Beautiful drawings 
were made on His body. With one hand on the shoulder of a sakha, He 
was looking bewitching. That form of His was abducting the hearts 
effortlessly. The rays of faint smile on the face were working as the 
noose of love. 
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Shri Krishna, seeing the exclusive and intense love and 
attachment of the Brahmin wives, said to them respectfully, “You 
have matchless love for me. This is why without caring for your near 
and dear ones you have come to me. You have pure and virtuous love 
for me. You have had the desire for my darshan for a long time which 
has been fulfilled today. Now you go back and help in completing the 
yagya of your husbands.” 

The Brahmin wives had come to the refuge of Shri Krishna 
completely. They requested to be allowed to stay in the company 
of Shri Krishna because now their husbands will not accept them. 
Therefore they had no other way. “O Lord! Now you alone are our 
recourse. Please keep us in your shelter.” 

Shri Krishna replied, “Your husbands, father and other relatives, 
no one will condemn you because you have become mine. Ladies! In 
this world my proximity alone is not the cause of love. Surrendered 
and devoted to me you go back to your homes.” All the Brahmin wives 
returned to the Yagyashala. The Brahmins did not get any doubts. 

Later the Brahmins felt very repentant for what they had done earlier. 

Shri Krishna had the food with the cowherd children. 

That very site, the Yagya sthali, the place of food is known by 
the name Bhataroad and is repeating those tales even today. 

Chhatikara (Garuda Govind) 

'TFT effort ^ TT *FT I 
F2J7T STFf ST^T^Tfot I 

(3TTO 40) 

This site is in the west of Mathura. 

When Shri Nandarai ji came from Gokul to Vrindavan he stayed 
at this place also. He had parked his carts here. Shri Garuda Govind 
temple built on one side of Govind kund is a place of reverence for the 
Brajwasis even today. A saying is famous for this temple- 

‘Atha Hatha Ko Mandir Aur Baraha Hath Ko Thakur.’ meaning 
the size of the temple is eight hand long (almost twelve feet) where as 
the Thakur deity has twelve hands. 

The twelve handed idol of Lord Govind is worth seeing. This is 
an ancient and siddha idol. 

This village is some five miles away from Shri Vrindavan. 
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Appendex-1 Glossary of Hindi Words 

Acharya A spiritual preceptor, a founder or a leader of a sect, 


Ahladini Shakti 

Arati 

religious instructor 

Power or energy of bliss or delight 

Ceremony performed in worshipping by moving 
lighted lamp circulating round the idol 

Annakoot 

A festival celebrated on the day following Diwali 
by placing of food items infront of an idol of Lord 
Krishna 

Ashwamedh Yagya 
Ashta Chhap 

A Vedic horse sacrifice performed by the kings 

The eight poets: Soordasji, Kumbhandasji, Parmanand 
dasji, Chaturbhujdasji, Krishnadasji, Nandadasji, 
Chheet Swami, Govindaswami 

Ashta sakhi 

Eight friends of Shri Radha: Lalita, Vishakha, Sudevi, 
Tungvidya, Indulekha, Rangadevi, Champaklata, Chitra 

Baithak 

Bhav 

Bhavit 

Bhaktimati 

Bhoomi 

Brahma Sambandha 
Brajawasi 

Chakawa 

Chakor 

Charan Chauki 

Chatur yuga 

Dan 

Darshan 

Deepawali/Diwali 

Deha 

Devi 

Dham 

Dhanusha yagya 

An assembly site for recitation by a great Acharya 
Emotions, Sentiment, feeling, mood, attitude 
Engrossed in an emotion and full of emotions 
Devotee, devout 

Land, earth, region, place, site, area 

Link with Almighty 

Residents of Braj 

An ostrich bird representing pangs of separation 

A bird said to be in love with the moon 

Square slab for feet placement, foot rest 

Four ages i.e. Sata , Treta, Dwapar and Kali yuga 
Toll, tax, the act of giving alms, charity, donation 
Seeing, sight, having sight of, visit of a sacred shrine 
Festival of lights 

Body 

Demigoddess, consort of a god, a lady 

Abode, Eternal and divine abode 

A sacrifice in which a bow was worshipped and the 
art of archery displayed 

Dharma 

Righteousness, duty, morality, virtue, right action, 
religion 

Dwapar Yuga 

Name of the third of the four ages, Era of Lord 
Krishna 
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Ghat 

Goloka dham 
Gopi/Gopis 

Gopi bhav 


Gopideha 

Holi 

Ishta 

Ishta siddhi 
Jana 

Jeewan Sarvaswa 

Kalindi 

Kam 

Kali yuga 

Kalpa Vriksha 

Kandarparaj 

Kautuka 

Kautuki 

Keli 

Keli vihar 
Keli vilas 

Keli vilas vaibhava 
Kishore 

Kishori 

Kosa 

Ksheera sagar 

Kumkum 

Kunja 


A landing place, a flight of steps to water, the bathing 

place at the bank of a river 

Divine abode of Lord Krishna 

Young cowherd ladies having immense and 

exclusive love for Krishna 

The emotions of a gopi comprising of tender 
sentiments and immense love for Shri Krishna, of 
total unconditional surrender with the single desire 
of making Him happy. 

Incorporeal body constructed of tender emotions 
Festival of colours 

The adored or revered one, most beloved or dear 

Fulfillment, accomplishment or attainment of Ishta, 

Perception of the revered one 

Person, follower, people, group, folk, masses 

One who is the life and whole of one’s possessions. 

Vital treasure, essence of life 

Another name of Yamuna 

Desire, passion,Cupid,work 

Iron age symbollic of strifes and battles 

Desire fulfilling tree 

The god of love, Cupid; Also used for Shri Krishna 
Pastime, play, trick, marvel, fun and frolic, wonder, 
spectacle, eager curiosity 

Sportive, playful, contributing to diversion by 

several tricks, mischievous 

Pastime, sport, play, frolic 

Dalliance, sport 

Sport, enjoyment, merriment 

Magnificient frolic 

Juvenile Adolescent, A boy aged between eleven 
and fifteen years 

A girl aged between eleven and fifteen years 
A distance of two miles ( 3520 yards) 

The ocean of milk where Lord Vishnu abodes 
A red powder 

Grove, bower, arbour, alcove, clump, pergola 
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Kund/Kunda 

Lala 

Lalee 

Leela 

Linga 

Madhuri 

Madhurya 

Madhurya Rasa 

Man 

Maya 

Madhukari 

Madhur 

Maha 

Mahabhav 

Maharaj 

Maiya 

Mandal 

Mangalaarati 

Nandini 

Nava 

Neelambar 

Nikunja 

Nikunja bhavana 
Nitya 

Nitya dham 
Nitya Leela 
Patra 

Pada 

Padagan 

Papiha 
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Pond, tank, pool 

A term of affectionate address to a boy child, dear son 
A term of affectionate address to a girl child 
Sport, play, pastime, divine act 
An idol of Shiva 

Ambrosial sweetness, charm, beauty, grace 
Sweetness, gracefulness 

Worshipping with tender sentiments of a gopi or 
Gopi bhav Upasana 

Pride, Sulking, fndignance towards the beloved 
Illusion, ignorance, delusion,fascination, unreality, 
everything except the Lord, the world as perceived 
by the senses(considered as illusory) 

Alms consisting of cooked food collected from door 
to door 

Sweet, rich, melodious, mellifluous, pleasant 
Great, mighty, large, most excellent, extremely 
Exalted state 

A great king or a ruler, a term of respect for Brahmans 
or preceptors, sire, majesty, Highness, Excellency 
Mother 

Disc, circle, ring, circumference, zone, society, 

multitude, a group 

First prayer ceremony of the day 

Daughter 

New 

Blue garment 
Bower, arbour 
A system of worship 

Perpetual, eternal, constant,daily, always or for ever 
The eternal abode, divine Golok dham 
The eternal evergoing Leela in the divine Goloka 
Character, actor, recipient, deserving or suitable, 
worthiness 

Hymn/ verse of devotional poetry, status, position 
Singing of hymns or verses 
Large hawk cuckoo 
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Parkiya 

Parikar 

Parwat 

Pitambar 

Prakat Leela 

Pertaining to another woman 

Exclusive group of devotees and dependants 

Mount, mountain, hill 

Yellow silk garment 

Leelas that could be seen and experienced by all 
during Shri Krishna’s incarnation 

Pranayi 

Pranayi Rijhawar 
Prasad 

Full of love 

A lover who gets pleased or delighted, appreciator 
Food offered to an idol, the remnants of such food, 
boon, blessing 

Prasadi 

Pratyaksha 

Something that has been offered to a deity, blessings 
Cognizable by sight, perceivable through senses, 
visible, before the eyes 

Priya-Priyatam 

Shri Radha and Shri Krishna as beloveds of each 
other 

Puran 

A class of voluminous work in Sanskrit dealing with 
aspects of ancient Indian history, legend mythology 
—eighteen in number 

Pushti marga 

Raga marga 

Philosophical devotional system of Vallabhacharya 
Path of intense and exclusive love and attachment 
to Shri Krishna 

Rajasuya Yagya 

Sacrifice which only a universal monarch was 
entitled to perform 

Ras 

The circular dance performed by Shri Krishna and 
the cowherd girls, amorous pastime 

Ras mandal 

A site of the enactment of the round dance of Shri 
Krishna 

Ras Swaroop 

Raman 

Rang 

Rang mahal 

A person who acts in Rasleela 

Amorously dallying and sporting, enjoyment 
Colour/ hue,singing, dancing, merrymaking, enjoyment 
An apartment in a palace set apart for enjoyment 
and festivities 

Rangotsava 

Festival of colours or happiness with pomp and 
show 

Rangshala 

Rasa 

A stage or theatre for dance and drama or any show 
Divine nectar or ambrosial or ecstatic mellow 
quality that is all blissfull 

Rasa Ranga 

Enjoyment, pleasure, love, compassion 
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Rasa Rangotsava 
Rasa shastra 
Rasa vihar 

Rasa vilas 

Rasika/ Rasik 

Rijhawar 

Sadhaka 

Sadhana 

Sakshat 

Sakshatkar: 
Sakshatkari: 
Sarupya mukti 

Satvika Bhav 

Sahachari 

Sakha 

Sakha bhavit 
Sakhi 

Sakhi bhav bhavita 

Samadhi 

Samkranti 

Sakhya 

Samvat 

Sarowar 
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Festival of rasa and rang , enjoyment, merriment 

The scripture of rasa, the art of rasa 

Pleasure or recreation or dalliance or amusement of 

rasa 

The pleasure, lavishness, opulence, sport, merriment, 
play, enjoyment, delight of rasa 
The one who understands and savours rasa, a 
person moved by passionate religious devotion for 
Shri Krishna, a man of feeling and passion 
One who is pleased, a lover, an appreciator 
A practitioner, a devotee, one who does sadhna 
Devoted labour or striving towards any aim, to 
practise, to engage in contemplation and meditation 
of name, form of a deity 

Direct, in the presence of, within sight of, before, 
visibly, manifestly 

Direct vision, face to face meeting, realization 
One who has experienced sakshatkar 
Of the four types of liberation, this is one in which 
the person attains the same form as that of Lord. 
Spiritual ecstatic changes in body like perspiration, 
faltering of voice, horripilation etc 
A female companion 
Friend (male) 

Absorbed in the mood, bhav or the attitude of a 
friend of Shri Krishna 
Friend (Female) 

Absorbed in the mood or the attitude of a girl friend 
of Shri Krishna, devotional attitude in which the 
devotee regards him/ herself as the sakhi 
Meditative trance or absorption, place of cremation, 
burial or entombment 

A union, a planet’s passage from one sign of the 
zodiac to another 

Feeling of friendship, intimacy, attitude of devotion 
in which the devotee imagines himself as the companion 
or friend of Shri Krishna 
The year of Vikram era 
A large lake or pond 
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Satchidanandamaya 

Composed of truth or existence, consciousness and 
absolute bliss, the three attributes of the Almighty 

Setubandha 

The bridge of rocks built between India and Ceylon 
as in Ramayan 

Shakti 

Sheish 

Primordial power, energy 

Thousand headed snake on which Lord Vishnu 

rests 

Shila 

Shloka 

Shree 

A rock, A large piece of flat stone 

A sanskrita couplet or stanza, invocation 

A title of Shri Radha or Laxmi ji, fortune, wealth, 
prosperity, fame, splendour, glory, auspicious 

Shri 

A title used before the name of deities or revered 

Shringar 

persons 

The sentiment of love, ornament, makeup, dress, 
adornment 

Siddha 

Accomplished, perfected or sanctified (as by 
penance), an ascetic of great powers and saintliness, 
endowed with supernatural powers, saint 

Siddhawastha 

State of accomplishment, attainment, acquisition of 
supernatural powers 

Siddha gopi deha 

The body which has achieved the Lord or can 
achieve the Lord 

Siddhi 

Accomplishment or attainment of spiritual goals, 
acquisition of supernatural powers 

Sthal 

Swamini 

Swaroop 

Site 

The mistress, a title of Shri Radha 

Own form or shape, essential properties, form 
assumed by a deity or by the ultimate being, image, 
idol, of the same nature and character 

Tatsukhei Sukhitwam 

In your happiness lies my happiness, for the 
happiness of the adored one 

Teela 

Thakur 

A hillock, mound, ridge 

Lord, master, chief, an idol of the Lord or the 
supreme deity 

Tilak 

Sectarian mark made with sandal and saffron on the 
forehead 

Tirtha 

Treta Yuga 

A sacred place, a shrine, a place of pilgrimage 

The second of the four ages 
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Tribhang Mudra 

Krishna’s standing posture having three angles or 
bends (bent legs, hips and neck) 

Uchchhishta 

Left over food, remains of food 

Vatsalya 

Parental love 

Vatsalya bhava 

Sentiment of love of parents towards the children 

Vatsalyamayi 

Full of or abounding in Vatsalya 

Vaidya 

Ayurvedic physician 

Vaijayantimal 

A garland of five colours 

Vaikuntha 

Abode of Lord Vishnu 

Vaishnav 

A devotee of Lord Vishnu, pertaining to Lord 
Vishnu 

Vara 

Best, great, superior (suffixed to words like muni/ 
giri/rishi etc) 

Vasundharei 

The earth 

Veena 

Indian lute 

Vihar 

Wandering, roaming or recreation, pleasure, sporting, 
pastime 

Vihari 

The one who wanders, enjoys or sports for pleasure, 
an epithet of Lord Krishna 

Vihar sthal 

Place of vihar 

Vilas 

The pleasure, lavishness, opulence, sport, merriment, 
play, enjoyment, delight amorous playfulness 

Vilasmayi 

Composed of, consisting of or abounding in vilas 

Virajit 

Assuming an air of splendour (as when occupying a 
seat of honour), seated 

Virajman 

Seated splendidly, ensconced (as on a throne) 

Yadav 

A descedent of Yadu 

Yagya 

A religious sacrifice, An oblation 

Yama 

The god of death 

Yavana 

A resident of Greece or East Europe, a mohammedan 

Yogamaya 

The creative power of the supreme spirit personified, 
form of a deity, the illusionary power which yogis 
are supposed to possess 

Yojan 

A measure of distance equal to four, eight or sixteen 
miles according to different calculations 

Yuga 

A period, an era, an age, one of the four ages 

Yugal 

A pair, a couple 
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Agni Puran 
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41. 
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2. 
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42. 
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55 

Yamuna Stud 

16. 

Taittatriy Sanhita 

36. Mukta Charitra 
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17. 
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56. 
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19. 
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57. 
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20. 
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39. Radha-Rasa Manjari 


(Vallabhacharyaji) 

21. 

Nirodh Lakshanam 

40. Rudrayamal 

58. 

Bhakti Sutra 
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^T: *PT 

trfWvrtJ ire^fcT I 

SOI avjt 3Hd *T vrl^l cf?T 3TFT I 

Braj Bhoomi is the Nitya vihar site of Raseshwar Lord Shri Shyam 
Sundar. Here every particle is suffused with Leela rasa. Shri Vijay ji 
(Baba) coming here became a Brajwasi himself. At the holy signal 
of Shri Priya-Priyatam, to reveal the magic, the enchantment i.e. the 
mohini of Braj he has composed this rasaful book. 

To give darshan of the Leela sites, this book has been divided into 
seven chapters---Mathura, Mahavan-Gokul, Shri Giriraj, Kamvana, 
Barsana, Nandagaon and Vrindavan. In these segments it has been 
ascertained with authentication which Leela was performed where 
by Brajendranandan. In the writing of the author an auspicious 
confluence of Saraswati (knowledge) and Bhakti (devotion) has taken 
place. 

I had been feeling the need of such a book for many years for 
those devotees who are strongly devoted to the Leela of Shri Priya- 
Priyatam and attached to Braj mandal. When I read some portions of 
this book, I was really delighted. 

The special topics of all the sects connected to Braj Bhoomi have 
been covered in it. 

Shri Vijay ji has done a great service to the intimate devotees of 
Krishna by giving such a unique darshan of Braj bhoomi. 

I pray at the feet of the Lord that this book continues blooming 
the lotus hearts of the sentimental devotees. 


Go. Indira 
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Shri Giriraj Bhawan 

Desai Shori, Gadiyali Pol 
Vadodara-390001 








































